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CHAPTER IV. 

1817 - 182 : 3 . 

LErrERS TO THE WORDSWORTHS, BERNARD BARTON, 
AND OTHERS. 

To WILLIAM AYRTON, Esq. 

Letter CXCVI.] May 17, 1817. 

My dear frieud, 

Before I end, 

Have you auy 

More orders for Dou Ciovanni, 

To give 

Him that doth live 
Your faithful Zanyl 

Without raillery, 

I mean Gallery 
Ones: 

For I am a person that shuns 
All ostentation 

And being at the top of the fashion; 

And seldom go to operas 
But in formd pauperis ! 

I go to the play 

In a very economical sort of a way, 

Rather to see 
Than be seen ; 


VOL. II 
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LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMK 


Though I’m no ill sight 
Neither, 

By candle-light 

And in some kinds of weather. 

You might pit me 
For heiglit 
Against Kean ; 

But in a grand tragic scene 
I’m nothing : 

It would create a kind of loathing 
To see me act Hamlet; 

There’d be many a damn let 
Fly 

At rny presumption, 

If I sliould try, 

Being a fellow of no gumption. 

By the way, tell me candidly how you relish 
This, which they call 
The lapidary style 1 
Opinions vary. 

The late Mr. Mellish 
Could never abide it; 

He thought it vile, 

And coxcombical. 

My friend the poet laureat, 

Who is a great lawyer at 
Anything comical, 

Was the first who tried it; 

But Mellish could never abide it ; 

But it signifies very little what Mellish said, 
Because he is dead. 

For who can confute 
A body that’s mute ? 

Or who would fight 
With a senseless sprite ? 

Or think of troubling 



TO AYRTON. 
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An iiipenetrahle old i^oblin, 

That’s doad and gone, 

And stiff as stone, 

To convince him with arguments pro and con, 

As if some live logician. 

Bred up at Merton,— 

Or Mr. Hazlitt, tlie metaphysician ;— 

Hey, Mr. Ayrton! 

With all your rare tona 

For tell me liow should an apparition 
List to your call, 

Though you talk’d for ever. 

Ever so clever: 

When his ear itself. 

By which he must hear, or not hear at all, 

Is laid on the shelf ? 

Or put the case 
(For more grace). 

It were a female spectre— 

Now could you expect her 
To take much gust 
In long speeches, 

With her tongue as dry as dust, 

In a sandy place. 

Where no peaches, 

Nor lemons, nor limes, nor oranges hang. 

To drop on the drought of an arid harangue, 

Or quench. 

With their sweet drench. 

The fiery pangs which the worms inflict. 

With their endless nibblings, 

Like quibblings, 

Which the corpse may dislike, but can ne’er contradict t 
Hey, Mr, Ayrton! 

With all your rare tone. 

I am, 


C. Lamb. 
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LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


To Me. BARRON FIELD. 

Letter CXCVII.] August 31, 1817. 

My dear Barrou — Tho bearer of this letter so far 
across the seas is Mr. Lawrey, who comes out to you as 
a missionary, and whom I have been strongly importuned 
to recommend to you as a most worthy creature by Mr. 
Fenwick, a very old, honest friend of mine ; of whom, if 
my memory does not deceive me, you have had some 
knowledge heretofore as editor of the Statesman ; a man 
of talent, and patriotic. If you can show him any 
facilities in his arduous undertaking, you will oblige us 
much. Well, and how docs the land of thieves use you 1 
and how do you pass your time, in your extra-judicial 
intervals? Going about the streets with a lantern, like 
Diogenes, looking for an honest man? You may look 
long enough, I fancy. Do give me some notion of the 
manners of the inhabitants where you are. They don’t 
thieve all day long, do they ? No human property could 
stand such continuous battery. And what do they do 
when they an’t stealing ? 

Have you got a theatre ? What pieces are performed 1 
Shakspeare’s, I suppose; not so much for the poetry, as 
for his having once been in danger of leaving his country 
on account of certain “ small deer.” 

Have you poets among you? Damn’d plagiarists, I 
fancy, if you have any. I would not trust an idea, or 
a pocket-handkerchief of mine, among ’em. You are 
almost competent to answer Lord Bacon’s problem, 
whether a nation of atheists can subsist together. You 
are practically in one :— 

“ So thievish ’tia, that the eighth commandment itself 
Scarce aeemeth there to be.” 

Our old honest world goes on with little perceptible 
variation. Of course you have heard of poor Mitchell’s 
death, and that G. Dyer is one of Lord Stanhope’s 



TO FIELD. 


5 


lesiduariee. I am afraid he has not touched much of 
the residue yet. He is positively as lean as Cassius. 
Barnes is going to Demcrarii, or Essequibo, I am not 
quite certain which. Alsager is turned actor. He came 
out in genteel comedy at Cheltenham this season, and has 
hopes of a London engagement. 

f'or my own history, I am just in the same spot, doing 
the same thing (videlicet, little or nothing) as when you 
left me; only 1 have positive hopes that I shall bo able 
to conquer that inveterate habit of smohing which you 
may remember I indulged in. I think of making a 
beginning this evening, viz. Sunday, 31st Aug. 1817, not 
Wednesday, 2nd Feb. 1818, {is it will be perhaps when 
you read this for the first time. There is the difficulty 
of writing from one end of the globe (hemispheres, I call 
’em) to another! AVhy, half the truths I have sent you 
in this letter will become lies before they reach you, and 
some of the lies (which I have mixed for variety’s sake, 
and to exercise your judgment in the finding of them out) 
may be turned into sad realities before you shall be called 
upon to detect them. Such are the defects of goirig by 
different chronologies. Your “now” is not my “now”; 
and again, your “then” is not ray “then”; but my 
“now” may be your “then,” and vice versd. Whose 
head is competent to these things 1 

How does Mrs. Field get on in her geography 1 Does 
she know where she is by this time? I am not sure 
sometimes you are not in another planet; but then I 
don’t like to ask Capt. Burney, or any of those that know 
anything about it, for fear of exposing my ignorance. 

Our kindest remembrances, however, to Mrs. F., if 
she will accept of reminiscences from another planet, or 
at loaat another hemisphere. C. L. 
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MARY LAMH to Miss WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CXCVIII.] November 21, 1817. 

My dear Misa Wordsworth — Your kind letter has 
given us very great pleasure; the sight of your hand¬ 
writing was a moat welcome surprise to us. We have 
heard good tidings of you by all our friends who were so 
fortunate as to visit you this Suminor, and rejoice to see 
it confirmed by yourself. You liavc quite the advantage, 
in volunteering a letter; there is no merit in repl3dng to 
so welcome a stranger. 

We have left the Temple, I think you will be sorry 
to hear this. I know I have never been so well satisfied 
with thinking of you at Rydal Mount, as when I could 
connect the idea of you with your own Grasmere Cottage. 
Our rooms were dirty and out of repair, and the incon¬ 
veniences of living in chambers became every year more 
irksome, and so, at last, we mustered up resolution 
enough to leave the good old place, that so long had 
sheltered us, and here we are, living at a brazier's shop. 
No. 20, in Russell Street, Covent Garden, a place dl 
alive with noise and bustle; Drury Lane Theatre in 
sight from our firont, and Covent Garden from our back 
windows. The hubbub of the carriages returning from 
the play does not annoy me in the least; strange that it 
does not, for it is quite tremendous. I quite enjoy 
looking out of the window, and listening to the calling 
up of the carriages, and the squabbles of the coachmen 
and linkboys. It is the oddest scene to look down upon ; 
I am sure you would be amused with it. It is well I 
am in a cheerful place, or I should have many misgivings 
about leaving the Temple. I look forward with great 
pleasure to the prospect of seeing my good friend, Miss 
Hutchinson. I wish Rydal Mount, with all its inhabitants 
enclosed, were to be transplanted with her, and to remain 
stationary in the midst of Covent Garden. 



FROM MARY LAMB TO MISS WORDSWORTH. 7 

I passed through the street lately where Mr. and Mrs. 
Wordsworth lodged ; several fine now houses, which were 
then just rising out of the ground, are quite finished, and 
a noble entrance made that way into Portland Place. I 
am very sorry for Mr. De Quincey, What a blunder the 
poor man made when he took up his dwelling among the 
mountains ! I long to sec my friend Pypos. Coleridge 
is still at Little Hampton with Mrs. Gillman; he has 
been so ill as to bo confined to his room almost the whole 
time he has been there. 

Charles has had all his Hogarths bound in a book; 
they were sent home yesterday, and now that I have 
them altogether, and perceive the advantage of peeping 
close at them through my spectacles, I am reconciled to 
the loss of them hanging round the room, which has been 
a great mortification to me—in vain I tried to console 
myself with looking at our new chairs and carpets, 
for we have got new chairs, and carpets covering all over 
our two sitting-rooms; I missed my old friends and could 
not be comforted—then I would resolve to learn to look 
out of the window, a habit I never could attain in my 
life, and I have given it up as a thing quite impracticable 
—yet when I was at Brighton, last Summer, the first week 
I never took my eyes off* from the sea, not even to look in 
a book; I had not seen the sea for sixteen years. Mrs. 
Morgan, who was with us, kept her liking, and continued 
her seat in the window till the very last, while Charles 
and I played truants, and wandered among the hills, 
which we magnified into little mountains, and almost as 
good as Westmoreland scenery: certainly we made dis¬ 
coveries of many pleasant walks, which few of the 
Brighton visitors have ever dreamed of—for, like as is 
the case in the neighbourhood of London, after the first 
two or three miles we were sure to find ourselves in a 
perfect solitude. I hope we shall meet before the walk¬ 
ing faculties of either of us fail; you say you can walk 
fi^en miles with ease; that is exactly my stint, and 
more fatigues me; four or five miles every third or 
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fourth day, keeping very quiet between, was all Mrs 
Morgan could accomplish. 

God bless you and yours. Love to all and each one. 

I am ever yours most affectionately, M. Lamb. 

To Miss WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CXCIX. ] November 2\, 

Dear Miss Wordsworth—Here we are, transplanted 
from our native soil. I thought we never could have 
been torn up from the Temple. Indeed it was an ugly 
wrench, but like a tooth, now ’tis out, and I am easy. 
We never can strike root so deep in any other ground. 
This, where we are, is a light bit of gardener’s mould, 
and if they take us up from it, it will cost no blood and 
groans, like mandrakes pulled up. We are in the indi¬ 
vidual spot I like best, in all this great city. The 
theatres, with all their noises. Covent Garden, dearer 
to mo than any gardens of Alcinous, where we are morally 
sure of the earliest i^eas and ’sparagus. Bow Street, 
where the thieves are examined, within a few yards of us. 
Mary had not been hero four-and-twenty hours before she 
saw a thief. She sits at the window working; and easually 
throwing out her eyes, she sees a concourse of people com¬ 
ing this way, with a constable to conduct the solemnity. 
These little incidents agreeably diversify a female life. 

Mary lias brought her part of this letter to an ortho¬ 
dox and loving conclusion, which is very well, for I have no 
room for pansies and remembrances. What a nice holyday 
I got on Wednesday by favour of a princess dying ! 

C. L. 


To J. PAYNE COLLIER. 

'Tfu Garden of England, 

LkiterUC.] 10, 1817. 

Dear J. P. 0.—I know how zealously you feel for our 
friend S. T. Coleridge; and I know that you and your 
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family attended his lectures foiu* or five years ago. He 
is in bad health, and worse mind ; and unless something 
is done to lighten his mind he will soon be reduced to 
his extremities; and even these are not in the best con¬ 
dition. I am sure that you will do for him what you 
can ; but at present he seems in a mood to do for him¬ 
self. Ho projects a new course, not of physic, nor of 
metaphysic, nor a now course of life, but a new course of 
lectures on Shakspeare and Poetry. There is no man 
better qualified (always excepting number one); but I 
am pre-engaged for a scries of dissertations on India 
and Indiapendence, to be completed, at the expense of 
the Company, in I know not (yet) how many volumes 
foolscap folio. I am busy getting up my Hindoo 
mythology; and, for the purpose, I am once more 
enduring Southey’s curse. To be serious, Coleridge’s 
state and affairs make me so; and there are particulai* 
reasons just now, and have been any time for the last 
twenty years, why he should succeed. He will do so 
with a little encouragement. I have not seen him 
lately; and he does not know that I am writing. 

Yours (for Coleridge’s sake) in haste, C. Lamb. 


To BENJAMIN ROBERT HAYDON. 

LET-rEii CCl.] December 1817. 

My dear Haydon—I will come with pleasure to 22, 
Lisson Grove, North, at Rosse’s, half-way up, right-hand 
side, if I can find it. 

Yours, 0. Lamb. 

20, Russell Court, 

Covent Garden, Hast. 

Half-way up, next the corner, 

Left-hand aide. 
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To Mrs. WORDSWORTH. 

East India House, 

Letter CCIL] February 18, 1818. 

My dear Mrs. Wordsworth—I have repeatedly taken 
pen in hand to answer your kind letter. My sister 
should more properly have done it, but she having failed, 
I consider myself answerable for lier debts. I am now 
trying to do it in the midst of commercial noises, and 
with a quill which seems more ready to glide into 
arithmetical figures and names of gourds, cassia, carda¬ 
moms, aloes, ginger, or tea, than into kindly responses 
and friendly recollections. The reason why I cannot 
write letters at home is, that I am never alone. Plato's 
--(I write to W. W. now)—Plato’s double-animal parted 
never longed more to be reciprocally re-united in the 
system of its first creation than I sometimes do to be but 
for a moment single and separate. Except my morning’s 
walk to the oflice, which is like treading on sands of gold 
for that reason, I am never so. I ctuinot walk home 
from office but some officious friend offers his unwelcome 
courtesies to accompany me. All the morning I am 
pestered. I could sit and gravely cast up sums in great 
books, or compare sum with sum, and write “paid” 
against this, and “unpaid” against t’other, and yet 
reserve in some comer of my mind “some darling 
thoughts all my own,”—faint memory of some passage 
in a book, or the tone of an absent friend’s voice—a 
snatch of Miss Burrell’s singing, or a gleam of Fanny 
Kelly’s divine plain face. The two operations might be 
going on at the same time without thwarting, as the 
sun’s two motions (earth’s, I mean), or as I sometimes 
turn round till I am giddy, in my back parlour, while 
my sister is walking longitudinally in the front; or as 
the shoulder of veal twists round with the spit, while the 
smoke wreathes up the chimney. But there are a set of 
amateurs of the Belles Lettres—the gay science—who 
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come to me as a sort of rendezvous, putting questions of 
criticism, of British Institutions, Lalla Rookhs, etc.— 
what Coleridge said at the lecture last night—who have 
the form of reading men, but, for any possible use read¬ 
ing can be to them, but to talk of, might as well have 
been Anto-Cadmeans bom, or have lain sucking out the 
sense of an Egyptian hieroglyph as long as the pyramids 
will hist, befoie they should find it. These pests worrit 
me at business, and in all its intervals, perplexing my 
accounts, poisoning my little salutary warming-time at 
the fire, puzzling my piu*agraphs if I take a newspaper, 
cramming in between my own free thoughts and a column 
of figures, which liad come to an amicable compromise 
but for them. Their noise ended, one of them, as I said, 
accompanies me home, lest I should be solitary for a 
moment; he at length takes his welcome leave at the 
door; up I go, mutton on table, hungry as hunter, hope 
to forget my cares, and bury them in the agreeable 
abstraction of mastication; knock at the door, in comes 
Mr. Hazlitt, or Mr. Martin Burney, or Morgan Demi- 
gorgon, or my brother, or somebody, to prevent my 
eating alone—a process absolutely necessary to my poor 
wretched digestion. 0 the pleasure of eating alone !— 
eating my dinner alone ! let me think of it. But in they 
come, and make it absolutely necessary that I should 
open a bottle of orange; for my meat turns into stone 
when any one dines with me, if I have not wine. Wine 
can mollify stones; then that wine turns into acidity, 
acerbity, misanthropy, a hatred of ray intemipters— 
(God bless ’em 1 I love some of’em dearly), and with the 
hatred, a still greater aversion to their going away. Bad 
is the dead sea they bring upon me, choking and deaden¬ 
ing, but worse is the deader dry sand they leave me on, 
if they go before bed-time. Come never, I would say td 
these spoilers of my dinner; but if you come, never go 1 
The fact is, this interruption does not happen very often; 
but every time it comes by surprise, that present bane of 
my life, orange wine, with all its dreary stifling conse- 
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quences, follows. Evening company I should alwayh 
like had I any mornings, but I am saturated with human 
faces (divine forsooth !) and voices all the golden morning; 
and five evenings in a week would be as much as I should 
covet to be in company; but I assure you that is a won¬ 
derful week in which I can get two, or one to myself. 
I am never C. L., but always C. L. and Co. He who 
thought it not good for man to bo alone, preserve me 
from the more prodigious monstrosity of being never by 
myself! I forget bed-time, but even there these sociable 
frogs clamber up to annoy me. Once a week, generally 
some singular evening that, being alone, I go to bed at 
the hour I ought always to be a-bed; just close to my 
bedroom window is the club-room of a public-house, 
where a set of singem, I take them to be chorus-singers 
of the two theatres (it must be both of them)^ begin their 
orgies. They are a set of fellows (as I conceive) who, 
being limited by their talents to the burthen of the song 
at the play-houses, in revenge have got the common 
popular airs by Bishop, or some cheap composer, arranged 
for choruses ; that is, to be sung all in chorus. At least 
I never can catch any of the text of the plain song, 
nothing but the Babylonish choral howl at the tail on*t. 
“That fury being quenched”—the howl, I mean—a 
burden succeeds of shouts and clapping, and knocking ol 
the table. At length overtasked nature drops under it, 
and escapes for a few hours into the society of the sweet 
silent creatures of dreams, which go away with mocks 
and mows at cockcrow. And then I think of the words 
Ohristabers father used (bless me, I have dipt in the 
wrong ink!) to say every morning by way of variety 
when he awoke; 

“ Every knell, tlie Raron saitli, 

Wakes us up to a world of death ”— 

or something like it. All 1 mean by this senseless inter¬ 
rupted tale, is, that by my central situation I am a little 
over-companied. Not that I have any animosity against 
tlie good creatures that are so anxious to drive away the 
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harpy solitude from me. I like ’em, and cards, and a 
cheerful glass ; but I mean merely to give you an idea, 
between office confinement and after-office society, bow 
little time I can call my own. I mean only to draw a 
picture, not to make an inference. I would not that I 
know of have it otherwise. I only wish sometimes I 
could exchange some of my faces and voices for the faces 
and voices which a late visitation brought most welcome, 
and carried away, leaving regret, but more pleasure, even 
a kind of gratitude, at being so often fa-^oured with that 
kind northern visitation. My London faces and noises 
don’t hear me—I mean no disresi)ect, or I should explain 
myself, that instead of their return 220 times a year, and 
the return of W. W., etc., seven times in 104 weeks, 
some more equal distribution might be found. I have 
scarce room to put in Mary’s kind love, and my poor 
name, 0. Lamb. 

W. H. goes on lecturing against W. \V. and making 
copious use of quotations from said W. W. to give a zest 
to said lectures. S. T. C. is lecturing with success. I 
have not heard either him or H., but I dined with S. T. 0. 
at Gillmau’s a Sunday or two since, and he was well and 
in good spirits. I mean to hear some of the course; but 
lectures are not much to my taste, whatever the lecturer 
may be. If read^ they are dismal flat, and you can’t 
think why you are brought together to hear a man read 
his wmrks, which you could read so much better at leisure 
yourself. If delivered extempore, I am always in pain 
lest the gift of utterance should suddenly fail the orator 
in the middle, as it did me at the dinner given in honour 
of me at the London tavern. “ Gentlemen,” said I, and 
there I stopped; the rest my feelings were under the 
necessity of supplying. Mrs. Wordsworth will go on,* 
kindly haunting us with visions of seeing the lakes once 
more, which never can be realised. Between us there is 
a great gulf, not of inexplicable moral antipathies and 
distances, I hope, as there seemed to be between me and 
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that gentlemau concerned in the Stamp Office, that I bo 
strangely recoiled from at Haydou’s. I think I had an 
instinct that he was the head of an office. I hate all 
such people—accountants' deputy accountants. The dear 
abstract notion of the East India Company, as long as 
she is unseen, is pretty, rather poetical; but as she 
makes herself manifest by the persons of such beasts, I 
loathe and detest her as the scarlet what-do-you-call-her 
of Babylon. I thought, after abridging us of all our 
red-letter days, they had done their worst; but I was 
deceived in the length to which heads of offices, those 
true liberty-hateis, can go. They iire the tyrants; not 
Ferdinand, nor Nero. By a decree passed this week, 
they have abridged us of the iminemorially-observed 
custom of going at one o'clock of a Saturday, the little 
shadow of a holiday left us. Dear W. W., be thankful 
for liberty. 


To Messrs. OLLIER. 


Letter CCIIL] Juiu 18, 1818. 

Dear Sir (whichever oiiens it)—I am going off to 
Birmingh“. I find my books, whatever faculty of selling 
they may have (I wish they had more for sake), 

are admirably adapted for giving away. You have been 
bounteous. Six more, and I shall have satisfied all just 
claims. Am I taking too great a liberty in begging you 
to send 4 as follows, and reserve 2 for me when I come 
home? That will make 31. Thirty-one times 12 is 372 
shillings—eighteen pounds twelve shillings !!! But here 
are my friends, to whom, if you could transmit them, as 
I shall be away a month, you will greatly 
Oblige the obliged, 

C. Lamb. 

Mr. Ayrton, James Street, Buckingham Gate; 

Mr. i^ger, Suffolk Street East, Southwark, by 
Horsemonger Lane; 
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And in one parcel, 

directed to R. Southey, Esq., Keswick, Cumberland: 

One for R. S.; 

And one for \V“. Wordsworth, Esq. 

If you will be kind enough simply to write “ From the 
Author ” in all 4, you will still further, etc. 

Either Longman or Miuray is in the frequent habit of 
sending books to Southey, and will take charge of the 
parcel. It will be as well to write in at the beginning 
thus : 

“ R. Southey, Esq. From the Author.” 

“W. Wordsworth, Esq. From tlic Author.” 

Then, if I can find the remaining 2 left for me at 
Russell S‘. when I return, rather than encroach any more 
on the heap, I will engage to make no more new friends 
ad infinitum^ yourselves being the last. 

Yours truly, C. L. 

I think Southey will give us a lift in that damn’d 
Quarterly. I meditate an attack upon that Cobbler 
Giflford, which shall appear immediately after any favour¬ 
able mention which S. may make in the Quarterly. It 
can’t, in decent gratit'udej appear before. 


To ROBERT SOUTHEY. 

Letter CCIV.] Moiulay, October 26, 1818. 

Dear Southey—I am pleased with your friendly 
remembrances of my little things. I do not know 
whether I have done a silly thing or a wise one, but 
it is of no great consequence. I run no risk, and 
care for no censures. My bread and cheese is stable 
as the foundations of Leadenhall Street, and if it hold 
out as long as the “foundations of our Empire in the 
East,” I shall do pretty well. You and W. W. should 
have had your presentation copies more ceremoniously 
sent, but I had no copies when 1 was leaving town 
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for my holidays, and rather than delay, commissioned 
my bookseller to send them thus nakedly. By not hear¬ 
ing from W. W. or you, I began to be afraid Murray 
had not sent them. I do not see S. T. C. so often as I 
could wish. Ho never comes to me; and though his 
host and hostess are very friendly, it puts me out of my 
way to go See one person at another person’s house. 11 
was the same when he resided at Morgan’s. Not but 
they also were more than civil; but, after all, one feels 
so welcome at one’s own house. Have you seen poor 
Miss Betham’s “Vignettes”! Some of them, the second 
particularly, “ To Lucy,” are sweet and good as herself, 
while she was herself. She is in some mea,sure abroad 
again. I am better than I deserve to be. The hot 
weather Inis been such a treat! Mary joins in this little 
comer in kindest remembrances to you all. 0. L. 

To SAMUBL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

liEn'KU CCV.] December 24, 1818. 

]\Iy dear Colei idge—I have been in a state of incessant 
hurry ever since the receipt of your ticket. It found me 
incapable of attending you, it being the night of Kenney’s 
new comedy, which has utterly failed. You know my 
local aptitudes at such a time; I have been a thorough 
rendezvous for all consultations. My head begins to 
clear up a little, but it has had bells in it. Thank you 
kindly for your ticket, though the inoiu’iiful prognostic 
which accompanies it certainly renders its permanent pre¬ 
tensions less marketable; but I trust to hear many a 
course yet. You excepted Christmas week, by which I 
understood next week; I thought Christmas week was 
that which Christmas Sunday ushered in. We are sorry 
it never lies in your way to come to us ; but, dear 
Mahomet, we will come to you. Will it be convenient 
to all the good people at Highgate, if we take a stage up, 
not next Sunday^ but the following, viz,, 3rd January, 
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18191 Shall we bo too late to catch a skirt of the old 
out-goer 1 How the years crumble from under us ! We 
shall hope to see you before then; but, if not, let us 
know if then will be convenient. Can we secure a coach 
home 1 

Believe me ever yours, C. Lamb. 

I have but one holiday, which is Christmas Day itself 
nakedly : no pretty garnish and fringes of St. John’s Day, 
Holy Innocents, etc., that used to bestud it all around in 
the calendar. Improhe labor / I write six hours every 
day in this candle-light fog-den at Leadenhall. 


To JOHN CHAMBERS. 


Letter CCVI.] [1818.] 

Dear 0.—I steal a few minutes from a painful and 
laborious avocation, aggravated by the absence of some 
that should assist me, to say how extremely happy we 
should be to see you return clean as the cripple out of 
the pool of Bethesda. That damn’d scorbutic—how came 
you by it 1 . . . You are now fairly a damaged lot; as 
Venn would say. One Scratched. You might play Scrub 
in the Beauaf Stratagem. The best post your friends 
could promote you to would be a scrubbing post. “ Aye, 
there’s the rub.” I generally get tired after the third 
rubber. But you, I suppose, tire twice the number 
every day. First, there’s yoiu mother, she begins after 
breakfast; then yoiu little sister takes it up about 
Nuncheon time, till her bones crack, and some kind 
neighbour comes in to lend a hand, scnib, scrub, scrub, 
and nothing will get the intolerable itch (for I am per¬ 
suaded it is the itch) out of your penance-doing bones. 
A cursed thing just at this time, when everybody wants 
to get out of town as well as yourself. Of course, I 
don’t mean to reproach you. You can’t help it, the 
whoreson tingling in your blood. I dare say you would 
VOL. II. 0 
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if you could. But don’t you think you could do a little 

work, if you caine*! as much as D-docs before 12 

o’clock. Hanj' him, there he sits at that cursed Ti7n€s — 
and latterly he hns had the Berkshire Chronicle sent him 
every Tuesday and Friday to get at the County news. 
Why, that letter which you favored him with, appears 
to mo to be very well and (dearly written. The man 
that wrote that might make out warrants, or write 
Committees. There was as much in quantity written as 
would have filled four volumes of the Indigo appendix; 
and when we are so busy as we are, every little helps. 
But I throw out these observations merely as innuendos. 
By the way there’s a Doctor Lamert in Leadenhall Street, 
who sells a mixture to purify the blood. No. 114 
Leadenhall Street, near the market. But it is necessary 
that his Patients should be on the spot, that he may see 
them every day. There’s a sale of Indigo advertised for 
July, forty thousand lota—10,000 (diests only, but they 
sell them in quarter chests which makes 40,000. By 
the bye a droll accident happened here on Thursday, 
Wadd and Plumley got quarrelling about a kneebuckle 
of Hyde’s which the latter alfirmed not to be standard; 
Wodd was nettled at this, and said something reflecting 
on tradesmen and shopkeepers, and Plumley struck him. 

. . . Friend is married; he has married a Roman Catholic, 
which has offended his family, but they have come to an 
agreement, that the boys (if they have children) shall be 
bred up in the father’s religion, and the girls in the 
mother’s, which I think equitable enough. ... I am 
determined my children shall be brought up in their 
father’s religion, if they can find out what it is. Bye is 
about publishing a volume of poems which he means to 
dedicate to Matthie. Methinks he might have found a 
better Mecsenas. They arc chiefly amatory, others of 
them stupid, the greater part very far below mediocrity; 
but they discover much tender feeling; they are most 
like Petrarch of any foreign Poet, or what we might 
have flupiwsed Petrarch would have written if Petrarch 
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had been born a fool! (Jr in wallows is made master of the 
ceremonies at Dandelion, near Margate ; of course lie gives 
up the offax'.. “My llf^y” makes so many faces that 
it is impossible to sit opposite him without smiling. 
Dowley danced a Quadrille at Court on the Queen’s 
birthday with Lady Thyiine, Lady Deabrow, and Lady 
Louisa Manners. It is said his performance was graceful 
and airy. Gabel has taken an unaccountable fancy into 
his head that he is Fuller, member for Sussex. He 
imitates his blunt way of speaking. I remain much the 
same as you remember, very universally beloved and 
esteemed, possessing cverylx)dy’s good-will, and trying at 
least to deserve it j the same steady adherence to principle, 
and correct regard for truth, which always marked my 
(!onduct, inni'ks it still. If I am singidar in anything it 
is in too great a squeamishness to anything that remotely 
looks like a falsehood. I am call’d Old Honesty; some¬ 
times Upright Tclltruth, Esq., and I own it tickles my 
VMidty a little. The (Committee have formally abolish’d 
all holydays whatsoever—for wdiicli may the Devil, who 
keeps no holydays, have them in his eternal burning 
workshop. When 1 say holydays, I mean Calendar 
holydays, for at Medley’s instigation they have agreed to 
a sort of scale by which the Chief has power to give 
leave of absence, viz. ;— 

Those who have been 50 years and ui)wards to be 
al)sent 4 days in the year, but not without leave 
of the Chief. 

35 years and u})ward, 3 days, 

25 years and upward, 2 days, 

18 years and upward, 1 day, 

wdiich I think very Liberal. We are also to sign our name 
when we go as well as wlien we come.^ and every quarter 
of an hour we sign, to show that we are here. Mins and 
Gardner take it in turn to bring round the book—O 
here m Mins with the Book—no, it’s Gardner—“ What’s 
that, G.?” “The appearance book, Sir” (with a gentle 
inclination of his head, and smiling). “ What the 
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devil, is the quarter come again " It annoys Dodwoll 
amazingly; he sometimes has to sign six or seven times 
while he is reading the Newspaper— 


To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

I.F/mm CCVII.j A/ay 1819. 

Dear Wordsworth—I received a copy of “ Peter Bell 
ii week ago, and I hope the author will not be offended 
if I say I do not much relish it. The humour, if it is 
meant for humour, is forced; and then the price !—six¬ 
pence would have been dear for it. Mind, I do not mean 
your “ Peter Bell,” but a “ Peter Bell ” which preceded 
it about a week, and is in every bookseller’s shop window' 
in Loudon, the type and paper nothing differing from the 
true one, tlie preface signed W. W., and the supplementary 
prehxce quoting as the author’s wmrds an extrjict from 
the supplementary preface to the “Lyrical Ballads.” Is 
there no law against these rascals 1 I would have this 
Lambert Siranel whipt at the cart’s tail. Then there is 
Rogers! He has been re-writing your Poem of the Strid, 
and publishing it at the end of his “ Human Life.” Tie 
him up to the cart, hangman, while you are about it. 
Who started the spurious “P, B.” I have not heard. 
1 should guess, one of the sne«ting brothers, the vile 
Smiths; but I have heard no name mentioned. “ Peter 
Bell ” (not the mock one) is excellent; for its matter, I 
mean. I cannot say that the style of it quite satisfies 
me. It is too lyrical. The auditors to whom it is feigned 
to be told, do not arride me. I would rather it liad 
been told me, the reader, at once. “ Heartleap Well ” is 
the tale for me; in matter as good as this; in manner 
infinitely before it, in my poor judgment. Why did you 
not add “ The Waggoner —Have I thanked you though, 
yet, for “Peter Bell”? I would not not have it for a 
good deal of money. C-is very foolish to scribble 
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about bookf^. Neither his tonj^ue nor fingers are very 
retentive. But I shnll not say anything to him about it. 
He would only begin a very long story, with a very long 
face; and I sec him far too seldom to tcaze him with 
affairs of busines.s or con.scienee when I do see him. He 
never eomea near our house; and when we go to sec him 
lie is generally writing, or thinking. He is writing in 
liis study till the dinner comes, and that is scarce over 
before the stage summons us away. The mock “ P. B.” 
had only this effect on me, that after twice reading it 
over in hopes to find something diverting in it, I reached 
your two books off the shelf, and set into a steady reading 
of them, till I had nearly finished both before I went to 
bed: the two of your last edition, of course, I mean: 
and in the morning I awoke determining to take down 
the Excursion. 1 wish the scoundrel imitator could 
know this. But why waste a wish on him 1 I do not 
believe that paddling about with a stick in a pond, and 
fishing up a dead author, whom h’s intolerable wrongs 
had driven to tliat deed of desperation, woidd turn th«' 
heart of one of these obtuse literary Bells. There is no 
Cock for such Peters;—damn ’em ! I am glad this 
aspiration came upon the red ink line. It is more of a 
bloody curse. 1 have delivered over your other presents 
to Alsager and G. 1). A., I am sure, will value it, and 

be proud of the hand from which, it came. To G. D. a 
poem is a poem. His own as good as anybody’s, and 
(God bless him!) anybody’s as good as his own; for I 
do not think he has the most distant guess of the possi¬ 
bility of one poem being better than another. The gods, 
by denying him the very faculty itself of discrimination, 
have effectually cut off every seed of envy in his bosom. 
But with envy, they excited curiosity also; and if you 
wish the copy again, which you destined for him, I think 
I shall be able to find it again for you, on his third shelf, 
where he stuffs his presentation copies, uncut, in shape 
and matter resembling a lump of dry dust; but on care¬ 
fully removing that stratum, a thing like a pamphlet will 
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emerge. I have tried this with fifty different poetical 
works that have been gi\en G. D. in return for as many 
of his own performances ; and I coidess 1 never had any 
seruf»l(^ in taking my own again, wherever T found it, 
shaking the adherences off ; and by this means one copy 
of “ iny works” served for G. D., and, with a little 

dusting, was made over to my good friend Gr. G-, 

who little thought whose leavings he was taking when 
ho made that graceful bow. By the way, the Doctor is 
the only one of my acquaintance who bows gracefully : 
my town acquaintance, I mean. How do you like my 
way of writing with two inkal I thitik it is pretty and 
motley. Suppose Mrs. W. adopts it, the next time she 
holds the peii for you. My dinner waits. I have no 
time to indulge any longer in theses laborious curiosities. 
God bless you, and cause to thrive and burgeon whatsoever 
you write, and fear no inks of miserable poetasters. 

Yoiu-s tndy, Charles Lamb. 

Mary’s love. 


To THOMAS MANNING. 

Lettrr CC V111. ] May 28, 1819. 

My deal' M.—I want to know how your brother is, 
if you have heard lately. I want to know about you. I 
wish you were nearer. How are my cousins, the Gladmans 
of Wheathamstead, and farmer Bniton 1 Mrs. Bruton is 
a glorious woman. 

“ Hail, Mackery End ”— 

This is a fragment of a blank verse poem which I once 
meditated, but got no further. The E. I. H. hiis been 
thrown into a quandary by the strange phenomenon of 
poor Tommy Bye, whom I have kno-wn man and mad-man 
twenty-seven years, he being elder here than myself by 
nine years and more. He was always a pleasant, gossip¬ 
ing, half-headed, muzzy, dozing, dreaming, walk-about, 
inoffensive chap; a little too fond of the creature—(who 
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isn’t at times 1) ; but Tommy had not brains to work off 
an over-niglit’s surfeit by ten o’clock next morning; and 
unfortunately, in he wandered the other moruing drunk 
with last night, ami with a superfmtation of drink taken 
in since he set out from bed. fie came staggering under 
his double burthen, like trees in Java, bearing at once 
blossom, fruit, and falling fruit, as I have heard you or 
some other traveller tell, with his face literally as blue as 
the bluest firmament; some wrtdched calico, that he had 
mopped his poor oozy front with, had rendered up its 
native dye ; and the devil a bit would he consent to wash 
it, but swore it was characteristic, for he was going to 
the sale of indigo, and set up a laugh which I did not 
think the lungs of mortal man were competent to. It 
was like a thousand people laughing, or the Goblin Page. 
He imagined afterwards that the whole office had been 
laughing at him, so strange did his own sounds strike 
upon his ?m/tsensorium ! But Tommy has laughed his 
last laugh, and awoke the next day to find himself reduced 
from an abused income of £600 j)er annum to one sixth 
of the sum, after thirty-six years’ tolerably good service. 
The quality of mercy was not strained in his behalf; the 
gentle dews dropt not on him from heaven. It just 
came across me that I was writing to Canton. Will 
you drop in to-morrow night*? Fanny Kelly is coming, 
if she does not cheat us. Mrs. Ooid is well, but 
proves “ uncoined,” as the lovers about Wheathamstead 
would say. 

I have not had such a quiet half hour to sit down to 
a quiet letter for many years. I have not been inter¬ 
rupted above four times. I wrote a letter the other day, 
in alternate lines, black ink and red, and you cannot 
think how it chilled the flow of ideas. Next Monday is 
Whit-Monday. What a reflection! Twelve years ago, 
and I should have kept that and the following holidays 
in the fields a-Maying. All of those pretty pastoral 
delights are over. This dead, everlasting dead desk,— 
how it weighs the spirit of a gentleman down I This 
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dead wood of the desk, instead of your living trees! 
But then again, I hate the Joskins, a name for Hertford¬ 
shire bumpkins. Each state of life has its inconvenience ; 
but then again, mine has more than one. Not that I 
repine, or gnidge, or murmur at my destiny. T have 
meat and drink, and decent apparel; I shall, at least, 
when I get a new hat. 

A red-haired man has just interrupted me. He has 
broke the current of my thoughts. I haven’t a word 
to add. I don’t know why I send this letter, but I have 
had a hankering to hear about you some days. Perhaps 
it will go oft' before your reply comes. If it don’t, I 
assure you no letter was ever welcomer from you, from 
Paris or Macao. 0. Lamb. 


To WILLIAM W^ORDSWORTH. 

Letter CCIX.] Jwnc 7, 1819. 

My dear Wordsv.'orth—You cannot imagine how proud 
we are here of the dedication. We read it twice for 
once that we do the poem. I mean all through; yet 
Benjamin ” is no common favourite ; there is a spirit of 
beautiful tolerance in it. It is as good as it W'as in 1806; 
and it will be as good in 1829, if our dim eyes shall be 
awake to peruse it. Methinks there is a kind of shadow¬ 
ing affinity between the subject of the narrative and the 
subject of the dedication; but I will not enter into 
personal themes; else, substituting * * * ^ -^ * 

for Ben, and the Honourable United Company of Mer¬ 
chants trading to the East Indies, for the master of the 
misused team, it might seem, by no far-fetched analogy, 
to point its dim w^arnings hitherward; but I reject the 
omen, especially as its import seems to have been diverted 
to another victim. 

I will never write another letter with alternate inks. 
You cannot imagine how it cramps the flow of the style. 
I can conceive Pindar (I do not mean to compare myself 
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to him)^ by the command of Hiero, the Sicilian tyrant 
(was not he the tyrant of some place 1 fie on my neglect 
of history !)—I can conceive him by command of Hiero or 
Perilliis set down to pen an Isthmian or Ncmean panegyric 
in lines, alternate red and black. I maintain he couldn’t 
have done it; it would liave ))een a strait-laced torture 
to his muse; he would have call’d for the bull for a 
relief. Neither could Lycidas, nor the Cliorics (how do 
you like the word 1) of Samson Agonistes, have been 
written with two inks. Your couplets, with points, 
epilogues to Mr. H.’s, etc., might be even benefited by 
the tw^yfount, where one line (the second) is for point, 
and the first for rhyme. I think tlie alternation would 
assist, like a mould. I maintiiin it, you could not have 
written your stanzas on pre-existence with two inks. 
Try another ; and Rogers, with his silver standish, having 
one ink only, I will bet my “ Ode on Tobacco,” against 
the “Pleasures of Memory,”—and “Hope,” too, shall 
put more fervcnir of enthusiasm into the same subject 
than you can with your two ; he shall do it atampede in 
uno^ as it were. 

The “ Waggoner ” is very ill put up in boards; at 
least it seems to me always to open at the dedication; 
but that is a mechanical fault. I re-read the “ White 
Hoe of Rylstoncthe title should be always written at 
length, as Mary Sabilla Novello, a very nice woman of 
our acquaintance, always signs hers at the bottom of the 
shortest note. Mary told her, if her name had been 
Mary Ann, she would have signed M. A. Novello, or M. 
only, dropping the A.; which makes me think, with 
some other trifles, that she understands something 
of human nature. My pen goes galloping on most 
rhapsodically, glad to have escaped the bondage of 
two inks. 

Manning had just sent it home, and it came as fresh 
to me as the immortal creature it speaks of. M. sent it 
liome with a note, having this passage in it: “I cannot 
help wTiting to you while I am reading Wordsworth’s 
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poem. I am got into the third canto, and say that it 
raises my opinion of him very mucii indeed. ’Tis broad, 
noble, i)oeticalj with a masterly scanning of human 
actions, absolutely above common readers. What a 
manly (imi)lied) interpretation of (bad) party-actions, as 
trampling the Bible, etc. !” and so he goes on. 

1 do not know whitih I like best, - the prologue (the 
latter part e.s]tecially) to “ P. Bell,” or the epilogue to 
“Benjamin.” Ye.s, I tell storie.s ; I do know I like the 
last be.st; and the “ Waggoner ” altogether is a pleasanter 
rcmcmbrauce to me than the “ Itinerant.” If it were 
not, the page before the first page, would and ought to 
make it so. The sonnets are not all now to me ; of those 
which are new, the ninth I like best. Thank you for 
that to Walton. T take it as a favour done to me, that, 
being so old a darling of mine, you should bear testimony 

to Ids worth in a book containing a dedic-: I cannot 

write the vain word at full length any longer. 

If, as you say, the “ Waggoner,” in some sort, came 
at my call, oh for a potent voice to call forth the 
“ Recluse ” from his profound dormitory, where he sleeps 
forgetful of his foolisli charge—the world ! 

Had I throe inks, I would invoke him ! Talfourd 
has written a most kind review of J. Woodvil, etc., in 
the Champion, He is your most zealous admirer, in 
solitude and in crowds. H. Crabb Robinson gives iiu’ 
any dear prints that I happen to admire ; and I love him 
for it and for other things. Alsager shall have his copy : 
but at present I have lent it /or a darj only,, not choosing 
to part with my own. Mar/s love. How do you all 
do, amanuenses both —marital and sororaf 1 

0. Lamb. 


To JOSEPH COTTLE. 

Letter CCX.] Nov. 6, 1819. 

Dear Sir—It is so long since I have seen or heard 
from you, that I fear that you will consider a request I 
have to make as impertinent. About tliree years since. 
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wliuii I was one day in Bristol, 1 made an effort to see 
yon; but you were from liome. The request 1 have to 
make is, that you would very much oblige me, if you 
liave any small portrait of yourself, by allowing me to 
have it c-opied, to accompany a selection of “ Likimesses of 
Living Bards” wliicli a most particular friend of mine is 
making. If you have no objcctionR, and could oblige me 
by transmitting such portrait to me at No. 44 Kiisscll 
Street, Coveiit Garden, I will answer for taking the 
greatest care of it, ami returning it safely the instant the 
copier has done with it. f hope yi»u will pardon the 
liberty from an old friend and well-wisher, 

Chaulkh Lamb. 

Lrrr r kr CC XI. ] [^November or Dewmber] 1819. 

Dear Sir—My friend, whom you have obliged by the 
loan of your picture, has had it very exactly copied (and 
a very spirited drawing it is; so every one thinks who 
has seen it). The copy is not much inferior, done by a 
daughter of Joseph’s R.A. He purposes sending you 
back the original, which I must accompany with my 
warm thanks, both for that, and your better favour, the 
Messiah, which I assure you I have read through with 
great pleasure; the verses have great sweetness, and a New 
Testament-plainness about them which affected me very 
much. I could just wish that in page 63 you had omitted 
the lines 71 and 72, and had ended the period with— 

“ The willowy brook was there, but that sweet sound — 
yy/ien to be heard again on Earthly grouud ? ” 

Two very sweet lines, and the sense perfect. 

And in page 154, line 68,—“ I come ordained a world 
to save ”—these words arc hardly borne out by the story, 
and seem scarce accordant with the modesty with which 
our Lord came to take Iiis common portion among the 
baptismal candidates. They also anticipate the beauty 
of John’s recognition of the Messiah, and the subse¬ 
quent couhrmatiou from the voice and Dove. 
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You will excuse the remarlis of an old brother bard, 
whose career, though long since pretty well stopped, was 
coeval in its beginning with your own, and who is sorry 
his lot has been always to bo so distant from you. It is 
not likely that C. Ij. will see Bristol again ; but, if J. C. 
should ever visit London, he will be a most welcome visitor 
to C. L. My sister joins in cordial remembrances. . . . 

Dear Sir, yours truly, Charles Lamb. 

Letter GCXII.] London, India House, 

tClo.so of year] 1819. 

My dear Sir—I am quite ashamed of not having 
acknowledged your kind present earlier; but that un¬ 
known something, which was never yet discovered, though 
so often speculated upon, which stands in the way of lazy 
folks answering letters, has presented its usual obstaide. 
It is not forgetfulness nor disrespect nor incivility, but 
terribly like all these bad things. 

I have been in my time a great epistolary scribbler: 
but the passion, and with it the facility, at length wears 
out; and it must be pumped up again by the heavy 
machinery of duty or gratitude, when it should run free. 
I have read your “ Fall of Cambria ” with as much 
pleasure as I did your “ Messiah.” Your Cambrian Poem 
I shall Ih) tempted to repeat oftenest, as human poems 
take me in a mood more frequently congenial than divine. 
The character of Llewellyn pleases me more than any¬ 
thing else, perhaps; and then some of the lyrical pieces 
are ^e varieties. 

It was quite a mistake that I could dislike anything 
you should write against Lord Byron ; for I have a 
thorough aversion to his character, and a very moderate 
admiration of his genius : he is great in so little a way. 
To be a Poet ..is to be the Man, not a petty portion of 
occasional low passion worked up in a permanent form of 
humanity. Shakspeare has thrust such rubbishly feelings 
into a corner,—the dark dusky heart of Don John, in the 
}fvrh Ado about Nothing. The fact is, I have not seen 
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your “ Expostulatory Epistle ” to him. I was not aware, 
till your question, that it was out. I shall inquire, and 
get it forthwith. 

Southey is in town, whom I have seen slightly; 
Wordsworth expected, whom I hope to see much of. I 
write with accelerated motion; for I have two or three 
bothering clerks and brokers about me, who always press 
in proportion as you seem to be doing something that is 
not business. I could exclaim a little profanely ; but 1 
think you do not like swearing. 

I conclude, begging you to consider that I feel myself 
much obliged by your kindness; and shall be most happy 
at any and at all times to hear from you. 

Dear Sir, yours truly, Charles Lamb. 

To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 
Letter OCX 111.] November 

Dear Coleridge—Your sonnet is capital. The paper 
is ingenious, only that it split into four parts (besides a 
.side splinter) in the carriage. I have transferred it to 
the common English paper manvfactured of rags, for 
better preservation. I never knew before how the Iliad 
and Odyssey were written, ’Tis strikingly corroborated 
by observations on Cats. These domestic animals, put 
’em on a rug before the fire, wink their eyes up, and 
li.sten to the kettle, and then purr, which is their poetry. 

On Sund.‘iy week we kiss your hands (if they are clean). 
This next Sunday I have becu engaged for some time. 

With remembrances to your good host and hostess. 

Yours ever, C. Lamb. 

To Miss WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CCXIV.] November 26, 1819. 

Dear Miss Wordsworth—You will think me negligent: 
but I wanted to see more of Willy before I ventured to 
express a prediction. Till yesterday I had barely seen 
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him— VirgiUum tmUnm. vidi .—but yesterday he gave us 
liis small company to a bullock’s heart, and 1 can pro¬ 
nounce him a lad of jnomise. He is no pedant, nor 
bookworm ; so far I can answer. Perhaps lie lias hitherto 
paid too little attention to other men’s inventions, prefer¬ 
ring, like Lord Foppington, the “natural sprouts of his 
own.” But he has observation, and seems thoroughly 
awake. 1 am ill at remembering other people’s Imi mot»^ 
but the following are a few :—^Being taken over Waterloo 
Bridge, he remarked, that if we had no mountains, we 
had a fine river at least; whiidi was a touch of the com¬ 
parative : but then he added, in a strain which augured 
less for his future abilities as a political economist, that 
ho supposed they must take at least a pound a week toll. 
Like a curious naturalist he inquired if the tide did not 
come up a little salty. This being satisfactorily answered, 
he put another question, as to the flux and reflux ; which 
being rather cunningly evaded than artfully solved by 
that she-Aristotle, Mary,—who muttered something about 
its getting up an hour sooner and sooner every day,—he 
sagely replied, “ Then it must come to the same thing at 
last;” which was a speech worthy of an infant Halley! 
The lion in the ’Ohange by no means came up to his 
ideal standard; so inqMissible is it for Nature, in any of 
her works, to come up to the standard of a child’s 
imagination I The whelps (lionets) he was sorry to find 
were dead ; and on particular inquiry, his old friend the 
ourang-outang had gone the way of all flesh also. The 
grand tiger was also sick, ami expected in no short time 
to exchange this transitory world' lor another, or none. 
But again, there was a golden eagle (I do not mean that 
of Charing) which did much arride and console him. 
William’s genius, I take it, leans a little to the figurative ; 
for, being at play at tricktrack (a kind of minor billiard- 
table which we keep for smaller wights, and sometimes 
refresh our own mature fatigues with taking a hand at), 
not being able to hit a ball lie had iterate aimed at, he 
cried out, “I cannot hit that beast!” Now the balls 
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are usually called meu, but he felicitously hit upon a 
middle term ; a term of approximation and imaginative 
reconciliation ; a something where the two ends of the 
brute matter (ivory), and their human and rather violent 
personification into men, might meet, as I take it—illus¬ 
trative of that excellent remark, in a certain preface 
about imagination, explaining “Like a sea-beast that had 
crawled forth to sun him.sclf!” Not that I accuse 
William Minor of hereditary plagiar}", or conceive the 
image to have come ex traduce. Lather he seemeth to 
keep aloof from any source of imitation, and purposely to 
remain ignorant of what mighty poets have done in this 
kind before him; for, being asked if his father had over 
been on Westminster Lridge, he answered that he did 
not kiKiW ! 

It is hard to discern the oak in the acorn, or a temple 
like St. Paul’s in the first stone which is laid ; nor can I 
(piite prefigure what destination the genius of William 
Minor hath to take. Some few hints I have set down, 
to guide my future observations. He hath the power of 
calculation, in no ordinary degree for a chit. He com- 
biiieth figures, after the first boggle, rapidly; as in the 
tricktiack board, where the hits are figured. At first he 
did not perceive that 15 and 7 made 22 ; but by a little 
use he could combine 8 with 25, and 33 again with 16, 
which approacheth something in kind (far let me be from 
fiattcring him by saying in degree) to that of the famous 
American boy. I am sometimes iticlinod to think I 
perceive the future satirist in him, for he hath a sub- 
sardonic smile which bursteth out upon occasion; as 
when he was asked if London were as big as Ambleside ; 
and indeed no other answer w^as given, or proper to be 
given, to so ensnaring and provoking a question. In 
the contour of the skull, certainly I discern something 
paternal. But whether in all respects the future man 
shall transcend his father’s fame. Time, the trier of 
Geniuses, must decide. Be it pronounced peremptorily 
at present, that Willy is a well-mannered child, and 
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though no great student, hath yet a lively eye for things 
that lie before him. 

Given in haste from my desk at Leadenhall. 

Yours, and yours most sincerely, C. Lamb. 

To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

Letter eeXV.] Janufiri/W, 1820. 

Dear Coleridge—A letter written in the blood of your 
poor friend would indeed be of a nature to startle you ; 
but this is nought but harmless red ink, or, as the witty 
mercantile phrase hath it, clerk’s blood. Hang ’em ! 
my brain, skin, flesh, bone, cansase, soul, time is all 
theirs. Tlie Royal Exchange, Gresham’s Folly, hath me 
body and spirit. I admire some of Lloyd’s lines on you, 
and I admire your [jostponing reading them. He is a 
sad tattler; but this is under the rose. Twenty years 
ago he estranged one friend from me quite, whom I have 
been regretting, but never could regain since. He almost 
alienated you also from mo, or me from you, I don’t know 
which ; but that broach is chmed. The “ dreary sea ” is 
tilled up. He has lately been at work “ telling again,” 
as they call it, a most gratuitous piece of mischief, and 
has cjiused a coolness betwixt me and (not a friend 
exactly, but) an intimate acquaintance. I suspect also 
he saps Manning’s faith in me, who am to Manning more 
than an acquaintance. Still I like his writing verses 
about you. Will your kind host and hostess give us a 
dinner next Sunday; and, better still, nol expect tea if 
the weather is very bad 1 Why you should refuse twenty 
guineas per sheet for Blackwood’s, or any other magazine, 
passes my poor comprehension. But, as Strap says, 
“you know tot.” I have no quarrel with you about 
prreprandial avocations; so don’t imagine one. That 
Manchester sonnet I think very likely is Oapel Lolft’s. 
Another sonnet appeared with the same initials in the 
same paper, which turned out to be Procter’s. What do 
the raseds mean 1 Am I to have the fathering of what 
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idle rliynies every beggarly poetaster pours forth ? Who 
put your uiariiic sonnet, and about Browne, into Black¬ 
wood 1 —I did not. So no more, till we meet. 

Ever yours, 0. L. 

To Miss WORDSWORTH 

LK/rrER CCXVI.] yVhursday^ May 25, 1820.] 

Dear Miss W.—I have volunteered to rej)ly to your 
note because of a mistake I am desirous of rectifying on 
the spot. There can be none to whom the last volume 
of W. W. has come more welcome than to me. I have 
traced the Duddon in thought and with repetition along 
the banks (alas !) of the Lea—(unpoetical name): it is 
always flowing and murmuring in my ears. The story of 
Dion is divine—the genius of Plato falling on him like 
moonlight—the finest thing ever expressed. 

Then there is Elidure and Kirkstone Pass —the last 
not new to me—and let me add one of the sweetest of 
all to me. The Lon<jeM Day, Loving all these as much 
as I can love Poetry, new to me, what could I wish or 
desire or extravagantly desiderate in a new volume 1 
That 1 did not write to W. W. was simply that he was 
to come so soon, and that flatten.s letters. 

I admired your averted looks on Saturday. You did 
not observe M. Burney’s averted look also? You might 
have been supposed two Antipathies, or quarrelled lovers. 
The fact was, M. B. had a black eye he was desirous of 
concealing—an artificial one I mean, not of nature’s 
making, but of art’s reflecting, for nobody quarrels with 
the black eyes the former gives—but it was curious to 
see you both ashamed of such Panegyrical objects as 
black eyes and white teeth have always been considered. 

. . . Mary is not here to see the stuff I write, else she 
would snatch the pen out of my hand and conclude with 
some sober kind messages. 

We sincerely wish your brother better. 

Yours, both of us kindly, 0. L. and M. L. 

VOL. II. 


D 
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To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Letter COX VII.] March uO, 1821. 

My dear Sir- - If you can come next Sunday we shall 
he equally glad to see you, but do uot trust to any of 
Martin’s appointments, except on business, in future. 
He is notoriously faitldess in that point, and we did 
wrong not to have warned you. Leg of Lamb, as before, 
hot at 4. And the heart of Lamb ever. 

Yours truly, C. L. 

To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLIIRIDGE. 

Letter OCXVIII.] J/ay 1, 1821. 

l)r. 0.—I will not fail you on Friday by six, and 
Mary, perhaps, earlier. I very much wish to meet 
Master Mathew, and am very much obliged to the 
Gillmans for the opportunity. Our kind respects to them 
always, Elia. 

To Mr. GILLMAN. 

Letter OCXIX.] Wednesday^ May 2, ’21. 

Dear Sir—You dine so late on Friday, it will be 
impossible for us to go home by the eight o’clock stage. 
Will you oblige me by securing us bods in some house 
from which a stage goes to the Bank in the morning ? I 
would write to Coleridge, but cannot think of troubling 
a dying man with such a request. 

Yours truly, C. Lamb. 

If the beds in the town are all engaged, in consequence 
of Mr. Mathews’s appearance, a hackney coach will serve. 
We shall neither of us come much before the time. 

To JOHN PAYNE COLLIER. 

{^Kingsland Row, Dalston\ 

Letter OCXX.] May 16, 1821. 

Dear J. P. C.—Many thanks for the “Decameron”: 
I have not such a gentleman’s book in my collection : it 
was a great treat to me, and I got it just as I was 
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wanting something of the sort. I take less pleasure in 
books tlian heretofore, but I like books about books. 
In the second volume, in particular, arc treasures — 
your discoveries about “Twelfth Night,” etc. What a 
Shakspearian essence that speech of Osrades for food !— 
Shakapeare is coarse to it—beginning “ Forbear and cat 
no more.” Osrades warms up to that, but does not sot 
out ruffian-swaggerer. The character of the Ass with 
those three lines, worthy to bo set in gilt vellum, and 
worn in frontlets by the noble bejists for ever— 

“ Thou would, perhaps, he should become thy foe, 

And to that end <loat beat him many times ; 

Ho cares not for himself, much less thy blow.” 

Cervantes, Sterne, and Coleridge, have said positively 
nothing for asses compared with this. 

I write in haste ; but p. 24, vol. i., the line you 
cannot appropriate is Gray’s sonnet, spccimenifyed by 
Wordsworth in first preface to L. B., as mixed of bad 
and good style : p. 143, 2nd voL, you will find last poem 
but one of the collection on Sidney’s death in Spenser, 
the line, 

“Scipio, Caesar, Petrarch of our time.” 

This fixes it to be Raleigh’s ; I had guess’d it to be 
Daniel’s. The last after it, “ Silence augmenteth rage,” 
I will be crucified if it be not Lord Brooke’s. Hang you, 
and all meddling researchers, hereafter, that by raking into 
learned dust may find me out wrong in my coiyecture ! 

Dear J. P. C., I shall take the first opportunity of 
personally thanking you for my entertainment. We are 
at Dalston for the most part, but I fully hope for an 
evening soon with you in Russell or Bouverie Street, to 
talk over old times and books. Remember ibs kindly to 
Mrs. J. P. C. 

Yours very kindly, Charles Lamb. 

I write in misery. 

N.B .—The best pen I could borrow at our butcher’s- 
the ink, I verily believe, came out of the kennel. 
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To J. TAYLOR. 


LF/rrEii CCXXI.] 30, 1821. 

Dear Sir—You will do me injustioe if you do not 
convey to the writer of the beautiful lines, which I now 
return you, my sense of the extreme kindness which dic¬ 
tated them. Poor Elia (call him Eliia) docs not pretend 
to so very clear revelations of a future state of being as 
Olen seems gifted with. He stumbles about dark 
mountains at best; but ho knows at least how to be 
thankful for this life, and is too thankful indeed for certain 
relationships lent him here, not to tremble for a possible 
resumption of the gift He is too apt to express himself 
lightly, and cannot be sorry for the present occasion, as 
as it has called forth a reproof so Christian-like. His 
animm at least (whatever become of it in the female 
termination) hath always been cum Ckristianis. 

Pray make my gratcfullest respects to the Poet (do I 
flatter myself when I hope it may be Montgomery ?) and 
say how happy I should feel myself in an acquaintance 
with him. I will just mention that in the middle of the 
second column, where I have affixed a cross, the line 

“ One in a skeleton’s ribb’d hollow cooped,” 

is imdoubtedly wrong. Should it not be— 


or, 


‘ ‘ A skeleton’s rib or ribs ? ” 

" In a skeleton ribb’d, hollow-coop’d ?” 


I perfectly remember the plate in Quarles. In the first 
page esoteric is pronounced esdteric. It should be (if 
that is the word) esot^iric. The false accent may be 
corrected by omitting the word old. Pray, for certain 
reasons, give me to the 18th at furthest extremity for 
my next. 

Poor Elia, the real (for I am but a counterfeit), is 
dead. The fact is, a person of that name, an Italian, was 
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a fcllow-clerk of mine at the South Sea House, thirty 
(not forty) years ago, wheu the characters I described 
tliere existed, but litxd left it like myself many years; 
and I having a brother now there, and doubting how he 
might relish certain descriptions in it, I clapt down the 
name of Elia to it, which passed oil pretty well, for Elia 
himself added the function of an author to that of a 
scrivener, like myself. 

I went the other day (not having seen him for a year) 
to laugh over with liiiii at my usurpation of liis name, 
and found him, alas ! no more than a name, for lie died 
of consumption eleven months ago, and I knew not of it. 

So the name has fairly devolved to me, I think ; and 
’tis all he has left mo. 

Dear sir, yours truly, 0. Lamb. 

Messrs. Taylor k Heasey, Fleet Street, 
for J. Taylor, Es(i. 


To C. COWDEN CLARKE. 

Letter CCXXII.] [1821.] 

My dear Sir—Your letter has lain in a drawer of 
my desk, upbraiding me every time I open the said 
drawer, but it is almost iinpos-sible to answer such a 
letter in such a place, and I am out of the habit of reply¬ 
ing to epistles otherwhere than at office. You express 
yourself concerning Hunt like a true friend, and have 
made me feel that I have somehow neglected him, but 
without knowing very well how to rectify it. I live so 
remote from him—by Hackney—that he is almost out 
of the pale of visitation at Hampstead. And I come 
but seldom to Covt. Gardn. this summer time, and when 
I do, am sure to pay for the late hours and pleasant 
Novello suppers which I incur. I also am an invalid. 
But I will hit upon some way, that you shall not have 
cause for your reproof in future. But do not think 1 
take the hint unkindly. When I shall be brought low 
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by any sickness or untoward circumstance, write just 
such a letter to some tardy friend of mine—or come up 
yourself with your friendly Hensliaw face—and that will 
be better. I shall not forget in haste our casual day at 
Margate. May we have many such there or elsewhere ! 
God bless you for your kindness to H., which I will 
remember. But do not show Novello this, for the flout¬ 
ing infidel doth mock when Christians cry God bless us. 
Yours and too^ and all our little circle’s most aftcct®. 

C. Lamb. 

Mary’s love included. 


To JOHN RICKMAN. 


E. L House, 

Lktter COXXIII.] November 20, 1821. 

Dear Rickman—The Poor Admiral’s death would 
have been a greater shock to me, but that I have been 
used to death lately. Poor Jim White’s departure last 
year first broke the spell. I had been so fortunate as 
to have lost no friend in that way for many long years, 
and began to think people did not die. But they have 
since gone off thickly. My brother’s death happened 
when my sister was incapable of feeling it, but the know¬ 
ledge of it was communicated to her at the time, and 
she had not to receive it as a shock when she came back 
to reason. I hare reason to think this circumstance a 
great alleviation. She is now perfectly recovered after 
a very long illness, and pretty well resigned. We are 
come to town this day and shall be glad to receive a 
visit from you or to pay you one. 

M. 0. B. I have neither seen nor heard from for these 
two months. I hope your hopes will be justified in him. 
I am, dear R., yours faithfully, C. Lamb. 
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To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

IjF/n'KR CCXXIV.] March 9, 1822. 

Dear Colerid^^e—It gives me great satisfaction to 
hear that the pig turned out so well: they are interesting 
creatures at a certain age. What a pity such buds should 
blow out into the maturity of rank bacon ! You had all 
some of the crackling and brain sauce. Did you remem¬ 
ber to rub it with butter, and gently dredge it a little, 
just before the crisis^ Did the eyes come away kindly 
with no (Edipean avulsion ? Was the crackling the 
colour of the ripe pomegranate 1 Had you no complement 
of boiled neck of mutton before it, to blunt the edge of 
delicate desire 1 Did you flesh maiden teeth in it? Not 
that I sent the pig, or can form the remotest guess what 
part Owen couhl play in the business. I never knew him 
give anything away in my life. He would not begin 
with strangers. I suspect the pig, after all, Wius meant 
for me ; but at the unlucky juncture of time being absent, 
the present somehow went round to Highgate. To confess 
an honest truth, a pig is one of those things which I 
could never think of sending away. Teal, widgeon, 
snipes, barn-door fowls, ducks, geese—your tame villatic 
things—Welsh mutton, collars of brawn, sturgeon, fresh 
or pickled, your potted char, Swiss cheeses, French pies, 
early grapes, muscadines, I impart as freely unto my 
friends as to myself. They arc but self-extended; but 
pardon me if I stop somewhere. Where the fine feeling 
of benevolence giveth a higher smack than the sensual 
rarity, there my friends (or any good man) may command 
me; but pigs are pigs, and I myself therein am nearest 
to myself. Nay, I should think it an aftront, an under¬ 
valuing done to Nature who bestowed such a boon upon 
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mfi, if in a cliurliBh mood .1 parted with the precious gift. 
One of tlie bitterest pangs of remorse I ever hdt was when 
a child—when my kind old aunt had strained her pocket- 
strings to bestow a sixpenny whole ]>lum-cake upon me. 
In my way home through the Borough I met a venerable 
old man, not a mendicant, but tht^reabouta ; a look-beggar, 
)iot a verbal petitionist; and in the coxcombry of taught 
charity I gave away the cake to him. I walked on a 
little in all the pride of an Evangelical peacock, when of 
a sudden my old aunt’s kindness crossed me; the sum it 
was to her; the pleasure she had a right to expect that 
I — not the old impostor — should take in eating her 
cake; the ingratitude hy which, under the colour of a 
Christian virtue, I had frustrated her cherished purpose. 
I sobbed, wept, and took it to heart so grievously, that 
I think I never suffered the like; and I Avas right. It 
was a piece of unfeeling hypocrisy, and it proved a 
lesson to me ever after. The cake has long been 
masticated, consigned to the dunghill with the ashes of 
that unseasonably pauper. 

But when Providence, who is better to us all than our 
aunts, gives me a pig, remembering my temptation and 
my fall, I shall endeavour to act towards it more in the 
spirit of the donor’s purpose. 

Yours (short of pig) to command in everything. 

0. L. 
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To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CCXXV.] March 20, 1822. 

My clear Wordsworth—A letter from you is very 
gratc'ful; I have not seen a Kendal postmark so long! 
We are pretty well, save colds and rheumatics, and a 
certain deadness to everything, which I think I may date 
from poor John’s loss, and another accident or two at the 
same time, that liave made me almost bury myself at 
Dalston, where yet I see more faces than I could wish. 
Deaths overset one, and put one out long alter the recent 
grief. Two or three have died within tlic last two twelve¬ 
months, and so many parts of me have been numbed. 
One sees a picture, reads an anecdote, starts a casual 
fancy, and thinks to tell of it to this person in preference 
to every other: the person is gone whom it would have 
peculiarly suited. It won’t do for another. Every 
departure destroys a class of sympathies. There's Captain 
Biu-ney gone ! What fun has whist now 1 What matters 
it what you lead, if you can no longer fancy him looking 
over you 1 One never hears anything, but the image of 
the particular person occurs with whom alone almost you 
would care to share the intelligence. Thus one distributes 
oneself about; and now for so many parts of me I have 
lost the market. Common natures do not suflSce me. 
Good people, as they are called, won’t serve. I want 
individuals. I am made up of queer points, and I want 
so many answering needles. The going away of friends 
does not make the remainder more precious. It takes so 
much from them as there was a common link. A. B. 
and C. make a party. A. dies. B. not only loses A.; 
but all A.’s part in 0. C. loses A’s part in B., and so 
the alphabet sickens by subtraction of interchangeables. 
I express myself muddily, rapite dolente. I have a 
dulling cold. My theory is to enjoy life, but my practice 
is against it. I grow ominously tired of official confine¬ 
ment. Thirty years have I served the Philistines, and 
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my neck is not subdued to the yoke. You don’t know 
how wearisome it is to breathe the au* of four pent w'alls 
without relief, day after day, all the golden hours of the 
day between ten and four, without ease or interposition. 
Taxlei me harum quotidianarum fo't'marum, tliesc pesti¬ 
lential clerk-faces always in one’s dish. Oh for a few years 
between tlie grave and the desk!—they are the same, 
save that at the latter you are the outside machine. The 

foul enchanter-(“letters four do form his name”— 

Busirane is his name in hell), that has curtailed you of 
some domestic comforts, hath laid a heavier hand on me, 
not in present infliction, but in taking away the hope of 
enfranchisement. I diire not whisper to myself a pension 
on this side of absolute incapacitation and infirmity, till 
years Iiave sucked me dry ;—Otium cum indignitate. I 
had thought in a green old age (Oh green thought I) to 
have retired to Ponder’s End (emblematic name, how 
beautiful!), in the Ware Road, tliere to have made up my 
accounts with Heaven and the company, toddling about 
between it and Cheshunt; anon stretching, on some 
fine Izaak Walton morning, to Hoddesdon or Amwell, 
careless as a beggar; but walking, walking ever till I 
fairly walked myself off my legs, dying walking ! The 
hope is gone. I sit like Philomel all day (but not sing¬ 
ing), with my breast against this thorn of a desk, with 
the only hope that some pulmonary aliliction may relievo 
me. Vide Lord Palmerston’s report of the clerks in the 
War Office (Debates in this morning’s Times), by which 
it appears, in twenty years as many clerks have been 
coughed and catarrhed out of it into their freer graves. 
Thank you for asking about the pictures. Milton hangs 
over my fire-side in Covent Garden (when I am there), 
the rest have been sold for an old song, wanting the 
eloquent tongue that should have set them off! You 
have gratified me with liking my meeting with Dodd. 
For the Malvolio stoiy—the thing is become in verity a 
sad task, and I eke it out with anything. If I could 
slip out of it I should be happy, but our chief-reputed 
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assistants have forsaken us. The Opium-Eater crossed 
us once with a dazzling path, and liath as suddenly left 
us darkling; and, in short, I shall go on from dull to 
worse, because I cannot resist the booksellers’ importunity 
—the old plea you know of authors, but I believe on my 
part sincere. Hartley I do not so often see; but I never 
see him in unwelcome hour. I thoroughly love and 
honour him. I send you a frozen epistle, but it is Winter 
and dead time of the year with me. May heaven 
keep something like Spring and Summer up with you, 
strengthen your eyes, and make inine a little lighter to 
encounter with them, as X hope they shall yet and again, 
before all are closed. 

Yours, with every kind remembrance. 0. L. 

I had almost forgot to say, I think you thoroughly 
right about presentation copies. I should like to see 
you print a book I should grudge to purchase for its size. 
Hang me, but I would have it, though ! 

To WILLIAM GODWIN. 

Leiteu CCXXVI.] India House^ A'pril 13, 1822. 

Dear Godwin—I cannot imagine how you, who never 
in your writings have expressed younself disrespectfully of 
any one but your Maker, can have given offencti to Rickman. 

I have written to the Nuraberer of the People to ask 
when it will be convenient to him to be at home to Mr. 
Booth. I think it probable he may be out of town in 
the Parliamentary recess, but doubt not of a speedy 
answer. Pray return my recognition to Mr. Booth, 
from whose excellent Tables of Interest I daily receive 
inexpressible official facilities. 

Yours ever, C. Lamb. 

Letter CCXXVII.] May 10, 1822. 

Dear Godwin—I sincerely feel for all your trouble. 
Pray use the enclosed X50, and pay me when you can. 
I shall make it my business to see you very shortly. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 
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To JOHN CLARE. 

Le'itbr CCXXVIIL] India Uouse, August 81, 1822. 

Dear Clare—I thank you heartily for your present. 

I am an inveterate old Londoner, but while I am among 
your choice collections I seem to be native to them and 
free of the country. The quality of your observation has 
astonished me. What have most pleased me have been 
“ Recollections after a Ramble, ” and those “ Grongar 
Hill ” kind of pieces in eight syllable lines, my favourite 
measure, such as “ Cooper Hill ” and “ Solitude.” In 
some of your story-telling Ballads the provincial phrases 
sometimes startle me. I think you are too profuse with 
them. In poetry slan^ of every kind is to be avoided. 
There is a rustic Cockneyism, as little pleasing as ours 
of London. Transplant Arcadia to Hclpstoue. The 
true rustic style I think is to be found in Shenstone. 
Would his “Schoolmistress,” the prettiest of poems, 
have been bettor if ho had used quite the Goody’s own 
language 1 Now and then a home rusticism is fresh and 
startling; but when nothing is gained in expression, it is 
out of tenor. It may make folks smile and stare ; but 
the ungenial coalition of barbarous with refined phrases 
will prevent you in the end from being so generally tasted, 
as you desire to bo. Excuse my freedom, and take the 
same liberty with my ptins. 

I send you two little volumes of my spare hours. 
They are of all sorts: there is a Methodist hymn for 
Sundays and a farce for Saturday night. Pray give 
them a place on your shelf. Pray accept a little volume, 
of which I have a diqdicate, that I may return in equal 
number to your welcome presents. I think I am 
indebted to you for a sonnet in the L(mdon for 
August? 

Since I saW you I have been in France, and have 
eaten frogs. The nicest little rabbity things you ever 
tasted. Do look about for them. Make Mrs. Clare pick 
off the hind quarters, boil them plain, with parsley and 
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butter. The fore quarters are not so good. She may 
let them hop oft' by themselves. 

Yours sincerely, Chas. Lamb. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

India House, 

Lrtter CCXXIX.] September W, 1822. 

Dear Sir—You have misapprehended me sadly, if you 
suppose that I meant to impute any inconsistency in your 
writing poc'.try with your religious profession. I do not 
remember what I said, but it was spoken sportively, I am 
sure—one of my levities, which you are not so used to as 
my older friends, I probably was thinking of the light 
in which your so indulging yourself would appear to 
Quakers, and put their objection in my own foolish 
mouth. I would eat my words (provided they should be 
written on not very coarse paper) rather than I would throw 
cold water upon your, and my once, harmless 0 (;cupation. 

I have read “Napoleon” and the rest with delight. 
I like them for what they are, and for what they are 
not. I have sickened on the modern rhodomontade and 
Byronism, and your plain Quakerish beauty has captivated 
me. It is all wholesome cates; ay, and toothsome too; 
and withal Quakerish. If I were George Fox, and George 
Fox licenser of the press, they should have my absolute 
imprimatur. I hope I have removed the impression. 

I am, like you, a prisoner to the desk. I have been 
chained to that galley thirty years,—a long shot. I have 
almost grown to the wood. If no imaginative poet, I am 
sure I am a figurative one. Do “ Friends ” allow puns ? 
verbal equivocations 1 They are unjustly accused of it; 
and I did my little best in the “ Imperfect Sympathies ” 
to vindicate them. I am very tired of clerking it, but 
have no remedy. Did you see a Sonnet to this purpose 
in the Examiner ?— 

“ Who first invented work, and bound the free 
And holy-day rejoicing spirit down 



46 


LUriTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


To the ever-haunting importunity 
Of business, in the green liehls and the town, 

To plough, loom, anvil, spade ; and oh, most sad, 

'I’o that dry <lruclgery at the desk’s dead wood? 

Who but the })eiug uublest, alien from good, 
Sabbathless Satan ! he who his unglad 
Task ever pliea, 'mid rotatory burnings, 

Tliat round and round incalculably reel ; 

For wrath Diviue hath made him like a wheel 
In that red realm from which are no returuings ; 
Where, toiling and turmoiling, ever and aye. 

He and his thoughts keep pensive worky-day.” 

1 faiK^y the sentiment oxprest above will be nearly 
your own. The expression of it probably would not so 
well suit with a follower of John Woolinan. But I do 
not know whether diabolism is a part of your creed, or 
where indeed to find an exposition of your creed at all. 
In feelings and matters not dogmatical, I hope I am half 
a Quaker. Believe me, with groat respect, yours, 

0. Lamb. 

I shall always bo happy to see or hear from you. 

To Mrs. KENNEY. 

Letter CCXXX.] Londmi, Se2^iemher 11, 1822. 

Dear Mrs. K.—Mary got home safe on Friday night. 
She has suffered only a common fatigue, but as she is 
weakly, begs me to thank you in both our names for all 
the trouble she has been to you. She did not succeed in 
saving Robinson’s fine waistcoat. They could not com¬ 
prehend liow a waistcoat, marked Henry Robinson, could 
be a part of Miss Lamb’s wearing apparel. So they 
seized it for the king, who will probably appear in it at 
the next levee. Next to yourself^, our best thanks to H. 
Puyne. I waa disappointed he came not with her. Tell 
Kenney the Cow has got out, by composition, paying so 
much in the pound. The canary bird continues her 
sleep-persuading strains. Pray say to Ellen that I think 
the verses very pretty which she slipt into my pocket on 
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the last day of my being at Versailles. The stanzas on 
Ambition arc fmOj allowing for the age of the writer. 
The thought that the present King of Spain whom I 
suppose she means by the “ brown monarch,” sitting in 
state among his grandees, is like 

“ A sparrow lonely on the house’s top,” 
is perhaps a little forced. The next line is better, 

” Too high to stoop, though not afraid to drop.” 

Pray deliver what follows to my dear wife Sophy. 

My dear Sophy—The few short days of connubial 
felicity which I passed with you among the pears and 
apricots of Versailles were some of the happiest of my 
life. But they are flown ! 

And your other half—your dear co-twin - - that she-you 
—that almost equal sharer of my affections : you and 
she are my better half, a quarter a-piece. She and 
you are my pretty sixpence—you the head, and she the 
tail. Sure, Heaven that made you so alike must pardon 
the error of an inconsiderate moment, should I for love 
of you, love her too well Do you think laws were made 
for lovers 1 I think not. 

Adieu, amiable Pair, Yours and yours 0. Lamb. 

P.S .—I enclose half a dear kiss a-piece for you. 


To Me. BARRON FIELD. 

Letter OOXXXI.] September 22, 1822. 

My dear F.—I scribble hastily at office. Frank wants 
my letter presently. I and sister are just returned from 
Paris!! We have eaten frogs. It has been such a 
treat! You know our monotonous tenor. Frogs are the 
nicest little delicate things—rabbity-flavoured. Imagine 
a Lilliputian rabbit 1 They fricassee them; but in my 
mind, drest seethed, plain, with parsley and butter, would 
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have been the decision of Apiciua. Paris is a glorious 
picturesque old city. London looks mean and new to it, 
as the town of Washington would, seen after it. But 
they have no St. Paul’s, or Westminster Abbey. The 
Seine, so much despised by Cockneys, is exactly the size 
to run through a magnificent street; palaces a mile long 
on one side, lofty Ediiibro’ stone (O the glorious antiques !) 
houses on the other. The Thames disunites London and 
Southwark. I had Talma to supper with me. He has 
picked up, as I believe, an authentic portrait of Shaks- 
peare. He paid a broker about £40 English for it. It 
is painted on the one half of a pair of bellows,—a lovely 
picture, corresponding with the folio head. The bellows 
has old carved wings round it, and round the visnomy is 
inscribed, as near as I remember, not divided into rhyme 
—I found out the rhyme— 

“ Whom hnve we here, 

Stuck ou the hellow.s, 

But the Prince of good fellows, 

Willy Shakspeare 

At top— 

“ 0 ba.se and coward luck 
To be here stuck 1”—PoiNB. 

At bottom— 

“ Nay ! rather a glorious lot is to him assign’d, 

Who, like the Almighty, rides upon the wind** 

Pistol 

This is all in old carved wooden letters. The counte¬ 
nance smiling, sweet, and intellectual beyond measure, 
even as he was immeasurable. It may be a forgery. 
They laugh at me and tell me Ireland is in Paris, and 
has been putting off a portrait of the Black Prince. How 
far old wood may be imitated I cannot say. Ireland was 
not found out by his parchments, but by his poetry. I 
am confident no painter on either side the Channel could 
have painted anything near like the face I saw. Again, 
would such a painter and forger have taken £40 for a 
thing, if authentic, worth £4000 ? Talma is not in the 
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secret, for he had not even found out the rhymes in the 
first inscription. ITe is coining over with it, and, my 
life to Southey’s Thalaba, it will gain universal faith. 

The letter is wanted, and I am wanted. Imagine the 
blank tilled up with all kind things. 

Our joint hearty remembrances to both of you. 

Yours, as ever, 0. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

EaH India House^ 

Lettfr CCXXXII.] Octoher 

Dear Sir—I am ashamed not sooner to have acknow¬ 
ledged your letter and poem. I think the latter very 
temperate, very serious, and very seasonable. I do not 
think it will convert the club at Pisa, neither do I think 
it will satisfy the bigots on our side the water. Some¬ 
thing like a parody on the song of Ariel would please 
them better:— 

“ Full fathom five the Atheist lies, 

Of his bones are hell-dice made.” 

I want time, or fancy, to fill up the rest. I sincerely 
sympathise with you on your doleful confinement. Of 
time, health, and riches, the first in order is not last in 
excellence. Riches are chiefly good because they give us 
Time. What a weight of wearisome prison hours have I 
to look back and forward to, as quite cut out of life ! and 
the sting of the thing is, that for six hours every day I 
have no business which I could not contract into two, if 
they would let mo work task-work. I shall be glad to 
hear that your grievance is mitigated. Shelley I saw 
once. His voice was the most obnoxious squeak I ever 
was tormented with, ten thousand times worse than the 
Laureate’s, whose voice is the worst part about him, 
except his Laureateship. Lord Byron opens upon him on 
Monday in a parody (I suppose) of the Vision of Jvdg- 
menty in which latter the Poet I think did not much show 
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kis. To award his Heaven and his IIell in the pre¬ 
sumptuous manner he has done, was a piece of immodesty 
as bad as Shelleyisin. 

I am returning a poor letter. I was formerly a great 
scribbler in that way, but my hand is out of order. If 
I said my head too, I should not be very much out, but 
I will tell no tales of myself; I will therefore end (after 
my best thanks, with a hope to see you again some time 
in London), begging you to accept this letteret for a 
letter—a leveret makes a better present than a grown 
hare, and short troubles (as the old excuse goes) are best, 

I licar that Lloyd is well, and has returned to his 
family. I think this will give you pleasure to hear. 

I remain, dear sir, yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To B. R. HAYDON. 

LPiTTRU CCX X .X111.1 India Jlcnise, Octohrr 1P. 1822. 

Dear Hay don—Poor Godwin has been turned out of 
his house and business in Skinner Street, and if he does 
not pay two years’ arrears of rent, he will have the whole 
stock, furniture, etc., of his new house (in the Strand) 
seized when term begins. We are trying to raise a sub¬ 
scription for him. My object in writing this is simply 
to ask you, if this is a kind of case which would be likely 
to interest Mrs. Coutts in his behalf, and w?vOy in your 
opinion, is the best person to speak with her on his 
behalf. Without the aid of from £300 to £400 by that 
time, early in November, he will be ruined. You are 
the only person I can think of, of his acquaintance, and 
can perhaps, if not yourself, recommend the person most 
likely to influence her. Shelley had engaged to clear 
him of all dmands, and he has gone down to the deep 
insolvent. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 

Is Sir Walter to be applied to, and by what channel 1 
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Letter CCXXXIV.] Tuesday {October 1822]. 

Dear H.—I have written a very respectful letter to 
Sir W. S. Godwin did not write, because he leaves all 
to his Committee, as I will explain to you. If this 
rascaUy weather holds you will see but one of us on that 
day. 

Yours, with many thanks, Charles Lamb. 


To JOHN HOWARD PAYNE. 

Lp.rrKR CCXXXV.] Thursday, November 1822. 

“ Ali Pacha ” will do. I sent my sister the first 
night, not having been able to go myself, and her report 
of its effect was most favourable. 1 saw it last night— 
the third night—and it was most satisfactorily received. 
I have been sadly disappointed in Talfourd, who does the 
critiques in the “ Times,” and who promised his strenuous 
services; but by some damn’d arrangement he was sent 
to the wrong house, and a most iniquitous account of 
“ Ali ” substituted for his, which I am sure would have 
been a kind one. The “ Morning Herald ” did it ample 
justice, without appearing to puff it. It is an abominable 
misrepresentation of the “Times,” that Farren played 
Ali like Lord Ogilby. He acted infirmity of body, but 
not of voice or purpose. His manner was even grand. 
A grand old gentleman. His falling to the earth when 
his son’s death was announced was fine as anything I 
ever saw. It was as if ho had been blasted. Miss Foote 
looked helpless and beautiful, and greatly helped the 
piece. It is going on steadily, I am sure, for many 
nights. Marry, I was a little disappointed with Hassan, 
who tells us he subsists by cracking court jests before 
Hali; but he made none. In all the rest, scenery and 
machinery, it was faultless. I hope it will bring you 
here. I should be most glad of that. I have a room 
for you, and you shall order your own dinner three days 
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ill the week. I must retain own authority for the 
rest. As far as ma^^azines go, f. can an-swer for Talfourd 
in the “ New Monthly.” He cannot be put out there. 
But it is established as a favourite, and can do without 
these expletives. I long to talk over with you the 
Shakspeare Picture. My doubts of its being a forgery 
mainly rest upon the goodness of the picture. The 
bellows might be tnimpcd up, but where did the painter 
spring from 1 Is Ireland a con.summate artist—or any of 
Ireland’s accomplices?—but we shall confer upon it, 1 
hope. The “ New Times,” I understand was favourable to 
“ Ali,” but I have not seen it. I am sensible of the want 
of method in this letter, but I have been deprived of the 
connecting organ by a practice I have fallen into since I 
left Paris, of taking too much strong spirits of a night. 
I must return to the Hotel de TEurope and Macon. 

How is Kenney ? Have you seen my friend White ? 
What is Poole about, etc. 1 Do not write, but come and 
answer me. 

The weather is charming, and there ie a mermaid to 
be seen in London. You may not have the opportunity 
of inspecting such a Poissarde once again in ten centuries. 

My sister joins me in the hope of seeing you. 

Yours truly, C. Lamb. 


Lrtteu CCXXXVI.] Wednesday, November 13, ’22. 

Dear P.—Owing to the inconvenience of having two 
lodgings, I did not get your letter quite so soon as I 
should. The India House is my proper address, where 
I am sure for the fore part of every day. The instant I 
got it, I adtlressed a letter, for Kemble to see, to my 
friend Henry Robertson, the Treasurer of Coveut Garden 
Theatre. He had a conference with Kemble, and the 
result is, that Robertson, in the name of the management, 
recognised to me the full ratifying of your bargain ; £260 
for Ali, the “ Slaves,” and another piece which they had 
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not received. He asaiires me the whole will be i)aid you, 
or the proportion for the two former, as soon as ever the 
Treasury will permit it. He offered to write the same 
to you, if I pleased. Ho thinks in a month or so they 
will be able to liquidate it. He is positive no trick 
could be meant you, as Mr. Planchd’s alterations, which 
were trilling, were not at all considered as affecting your 
bargain. With respect to the copyright of “Ali,” he 
was of opinion no money would be given for it, as “ Ali ” 
is quite laid aside. This explanation being given, you 
would not think of printing the two copies together by 
way of recrimination. He told me the secret of the two 
“Galley Slaves” at Drury Lane. Ellistou, if he is 
informed right, engaged Poole to translate it, but before 
Poole’s translation arrived, finding it coming out at Oov. 
Gar., he procured copies of two several translations of 
it in Loudon. So you see here are four translations, 
reckoning yours. I fear no copyright would be got for 
it, for anybody may print it and anybody has. Yours 
has run seven nights, and R. is of opinion it will not 
exceed in number of nights the niglits of “ Ali ”—about 
thirteen. But your full right to your bargain with the 
management is in the fullest manner recognised by him 
officially. He gave mo every hope the money will be 
spared as soon as they can spare it. He said a month or 
two, but seemed to me to mean about a month, A new 
lady is coming out in Juliet, to whom they look very 
confidently for replenishing their treasury. Robertson is 
a very good fellow and I can rely upon his statement. 
Should you have any more pieces, and want to get a 
copyright for them, I am the worst person to negotiate 
with any bookseller, having been cheated by all I have 
had to do with (except Taylor and Hessey,—but they do 
not publish theatrical pieces), and I know not how to go 
about it, or who to apply to. But if you had no better 
negotiator, I should know the minimum you expect, for 
I should not like to make a bargain out of my own head, 
being (after the Duke of Wellington) the worst of all 
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negotiators. I find from Robertson you have written to 
Bishop on tlir subject. Have you named anything of 
the copyright of the “Slaves’"! R. thinks no publisher 
would pay for it, and you would not risk it on your 
own account. This is a mere business letter, so I will 
just send my love to my little wife at Versailles, to her 
dear mother, (^tc. 

Believe me, yours truly, 0. L. 


To J. TAYLOR. 

l.KTTEH CCXXXVH.] December 7, 1822. 

Dear Sir—I should like the enedosed Dedication to be 
printed, unless you dislike it. I like it. It is in the 
olden style. But if you object to it, put forth the book 
as it is; only pray don’t let the printer mistake the word 
curt for curd. 0. L. 


DEDICATION. 

TO THE FRIENDLY AND JUDICIOUS READER, 

who will take these Papers, as they were meant; not 
understanding everything perversely in its absolute and 
literal sense, but giving fair construction, as to an 
after-dinner conversation; allowing for the rashness and 
nccossaiy incompleteness of first thoughts; and not 
remembering, for the i>urpose of an after taunt, words 
spoken peradventurc after the fourth glass, the Author 
wishes (what he would will for himself) plenty of good 
friends to stand by him, good books to solace him, 
prosperous events to all his honest undertakings, and a 
candid interpretation to his most haaty words and actions. 
The other sort (and he hopes many of them will purchase 
his book too) he greets with the curt invitation of Timou, 
“Uncover, dogs, and lap:” or he dismisses them with 
the confident securitv of the philosopher,—“you beat 
but on the case of Elia.” On better consideration, pray 
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omit that Dedication. Tho Essays want no Preface : they 
are all Preface. A Preface is notiiing but a talk with 
the reader; and they do nothing else. Pray omit it. 

There will be a sort of Preface in the next Magazine, 
whic^h may act as an advertisement, but not proper for 
the volume. 

Let Elia come forth bare as he was born. 

0. L. 

Messrs. Taylor and Hesaey, 

Mooksullers, Fleet Strett. 

No Preface. 


To Mk. WALTER WILSON. 

Letter CCXXXVIII.] E. J. IL, D^crnif>er 16, 1822. 

Dear Wilson —Lightning I was going to call you. 
You must have thought me negligent in not answering 
your letter sooner. But I have a habit of never writing 
letters but at the office; ’tis so much time cribbed out 
of the Company; and I am just got out of the thick of 
a tea-sale, in which most of the entry of notes, deposits, 
etc., usually falls to my share. 

I have nothing of De Foe’s but two or three novels 
and the “ Plague History.” I can give you no informa¬ 
tion about him. As a slight general character of what I 
remember of them (for I have not looked into them 
latterly), I would say that in the appearance of truihy in 
all the incidents and conversations that occur in them, 
they exceed any works of fiction I am acquainted with. 
It is perfect illusion. The autiwr never appears in these 
self-narratives (for so they ought to be called, or rather 
autobiographies), but the narrator chains us down to an 
implicit belief in everything he says. There is all the 
minute detail of a log-book in it. Dates are painfully 
pressed upon the memory. Facts are repeated over and 
over in varying phases, till you cannot choose but believe 
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them. It is like reading evidenee given in a court ol 
justice. So anxious the story-teller seems that the truth 
should be clearly comprehended, tliut wlieii he has told 
us a matter of fact or a motive, in a line or two farther 
down he repeata it, with his favourite figure of speech, 
“ I say,” so and so, though he had made it abundantly 
plain before. This is in imitation of the common people’s 
way of speaking, or rather of the way in which they are 
addressed by a master or mistress, who wishes to impress 
something upon their memories, and has a wonderful 
effect upon matter-of-fact readers. Indeed it is to such 
principally that he writes. His style is evv-nywhere 
Ixiautiful, but plain and iKunely. Robinson Crusoe is 
delightful to all ranks and classes, but it is easy to see 
that it is written in phraseology peculiarly adapted to 
the lower conditions of readers; hence it is an e8])ecial 
favourite with seafaring men, poor Ixiys, servant-maids, 
etc. His novels are capital kitchen-reading, while they 
are worthy, from their deep interest, to find a shelf in 
the libraries of the wealthiest and the most learned. His 
passion for imtter-of-f<ict narrative sometimes betrayed 
liim into a long relation of common incidents, which 
might happen to any man, and have no interest but the 
intense appearance of truth in them, to recommend them. 
The whole latter half or two-thirds of “ Colonel Jack ” 
is of this description. The beginning of “ Colonel Jack ” 
is the most affecting natural picture of a young thief that 
was ever drawn. His losing the stolon money in the 
hollow of a tree, and finding it again when he was in 
despair, and then being in equal distress at not knowing 
how to dispose of it, and several similar touches in the 
early history of the Colonel, evince a deep knowledge of 
human nature; and putting out of (juestion the superior 
romantic interest of the latter, in my mind very much 
exceed Crusoe. “Roxana” (first edition) is the next in 
interest, though he left out the best part of it in subse¬ 
quent editions from a foolish hypercriticism of his friend 
Southeme. But “ Moll Flanders,” the “ Account of the 
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Plague,” etc., are all of one family, and have the same 
stamp of character. 

Believe me, with friendly recollections, Brother (as I 
used to call you), yours, C. Lamb. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCXXXIX.] December 28, 1822. 

Dear Sir—I have been so distracted with business 
and one thing or other, I have not had a quiet quarter 
of an hour for epistolary purposes. Christmas, too, is 
come, which always puts a rattle into my morning skull. 
It is a visiting, unquiet, unquakerish season. I get 
more and more in love with solitude, and proportionately 
hampered with company. I hope you liave some holidays 
at this period. I have one day—Christmas Day ; alas ! 
too few to commemorate the season. All work and no 
play dulls me. Company is not play, but many times 
hard work. To play, is for a man to do what he pleases, 
or to do nothing—to go about soothing his particular 
fancies. I have lived to a time of life to have outlived 
the good hours, the nine o’clock suppers, with a bright 
hour or two to clear up in afterwards. Now you cannot 
get tea before that hour, and then sit gaping, music- 
bothered perhaps, till half-past twelve brings up the 
tray ; and what you steal of convivial enjoyment after, is 
heavily paid for in the disquiet of to-morrow’s head. 

I am pleased with your liking John Woodvil^ and 
amused with your knowledge of our drama being confined 
to Shakspcarc and Miss Baillie. What a world of fine 
territory between Land’s End and Johnny Groat’s have 
you missed traversing ! I could almost envy you to have 
so much to read. I feel as if I had read all the books I 
want to read. 0 to forget Fielding, Steele, etc., and 
read ’em new! 

Can you tell me a likely place where I could pick up, 
cheap. Fox’s journal ? There are no Quaker circulating 
libraries 1 Elwood, too, I must have. I rather grudge 
tiiat Southey has taken up the history of your people: 
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I am afraid he will put in some iovity. I am afraid I 
am not quite exein})t from that fault in certain magazine 
articles, whore 1 have introduced mention of them. 
Were they to do again, I would reform them. Why 
should not you write a pot'tical account of your old 
worthies, deducing them from Fox to Woolman 1 But I 
remember you did talk of something in that kind, as a 
counterpart to the “ Ecclesiastical Sketches.” But would 
not a poem be more consecutive than a string of sonnets I 
You have no martyrs quite to the fire, I think, among 
you ; but ]>lenty of heroic confessors, spirit-martyrs, lamb- 
lions. Think of it; it would be better than a scries of 
sonnets on “ Eminent Bankers.” I like a hit at our way 
of life, though it does well for me, better than anything 
short of all one's time to oyie's self; for which alone I 
rankle with envy at the rich. Books are good, and 
pictures are good, and money to buy them therefore good; 
but to buy time ! in other words, life ! 

The “compliments of the time” to you should end 
my letter; to a Friend, I suppose, I must say the 
“ sincerity of the season ”; I hope they both mean the 
same. With excuses for this hastily-penned note, believe 
me, with great respect, 0. Lamb. 

To Miss WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CCXL.] 

Mary perfectly approves of the appropriation of the 
feathers^ and wishes them peacock’s for your fair niece’s 
sake. 

Christmas 1822. 

Dear Miss Wordsworth—I had just written the above 
endearing words when Monkhouse tapped me on the 
shoulder with an invitation to cold goose pie, which I 

was not bird of that sort enough to decline. Mrs. M-, 

I am most happy to say, is better. Mary has been tor¬ 
mented with rheumatism, which is leaving her. I am 
suffering from the festivities of the season. I wonder 
how my, misused carcass holds it out. 1 have played the 
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experimental philosopher on it, that’s certain. Willy 
shall be welcome to a inince-pie, and a bout at commerce 
whenever he cornea. He wjia in our eye. I am ^lad 
you liked my new year’s speculations : everybody likes 
them, except the author of the Pleasures of Hope, Dis¬ 
appointment attend him ! llow I like to be liked, and 
wJiat I do to be liked ! They flatter me in magazines, 
newspapers, and all the minor reviews; the Quarterlies 
hold aloof. But they must come into it in time, or 
their leaves be waste paper. Salute Trinity Library in 
my name. Two special tldngs arc worth seeing at Cam¬ 
bridge, a portrait of Cromwell, at Sydney, and a better 
of Dr. Harvey (who found out that blood was red), at 
Dr. Davy’s; you should see them. Coleridge is pretty 
well. I have not seen him, but hear often of him from 
Allsop, who sends me hares and pheasants twice a week; 
I can hardly take so fast as he gives. I have almost 
j’orgotten butcher's meat, as plebeian. Are you not glad 
the cold is gone 'I I find Winters not so agreeable as 
they used to be “ when Winter bleak had charms for me.” 
I cannot conjure up a kind similitude for those snowy 
flakes. Let them keep to twelfth cakes ! 

Mrs. Paris, our Cambridge friend, has been in town. 
You do not know the Watfords in Trurapington Street. 
They are capital people. Ask anybody you meet who is 
the biggest woman in Cambridge, and I’ll hold you a 
wager they’ll say Mrs. Smith. She broke down two 
benches in Trinity gardens, one on the confines of St. 
John’s, which occasioned a litigation between the Societies 
as to repairing it. In warm weather she retires into an 
ice-cellar (literally !) and dates the returns of the years 
from a hot Thursday some twenty years back. She sits 
in a room with opposite doors and windows, to let in a 
thorough draught, which gives her slenderer friends 
tooth-aches. She is to be seen in the market every 
morning, at ten, cheapening fowls, which I observe the 
Cambridge poulterers are not sufficiently careful to stump. 

Having now answered most of the points contain^ 
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in your letter, let me end with assuring you of oiu* very 
best kiiidriess, and excuse Mary from not handling the 
pen on this occasion, especially as it has fallen into so 
much better hands ! Will Dr. W. accept of my respects 
at the end of a foolish letter? (J. L. 


To-DIBDIN, Esq. 


LkttruCOXLL] 1822. 

It is hard when a gentleman cannot remain concealed, 
who atl'ceteth obscurity with greater avidity than most 
do seek to have their good deeds brought to light—to 
have a prying inquisitive finger (to the danger of its own 
scorching) busied in removing the little peck measure 
(scripturally a bushel) under which one hiul hoped to bury 
his small candle. The receipt of fern-seed, I think, in 
this curious age, would scarce help a man to walk 
invisible. 

V/ell, I am discovered—and thou thyself, who 
thoughtest to shelter under the pease-cod of initiality (a 
stale and shallow device), art no less dragged to light. 

Thy slender anatomy—thy skeletonian D-fleshed and 

sinewed out to the plump expansion of six characters— 
thy tuneful genealogy deduced. 

By the way, what a name is Timothy ! Lay it down, 
I beseech thee, and in its plac.e take up the properer 
sound of Timotheus. 

Then mnyst thou with unblushing fingers handle the 
lyre “ familiar to the D-n name.” 

With much difticulty have I traced thee to thy 
lurking-place. Many a goodly name did I run over, 
bewildered between Dorrien, and Doxat, and Dover, and 
Dakin, and Daintry—a wilderness of D’s—till at last I 
thought I had hit it—my coiyectures wandering upon a 
melancholy Jew—you wot the Israelite upon 'Change— 
Master Daniels, a contemplative Hebrew, to the which 
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guess I was the rather led by the consideration that most 
of his nation are great readers. 

Nothing is so common as to see them in the Jews’ 
Walk, with a bundle of scrip in one hand and the Man 
of Feeling or a volume of Sterne in the other. 

I am a rogue if T can collect what manner of face 
thou earnest, though thou seemest so familiar with mine. 
If I remember thou didst not dimly resemble the man 
Daniels, whom at first I took thee for—a careworn, 
mortified, economical, commercio-political countenance, 
with an agreeable limp in thy gait, if Elia mistake thee 
not. I think I should shake hands with thee, if T met 
thee. 


To Mr. and Mrs. BRUTON. 

LRrrERCCXLTI.] ./imiiary 6, 1823. 

The pig was above my feeble praise. It was a dear 
pigmy. There was some contention as to who should 
have the ears; but, in spite of his obstinacy (deaf as 
those little creatures arc to advice), I contrived to get at 
one of them. 

It came in boots too, which I took as a favour. 
Generally these pretty toes, pretty toes! are missing ; 
but I suppose he wore them to look taller. 

He must have been the least of his race. His little 
foots would have gone into the silver slipper. I take him 
to have been a Chinese and a female. 

If Evelyn could have seen him, he would never have 
farrowed two such prodigious volumes; seeing how much 
good can be contained in—how small a compass ! 

He crackled delicately. 

I left a blank at the top of my letter, not being deter¬ 
mined which to address it to: so farmer and farmer’s 
wife will please to divide our thanks. May your granaries 
be full, and your rats empty, and your chickens plump, 
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and your envious neighbours lean, and your labourers 
busy, and you as idle and as happy as the day is long! 

VlVR l/AORICULTURr, ! 

How do you make your i»igs ho little ? 

They are vastly engaging at the age : 

I was so myself. 

Now I am a <listtgroeable old hog, 

A middle-aged gcntloman-and-a-half, 

My faculties (thank God I) are not much impaired. 

I have my sight, hearing, taste, pretty perfect; and 
can read the Lord’s Prayer in common typo, by the help 
of a candle, without making many mistakes. 

Believe me, that while my faculties last, I shall ever 
cherish a proper appreciation of your many kindnesses in 
this way, and that the last lingering relish of past favours 
upon my dying memory will be the smack of that little 
eai\ It was the left ear, which is lucky. Many happy 
returns, not of the pig, but of the New Year, to both ! 
Mary, for her share of the pig and the memoirs, desires 
to send the same. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter COX LI II.] January 9, 1828. 

“ Throw yourself on the world without any rational 
plan of Bupp')rt, beyond what the chance employ of book¬ 
sellers would afford you! 1! ” 

Throw yourself rather, my dear sir, from the steep 
Tarpeian rock, slap-dash headlong upon iron spikes. If 
you had but five consolatory minutes between the desk 
and the bed, make much of them, and live a century in 
them, rather than turn slave to the booksellers. They are 
Turks and Tartars when they have poor authors at their 
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beck. Hitherto you have l)een at arm’s length from 
them. Come not within their grasp. I have known 
many authors for bread, some repining, others envy¬ 
ing the blessed seeurity of a countiiig-houso, all agreeing 
they would rather have been tailors, weavers,—what not, 
rather than the things they were, I have known some 
starved, some to go mad, one dear friend literally dying 
in a workhouse. You know not what a rapacious, dis¬ 
honest set these booksellers are. Ask even Southey, 
who (a single case almost) has made a fortune by book 
drudgery, what ho has found them. Oh, you know not 
(may you never know!) the miseries of subsisting by 
authorship. ’Tis a pretty appendage to a situation like 
yours or mine; but a slavery, worse than all slavery, to 
be a bookseller’s dependant, to drudge your brains for 
pots of ale and breasts of mutton, to change your free 
thoughts and voluntary numbers for ungi*acious task-work. 
Those fellows hate us. The reason I take to be, that 
contrary to other trades, in which the master gets all the 
credit (a jeweller or silversmith for instance), and the 
journeyman, who really does the fine work, is in the back¬ 
ground,—in our work the world gives all the credit to us, 
whom tJi^y consider as their journeymen, and therefore 
do they hate us, and cheat us, and oppress us, and would 
wring the blood of us out, to put another sixpence in 
their mechanic pouches ! I contend that a bookseller has 
a relative honesty towards authors, not like his honesty 
to the rest of the world. B., who first engaged me 
as “Elia,” has not paid me up yet (nor any of us 
without repeated mortifying appeals), yet how the knave 
fawned when I was of service to him ! Yet I dare say 
the fellow is punctual in settling his milk-score, etc. 

Keep to your bank, and the bank will keep you. 
Trust not to the public; you may hang, starve, drown 
yourself, for anything that worthy personage cares. I 
bless every star that Providence, not seeing good to make 
me independent, has seen it next good to settle me upon 
the stable foundation of Leadenhall Sit down, good 
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B. B., in the banking-office. What! is there not from 
six to eleven p.m. six clays in the week, and is there not 
all Sunday? Fie, what a superfluity of man’s time, if 
you could think so!—enough for relaxation, mirth, con¬ 
verse, poetry, good thoughts, quiet thoughts. Oh the 
corroding, torturing, tormenting thoughts, that disturb 
the brain of the unlucky wight who must draw upon it 
for daily sustenance 1 Henceforth I retract all my fond 
complaints of mercatitile emi)loyment; look upon them as 
lovers’ quarrels. I was but half in earnest Welcome 
dead timber of a desk, that makes me live. A little 
grumbling is a wholesome medicine for the spleen; but 
in my inner heart do I approve and embrace this our 
close but unharassing way of life. I am quite serious. 
If you can send me Fox, 1 will not keep it nx weeks^ and 
will return it, with warm thanks to yourself and friend, 
without blot or dog’s ear. You will much oblige me by 
this kindness. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To J. HOWARD PAYNE. 

Lkti’KK OCXLIV.] yanwary 23, '28. 

Dear Payne—I have no mornings (my day begins at 
6 p.M.) to transact business in, or talents for it, so 1 
employ Mary, who has seen Robertson, who says that the 
Piece which is to be Operafied was sent to you six weeks 
since by a Mr. Himter, whose journey has been delayed, 
but he supposes you have it by this time. On receiving 
it back properly done, the rest of your dues will be forth¬ 
coming. You have received £30 from Harwood, I hope ? 
Bishop was at the theatre when Mary called, and he has 
put your other piece into 0. Kemble's hands (the piece you 
talk of offering Elliston) and 0. K. sent down word that 
he had not yet had time to read it So stand your affairs 
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at present. Glosaop has got the Murderer.” Will you 
address him on the subject, or shall I—that is, Maryl 
She says you must write more showahle letters about 
these matters, for, with all oim trouble of crossing out 
this word, and giving a cleaner turn to th’ other, and 
folding down at this part, and squeezing an obnoxious 
epithet into a corner, she can hardly communicate their 
contents without offence. What, man, put less gall in 
your ink, or write me a biting tragedy 1 

0. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Lkttkr OCXLV.] Ftbruarij 17, 1823. 

My dear Sir—I have read quite through the ponderous 
folio of George Fox. I think Sewell has been judicious 
in omitting certain parts, as for instance where G. F. hai 
revealed to him the natures of all the creatures in their 
names, as Adam had. He luckily turns aside from that 
compendious study of natural history, which might have 
superseded Buffon, to his proper spiritual pursuits, only 
just hinting what a philosopher he might have been. 
The ominous passage is near the beginning of the book. 
It is clear he means a physical knowledge, without trope 
or figure. Also, pretences to miraculous healing, and the 
like, are more frequent than I should have suspected from 
the epitome in Sewell. He is nevertheless a great spirit¬ 
ual man, and I feel very much obliged by your procuring 
me the loan of it. How I like the Quaker phrases I— 
though I think they were hardly completed till Woolman. 
A pretty little manual of Quaker language (with an 
endeavour to explain them) might be gathered out of his 
book. Could not you do it 1 I have read through G. F. 
without finding any explanation of the term first volume 
in the title-page. It takes in all, both his life and his 

VOL. II. F 
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death. Are there more last words of him 1 Pray how 
may I return it to Mr. Sewell at Ipswich 1 I fear to 
send such a treasure by a stage-coach; not lit at 1 am 
afraid of the coachman or the guard’s reading it; but it 
might be lost. Can you put me in a way of sending it 
in safety % The kind-hearted owner trusted it to me for 
six months ; I think I was about as many days in getting 
through it, and I do not think that I skipped a word of 
it. I have quoted G. F. in my “ Quaker’s Meeting,” as 
having said he waa “ lifted up in spirit ” (which I felt at 
the time to be not a Quaker phrase), “ and the judge and 
jury were as dead men under his feet.” I find no such 
words in his journal, and I did not get them from Sewell, 
and the latter sentence 1 am sure I did not mean to 
invent: I must have put some other Quaker’s words into 
his mouth. Is it a fatality in me, that everything I 
touch turns into “ a lie I once quoted two lines from 
a translation of Dante, which Hazlitt very greatly 
admired, and quoted in a book as proof of the stupendous 
power of that poet; but no such lines are to be found in 
the translation, which has been searched for the purpose. 
I must have dreamed them, for I am quite certain I did 
not forge them knowingly. What a misfortune to have 
a lying memory ! Yes, I have seen Miss Coleridge, and 
wisli I had just such a—daughter. God love her ! To 
think she should have had to toil through five octavos of 
that cursed (I forget I write to a Quaker) Abbeypony 
History, and then to abridge them to three, and all for 
J&1131—at her years to be doing stupid Jesuits’ Latin 
into English, when she should be reading or writing 
romances I Heaven send her uncle do not breed her up 
a Quarterly Reviewer 1 which reminds me that he has 
spoken very respectfully of you in the last Number, 
which is the next thing to having a Review all to one’s 
self. Your description of Mr. Mitford’s place makes me 
long for a pippin and some caraways, and a cup of sack 
in his orchard, when the sweets of the night come in. 

0. Lamb. 
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To J. HOWARD PAYNE. 

Lkttkr CCXLVI.J February 1828. 

My dear Miss Lamb—I have enclosed for you Mr. 
Payne’s piece called “Grandpapa,” which I regret to say 
is not thought to be of the nature that will suit this 
theatre; but as there appears to be much merit in it, 
Mr. Kemble strongly recommends that you should send 
it to the English Opera House, for which it seems to be 
excellently adapted. As you have already been kind 
enough to be our medium of communication with Mr. 
Payne, I have imposed this trouble upon you; but if you 
do not like to act for Mr. Payne in the business, and 
have no means of disposing of the piece, I will forward it 
to Paris or elsewhere as you think he may prefer. 

Very truly yours, Henry Robertson. 

T. R. C. G., Feb, 8, 1823. 

Dear P- We have just received the above, and 

want your instructions. It strikes me as a very merry 
little piece, that should be played by very young actors. 
It strikes me that Miss Clara Fisher would play the hoy 
exactly. She is just such a forward chit. No young 
man would do it without its appearing absurd, but in a 
girl’s hands it would have just all the reality that a short 
ilrama of an act requires. Then for the sister, if Miss 
Stevenson that was were Miss Stevenson and younger, 
they two would carry it off. I do not know who they have 
got in that young line, besides Miss C. F., at Druiy, nor 
how you would like EUiston to have it—has he not had 
it? I am thick with Arnold, but I have always heard 
that the very slender profits of the English Opera House 
do not admit of his giving above a trifle, or next to none, 
for a piece of thk kind. Write me what I should do, 
what you would ask, etc. The music (printed) is returned 
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with the piece, and the French original Tell Mr. 
Grattan I thank him for his book, which as far as I have 
read it is a very companionahle one. I have but just 
received it. It came the same hour with your pac^ket 
from Cov. Gar., i.e. yester-night late, to my summer 
residence, where, tell Kenney, the cow is quiet. Love to 
all at Versailles. Write quickly. 0. L. 

I have no acquaintance with Kcmblo at all, having 
only met him once or twice; but any information, etc., I 
can get from R., who is a good fellow, you may command. 
I am sorry the rogues are so dilatory, but I distinctly 
believe they mean to fulfil their engagement. I am sorry 
you are not here to see to these things. I am a poor 
man of busineas, but command me to the short extent of 
my tether. My sisteFs kind remembrance ever. 

C. L. 


To WALTER WILSON. 

Letter CCXLVII. I February 1823. 

Dear W.—I write that you may not think me 
ncglectfid, not that I have anything to say. In answer 
to your questions, it wjis at your house I saw an edition 
of “ Roxana,” the preface to which stated that the author 
had left out that part of it which related to Roxana’s 
daughter persisting in imagining herself to be so, in spite 
of the mother’s denial, from certain hints she had picked 
up, and throwing herself continually in her mother’s way 
(as Savage is said to have done in his, prying in at 
windows to get a glimpse of her), and that it was by 
advice of Southern, who objected to the circumstances as 
being untrue, when the rest of the story was founded on 
fact; which .shows S. to have been a stupid-ish fellow. 
The incidents so resemble Savage’s story, that I taxed 
Godwin with taking Falkner from his life by Dr. Johnson. 
You should have the edition (if you have not parted with 
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it), for 1 saw it never but at your place at the Mows’ 
Gate, nor did 1 then rcjid it to compare it with my own : 
only I know the daughter’s curiosity is the best part of 
my “Roxana.” The prologue you speak of was mine, 
and so named, but not worth much. You ask me foi 
two or three pages of verse. I have not written so much 
since you knew me. I am altogetlier prosaic. May be 1 
may touch off a sonnet in time. I do not prefer “ Colonel 
Jack” to either “Robinson Crusoe” or “Roxana.” I 
only spoke of the beginning of it, his childish history. 
The rest is poor. I do not know anywhere any good 
character of De Foe besides what you mention. I do not 
know that Swift mentions him; Pope does. I forget if 
DTsracli has. Dunlop I think has nothing of him. He 
is quite new ground, and scarce known beyond “ Crusoe.” 
I do not know who wrote “ Quaii.” I never thought of 
“ Quarl ” as having an author. It is a poor imitation ; 
the monkey is the best in it, and his pretty dishes made 
of shells. Do you know the paper in the Enyluliman 
by Sir Richard Steele, giving an account of Selkirk? It 
is admirable, and has all the germs of “ Crusoe.” You 
must quote it entire. Captain G. Carleton wrote his own 
Memoirs; they are about Lord Peterborough's campaign 
in Spain, and a good book. “ Puzzelli ” puzzles me, and 
I am in a cloud about “ Donald M‘Lcod.” I never heard 
of them; so you see, my dear Wilson, what poor assist¬ 
ances I can give in the wsy of information. I wish your 
book out, for I shall like to see anything about De Foe or 
from you. 

Your old friend, C. Lamb. 

From my and your old compound. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 
LettkkCCXLVIII.] March 1828. 

Dear Sir—You must think me ill-mannered not to 
have replied to your first letter sooner, but I have an ugly 
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habit of aversion from letter writing, which makes me an 
unworthy correspondent. I have had no spring, or cordial 
call to the occupation of late. I have been not well 
lately, which must be my lame excuse. Your Poem, 
which I consider very aftecting, found mo engaged about 
a humorous Paper for the London^ which I had called 
“A Letter to an Old Gentleman whose education had 
been neglected ”—and when it was done Taylor and 
Ilessey would not print it, and it discouraged me from 
doing anything else j so I took up Scott, where I had 
scribbled some petulant remarks, and for a make-shift 
father’d them on Ritson. It is obvious I could not make 
your Poem a part of them; and as I did not know 
whether I should ever bo able to do to my mind what 
you suggested, I thought it not fair to keep back the 
versos for the chance. Mr. Mitford’s Sonnet I like very 
well; but as I tilso have my reasons against interfering 
at all with the Editorial arrangement of the London^ I 
transmitted it (not in my own handwriting) to them, who 
I doubt not will be glad to insert it. What eventual 
benefit it can be to you (otherwise than that a kind man’s 
wish is a benefit) I cannot conjecture. Your Society are 
eminently men of business, and will probably regard you 
as an idle fellow, possibly disown you; that is to say, if 
you had put your own name to a Sonnet of that sort; 
but they cannot excommunicate Mr. Mitford ; therefore I 
thoroughly approve of printing the said verses. When I 
see any Quaker names to the Concert of Ancient Music, 
or as Directors of the British Institution, or bequeathing 
medals to Oxford for the best classical themes, etc., then 
I shall begin to hope they will emancipate you. But 
what as a Society can they do for you 1 You would not 
accept a commission in the army, nor they be likely to 
procure it. Posts in Church or State have they none in 
their giving ; and then, if they disown you,—think—you 
must live “ a man forbid.” 

I wished for you yesterday. I dijied in Parnassus, 
with Wordsworth, Coleridge, Rogers, and Tom Moore,— 
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half the poetry of England constellated and clustered in 
Gloucester Place I It was a delightful evening. Coleridge 
was in his finest vein of talk—had all the talk ; and let 
’em talk as evilly as they do of the envy of poets, I am 
sure not one there but was content to be nothing but a 
listener. The Muses were dumb while Apollo lectured 
on his and their fine art. It is a lie that poets are 
envious. I have known the best of them, and can speak 
to it, that they give each other their merits, and are the 
kindest critics as well as best authors. I am scribbling 
a muddy epistle with an aching head, for we did not quaff 
Hippocrene last night; marry, it was Hippocrass rather. 
Pray accept this as a letter in the meantime, and do me 
the favour to mention my respects to Mr. Mitford, who 
is so good as to entertain good thoughts of Elia, but don’t 
show this almost impertinent scrawl. I will write more 
rcspectlFully next time, for believe me, if not in words, in 
feelings yours most so, C. L. 


Letter CCXLIX.] March 11, 1828. 

Dear Sir—The approbation of my little book by your 
sister is very pleasing to me. The Quaker incident did 
not happen to me, but to Carlisle the surgeon, from whose 
mouth I have twice heard it, at an interval of ten or 
twelve years, with little or no variation, and have given 
it as exactly as I could remember it. The gloss which 
your sister or you have put upon it does not strike me as 
correct. Carlisle drew no inference from it against the 
honesty of the Quakers, but only in favour of their sur¬ 
passing coolness; that they should be capable of com¬ 
mitting a good joke, with an utter insensibility to its 
being any jest at all. I have reason to believe in the 
truth of it, because, as I have said, I heard him repeat it 
without variation at such an interval. The story loses 
sadly in print, for Carlisle is the best story-teller I ever 
heal’d. The idea of the discovery of roasting pigs I also 
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borrowed, from my friend Manning, and am willing to 
confess both my plagiarisms. Should fate ever so older 
it that you shall be in town with your sister, mine bids 
me say, that she shall have great pleasure in being intro¬ 
duced to her. I think I must give up the cause of the 
Bank; from 9 to 9 is galley slavery, but I hope it is but 
temporary. Your endeavour at explaining Fox’s insight 
into the natures of animals must fail, as I shall transcribe 
the passage. It appears to me that he stopt short in 
time, and was on the brink of falling with his triend 
Naylor, my favourite. The book shall be forthcoming 
whenever your friend can make convenient to call 
for it. 

They have dragged me again into the Magazine, but 
I feel the spirit of the thing in my own mind qidte goru'. 
“Some brains” (I think Ben Jonson says it) “will 
endure but one skimming.” We are about to have an 
inundation of poetry from the Lakes: Wordsworth and 
Southey arc coming up strong from the North. The She 
Coleridges have taken flight, to my regi et. With Sara’s 
own-made acquisitions, her unaffected ness and no-preten- 
sions are bcautifid. You might pass an age with her 
without suspecting that she knew anything but her 
mother’s tongue. I don’t mean any reflections on Mrs. 
Coleridge here. I had better have said her vernacular 
idiom. Poor C., I wish he had a home to receive his 
(laughter in; but he is but os a stranger or a visitor in 
this world. 

How did you like Hartley’s sonnets? The first, at 
least, is vastly fine. I am ashamed of the shabby letters 
I send, but I am by nature anything but neat. Therein 
my mother bore me no Quaker. I never could seal a 
letter without dropping the wax on one side, besides 
scalding ray fingers. I never had a seal, too, of my own. 
Writing to a great man lately, who is moreover very 
heraldic, I borrowed a seal of a friend, who by the female 
side quarters the Protectorial arms of Cromwell. How 
they must have puzzled my correspondent! My letters 
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are generally charged aa double at the Post Office, from 
their inveterate clumsiness of foldure; so you must not 
take it disrespeetful to yourself if I send you such ungainly 
scraps. I think I lose £100 a year at the India House, 
owing solely to my want of neatness in making up 
accounts. How 1 puzzle ’em out at last is the wonder. 
I have to do with millions !! 

It is time to have done my incohcicnccs. 

Believe me, yours tnily, 0. 


To J. HOWARD PAYNE. 


LktterCCL.] 1823. 

Dear Payne—Your little books are most acceptable. 
’Tis a delicate edition. They are gone to the binder’s. 
When they come home I shall have two—the “ Camp ” 
and “ Patrick’s Day ”—to road for the first time. I may 
say three, for I never read the “ School for Scandal.” 

Seen it I have, and in its happier days.” With the 
books Harwood left a truncheon or mathematical instru¬ 
ment, of which we have not yet ascertained the use. It 
is like a telescope, but unglazed. Or a ruler, but not 
smooth enough. It opens like a fan, and discovers a 
frame siich as they weave lace upon at Lyons and Oham- 
bery. Possibly it is from those parts. I do not value 
the present the less for not being quite able to detect its 
purport. When I can find any one coming your way I 
have a volume for you, my Elias collected. Tell Poole, 
his Cockney in the Lon. Mag. tickled me exceedingly. 
Harwood is to be with us this evening with Fanny, who 
comes to introduce a literary lady, who wants to see me, 
—and whose portentous name is Plura^ in English, 
“many things.” Now, of all God's creatures, I detest 
letters-affecting, authors-hunting ladies. But Fanny 
“ will have it so.” So Miss Many-Tliings and I are to 
have a conference, of which you shall have the result. I 
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dare Bay she does not play at whist. Treasurer Robert¬ 
son, whose coffers are absolutely swelling with pantomimic 
receipts, called on me yesterday to say he is going to 
write to you, but if I were also, I might as well say that 
your last bill is at the Banker’s, and will be honored on 
the instant receipt of the third Piece, which you have 
stipulated for. If you have any such in readiness, strike 
while the iron is hot, before the Clown cools. Tell Mrs. 
Kenney, that the Miss F. H. (or H. F.) Kelly, who ha^ 
begun so splendidly in Juliet, is the identical little Fanny 
Kelly, who used to play on their green before their great 
Lying-Inii Lodgings at Bayswater. Her career has stopt 
short by the injudicious bringing her out in a vile new 
Tragedy, and for a third character in a stupid old one,— 
the “Earl of Essex.” This is Macready’s doing, who 
taught her. Her recitation, etc. (not her voice or person)^ 
is masculine. It is so clever, it seemed a male DeMt. 
But cleverness is the bane of Female Tragedy especially. 
Passions uttered logically, etc. It is bad enough in men- 
actors. Could you do nothing for little Clara Fisher? 
Are there no French Pieces with a Child in them ? By 
Pieces I mean here dramas, to prevent male-construc¬ 
tions. Did not the Blue Girl remind you of some of 
Congreve’s women? Angelica or Millamant? To me 
she was a vision of Genteel Comedy realised. Those kind 
of people never come to sec one. NHmport —haven’t I 
Miss Many Things coming? Will you ask Horace Smith 
to- [The remainder of this letter has been lostJ\ 


Letter CCLI.] 1823. 

Dear Payne—A friend and fellow-clerk of mine, Mr. 
White (a good fellow) coming to your parts, I would fain 
have accompanied him, but am forced instead to send a 
part of me, verse and prose, most of it from 20 to 30 
years old, such as I then was, and I am not much altered. 

Paris, which I hardly knew whether I liked when 1 
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was in it, is an object of no small inagnitude with me 
now. I want to be going to the Jardin des Plantes (is 
that right, Louisa?) with you—to Pero la Chaise, La 
Morgue, and all the sentimentalities. How is Talma, and 
his (my) dear Shakspearel 

N.B .—My friend White knows Paiis thoroughly, and 
does not want a guide. We did, and had one. We both 
join in thanks. Do you remember a P>lue-Silk Girl (Eng¬ 
lish) at the Luxembourg, that did not much seem to 
attend to the Pictures, who fell in love with you, and 
whom T fell in love with- an inquisitive, prying, curious 
Beauty—where is she ? 

Votre Trh Humble Serviteur^ 

Charlois Aonkau, 

alias C. Lamb. 

Guichy is well, and much as usual. He seems blind 
to all the distinctions of life, except to those of sex. 
Uemombrance to Kenney and Poole. 


To B. W. PROCTER. 


Letter CCLIl.J AjtrU 18, 1828. 

Dear Lad—You must think me a brute beast, a 
rhinoceros, never to have acknowledged the receipt of 
your precious present. But indeed I am none of those 
shocking things, but have arrived at that indisposition to 
letter-writing which would make it a hard exertion to 
write three lines to a king to spare a friend’s life : whether 
it is that the Magazine paying me so much a page I am 
loath to throw aw^ay composition. How much a sheet 
do you give your correspondents ? I have hung up Pope, 
and a gem it is, in my town room; I hope for your 
approval. Though it acxx)mpanies the Essay on Man, I 
think that was not the poem he is here meditating. He 
would have looked up, somehow affectedly, if he were 
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just con(;eivin<ij “ Awake, iiiy St. Jolui.” Neither is he 
in the Rap(> of the Lock mood exactly. I think ho has 
just made out the Ifist lines of the “Epistle to Jervis,” 
between p:ay and tender, 

"And otlior beauties envy Worsley’s eyes." 

m bo d . . .M if that isn’t tlio line. He is brooding 
over it, with a dre<amy phantom of Lady Mary Hoating 
before him. He is thinking which is the earliest possible 
day and hour that she will first see it. What a minia¬ 
ture piece of gentility it is I Why did you give it me 1 
T do not like you enough to give you anything so good. 

I have dined with T. Moore and breakfasted with 
Rogers, since I saw you; have much to say about them 
when we meet, which I trust will be in a week or two. 
I have been over-watched and over-poeted since Words¬ 
worth has been in town. I was obliged for health’s sake 
to wish him gone, but now he is gone I feel a great loss. 
1 am going to Dalston to recruit, and have serious 
thoughts of altering my condition, that is, of taking to 
sobriety. What do you advise me ? 

Rogers spake very kindly of you, as everybody does, 
and none with so much reason as your C. L. 


To Miss HUTCHINSON. 

Letter CCLlll. 1 April 25, 1823. 

Dear Miss H.—Mary has such an invincible reluctance 
to any epistolary exertion, that I am spiiring lier a morti¬ 
fication by taking the pen from her. The plain truth is, 
she writes such a pimping, mean, detestable hand, that 
she is ashamed of the formation of her letters. There i.s 
an essential poverty and abjectness in the frame of them. 
They look like begging letters. And then she is sure to 
omit a most substantial word in the second draught (for 
she never ventures an epistle without a foul copy first), 
which is obliged to be interlined; which 8poil.s the neatest 
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epistle, you know. Her figures, 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., where 
she hits occasion to express numerals, as in the date (25th 
April 1823), are not figures, but figurantes; and the 
combined posse go btaggering up and down shameless, as 
drunkards in the day-time. It is no better when she 
rules her paper. Her lines “are not less erring’' than 
her words. A sort of unnatural parallel lines, that are 
perpetually threatening to meet; whicli, you know, is quite 
contrary to Euclid. Her very blots are not bold like this 
\]iere a large hlot is inserted], but poor smears, half left 
in and half scratched out, with another smear left in their 
place. I like a clear letter; a bold free hand, and a fearless 
tlourish. Then she has always to go through them (a 
second operation) to dot her i’s and cross her I don’t 
think she can make a corkscrew if she tried, which has such 
a fine effect at the end or middle of an epistle, and fills up. 

There is a corkscrew!—one of the best I ever drew. 
By the way, what incomparable whisky that was of Monk- 
house’s ! But if I am to write a letter, let me begin, and 
not stand flourishing, like a fencer at a fair. 


April 25, 1823. 

Dear Miss H.—It gives me great pleasure (the letter 
now begins) to hear that you got down so smoothly, and 
that Mrs. Monkhousc’s spirits are so good and enterpris¬ 
ing. It shows, whatever her posture may be, that her 
mind at least is not supine. I hope the excursion will 
enable the former to keep pace with its outstripping 
neighbour. Pray present our kindest wishes to her and 
all (that sentence should properly have come into the 
Postscript, but we airy mercurial spirits, there is no keep¬ 
ing us in). “Time” (as was said of one of us) “toils 
after us in vain.” I am afraid our co-visit with Coleridge 
WJU3 a dream. I shall not get away before the end (or 
middle) of June, and then you will be frog-hopping at 
Boulogne; and besides, 1 thi^ the Gillmans would scarce 
trust him with us; I have a malicious knack at cutting 
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of apron-strings. The Saints’ days you speak of have 
long since fled to heaven, with Astra^a, and the cold piety 
of the ago lacks fervour to recall them ; only Peter loft 
his key—the iron one of the two that “shuts amain ”— 
and that is the reason I am locked up. Meanwhih; of 
afternoons we pick iij) primroses at Dalston, and Mary 
corrects me when I call ’em cow-slips. God bless you 
all; and pray remember me euphoniously to Mr. Gruvel- 
legan. That Lee Priory must be a dainty bower. Is it 
built of flints ?—and does it stand at Kingsgate 1 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter COLIV. ] Map 3, 1828. 

Dear Sir—I am vexed to be two lettere in your debt, 
but I have been quite out of the vein lately. A philo¬ 
sophical treatise is wanting, of the causes of the back¬ 
wardness with which persons after a certain time of life 
set about writing a letter. I always feel as if I had 
nothing to say, and the performance generally justifies 
the presentiment. Taylor and Hesaey did foolishly in 
not admitting the sonnet. Surely it might have followed 
the B. B. I agree with you in thinking Bowring’s paper 
better than the former. I will inquire alwut my letter 
to the old gentleman, but I expect it to in, after those 
to the young gentleman are completed. 

I do not exactly see why the goose and little goslings 
should emblematise a Quahr poet that iias no children 
But, after all, perhaps it is a p^can. The “ Mene, Mene, 
Tekel, Upharsin” around it I cannot decipher. The 
songster of the night pouring out her effusions amid a 
silent meeting of madge-owlets, would be at least 
intelligible. A. full pause here comes upon me, as if I 
had not a word more left. I will shake my brain. Once ! 
Twice!—nothing comes up. George Fox recommends 
waiting on these occasions. I wait. Nothing comes. 
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G. Fox — that sets mo off again. I have finished the 
“Journal,” and 400 more pages of the “ 
which I picked up for Ts. 6d. If I get on at this rate, 
the society will be in danger of having two Quaker poets 
to patronise. I am «at Dalston now; but if when I go 
back to Coveut Garden I find thy friend has not called 
for the “Journal,” thee must put me in the way of send¬ 
ing it; and if* it should happen the lender of it, knowing 
that volume, has not the other, I shall be most happy in 
his accepting the “ Dortnnals” which I shall read but 
once certainly. It is not a splendid copy, but perfect, 
save a leaf of Index. 

I cannot but think that the London drags heavily. 
I miss Janus. And oh how it misses TIazlitt! Procter 
too is affronted. 

believe me cordially yours, G. Lamb. 


To J. B. DIBDTN. 

Lkttkr CCLV.] May C, 1823. 

Dear Sir—Your verses were very pleasant, and I 
shall like to see more of them—I do not mean addressed 
to me. 

I do not know whether you live in town or countiy, 
but if it suits your convenience I shall be glad to see you 
some evening—say Thursday— at 20 Great Russell Street, 
Covent Garden. If you can come do not trouble your¬ 
self to write. We are old-fashioned people who drink tea 
at six, or not much later, and give cold mutton and pickle 
at nine, the good old hour. I assure you (if it suit you) 
we shall be glad to see you. 

Yours, etc. C. Lamb. 

My love to Mr. Railton, the same to Mr. Ranldn, to 
the whole Firm indeed. 

E.1.11., Tuesday, 

Some day of May 1823. 

Not official. 
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To WILLIAM HONE. 

Lettku CCLVI.] K. L H., May 19, '23. 

Dear Sir—I have becu very agreeably entertained 
with your present, which I found very curious and 
amusing. What wiseacres our forefathers appear to 
have been ! It should make m thankful, who are grown 
so rational and polite. I should call to thank you for 
tlie book, but go homo to Dalston at present. I shall 
beg your acceptance (when I see you) of my little book. 
I have Ray’s Collections of English Words not generally 
Used, 1691 ; and in page 60 (“North Country words”) 
occurs ** Eynt ye’* —“by your leave,” “stand hand¬ 
somely.” Ab, “Rynt you, witch,” quoth Besse Locket to 
her mother; Proverb, Cheshire.—Doubtless this is the 
“ Aroint ” of Sliakspeare. 

In the same collection I find several Shakspearisms, 
“ Rooky ” wood : a Northern word for “ reeky,” “ misty,” 
etc. “Shandy,” a north country word for “wild.” 
Sterne was York. 

Yours obliged, C. Lamb. 

I am at 14, Kingsland Row, Dalston. Will you take 
a walk over on Sunday! We dine exactly at 4, and 
shall be most glad to see you. If I don’t hear from you 
(by note to E. I. Ho.) I will expect you. 

Mr. Hone, 4.''), Ludgate HilL 


To CHARLES LLOYD. 

Letter CCLVI I.] 1828. 

Your lines are not to be understood reading on one 
leg. They are sinuous, and to be won with wrestling 
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I do assure you in sincerity that nothing you have dont 
has given me greater satisfaction. Your obscurity, where 
you are dark, which is seldom, is that of too much mean¬ 
ing, not the painful obscurity which no toil of the reader 
can dissipate ; not the dead vacuum and floundering place 
in which imagination finds no footing: it is not the dim¬ 
ness of positive darkness, but of distance; and he that 
reads and not discerns must get a better pair of spectacles. 
I admire every piece in the collection. I cannot say the 
first is best: w'hen I do so, the last read rises up in 
judgment. To your Mother, to your Sister (is Mary 
dead ?), they are all weighty with thought and tender with 
sentiment. Your poetry is like no other. Those cursed 
dryads and pagan trumperies of modern verse have put 
me out of conceit of the very name of poetry. Your 
verses are as good and as wholesome as prose, and I have 
made a sad blunder if I do not leave you with an impres¬ 
sion that your present is rarely valued. 

OriAKLRS Lam& 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

LkttetiCCLVIII.] July 10, 1823. 

Dear Sir—I shall be happy to read the MS. and to 
forward it; but T[aylor] and H[es8ey] must judge for 
themiiclves of publication. If it prove interesting (as I 
doubt not) T shall not spare to say so, you may depend 
upon it. Suppose you direct it to Accountant’s Office, 
India House. I am glad you have met with some 
sweetening circumstances to your unpalatable draught. 
I have just returned from Hastings, where are exquisite 
views and walks, and where I have given up my soul to 
walking, and I am now suffering sedentary contrasts. I 
am a long time reconciling to town after one of these 
excursions. Home is become strange, and will remain so 
yet a while ; home is the most unforgiving of friends, and 

VOL. II. u 
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always resents absence; 1 know its old cordial looks will 
return, but they arc alow' in clearing up. That is one of 
the features of this our galley slavery ; that peregrination 
ended makes things worse. I felt out of water (with all 
the sea about me) at Hastings ; and just as I had learned 
to domiciliate there, J must come back to find a home 
which is no liome. I abused Hastings, but learned its 
value. There are 8})ot8, inland bays, etc., which realise 
the notions of Juan Fernaiulez. The best thing I lit 
u])ou by accident was a small co\iutry church (by whom 
or when built luiknown), standing bare and single in the 
midst of a gi ove, with no house or appearance of habita¬ 
tion within a quarter of a mile, only passages diverging 
from it through beautiful woods to so many farmhouses. 
There it stands like the first idea of a church, before 
parishioners wore thought of, nothing but birds for its 
congregation ; or like a hermit’s oratory (the hermit dead), 
or a mausoleum ; its effect singularly impressive, like a 
(dmrch found in a desert isle to sUirtle Crusoe with u 
homo image. You must make out a vicar and a congre¬ 
gation from fancy, for surely none come there; yet it 
wants not its pulpit, and its font, and all the seemly 
additaments of o«r worship. 

Southey has attacked “ Elia ” on the score of infidelity, 
ill the Quarterly article, “ Progress of Infidelity.” I had 
not, nor have seen the Monthly. He might have spared 
an old friend such a construction of a few c.areless flights, 
that meant no harm to religion. If all hi» unguarded 

expressions on the subject were to be collected-! But 

I love and respect Southey, and will not retort. I hate 
his review, and his being a review'er. The hint ho has 
dropped will knock the sale of the book on tlie head, 
which was almost at a stop before. Let it stop,—there 
is com in Egypt, while there is cash at Leadenliall. You 
and I are somsthing besides being writers, thank God ! 

Yours tnily, C. L. 
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To THOMAS ALLSOP. 


Lkttkr CCLIX.] K. /, Home, August 9, 182.*^. 

My dear A. -I am going to ask you to do me the 
greatest favour whicli a man can do for another. I want 
to make my will, and to leave my property in trust for 
my Sister. N.B .—I am not therefore going to die.— 
Would it be unpleasant for you to be named for onel 
The other two I shall beg the same favour of are Tall'ourd 
and Procter. Tf you feel reluctant, tell me, and it shan’t 
abate one jot of my friendly feeling towar<l you. 

Yours ever, 0. LAMJi. 


To BEPvNARD BARTON. 


LraTKRCOLX.] Septeinher 2, 1823. 

Dear B. B.—What will you say to my not writing? 
You cannot say I do not write now. Hessey has not 
used your kind sonnet, nor have I seen it. Pray send 
me a copy. Neither have I heard any more of yom- 
friend’s MS., which I will reclaim whenever you please. 
When you come London-ward you will find me no longer 
in Covent Garden. I have a cottage in Colebrook Row, 
Islington; a cottage, for it is detached ; a white liouse, 
with six good rooms; the New River (rather elderly by 
this time) runs (if a moderate walking pace may be so 
teiTiied) close to the foot of tlie house; and behind is a 
spacious garden with vines (I assure you), jxiars, straw¬ 
berries, par8ni])s, leeks, carrots, cabbages, to delight the 
heart of old Alcinous. You enter without passage into 
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a (jheerful (lining-room, all stuTldetl over and rough with 
old books; and above is a lightsome drawing-room, three 
windows, full of choice prints. T feel like a great lord, 
never having had a house before. 

The London^ I fear, falls off. 1 linger among its 
creaking rafters, like the last rat; it will topple down if 
they don’t get some buttresses. They have pulled down 
thrive: Hazlitt, Prociter, and their best stay, kind, light¬ 
hearted Wainwright, their Janus. The best is, neither of 
our fortunes is concerned in it. 

I heard of you from Mr. Pulham this morning, and 
that gave a fdlip to my laziness, which has been intoler¬ 
able ; but I am so taken up with pruning and gardening, 
quite a new sort of occupation to me. I have gathered 
luy jargoncls, but my Windsor pears are backward. The 
former were of exquisite raciuess. I do now sit under 
my own vine, and contemplate the growtli of vegetable 
nature. I can now understand in what sense they speak 
of father Adam. I recognise the paternity while I watch 
my tulips. I almost fell with him, for the first day 1 
turned a drunken gardener (as he let in the serpent) into 
my Eden, and he laid about him, lopping oft* some choice 
boughs, etc., which hung over from a neighbour’s garden, 
and in his blind zeal laid waste a shade, which had 
shdtered their window from the gaze of passers-by. The 
old gentlewoman (fury made her not handsome) could 
scarcely be reconciled by all my fine words. There was 
no buttering her parsnips. She talked of the law. 
What a lapse to commit on the first day of my happy 
“ garden-state! ” 

I hope you transmitted the Fox-Journal to its owner, 
with suitable thanks. Mr. Cary, the Dante-man, dines 
with me to-day. He is a model of a country parson, lean 
(as a curate ouglit to be), modest, sensible, no obtruder 
of church dogmas, quite a dift'erent man from Southey. 
You would like him. Pray accept this for a letter, and 
believe me, with sincere regards, 

Yours, 


C. L. 
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To THOMAS HOOD. 


Lki tbh CCIiXl.) [Late in 1823.] 

And M hat dost thou at the Priory 1 Cucullus non 
facit Monackum. English me that, and challenge old 
Lignum Janua to make a l)etter. 

My old New River luis presented no extraordinary 
novelties lately; but there Hope sits every day, specu¬ 
lating upon traditionary gudgeons. I think she has taken 
the lishcries. I now know the reason why our forefathers 
were denominated East and West Angles. Yet is there 
jjo lack of spawn; for I wash my hands in fishets that 
come through the pump every morning thick as motelings, 
—little things that perish untimely, and never taste the 
brook. You do not tell me of those romantic land bays 
that be as thou goest to LovePs Seat: neither of that 
little churchling in the midst of a wood (in the opposite 
direction, nine furlongs from the town), that seems 
dropped by the Angel that was tired of rmT 3 ring two 
])ackage8; marry, with the other he made shift to pick 
his flight to Loretto. Inquire out, and see my little 
Protestant Loretto. It stands apart fi om trace of human 
habitation; yet hath it pulpit, reading-desk, and trim 
font of massiest marble, as if Robinson Crusoe had 
reared it to soothe himself with old church-going images. 
I forget its Christian name, and what she-saint was its 
gossip. 

You should also go to No. 13, Standgate Street,—a 
baker, who has the finest collection of marine monsters 
in ten sea counties,—sea dragons, polypi, mer-people, 
most fantastic. You have only to name the old gentle¬ 
man in black (not the Devil) that lodged with him a 
week (he'll remember) last July, and he will show 
courtesy. He is by far the foremost of the savans. His 
wife is the funniest thwarting little animal! They are 
decidedly the Lions of green Hastings. Well, I have 
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made an end of my say. My epistolary time is gone by 
when I could Imve scribbled jis long (1 will not say as 
agreeaV)l(‘.) as thine wtis to both of us. T am dwindled to 
notes and letterets. But, in good eariic.st, 1 shall be most 
happy to hail thy return to the waters of Old Sir Hugh. 
There is nothing like iidand murmurs, fresh ripples, and 
our native minnows. 

“ Uc Bang in meads how sweet tlic brooklets run, 

To the rough ocean and rod restless sands.” 

I design to give up smoking; but I have not yet fixed 
upon the equivalent vice. I must have quid pro quo; 
or quo pro quid, as Tom Woodgate would correct me. 
My service to him. 0. L. 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Letter COLXIT.] September 1828. 

My dear A.—Your kindness in accepting my request 
no words of mine can repay. It has made you overflow 
into some romance which I should have check’d at 
another time. I hope it may be in the scheme of 
Providence that my sister may go first (if over so little 
a precedence), myself next, and my good Executors sur¬ 
vive to remember us wth kindness many years. God 
bless you. 

I will set Procter about the will forthwith. 

C. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

LE'rrBRCOLXIlL] September IT, 1828. 

Dear Sir—I have again been reading your “ Stanjsas 
on Bloomfield,” which are the most appropriate that can 
be imagined,—sweet with Doric delicacy. I like that,— 
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“ Our owu moio chaste Theocritus ”— 

just hinting at the fault of the Grecian. I love that 
stanza ending witl), 

“ Words, phrases, fashions, pass away ; 

But truth and nature live through all.” 

r>nt I shall omit in my own copy the one stanza which 
alludes to Lord B. I suppose. It spoils the sweetness 
and oneness of the feeling. Cannot we think of Bums, 
or Thomson, without sullying the thought with a reflection 
out of place upon Tjord Rochester 1 These verses might 
have been inscribed upon a tomb; are in fact an epitaph ; 
satire does not look pretty upon a tombstone. Besides, 
there is a quotation in it, always bad in verse, seldom 
advisable in prose. I doubt if their having been in a 
paper will not prevent T. and H. from insertion; but I 
shall have a thing to send in a day or two, and shall try 
them. Omitting that stanza, a very little alteration is 
wanting in the beginning of the next. You see, I use 
freedom. How happily (I flatter not) you have brought 
in his subjects ; and (I suppose) his favourite measure, 
though I am not acquainted with any of his writings but 
the Farmer's Boy. He dined with me once, and his 
manners took me exceedingly. 

I rejoice that you forgive my long silence. I continue 
to estimate my own-roof comforts highly. How could I 
remain all my life a lodger! My garden thrives (I am 
told), though I have yet reaped nothing but some tiny 
salad and withered carrots. But a garden’s a garden 
anywhere, and twice a garden in London. 

Somehow I cannot relish that word “ Horkey.” Can¬ 
not you supply it by circumlocution, and direct the reader 
by a note to explain that it means the Horkey. But 
Horkey chokes me in the text. It raises crowds of. 

mean associations, hawking and sp-g, gawky, stalky, 

mawkin! The sound is everything, in such dulcet 
modulations ’specially. I like 

” Gilbert Meldrum’s sterner tones, ” 
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witliout know in who Gilbert Mehlnim is. You have 
slipt in your rhymes as if they grew tliere, so natural- 
arti ficially, or artificial-naturally. There’s a vile phrase ! 

Do you go on with your “Quaker Sonnets”? Have 
’em ready with Soutliey’s “Book of the ChuTcb.” 1 
meditate a letter to S. in the London^ wliich perhaps will 
meet the fate of tlie Sonnet. 

Excuse my bi-evity, for I write painfully at office, 
liable to a hundred callings off; and I can never sit down 
to an epistle elsewhere. I read or walk. If you return 
this letter to the Post Office, I think they will return 
fourpenee, seeing it is but half a one. Believe mo, though. 

Entiiely yours, 0. L. 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

LkiterCCLXIV.] 1828. 

Dear A.—Your Cheese is the best I ever bisted ; Mary 
will tell you so hereafter. She is at home, but has dis¬ 
appointed me. She has gone back rather than improved. 
However, she has sense enough to value the present; for 
she is greatly fond of Stilton. Yours is the delicatest, 
rainbow "hued, melting piece I ever flavoured. Believe 
me, I took it the more kindly, following so great a 
kindness. 

Depend upon’t, yours shall be one of the first houses 
we shall present ourselves at, w hen w^e have got our Bill 
of Health. 

Being both yours and Mrs. AU-sop’s truly, 

C. L. and M. L. 


To Rev. H. F. CARY. 

Lettkb CCLXV.] /ndio Office, October 14, 1823. 

Dear Sir—If convenient, will you give us house room 
on Saturday next 1 I can sleep anywhere. If anothci 
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Simday suit you better, pray let me know. We were 
talking of Roast Shoulder of Mutton with onion sauce; 
but I scorn to prescribe to the hospitalities of mine host. 
With respects to Mrs. 0., yours truly, 

C. Lamb. 


To J. B. riBDIN. 


Lkttrr CCLXVL] OctoVcr 28, 18‘23. 

My dear Sir—Your Pig was a 'picture of a pig, and 
your Picture a pig of a picture. The former was delicious 
but evanescent, like a hearty fit of mirth, or the crackling 
of thorns under a pot; but the latter is an idea^ and 
abideth. I never before saw swine upon satin. And 
then that pretty strawy canopy about him ! he seems to 
purr (rather than grunt) his satisfaction. Such a gentle¬ 
manlike porker too! Morland’s are absolutely clowns to it. 
Who the deuce painted it 1 I have ordered a little gilt 
shrine for it, and mean to wear it for a locket—a shirt-pig. 

I admire the pretty toes shrouded in a veil of some¬ 
thing, not mud but that warm soft consistency which 
the dust takes in Elysium after a spring shower—it 
perfectly engloves him. 

I cannot enough thank you and your country friend 
for the delicate double present—the utile et decorum. 

(Three times have I attempted to write this sentence and 
fiuled, which shows that I am not cut out for a pedant.) 

Sir!—as I say to Southey—Will you come and see us at 
our poor cottage of Colebrook to tea to-morrow evening, as 
early as six ? I have some friends coming at that hoiu*. 

The panoply which covered your material pig shall be 
forthcoming. The pig pictorial with its trappings 
domesticate with me. 

Your greatly obliged Elia. 

J. B. Dibdin, Es^., 

Messrs. Rankings, 

118 Cheapsida 
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To ROBERT SOUTHEY. 

Lkttkr CCLXVII.] K L 1L, November 21, 1823. 

Dear Southey—The kindness of your note has melted 
away the mist which waa upon me. I have been fighting 
against a shadow. That accursed Q, R, had vexed me 
by a gratuitous speaking, of its own knowledge, that the 

Confessions of a D - d was a genuine description of 

the state of the writer. Little things, that are not ill- 
meant, may produce much ill. That might have injured 
me alive and dead. I am in a public office, and my life 
is insured. I was prepared for anger, and I thought I 
saw, in a few obnoxious words, a hard case of repetition 
directed against mo. I wished both magazine and review 
at the bottom of the sea. I shall be aslmmed to see you, 
and my sister (though innocent) will be still more so ; for 
the folly was done without her knowledge, and has made 
her uneasy ever since. My guardian angel was absent at 
that time. 

I will muster up counige to see you, however, any day 
next week (Wednesday excepted). We shall hope that 
you will bring Edith with you. That will be a second 
mortification. She will hate to sec us; but come and 
heap embers. We deserve it; I for what I've done, and 
she for being my sister. 

Do come early in the day, by sun-light, that you may 
see my Milion. 

I am at Colebrook Cottage, Colebrook Row, Islington : 
a detached whitish house, close to the New River end of 
Colebrook Terrace, left hand from Sadler’s Wells. 

Will you let me know the day before ? 

Yoiu })enitent, C. Lamb. 

P.S .—I do not think your handwriting at all like 
****’s. I do not think many tilings I did think. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

Let rjCR CCLXVIII.] November 22, 1823. 

Df^ar B. B.—1 am ashamed at not acknowledging 
your kind little poem, which I must needs like much ; 
but I protest I thought I had done it at the moment. 
Is it possible a letter luis miscarried 1 Did you get one 
in which I sent you an extract from the poems of Lord 
Stirling'? I should wonder if you did, for I sent you 
none such. There was an incipient lie strangled in the 
birth. Some people’s conscience is so tender! But, in 
plain truth, I thank you very much for the verses. I 
have a very kind letter from the Laureate, with a self¬ 
invitation to come and shake hands with me. This is 
truly handsome and noble. ’Tis worthy of my old idea of 
Southey. Shall not T, think you, be covered with a red 
suffusion *? 

You are too much apprehensive of your complaint: I 
know many that are always ailing of it, and live on to a 
good old age. I know a meny fellow (you partly know 
him) who, when his medical adviser told him he had 
drunk away all that part^ congratulated himself (now his 
liver was gone) that he should be the longest liver of 
the two. 

The best way in these cases is to keep yourself as 
ignorant as you can, as ignorant as the world was before 
Oalen, of the entire inner construction of the animal man ; 
not to be conscious of a midriff; to hold kidneys (save of 
sheep and swine) to be an agreeable fiction; not to know 
whereabout the gall grows ; to account the circulation of 
the blood an idle whimsey of Harvey’s; to acknowledge 
no mechanism not visible. For, once fix the seat of your 
disorder, and your fancies flux into it like bad humours. 
Those medical gentries choose each his favourite part; 
one takes the lungs, another the aforesaid liver, and refer 
to that whatever in the animal economy is amiss. Above 
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all, use exercise, take a little, more spirituous liquors, kuirn 
to smoke, continue to keep a good conscience, and avoid 
tampering with hard terms of art—viscosity, scirrhosity, 
and those bugbears by whicli simple patients are scared 
into their graves. Believe the general sense of the mer¬ 
cantile world, which holds that desks are not deadly. It 
is the mind, good B. B., and not the limbs, that taints 
by long sitting. Think of the patience of tailors ! Think 
how long the Lord Chancellor sits ! Think of the brood¬ 
ing hen 1 I protest I cannot answer thy sister’s kind 
inquiry ; but I judge, I slnill put forth no second volume. 
More praise than buy; and T. and H. are not particularly 
disposed for martyrs. Thou wilt see a funny passage, and 
yet a true history, of George Dyer’s aquatic incursion in 
the next Loiidon. Beware his fate, when thou comest to 
see me at my Colebrook Cottage. I have filled my little 
space with my little thoughts. I wish thee ease on thy 
sofa; but not too much indulgence on it. From my poor 
desk, tliy fellow-sufferer, this bright November, 

0. L. 


To Mrs. HAZLITT. 


Letter CCLXIX .] [Naveinber 1823. ] 

Dear Mrs. H.—Sitting down to write a letter is such 
a painful operation to Mary, that you must accept me as 
her proxy. You have seen our house. What I now tell 
you is literally true. Yesterday week George Dyer called 
upon us, at one o’clock (bright noond<iy\ on his way to 
dine with Mrs. Barbauld at N6wington. He sat with 
Mary about half an hour, and took leave. The maid saw 
him go out, from her kitchen window, but suddenly losing 
sight of him, ran up in a fright to Mary. G. D., instead 
of keeping the slip that leads to the gate, had deliberately, 
staff in band, in broad open day, marched into the New 
River. He had not his spectacles on, and you know his 
absence. Who helped him out they can hardly tell, but 
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between ’em they got him out, drenched thro’ and thro’. 
A mob collected by that time, and accompanied him in. 
“ Send for the Doctor,” they said : and a one-eyed fellow, 
dirty and drunk, was fetched from the public-house at 
the end, where it seems he lurks, for the sake of picking 
up water practic^e ; having formerly had a medal from the 
Humane Society for some rescue. By his advice the patient 
was put between blankets; and when I came home at 4 
to dinner, I found G. D. a-bed, and raving, light-headed, 
with the brandy and water wdiich the doctor had adminis¬ 
tered. He sang, laughed, whimpered, screamed, babbled 
of guardian angels, would get up und go home; but we 
kept him there by force; and by next morning he departed 
sober, and seems to have received no injury. All my 
friends are open-mouth’d about having paling before the 
river; but I cannot see, that because a lunatic chooses to 
walk into a river with his eyes open at midday, I am 
any the more likely to be drowned in it, coming home at 
midnight. 

I had the honour of dining at the Mansion House on 
Thursday last by special card from the Lord Mayor, who 
never saw my face, nor I his; and all from being a writer 
in a magazine. The dinner costly, served on massy plate ; 
champagne, pines, etc. ; 47 present, among whom the 
Chairman and two other directors of the India Company. 

There’s for you ! and got away pretty sober. Quite 
saved my credit. 

We continue to like our house prodigiously. 

Docs Mary Hazlitt go on with her novel 1 or has she 
begun another? I would not discoiuage her, though we 
continue to think it (so far) in its present state not sale¬ 
able. Oiir kind remembrances to her and hers, and you 
and yours. 

Yours truly, C. La.mb. 

I am pleased that H. liked my letter to the Laureate 

Mrs. Hazlitt, 

Alphington, near Exeter. 
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To Mr. AINSWORTH. 

Lettkr CCLXX.] India House, December 9, 1823. 

Dear Sir—I should have thanked you for your books 
and compliments sooner, but have been waiting for a 
revise to be sent, which does not come, though I returned 
the proof on the receipt of your letter. I have read 
Warner with great pleasure. What an elaborate piece 
of alliteration and antithesis ! why it must liave been a 
labour far above the most difficult versification. There 
is a tine simile or picture of Semiramis arming to repel a 
siege. I do not mean to keep the book, for I suspect 
you are forming a curious collection, and I do not })ictend 
to anything of the kind. I have not a black-letter book 
among mine, old Chaucer excepted, and am not biblio 
manist enough to like black-letter. It is painful to read ; 
therefore I must insist on returning it at opi)ortunity, not 
from contumacy and reluctance to be obliged, but because 
it must suit you better than me. The loss of a present 
/rom should never exceed the gain of a present to. I 
hold this maxim infallible in the accepting line. I 
read your magazines witli satisfaction. I thoroughly 
agree with you as to “ The German Faust,” as fai- as I 
can do justice to it from an English translation. ’Tis a 
disagreeable eanting tale of seduction, which has nothing 
to do with the spirit of Faustus—Curiosity. Was the 
dark secret to be explored to end in the seducing of a 
weak girl, which might have been accomplished by earthly 
agency ? When Marlow gives hu Faustus a mistress, he 
flies him at Helen, flower of Greece, to be sure, and not 
at Miss Betsy, or Miss Sally Thoughtless. 

“ Cat is tlie branch that boro the goodly fruit, 

And wither’d is Apollo’s laurel tree : 

Faustus is dead.” 

What a noble natural transition from metaphor to plain 
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Speaking ! as if t-be figurative had flagged in description 
of such a loss, and was reduced to tell the fact simply. 

I must now thank you for your very kind invitation. 
It is not out of prospect that I may see Manchester some 
day, and then I will avail myself of your kindness. But 
holidays are scarce things with me, and the laws of 
attendance are getting stronger and stronger at Leaden- 
hall. But I shall bear it in mind. Meantime something 
may (more probably) bring you to town, where I shall be 
happy to see you. I am always to be found (alas !) at 
my desk in the fore part of the day. 

I wonder why they do not send the revi.se. I leave 
late at ofliee, and my abode lies out of the way, or I 
should have seen about it. If you are impatient, perhaps 
a line to the printer, directing him to send it me, at 
Accountant’s Office, may answer. You will see by the 
scrawl that I only snatch a few minutes from intermitting 
business. 

Your obliged servant, 0. Lamb. 

(If I had time I would go over this letter again, and 
dot all my V’s.) 


Letter CCLXXI.] /. H.^ December 29, 1823. 

My dear Sir—You talk of months at a time, and 1 
know not what inducements to visit Manchester, Heaven 
knows how gratifying! but I have had my little month 
of 1823 already. It is all over; and without incurring 
a disagreeable favour I cannot so much as get a single 
lioliday till the season returns with the next year. Even 
our half-hour’s absences from office are set down in a 
book ! Next year, if I can spare a day or two of it, I 
\vill come to iManchester; but I have reasons at home 
against longer a1)8ences. 

1 am so ill just at present (an illness of my own pro- 
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curing last night; who is perfect ?) that nothing but your 
very great kindness could make me write. I will bear in 
mind the letter to W. W., and you sliall have it quite in 
time, before the 12th. 

My aching and confused head warns me to leave oil'. 
With a muddled sense of gratefulness, which I shall 
apprehend more clearly to-morrow, I remain, your friend 
unseen, C. L. 

Will your occasions or inclination bring you to London*1 
It will give me great pleasure to show you everything 
that Islington can boast, if you know the meaning of that 
very Cockney sound. We have the New River! I am 
jishamed of this scrawl; but I beg you to accept it for 
the present. 1 am full of qualms. 

“ A fool at ftfty is a fool ujdeed.” 



CHAPTER V. 

1824-1827. 

LETTERS TO BERNARD BARTON AND OTHERS. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Lktticti CCLXXII.] January 9, 1824. 

Dear B. B.—Do you know what it is to succumb 
under an unsurinountablo day-mare, — “a wJioreson 
lethargy,” Falstatf calls it,—an indisposition to do any¬ 
thing, or to be anything,—a total deadness and distaste, 
a suspension of vitality,—an indifference to locality,—a 
numb, sopurifical, good for-nothingness,—an ossification 
all over,—an oyster-like insensibility to the passing 
events,—a mind-stupor,—a brawny defiance to the needles 
of a thrusting-iu conscience! Did you ever have a very 
bad cold, with a total irresolution to submit to water- 
gruel processes ? This has been for many weeks my lot 
and my excuse. My fingers drag heavily over this paper, 
and to my thinking it is three-and-twenty furlongs from 
here to the end of tiiis demi-sheet. I Rave not a thing 
to say; nothing is of more importance than another; I 
am flatter than a denial or a pancake; emptier than 
Judge Park’s wig when the head is in it; duller than a 
country stage when the actors are off it; a cipher, an 0 1 
I acknowledge life at all, only by an occasional convul- 

VOL. II. H 
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sional cough, and a jjoimanent phlegmatic pain in the 
cheat. I am weary of the world; life is weary of me. 
My day is gone into twilight, and I don’t think it worth 
the ex])cnsc of candles. My wick hath a thief in it, hut 
I can’t muster courage to Biiulf it. I inhale suffocation j 
I can’t distinguish veal from mutton ; nothing intei-ests 
me. ’Tis twelve o’clock, and Tiiurtell is just now coming 
out upon the New Droj), Jack Ketch alertly tucking up 
his greasy sleeves to do the last office of mortality; yet 
cannot I elicit a groan or a moral reflection. If you told 
me the world will be at an end to-morrow, I should 
just say, “Will itl” I have not volition enough to dot 
my i’s, much less to comb my eyebrows; my eyes are set 
in my head; my brains are gone out to see a poor rela¬ 
tion in Moorficlds, and they did not say when they’d come 
back again; iny skull is a Grub Street attic, to let— 
not so much as a joint-stool or a crack’d Jordan left in it; 
ray hand writes, not I, from habit, as chickens run about 
a little when their heads arc off. 0 for a vigorous fit of 
gout, cholic, toothache,—an earwig in my auditory, a fly 
in my visual organs ! Pain is life—the sharper, the more 
evidence of life ; but this apathy, this death ! Did you 
ever have an obstinate cold,—a six or seven weeks’ unin¬ 
termitting chill and suspension of hope, fear, conscience, 
and everything 1 Yet do I try all I can to cure it; I try 
wine, and spirits, and smoking, and snuff in unspaiing 
quantities; but they all only seem to make me worse, 
instead of better. I sleep in a damp room, but it does 
me no good; I come home late o’ nights, but do not find 
any visible amendment! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death 1 

It is just fifteen minutes after twelve. Thurtell is by 
this time a good way on his journey, baiting at Scorpion 
perhaps; Ketch is bargaining for liis cast coat and waist¬ 
coat. The Jew demurs at first at three half-crowns ; 
but, on consideration that he may get somewhat by show¬ 
ing ’em in the town, finally closes. 0. L. 
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Lktteu CCLXXIIL] January 23, 1824. 

My dear Sir—That peevish letter of mine, which was 
meant to convey an apology for my incapacity to write, 
seems to have been taken by you in too serious a light; 
it was only my way of telling you I had a severe cold. 
The fact is, I have been insu|)erably dull and lethargic 
for many weeks, and cannot rise to the vigour of a letter, 
much less an essay. The Loivlon must do without me 
for a time, for I have lost all interest about it; and 
whether I shall recover it again I know not, I will 
bridle my pen another time, and not teazo and puzzle you 
with my aridities. I shall begin to feel a little more 
alive with the Spring. Winter is to mo (mild or harsh) 
always a great trial of the spirits. I am ashamed not to 
have noticed your tribute to Woolman, whom wo love so 
much. It is done in your good manner. Yo\ir friend 
Taylor called upon me some time since, and seems a very 
amiable man. His last story is painfully fine. His 
book I like; it is only too stutied with Scripture, too 
parsonish. The best thing in it is the boy’s own story. 
When I say it is too fidl of Scripture, I mean it is too 
full of direct quotations. No book can have too much 
of silent Scripture in it \ but the natural power of a story 
is diminished when the uppermost purpose in the writer 
seems to be to recommend something else, viz. Religion. 
You know what Horace says of the Deu% intermit. I am 
not able to explain myself,—^you must do it for me. My 
sister’s part in the “ Leicester School ” (about two-thirds) 
was purely her own ; as it was (to the same quantity) in 
the “ Shakspeare Ttdes ” which bear my name. I wrote 
only the “Witch Aunt”; the “First Groing to Church”; 
and the final story, about “ A little Indian Girl ” in a 
ship. Your account of my black-balling amused me. 1 
thinky 08 QuakerSf they did right. There are some 
things hard to be understood. The more I think, the 
more I am vexed at having puzzled you with that 
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letter; but I have been so out of letter-writing of late 
years, that it is a sore elfort to sit down to it; and I felt 
in your dclit, and sat down waywiU'dly to pay you in bad 
money, l^ever mind my dulness; I am used to long 
intervals of it. The heavens seem brass to me; then 
again comes tlie refreshing shower— 

‘‘ I have been meiTy oiiee or twice ere now.” 

You said something about Mr. Mitford in a late 
letter, which I believe I did not advert to. I shall bo 
happy to show him my Milton (it is all the show things 
I have) at any time he will take tlio trouble of a jaunt 
to Islington. I do also hope to see Mr. Taylor there 
some day. Pray say so to both. Coleridge’s book is 
in good part printed, but sticks a little for more copy. 
It bears an unsaleable title, Extracts from Bishop 
Leighton”; but I am confident there will be plenty of 
good notes in it, more of Bishop Coleridge than Leighton, 
I hope; for what is Leighton 1 Do you trouble yourself 
about libel cases! The decision against Hunt for the 
“Vision of Judgment” made me sick. What is to 
become of the good old talk about our good old King!— 
his personal vii'tues saving us from a revolution, etc. etc. ! 
Why, none that think can utter it now. It must stink. 
And the “vision” is really, as to him-ward, such a 
tolerant, good-humoured thing. What a wretched thing 
a Lord Chief Justice is, always was, and will be ! 

Keep your good spirits up, dear B. B.; mine will 
return ; they are at present in abeyance; but I am rather 
lethargic than miserable. I don’t know but a good 
horsewhip would be more beneficial to me than physic. 
My head, without aching, wiU teach yours to ache. It 
is well I am getting to the conclusion. I will send a 
better letter when I am a better man. Let me thank 
you for your kind concern for mo (which I trust will have 
reason soon to be dissipated), and assure you that it gives 
me pleasure to hear from you. 

Yours truly, 


C. H 
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To CHARLES OLJHER. 

Eetteh OCLXXIV.] [Januari/ 27, 1824.] 

Dear Ollier—Many thanks fi-om both of us for Inesilla. 
I wished myself younger, that I might have more enjoyed 
the terror of that desolate city, and the damned palace. 
I think it iis fine }i.s anytliing in its way, and wish you 
joy of success, etc. 

With better weather, I shall hope to see you at 
Islington. 

Meantime, believe me, yours truly, 0. Lamb. 

Scribbled midst official flurry. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

l.ETTER COLXXV.] February 25, 1824. 

My dear Sir—Your title of “Poetic Vigils” arrides 
me much more than a volume of verse, which is no 
meaning. The motto says nothing, but I cannot suggest 
a better. I do not like mottoes but where they are singu¬ 
larly felicitous; tiiere is foppery in them. They are 
unplain, im-Quakerish. They are good only where they 
flow from the title, and are a kind of justification of it. 
There is nothing about watchings or lucubrations in the 
one you suggest; no commentary on vigils. By the 
way, a wag would recommend you to the line of Pope, 

“ SleoplesB himself—to give his readers sleep." 

I by no means wish it; but it may explain what I mean, 
—that a neat motto is child of the title. I think 
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“ Poetic Vigils ” as short and sweet as can be desired; 
only have an eye on the proof, that the printer do not 
substitute Virgils, which would ill accord with your 
modesty or meaning. Your suggested motto is antique 
enough in spelling, and modern enough in phrases,—a 
good modern antique ; but the matter of it is germane to 
the purpose, only aujiposing tlie title proposed a vindica 
tion of yourself from the presumption of authorship. The 
first title was liable to this objection—that if you were 
disposed to enlarge if, and the bookseller insisted on its 
appearance in two tonics, how oddly it would sound, “A 
Volume of Verse in Two Volumes, Second Edition,” etc. 
You see through my wdeked intention of curtailing this 
epistolet by the above device of large margin. But in 
truth the idea of letterising has been op])ressive to me of 
late above your candour to give me credit for. There is 
Southey, whom I ought to have thanked a fortnight ago 
for a present of the “Church Book”: I liave never had 
courage to buckle myself in earnest even to acknowledge 
it by six words; and yet I am accounted by some people 
a good man ! How cheap that character is acquired ! 
Pay your debts, don’t borrow money, nor twist your 
kitten’s neck oft’, nor disturb a congregation, etc., your 
business is done. I know things (thoughts or things, 
thoughts are things) of myself, which would make every 
friend I have fty me as a plague patient. I once * * *, 
and set a dog upon a crab’s log that was shoved out 
under a mass of sea-weeds,—a pretty little feeler. Ob 
pah! how sick I am of that 1 and a lie, a mean one, I 
once told 1—I stink in the midst of respect. I am much 
hypt The fact is, my head is heavy, but there is hope; 
or if not, I am better than a poor shell-fish ; not morally, 
when I set the whelp upon it, but have more blood and 
spirits. Things may turn up, and I may creep again 
into a decent opinion of myself. Vanity will return with 
sunshine. Till then, pardon my neglects, and impute it 
to the wintry solstice. C. Lamb. 
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Letter CCLXXV’I.J March 24, 1824. 

Dear 13. 15.—I luisten to say tliat if my opinion can 
strengthen you in your choice, it is decisive for your 
acceptance of what has been so handsomely offered. I 
can see nothing injurious to your most honouralde sense. 
Think that you arc called to a poetical Ministry—nothing 
worse: the Minister is worthy of the hire. The only 
objection I feel is founded on a fear that the acceptance 
may be a temptation to you to let fall the bone (hard as 
it is) which is in your mouth, and must afford tolerable 
pickings, for the shadow of independence. You cannot 
projjose to become independent on what the low state of 
interest could afford you from such a principal as you 
mention j and the most graceful excuse for the acceptance 
would be, that it left you free to your voluntary functions. 
That is the less light part of the scruple. It has no 
darker shade. I put in darker because of the ambiguity 
of the word “ light,” which Donne, in his admirable poem 
on the Metempsychosis, has so ingeniously illustrated in 
his invocation— 

12 1 2 
“ Make my dark heavy poem, light and lights 

where the two senses of light are opposed to different 
opposites. A trifling criticism. I can see no reason for 
any scruple then but what arises from your own interest; 
which is in your own power, of course, to solve. If you 
still have doubts, read over Sanderson's Cases of Con- 
science^ and Jeremy Taylor’s Ductor Duhitantium; the 
first a moderate octavo, the latter a folio of 900 close 
pages; and when you have thoroughly digested the 
admirable reasons pro and con which they give for every 

possible case, you will be-just as wise as when you 

began. Every man is his own best casuist; and after 
all, as Ephraim Smooth, in the pleasant comedy of Wild 
OatSf has it, “ there is no harm in a Guinea.” A fortiori 
there is less in 2000. 
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I therefore moat Bincerely congratulate with you, 
excepting so far as excepted above. If you hnve fair 
prospects of adding to the princi})al, cut the Bank; but 
in either ctise do not refuse an honest service. Your 
heart tells you it is not offered to bribe you from any 
duty, but to a duty which you feel to be your vocation. 
Farewell heartily. 0. L. 


Letter CGLXXVII.] April 1824. 

Dear B. B.—I am sure I cannot fill a letter, though 
I should disfurnish my skull to fdl it; but you expect 
something, and shall have a notelet. Is Sunday, not 
divinely speaking, but humanly and liolidaysically, a 
blessing'! Without its institution, would our rugged task- 
masters have given us a leisure day, so often, think you, 
as once in a month? or, if it had not been instituted, 
might they not have given us every sixth day ? Solve 
me this problem. If we are to go three times arday to 
church, why lias Sunday slipped into the notion of a 
Ao^/t'day? A HoLvday I grant it. The Puritans, I 
have rend in Southey’s book, know the distinction. They 
made people observe Sunday rigorously, would not let a 
nursery-maid walk out in tlie fields with children for 
recreation on that day. But thrn —they gave the people 
a holiday from all sorts of work every second Tuesday. 
This was giving to the two Caesars that which was hu 
respective. Wise, beautiful, thoughtful, generous legis¬ 
lators 1 Would Wilberforce give us our Tuesdays ? No : 
(d—n him !)—he would turn the six days into sevenths, 

“ And Uio.se three smiling seasons of the year 
Into a Rus.siau Winter.”—O ld Play, 

I am sitting opposite a i)erson who is making strange 
distortions with the gout, which is not unpleasant—to me 
at least. What is the reason we do not sympathise with 
pain, short of some terrible surgical operation 1 Hazlitt, 
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who boldly says all he feels, avows that not only he does 
not pity sick people, but he hates them. I obscurely 
recognise his meaning. Pain is probably too selfish a 
consideration, too simply a consideration of self-attention. 
We pity poverty, loss of friends, etc.—more complex 
things, in which the sufibrer’s feelings are associated with 
others. This is a rough thought suggested by the pre¬ 
sence of gout; I want head to extricate it and plane it. 
Wliat is all this to your letter? I felt it to be a good 
one, but ray turn, when I write at all, is perversely to 
travel out of the record, so that my letters are anything 
but answera. So you still want a motto! You must 
not take my ironical one, because your book, I take it, is 
too serious for it. Bickerstaff might have used it for kU 
lucubrations. What do you think of (for a title) Jidigio 
Tremuli ? or Tremchundi ? There is Religio-Medici and 
Laid. But perhaps the volume is not quite Quakerish 
enough, or exclusively so, for it. Your own “ Vigils” is 
perhaps the best. While I have space, let me congratu¬ 
late with you the return of Spring: what a summery 
Spring too ! all those qualms about the dog and cray-fish 
melt before it. I am going to be happy and vain again. 

A hasty farewell, 0. Lamb. 


Letter CCLXXVIII,] May 16, 1824. 

Deiir B. B.—I am oppressed with business all day, 
and Company all night. But I will snatch a quarter of 
an hour. Your recent acquisitions of the Picture and 
the Letter are greatly to be congi*atulated. I too have 
a picture of my father and the copy of his first love 
verses; but they have been mine long. Blake is a real 
name, I assure you, and a most extraordinary man, if 
he be still living. He is the Robert Blake, whose 
wild designs accompany a splendid folio edition of the 
“Night Thoughts,” which you may have seen, in one of 
which he pictures the parting of soul and body by a solid 
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mass of human form floating off, God knows how, from a 
lumpish mass (fac Simile to itself) left behind on the 
dying bed. He paints in water colours marvellous strange 
pictures, visions of his brain, which ho asserts that he 
has seen. They have great merit. He has seen tlie old 
Welsh bards on Snowdon—he has seen the Beautifullest, 
the strongest, and the Ugliest Man, left alone from the 
Massacre of the Britons by the Romans, and has painted 
them from memory (I have seen his paintings), and 
asserts them to be as good as the figures of Raphael and 
Angelo, but not better, as they had precisely the same 
retro-visions and prophetic visions with themself [himself]. 
The painters in oil (which he will have it that neither of 
them practised) he affirms to have been the ruin of art, 
and affirms that all the while he was engaged in his 
Water paintings, Titian was disturbing him, Titian the 
Ill Genius of Oil Painting. His Pictures—one in par¬ 
ticular, the Canterbury Pilgrims (far above Stothard’s)— 
have great merit, but hard, dry, yet with grace. He has 
written a Catalogue of them with a most spirited criti¬ 
cism on Chaucer, but mystical and full of Vision. His 
poems have been sold hitherto only in Manuscript. I 
never read them; but a friend at ray desire procured the 
“ Sweep Song.” There is one to a tiger, which I have 
heard recited, beginning— 

“ Tiger, Tiger, burning bright, 

Thro’ the departs of the night,” 

which is glorious, but, alas! I have not the book; for 
the man is flown, whither I know not—to Hades or a 
Mad House. But I must look on him as one of the 
most extraordinary persons of the age. Montgomery’s 
book I have not much hope from. The Society, with 
the affected name, has been labouring at it for these 
20 years, and made few converts. I think it was 
injudicious to mix stories avowedly colour’d by fiction 
with the sad true statements from the parliamentary 
records, etc., but I wish the little Negroes all the good 
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that can come from it. I batter’d my brains (not butter’d 
them—but it is a bad a) for a few verses for them, but 
I could make nothing of it. You have been luckier. 
But Blake’s are the flower of the set, you will, I am sure, 
agree, tho’ some of Montgomery’s at the end are pretty; 
but the Dream awkwardly paraphras’d from B. 

With the exception of an Epilogue for a Private 
Theatrical, I have written nothing now for near 6 
months. It is in vain to spur me on. I must wait. I 
cannot write witiiout a genial impulse, and I have none. 
’Tis barren all and dearth. No matter; life is something 
without scribbling. I have got rid of my bad spirits, 
and hold up pretty well this rain-damn’d May. 

So we have lost another Poet. I never much relished 
his Lordship’s mind, and shall be sorry if the Greeks 
have cause to miss him. He was to me oflensive, and I 
never can make out his great power^ which his admirers 
talk of. Why, a line of Wordsworth’s is a lever to lift 
the immortal spirit 1 Byron can only move the Spleen. 
He was at best a Satyrist,—in any other way, he was 
mean enough. I daresay I do him injustice; but I 
cannot love him, nor squeeze a tear to his memory. He 
did not like the world, and he has left it, as Alderman 
Curtis advised the Radicals, “If they don’t like their 
Country, damn ’em, let ’em leave it,” they possessing no 
rood of ground in England, and he 10,000 acres. Byron 
was better than many Curtises. 

Farewell, and accept this apology for a letter from 
one who owes you so much in that kind. 

Yours ever truly, 0. L. 

B. Barton, Es(i., Woodbridge, Suffolk. 


Lbiteb CCLXXIX.] July 7, 1824. 

Dear B. B.—I have been suffering under a severe 
inflammation of the eyes, notwithstanding which I reso¬ 
lutely went through your very pretty volume at once, 
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which I dare pronounce in no ways inferior to former 
lucubrations. Abroad*^ and lord^’ are vile rhymes 
notwithstanding, and if you count you will wonder how 
many tiuies you have repeated the word unearthly; 
thri(;o in one poem. It is become a slang word with the 
bards ; avoid it in future lustily, “ Time ” is fine ; but 
there arc better a good deal, I think. The vobime does 
not lie by me; and after a long day’s smarting fatigue, 
which has almost put out my eyes (not blind however to 
your merits), I dare not trust myself with long writing. 
The verses to Bloomfield are the sweetest in the collection. 
Religion is sometimes lugged in, as if it did not come 
naturally. I will go over carefully when I get my seeing, 
and exemplify. You have also too much of singing 
metre, such as requires no deep ear to make ; lilting 
mcjiaure, in which you have done Woolman injustice. 
Strike at less superficial melodics. The piece on Nayler 
is more to my fancy. 

My eye runs waters. But I will give you a fuller 
account some day. The book is a very piotty one in 
more than one sense. The decorative haip, perliaps, too 
ostentatious; a simple pipe preferable. 

Farewell, and many thanks. 0. Lamb, 


To JOHN B. DIBHIN. 

LettbrCOLXXX.] JwZy 28, 1824, 

My dear Sir—I must appear negligent in not having 
thanked you for the very pleasant lx)oks you sent me. 
Arthur^ and the Novel, we have both of us read with 
unmixed satisfaction. They are full of quaint conceits, 
and running over with good-humour and good-nature. I 
naturally take little interest in story, but in these the 
manner and not the end is the interest; it is such 
pleasant travelling one scarce cares whither it leads us. 
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Pray express our i)lea8iire to your father with my best 
thanks. 

I am involved in a routine of visiting among the 
family of Barron Field, just returned from Botany Bay. 
I shall hardly have an o]>en evening before Tuesday next. 
Will you come to us then 1 

Yours truly, 0. Laaib. 


To TIIIC Rkv. H. F. CARY. 

East hulia House, 

LKTTEaCGLXXXL] Augustin, 1824. 

Dear Sir—I shall have much pleasure in dining with 
you on Wednesday next, with much shame that I have 
not noti(ted your kind present of the Birds, which I 
found very chirping and whimsical. I believe at the time 
I was daily thinking of paying you a visit, and put it off 
—till 1 should come. Somehow it slipt, and I must 
crave your pardon. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCLXXXII.] August 1824. 

Dear B. B.—I congratulate you on getting a house 
over your head. I find the comfort of it I am sure. At 
my town lodgings the mistress was always quarrelling 
with our maid, and at my place of rustication the whole 
family were always beating one another, brothers beating 
sisters (one, a most beautiful girl, lamed for life), father 
beating sons and daughters, and son again beating his 
father, knocking him fairly down, a scene I never before 
witnessed, but was called out of bed by the unnatural 
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blows, the parricidal colour of which, though my morals 
could not but coudeiim, yet my reason did heartily 
approve, and in the issuo the house was quieter for a day 
or 80 than I had ever known. I am now all harmony 
and q\iiet, even to the sometimes wishing back again 
Borne of the old nifllings. There is something stirring in 
these civil broils. 

The album shall be attended to. If I can light upon 
a few appropriate rhymt^ (but rhymes come with difficulty 
from me now) I Hhall beg a place in the neat margin of 
your young housekeeper. 

The “ Prometheus,” unbound^ is a capital story. The 
literal rogue! What if you had ordered “Elfrida” in 
s^heets / she’d have been sent up I warrant you. Or bid 
liim clasp his Bible {i.e. to his bosom), he’d have clapt 
ou a brass clasp, no doubt. 

I can no more understand Shelley than you can. His 
poetry is “ thin sown with profit or delight.” Yet I 
must point to your notice a sonnet conceived and expressed 
with a witty delicacy. It is that addressed to one wlio 
hated him, hut who could not pemuade him to hate him 
again. His coyness to the other’s passion — (for hate 
demands a retiun as much as love, and starves without 
it)—is most arch and plcusarvt Pray, like it very much. 
For his theories and nostrums, they are oracular enough; 
but I either comprehend ’em not, or there is “ miching 
raalieo ” and mischief in ’em, but, for the most part, 
ringing with their own emptiness. Hazlitt said well of 
’em—“ Many are the wiser and better for reading Shak- 
speare, but nobody was over wiser or better for reading 
Shelley.” I wonder you will bow your correspondence 
on 80 barren a ground as I am, that make such poor 
returns. But my head aches at the bare thought of 
letter-writing. I wish all tlie ink in the ocean dried up, 
and would listen to the quills shivering up in the caudle 
flame, like parching martyrs. The same indisposition to 
write has stopped my “ !]^as ”; but you will see a futile 
effort in the next Number, “wrung from me with slow 
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pain.” The fact is, my head is seldom cool enough. I 
am dreadfully indolent. To have to do anything—to 
order me a new coat, for instance, though my old buttons 
arc shelled like beans—is an effort. My pen stammers 
like my tongue. What cool craniums those old inditers 
of folios must have had !—what a mortified ptilsc ! Well; 
once more I throw myself on your mercy. Wisliiiig peace 
in thy now dwelling, 0. Lamb. 


Lei'TKR COLXXXIII.] September ZO, 1824 

Little book, siimamed of whitCy 
Clean as yet, and fair to sight, 

Keep thy attribution right. 

Never disproportion’d scrawl, 

Ugly blot (that's worse than aU) 

On thy maiden clearness fall 1 

In each letter here design’d, 

Let the reader emblem’d find 
Neatness of the owner’s mind. 

Gilded margins count a sin ; 

Let thy leaves attraction win 
By the golden rules within ; 

Sayings fetch’d from sages old; 

Laws which Holy Writ unfold. 

Worthy to be graved in gold : 

Lighter fancies not excluding; 

Blameless wit, with nothing rude in, 
Sometimes mildly interluding 
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Amid Btraiiis of graver measure ; 

Virtue’s self hath oft her plesisure 
In sweet Muses’ groves of leisure. 

Riddles dark, perplexing sense; 

Darker meanings of offence ; 

What but s/i<t(Jes—he banish’d hence ! 

Whitest thoughts, in whitest dress, 

Candid meanings, best express 
Mind of quiet Quakeress. 

Dear B. B.—“ I am ill at these numbers ”; but if the 
above be not too mean to have a place in thy daughter’s 
sanctum, take them with plcjisure. I assume that 
her name is Hannah, because it is a pretty scriptural 
cognomen. 

I began on another sheet of paper, and just as I Inwl 
penned the second line of stanza two, an ugly blot fell, 
to illustrate my counsel. I am sadly given to blot, and 
modern blottiiig-paper gives no redress; it only smears, 
and makes it worse. The only remedy is scratching out, 
which gives it a clerkish look. The most innocent blots 
are made with red ink, and are rather ornamental. Marry, 
they are not always to be distinguished from the effusions 
of a cut finger. Well, I hope and tnist thy tick-doleni, 
or however you spell it, is vanished, for I have frightful 
impressions of that tick, and do altogether hate it, as an 
unpaid score, or the tick of a death-watch. I take it to 
be a sjxicics of Vitus’s dance. (I omit the sanctity, writing 
to “ one of the men called friends.”) I knew a young 
lady who could dance no other; she danced it througli 
life, and very queer and fantastic were her steps. 

Heaven bless thee from such metisures, and keep thee 
from the foul fiend, who delights to lead after false fires 
in the night, Flibbertigibbet, that gives the web and the 
pin, and I forget what else. 

From my den, as Bunyan has it, 30th Sep. 1824. 

0, L. 
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To Mas. COLLIER. 

LETrKu CCLXXXiV.J November 2, 1824. 

Dear Mrs. Collier—We receive so much pig from your 
kindness, that I really have not phrase enough to vary 
successive acknowledgments. 

I think I shall get a printed form to serve on all 
occasions. 

To say it was young, crisp, short, luscious, dainty- 
toed, is but to say what all its predecessors have been. 
It was eaten on Sumlay and Monday, and doubts only 
exist as to which temperature it eat best, hot or cold. 
I incline to the latter. The Petty-feet made a pretty 
surprising prfegustation for supper on Saturday night, 
just as I was loathingly in expectation of brencheese. I 
spell as I speak. 

I do not know what news to send you. You will 
have beard of Alsager’s death, and your son John’s 
success in the Lottery. I say he is a wise man if he 
leaves off while he is well. The weather is wet to 
weariness; but Mary goes puddling about a-shopping 
after a gown for the winter. She wants it good and 
cheap. Now I hold that no good things are cheaj), pig- 
presents always excepted. In this mournful weather I 
sit moping, where I now write, in an office dark as 
Erebus, jammed in between four walls, and writing by 
Candle-Light, most melancholy. Never see the light of 
the sun six hours in the day; and am surprised to find 
how pretty it shines on Sundays. I wish I were a 
Caravan driver, or a Penny postman, to earn my bread 
in air and sunshine. Such a pedestrian as I am, to be 
tied by the legs, like a Fauntleroy, without the pleasime 
of his Exactions I I am interrupted here with an official 
question which will take me up till it’s time to go to 
dinner. So with repeated thanks and both our kindest 

VOL. II. I 
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roiriombrancoB to Mr. Oollier and yourBclf, I conclude 
in liaste, 

Yours and his Biue-orely, C. Lamb. 

On further iiniuiry Alsager ifl not detul; but Mrs. A 
is bro* to bed. 

From my Den in LeadonhalL 


To B. W. PROCTER. 

Lr-TTEU CULXXX V.J Leadenliall, Novr.mher n, ’24. 

My d(!ar Procter--I do agniso a shame in not having 
been to pay iny congratulations to Mrs. Procter and your 
happy self, but on Sunday (my only morning) I was 
engaged to a country walk; and in virtue of the hypo- 
statical union between us, when Mary calls, it is understood 
that I call too, we l>eing univocid. 

But indeed I am ill at these ceremonious inductions. 
I fancy 1 was not born with a call on my head, though 
I have brought one down ujx)n it with a vengeance. I 
love not to pluck that sort of Iruit crude, but to stay its 
riptming into visits. In probability Mary will be at 
Southampton Row this morning, and something of that 
kind bo matured between you, but in any case not many 
liours sliall elapse before I shake you by the hand. 

Meantime give my kindest felicitations to Mrs. Procter, 
and assme her I look forward with the greatest dehght 
to our acquaintance. By the way, the deuce a bit of 
cake has come to hand, which hath an inauspicious look 
at first, but 1 comfort myself that that Mysterious Service 
hath the property of Sacramental Bread, which mice 
cannot nibble, nor time moulder. 

I am married myself to a severe step-wife, who 
keeps me, not at bed and board, but at desk and board, 
and is jealous of my morning aberrations. I cannot shp 
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out to congratulate kinder unions. It is well she leaves 

me alone o’nights,—the d-d Day-hag JhcsIiU’Sfi. She 

is even now peeping over me to see I am writing no 
love letters. I come, my dear—Where is the Indigo 
Sale Book 1 

Twenty adieus, my dear friends, till we meet. 

Yours most truly, 0. Lamb. 


To Miss HUTCHINSON. 

fjKTTKrv CCliXXXVL] ]>rsk, November 11, 1821 , 

My dear Miss nutchinson—Mary bids me thank you 
for your kind letter. We are a little puzzled about your 
whereabouts. Miss Wordsworth writes Torkay, and you 
have (picerly made it Torquay. Now Tokay we have 
heard of, and Torliay, which we take to be the true male 
spelling of the pla(! 0 ; but somewhere w(^ fancy it to be 
on “ Devon’s leafy shores,” where we heartily wish the 
kindly breezes may restore all that is invalid among you. 
Robinson is retiu:ne<l, ami speaks much of you all. We 
shall be most glad to hear good news from you from time 
to time. The best is, Procter is at last married. We 
have made sundr)^ attempts to see the bride, but have 
accidentally failed, she being gone out a-gadding. We 
had promised our dear friends the Monkhouses—promised 
ourselves rather—a visit to them at Ramsgate; but I 
thought it best, and Mary seemed to have it at heart too, 
not to go far from home these hist holydays. It is con¬ 
nected with a souse of unsettlement, and secretly I know 
she hoped that such abstinence would be friendly to her 
health. She certainly has escaped her sad yearly visita¬ 
tion, whether in consequence of it, or of faith in it, and 
we have to be thankful for a good 1824. To get such a 
notion into our heads may go a great way another year. 
Not that we quite confined ourselves; but assuming 
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Islington to bo headquarters, we raado timid flights to 
Ware, Watford, etc., to try how the trouta tasted, for a 
night out or so, not long enough to make the sense of 
change oppressive, but sufficient to scour the rust of home. 
Coleridge is not returned from the sea. As a little scandal 
may divert you recluses, we were in the Summer dining 
at a clergyman of Southey’s “Church of England,” at 
Hertford, the same who officiated to ThurtcU’s last 
moments, and indeed an old contemporary Blue of O.’s 
and mine at school. After dinner we talked of C.; and 
F., who is a mighty good follow in the main, but hath 
his cassock prejudices, inveighed against the moral 
character of C. I endeavoured to enlighten him on 
the subject, till having driven him out of some of his 
holds, he stopped my mouth at once by appealing to me 
whether it was not very well known that C. “ at that 
vei*y moment was living in a state of open adultery with 
Mrs. * ♦ * * ♦ * at Highgatel” Nothing I could say, 
serioufl or bantering, after that, could remove the deep 
inrooted conviction of the whole company assembled that 
such was the case ! Of course you will keep this quite 
close, for I would not involve my poor blundering friend, 
who I daresay believed it all thoroughly. My inter¬ 
ference of course was imputed to the goodness of my 
heart, that could imagine nothing wrong, etc. Such it 
is if ladies will go gadding about \^ith other people’s 
husbands at watering-places. How careful we should ho 
to avoid the appearance of evil! 

I thought this anecdote might amuse you. It is not 
worth resenting seriously; only I give it as a si^ecimen 
of orthodox candoiu-. 0 Southey, Southey, how long 
would it be before you would find one of us Unitarians 
propagating such imwarrantablo scandal! Providence 
keep you all from the foul fiend, scandal, and send you 
back well and happy to dear Glostcr Place 1 C. L. 

Miss Hutchinson, 

T. Monkhousc, Esq., 

Strand, Torkay, Torbay, Devon. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

I.ETI'ER CCLXXXVII.] Dcarnber 1, 1824. 

Dear B. B.—If Mr. Mitford will send mo a full and 
circumstantial description of his desLed vases, I will 
transmit the same to a gentleman resident at Canton, 
whom I think I have interest cnougli in to take the 
proper care for their execution. But Mi-. M. must have 
patience. China is a great way off, furtlior perhaps than 
he thinks ; and his next year’s roses must be content to 
wither in a Wedgwood pot. He will please to say 
whether he should like his Arms upon them, etc. I send 
herewith some patterns which suggest themselves to me 
at the first blush of the subject, but he will probably 
consult his own taste after all 




The last pattern is obviously fitted for ranunculuses 
only. The two former may indififerently hold daisies, 
marjoram, sweet-williams, and that sort My friend in 
Canton is Inspector of Teas; his name is Ball; and I can 
think of no better tunnel I shall expect Mr. M.’s 
decision. 

Taylor and Hessey finding their magazine goes off very 
heavily at 2s. 6d. are prudently going to raise their price 
another shilling; and having already more authors than 
they want, intend to increase the number of them. If 
they set up against the J^ew Monthly they must change 
their present hands. It is not tying the dead carcase 
of a Review to a half-dead Magazine will do their 
business. It is like George Dyer multiplying his volumes 
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to make ’em sell better. When he finds one will not go 
off, he publishes two ; two stick, he tries three; three hang 
lire, ho is confident that four will have a better chance. 

And now, my dear sir, trilling apart, the gloomy 
c-atastroplio of ycstiTday morning prompts a sadder 
vein. The fate of the unfortunate Fauntleroy makes me, 
whether I will or no, to cast rellecting eyes around on 
such of my friends as, by a parity of situation, ai'e exposed 
to a similarity of temptation. My very style seems to 
myself to become more impressive than usual, with the 
(change of theme. Who that standeth, knoweth but he 
may yet fall ? Your hands as yet, I am most willing to 
believe, have never deviated into other’s property. Yon 
think it impossible that you could ever commit so heinous 
an oflence; but so thought Fauntleroy once ; so have 
thought many besides him, who at lai^t have expiated as 
he hath done. You are as yet upright; but you are a 
banker, at least the next thing to it. I feel the delicacy 
of the subject; but cash must pass through your hands, 
sometimes to a great amount. If in an unguarded hour 

-but I will hope better. Consider the scandal it will 

bring upon those of your persuasion. Thousands would 
go to see a Quaker hanged, that would be indiliereut to 
the fate of a Presbyterian or an Anabaptist. Think of 
the effect it would have on the sale of your poems alone, 
not to mention higher considerations ! I tremble, I am 
sui’e, at myself, when I think that so many poor victims 
of the law, at one time of their life, made as sure of never 
being hanged, as I in my presumption am too ready to 
do myself. What are we better than they 1 Do we come 
into the world with different necks 1 Is there any dis¬ 
tinctive mark under our left ears 1 Are we imstrangulable, 
I ask youl Think of these things. I am shocked 
sometimes at the shape of my own fingers, not for their 
resemblance to the ape tribS (wliich is sometliing), but 
for the exquisite adaptation of them to the purposes of 
picking, fingering, etc. No one that is so framed, I 
maintain it, but should tremble. U. L. 
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To SAMUEL TAYLUK COLERIDUE. 

LkITEU CCLXXXVIIL] 1824. 

Detir Coleridge—Why will you nuike your visits, 
which should give ijleasure, matter of regret to your 
friends 1 You never come but you take away some folio, 
that is part of my existence. With a great deal of dilli- 
ciilty 1 was made to comprehend the extent of my loss. 
My maid, Becky, brought me a dirty bit of paper, which 
contained her description of some book which Mr. 
Coleridge had taken away. It was “Luster’s Tables,” 
which, for some time, I coidd not make out. “ What! 
has he carried away any of the tables^ Becky T’ “ No, it 
wasn’t any tables, but it was a book that he called 
Luster’s Tables.” I was obliged to st^arch personally 
among my shelves, and a huge fissure suddenly disclosed 
to me the true nature of the damage I had sustained. 
That book, Coleridge, you should not have taken away, 
for it is not mine; it is the property of a friend, who 
does not know its value, nor indeed have I been very 
sedulous in explaining to him the estimate of it; but was 
rather contented in giving a sort of corroboration to a 
hint that he let fall, as to its being suspected to be not 
genuine, so that in all probability it would have fallen to 
me lis a deodand ; not but I am as sure it is Luther’s as I 
am sure that Jack Bunyan wrote the Pilgrim!a Progress ; 
but it was not for me to pronounce upon the validity of 
testimony that had l)een disputed by leaineder clerks 
than I; so I quietly let it occupy the place it had 
usurped upon my shelves, and should never have thought 
of issuing an ejectment against it; for why should I be 
so bigoted as to allow rites of hospitality to none but my 
own books, children, etc. %—a species of egotism I abhor 
from my heart. No; let 'em all snug together, Hebrews 
and Proselytes of the gate; no selfish partiality of mine 
shidl make distinction between them. I charge no ware- 
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house room for my friends’ commodities; they are wel¬ 
come to come and stay as long as they like, without 
paying rent. I have several such strangers that I treat 
with more than Arabian courtesy. There’s a copy of 
More’s fine poem, which is none of mine, but I cherish 
it as my own. I am none of those churlish landlords 
that advertise the goods to be taken away in ten days’ 
time, or tlien to be sold to pay expenses. So you sec I 
had no right to lend you that book. I may lend you 
my own books, because it is at my own hazard; but it 
is not honest to hazard a friend’s property; I always 
make that distinction. I hope you will bring it with 
you, or send it by Hartley; or he can bring that, and 
you the Polemical PiscouraeSf and come and eat some 
atoning mutton with us one of these days shortly. Wo 
are engaged two or three Sundays deep, but always dine 
at home on week-days at half-past four. So come all 
four—men and books I mean. My third shelf (northern 
compartment) from the top has two devilish gaps, where 
you have knocked out its two eye-teeth. 

Your wronged friend, 0. Lamb. 


To LEIGH HUNT. 

LBTraa CCLXXXIX.] [End of 1824.] 

Illustbezzimo Signor—I have obeyed your mandate 
to a tittle. I accompany this with a volume; but what 
have you done with the first I sent youl Have you 
swapped it with some lazzaroni for macaroni, or pledged 
it with a gondolierer for a passage ? Peradventuri the 
Cardinal Gonsalvi took a fancy to it: his Eminence has 
done my Nearness an honour. ’Tia but a step to the 
Vatican. As you judge, my works do not enrich the 
workman; but I get va< / can for ’em. They keep 
dragging me on, a poor, worn mill-horse, in the etem^ 



TO HUNT. 


121 


round of the damned magazine; but ’tie they are blind, 
not L Colburn (where I recognise with delight the gay 
W. Honeycomb renovated) hath the ascendency. I was 
with the Novellos last week. They have a large, cheap 
house and garden, with a dainty library (magnificent) 
without books; but what will make you bless yourself 
(I am too old for wonder), something has touched the 
right organ in Vinceutio at last. He attends a Wesleyan 
chapel on Kingsland Green. He at first tried to laugh 
it off; he only went for the singing; but the cloven foot 
—I retract—the lamb’s trotters are at length apparent. 
Mary Isabella attributes it to a lightness induced by his 
headaches ; but I think I see in it a less accidental 
influence. Mr. Clark is at perfect staggers ! the whole 
fabric of his infidelity is shaken. Ho has no one to join 
him in his horse-insults and indecent obstreperousnesses 
against Christianity; for Holmes (the bonny Holmes) 
is gone to Salisbury to be organist, and Isabella and the 
Clark make but a feeble quorum. The children have all 
neat little clasped pray-books; and I have laid out seven 
shillings and eightpence in Watts’s Hymns for Christmas 
presents for them. The eldest girl alone holds out. She 
has been at Boulogne, skirting upon the vast focus of 
Atheism, and imported bad principles in patois French. 
But the strongholds are crumbling. H. appears as yet 
to have but a confused notion of the Atonement. It 
makes him giddy, he says, to think much about it; but 
such giddiness is spiritu^ sobriety. Well, Byron is gone; 

and-is now the best poet in England. Fill up the 

gap to your fancy. Burry Cornwall has at last carried 
the pretty A[nne] S[keppcr]. They are just in the 
treacle-moon. Hope it won’t clog his wings (gaum, we 
used to say at school). Mary, my sister, has worn me 
out with eight weeks’ cold and toothache, her average 
complement in the Winter; and it will not go away. 
She is otherwise well, and reads novels all day long. She 
has had an exempt year, a good year; for which, forget¬ 
ting the minor calamity, she and I are most thankful. 
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Alsager i« in a flouriHlnn^ Iiouhg, witli wif(^ and (ihildreri 
about him, in Mecklenburg Square,— almoHt too fme to 
viRit. Jlarron Field is come home from Sydney; but as 
yet I can hear no tidings of a peusion. He is plump 
iuid friendly ; his wife, leally a very superior woman, 
lie icsumes the bar. I have got acquainted with Mr. 
Irving, the Scotch preacher, whose fame must have 
reached you. He is an humble disciple at the foot of 
Gamaliel S. T. C. Judge how bis own sectarists must 
stare, when I tell you he has dedicated a book to S. T. C., 
acknowledging to have learnt more of the nature of faith, 
Christianity, and Christian ChiLrch, from him than from 
all the men he ever conversed with ! He is a most 
amiable, sincere, modest man in a room, this Boanerges 
ill the temple. Mrs. Montague told him the dedication 
woidd do him no good. “ That shall be a reason for 
doing it,” was his answer. Judge, now, whether this 
man bo a quack. Dear H., taki' this impei fect notelet 
for a letter: it looks so much the more like conversing 
on nearer terms. Love to all the Hunts, oUl friend 
Thornton, and all. 

Yours ever, C. Lamb. 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Coldrrook Cottage, Islington, 

Lktteu CCXO.] January 7, 1825. 

Dear Allsop—I acknowledge with thanks the receipt 
of a draft on Messrs. Wms. for £81 :11 ; 3 which I haste 
to cash in the present alarming state of the money market. 
Hurst and Robinson gone. I have imagined a Chorus of 
ill-used Authors singing on the Occasion : 

What should we when Booksellers break ? 

We should rejoice. 

Da capo. 

We regret exceedingly Mrs. Allsop's being unwell. 
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Mary or both will come and see her soon. The frost ia 
cruel, and we have both colds. I take Pills again, which 
battle with your Wine; and Victory hovers doubtful, 
by tlic by, tho’ not disinclined to presents, I remember 
.,)ur bargain to take a dozen at sale price, and must demur. 
With once again thanks and best Inves to Mrs. A, 
Turn over—Yours, 0. La Mil. 


To JOHN B. DIBDIN. 

Li.iTKii CCXCl.] /■;. /. U., January 11, 1825. 

My Dear Sir—Pray return my best thanks to your 
father for his little volume. It is like all of Ids I have 
seen—spirited, good-humoured, and redolent of tlie wit 
uikI humour of a century ago. He should have lived 
with Gay and his set. The Chessiad is so clever that I 
relished it in spite of ray total ignorance of the game. I 
liav ,9 before me, but I remember a cajdtal simile of 
the Chairman letting in her Watchman husband, which 
is better tlrau Sutler’s Lobster turned to Red. Hazard is 
a grand character—Jove in his Chair. When you are 
disjiosed to leave yong one room for my six, Colebrooke 
is where it was; and my ^ister begs me to add that as 
she is disappointed of meeting your sister your waj/y we 
.shall be most hajjpy to see Ifcr our way, when you have 
an evening to spare. Do not stand on ceremonies and 
introductions, but come at once. I need not say that if 
you can induce your father to join the party it will be so 
much the pleasanter. Can you name an evening next 
week ? I give you long credit. 

Meantime am, as usual, yours tndy, 0. L. 

When I saw the Ghessiad advertised by 0. D. the 
younger, I hoped it might be yours. What title is left 
for you^ 

Charles Dibdin the younger, junior, 

0 no, you are Timothy 1 
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To Miss 11UTUH1N80N. 

Letter COXGIL] 

The brevity of this is owiiij^ to scratching it off at my 
desk amid exj)ected interruptions. By habit, I can write 
letters only at office. 

January 20, 1825. 

Dear Miss H.—Thank you for a noble goose, which 
wanted only the massive incrustation that wo used to 
pick-axe open, about this season, in Old Gloucester Place. 
When shall we eat another goose pie together? The 
pheasant, too, must not be forgotten; twice as big, and 
half as good as a Partridge. You ask about the editor 
of the London; I know of none. This first specimen 
is flat and pert enough to justify subscribers who grudge 
t’other shilling. Do Quinccy’s “Parody ’ was Buhmitted 
to him before printed, and had his Prohatum. The 
“ Homs ” is in a poor taste, resembling the most laboured 
papers in the Spectator. 1 had signed it ‘Mack Horner” ; 
but Taylor and Hessey said it would be thought an 
offensive article unless I put my known signature to it, 
and wnmg from me my slow cons^t. But did you read 
the “Memoir of Liston”?—and did you guess whoso it 
was ? Of all the lies I ever put off, 1 value this most. 
It is from top to toe, every paragraph, Pure Invention, 
and has passed for gospel; has been republished in news¬ 
papers, and in the fienny play-bills of the night, aj 9 an 
authentic account. I shall certainly go to the naughty 
man some day for my fibbings. In the next Number I 
figure as a Theologian! and have attacked my late 
brethren, the Unitarians. What Jack-Pudding tricks I 
shall play next, I know not; I am almost at the end of 
my tether. Coleridge is quite blooming, but his book 
has not budded yet. I hope I have spelt Torquay right 
now, and that this will find you all mendii»g, and looking 
forward to a London flight with the Spring. Winter, 
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we have had none, but plenty of foul weather. I have 
lately picked up an epigram which pleased me— 

“ Two noble earls, whom if I quote, 

Some folks might call me sinner, 

'File one invented half a coat. 

The other half a dinner. 

“'I’ho plan was good, as some will say ; 

And fitted to console one; 

Because, in this ]mor starving day 
Few can alford a whole one.’ 

I have made the lame one still lamer by imperfect 
memory ; but spite of bald diction, a little done to it 
might improve it into a good one. You have nothing 
else to do at Torquay. Suppose you try it. Well, God 
bless 3 'ou all, as wishes Mary most sincerely, with many 
thanks for letter, etc. Elia. 

To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Colehrook^ Ihiesday^ 

Letter CCXCI11.] /an. 25, 1825. 

Dear Novello—My sister’s cold is as obstinate as an 
old Handclian, whom a modern amateur is trying to con¬ 
vert to Mozart-ism. As company must, and always does, 
injure it, Emma and I propose to come to you in the 
evening of to-morrow, instead of meetiiig here. An early 
bread-and-cheese supper at half-past eight will oblige us. 
Loves to the bearer of many children. C. Lamii. 

I sign with a black seal, that you may [begin] 
to think her cold has killed Mary; which will be an 
agreeable unsurpri.se when you read the note. 

V. Novello, Esq., Green, Shacklewell. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Leiter CCXCIV.] FOrruary 10, 182.5. 

Dear B. B.—I am vexed that ugly paper should have 
offended. I kept it as clear from objectionable phrases 
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as })OR8ibl(‘, and it was Hcssey’s fault, and rny weakness, 
that it did not appciar anonymous. JNo more of it, for 
(jiod^H sake. The “Spirit of the A‘j;e ” is by Hazlitt. 
The (diaraetcrs of Ooleridtje, ete., he iiad done better in 
former publieations, tlie })rais(^ and the abuse mu(;li 
Btron(]jer, ete. ; but the ikjw ones are capitally done. 
Horne T’ooke is a matchless portrait. My advice is, to 
borrow it rather than buy it. T have it. He has laid 
too many colours on my likcniess; but 1 have had so 
much injustice done mo in my own name, that 1 make a 
rule of ac(r(‘pting as imndi over-measure to Elia as gentle 
men think proper to bestow. Lay it on and spare not. 
Your gentleman brother sets my mouth a-watering after 
liberty. Oh that I were kicked out of Leadenhall with 
ov(*ry mark of indignity, and a eoinpolence in my fob ! 
The birds of the air would not be so tree as I should. 
How I would prance and (airvet it, and pick up cowslips, 
and ramble about purposeless, as an idiot! The Autlior- 
mometcr is a good fimey. I liave caused great specula 
tion in the dramatic (not thy) world by a lying “Life of 
Liston,” all pure invention. Tlio town has swallowed 
it, and it is copied into newspapers, play-bills, etc., as 
authentic. You do not know' the Droll, and possibly 
missed reading the article (in our first Number, new' 
series). A litr more iin])robable for him to have lived 
would not be easily invented. But your rebuke, coupled 
with “ Dream on J. Biuiyan,” checks mo. I’d rather do 
more in ray favourite way, but feel dry. I must laugh 
Bometiincs. I am poor Hypochondriacus, and not Liston. 
The second Number is all trash. What are T. and H. 
about 1 Why did poor Scott die? There wa.s comfort 
in writing wTth such associates ;ia were his little band of 
scribblers; some gone away, some affronted away, and 1 
am left as the solitary wddow looking for water-cresses. 
The oidy clever hand they have i.s Darley, who has written 
on the Dramatists under the name of John Lacy. But 
his function seems suspended. 

I have been harassed more than usually at office, 
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wliich lias stopt my r,orres]K)ml<Mic.c lati'ly. I write witli 
H cotifuaed aching head, aud you must accept this apology 
for a letter. 

I will do something soon, if I can, as a peace-offering 
to the queen of the East Anglos—something she shan’t 
scold about. For the ]>reseiit farewell 

Thine, 0. L. 

I am fifty years old this day. Drink my health. 

To THOMAS MAHEING. 

Lkttvm CCXCV.] [Early in 1.^25.] 

]\Ty dear M. You miglit have come iuopportunely a 
w(‘ek since, wiieii we had an inmate. At preseut and 
for ;is long as cecr you like, our castle is at youi- service. 
I saw T[uthiU] yesternight, who has done for me 
what may 

“To all my niOits uiid days to couio, 

Give Solely sovran sway ami inastenlom.” 

Eut I dare not hope, for fear of disappointment. I can¬ 
not be more explicit at present. But 1 have it under 
his own hand, that I am ?/ow-ca}»acitated (I cannot 
write it m-) for business. O joyous imbecility ! Nut a 
susurration of this to anybody / 

Mary’s love. 0. LAMr. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCXCVI.] 23, 182.5. 

Dear II. B. — I h.ive had no im])ulse to write, or 
attend to any single object but mysi'lf for weeks past— 
niy single self, I -by myself—I. T am sick of hope 
deferred. Tlie grand wheel is in agitatiojg that is to 
t urn up my Fortune; bat round it roll.s, and will turn up 
nothing. I have a glimpse of freedom, of becoming a 
Gentleman at large; but I am put off from day to day. 
I have offered my resignation, and it is neither accepted 
nor rejected. Eight weeks am I kept in this fearful 
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suspense. Guess what an M.l)S()ibing stake I feel it. T 
am not conscious of the existence of friends present or 
absent. The East India directors alone can be that 
thing to me or not. I have just learned that nothing 
will be decided this week. Why the next ? Why any 
week 1 It has fretted me into an itch of the fingers ; I 
rub ’em against paper, and write to you, rather than not 
allay this scorbuta. 

While I can write, let me abjure you to liave no 
doubts of Irving. Let Mr. Mitford drop his disrespect. 
Irving has prefixed a dedication (of a missionary subject, 
first part) to Oo]ori<lge, the most bejiutiful, cordial, and 
sincere. He there acknowledges his obligation to S. T. 0. 
for his knowledge of Gospel truths, the nature of a 
Christian Church, etc., to the talk of Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge (at whose Gamaliel feet he sits weekly), rather 
than to that of all the men living. This from him, the 
groat dandled and petted sectarian—to a religious character 
so equivocal in the world’s eye as that of S. T. C., so 
foreign to the Kirk’s estimate—can this man be a quack 1 
Tin; language is as affecting as the spirit of the dedication. 
Some friend t(dd him, “This dedication will do you no 
good,” i.e. not in the world’s repute, or with your own 
people. “That is a reason for doing it,” quoth Irving. 

I am thoroughly jdeased with him. He is firm, out¬ 
speaking, intre})id, and docile as a pupil of Pythagoras. 
You must like him. 

Yours, in tremors of painful hope, C. Lamb. 


To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

Leiter CCXCVII.] Colehrook CoUdyc^ April 6, 1825. 

Dear Wordsworth—I have been several times medi¬ 
tating a letter to you concerning the good thing which 
has befallen me, but the thought of poor Monkhouse 
came across me. He was one that I had exulted in the 
prospect of congratulating me. He and you were to 
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have been the first partieipators, for indeed it has been 
ten weeks since the first motion of it. Here am 1 then, 
alter tliirty-tiiree years’ slavery, sitting in iny own room 
at eleven o’clock this finest of all April mornings, a freed 
mail, with XI41 a year for the remainder of my life, live 
I as long as John llennis, who outlived his annuity and 
starved at ninety; £441, i.t. £450, with a deduction of 
£9 for a provision secured to my sister, she being sur¬ 
vivor, the pension guaranteed by Act Georgii Tertii, etc. 

1 came home rou kvek on Tuesday in last week. 
The incomprehensibleness of my condition overwlielnied 
me. It was like passing from life into eternity. Every 
year to be as long as three, i.e. to have three times as 
much real time (time that is my own) in it! I wuuidenal 
about thinking 1 was happy, but feeling T was not. Eut 
that tuinultuousness is passing off, and I begin to under¬ 
stand the nature of the gift. Jlolydays, even the annual 
mouth, were always uneasy joys ; their conscious fugitive- 
11088 ; the craving after making the most of them. Now', 
when all is holyday, there are no holydays. I can sit at 
home, in rain or shine, without a restless impulse for 
walkings. I am daily steadying, and shall soon find it as 
natural to me to be my own master, as it has been irksome 
to have had a master. Mary wakes every morning with 
an obscure feeling that some good has happened to us. 

Leigh Hunt and Montgomery, after their releasements, 
describe the shock of their emancipation much as I feel 
mine. But it hurt their frames. 1 eat, drink, and sleep 
as sound as ever. T lay no anxious schemes for going 
hither and thither, but take things as they occur. Yester¬ 
day I cxcursioncd twenty miles; to-day I write a few 
letters. Pleasuring was for fugitive play-days; mine are 
fugitive only in the sense that life is fugitive. Freedom 
and life co-exi.stent! 

At the foot of such a call upon you for gratulation, I 
am ashamed to advert to that melancholy event. Monk- 
house was a character I learned to love slowly, but it 
grew upon me, yearly, monthly, daily. What a chasm 

VOL. TT. K 
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lias it made in our pleasant parties ! Ilis noble friendly 
face was always coming before me, till this hurrying 
event in my life came, and for the time has absorbed all 
interest; in fact it has shaken mo a little. My old desk 
companions, with whom I have had such merry hours, 
seem to niproach me for removing my lot from among 
them. They were pleasant creatures; but to the anxieties 
of business, and a weight of possible worse ever impending, 
I was not equal. Tuthill and Gillman gave me my eerti- 
ficute.s, I laughed at the friendly lie implied in them; 
but my sister shook her head, and said it was all true. 
Indeed, this last Winter I was jaded out: Winters were 
always worse than other parts of the year, because the 
spirits are worse, and I hud no daylight. In Summer I 
had dayliglit evenings. The relief was hinted to me 
from a sujierior Power, when I, poor slave, had not a 
hope but that I must wait another seven years with 
Jacob: and lo! the Uuchel which I coveted is brought 
to me ! 

Have you read the noble dedication of Irving’s “Mis¬ 
sionary Orations” to S. T. 0.? Who shall call this man 
a quack hereafter 1 What the Kirk will think of it 
neither I nor Irving cure. When somebody snggesb'd to 
him that it would not be likely to do him good, videlicet, 
among his own people, “That is a reason for doing it,” 
was his noble answer. That Irving thinks he has profited 
mainly by S. T. 0., I have no doubt. The vei"y style of 
the Dedication shows it. 

Communicate my news to Southey, and beg his 
pardon for my being so long acknowledging his kind 
present of the “ Chureli,” whicli eirciiin8tance.s, having no 
reference to himself, prevented at the time. Assure him 
of my deep respect and friendliest feelings. 

Divide the same, or rather eaeli take the whole to 
yon—I mean you and all yours. To Miss Hutchinson I 
must write separate. 

Farewell 1 and end at last, long selfish letter. 

C. Lamb. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letteh CCXCVIII.] April 6, 1825. 

Dear B. B.—My spirits are so tumultuary with the 
novelty of my recent emancipation, that I have scarce 
steadiness of hand, much more mind, to compose a letter. 
I am free, B. B.—free as air! 

“Tho little bird tliat wings the sky 
Knows no such liberty." 

I was set free on Tuesday in last week at four o’clock. 
I came liome for ever! 

I liave been describing my feelings as well as I can to 
Wordswortli in a long letter, and don’t care to repeat. 
Take it brietly, that for a few days I was painfully 
0 })prcssed by so mighty a change, but it is becoming 
daily more natural to me. I went and sat among ’em all 
at my old thirty-three years’ desk yester morning; and, 
deuce take me, if I had not yearnings at leaving all rny 
old pen-and-ink fellows, merry, sociable lads, at leaving 
them in the lurch, fag, fag, fig 1—The comparison of my 
own suiicrior felicity gave me anything but pleasure. 

B. B., I would not serve another seven years for seven 
hundred thousand pounds! I have got £441 net for 
life, sanctioned by Act of Parliament, with a provision 
for Mary if she survives me. I will live another fifty 
years; or, if I live but ten, they will be thirty, reckoning 
the quantity of real time in them, i.e. the time that is 
a man’s own. Tell me how you like “ Barbara S.” Will 
it be received in atonement for the foolish “ Vision”?—I 
mean by the lady. A-propos, I never saw Mrs Crawford 
in my life ; nevertheless ’tis all true of somebody. 

Address me, in future, Colebrook Cottage, Islington. 
I am really nervous (but that will wear off), so take 
this brief announcement. 

Yours truly, 


C. L. 
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To Miss li UTC^LN.SON. 

LK/rxER CCXCIX.] Ainil 18, 1825. 

JJcar Miss Hutchinson—You want to know all about 
my gaol delivery. Take it then. About twelve weeks 
since 1 had a sort of intimation that a resignation might 
be well a(!(;epted from me. This was a kind bird’s 
whisper. On that hint I spake. Gillman and Tuthill 
furnislied me with certificates of wasted health and sore 
spirits—not much more than tlie truth, I promise you— 
and for nine weeks I was kept in a fright. I had gone 
too far to recede, and they might take advantage, and 
dismiss me with a much less sum than 1 had reckoned 
1 ) 11 . However, liberty came at lad, witli a liberal pro¬ 
vision. I have given up what T could have lived on in 
the country ; but have enough to live Inu'c, by manage¬ 
ment and seril)l)ling occasionally. 1 would not go Viac^k 
to my prison for seven years longer for X10,00l) a year ; 
seven years after one is fifty, is no trille to give up. Still 
I am a young and liave served but thirty-three 

Years ; very few, 1 assure you, retire befor(^ forty, forty- 
five, or fifty years’ service. 

You will ask how 1 bear my freedom? Faith, for 
some days I was staggered ; could not comprehend the 
magnitude of my deliverance; was confused, giddy; 
knew not whether I was on my head or my heel, as they 
say. But those giddy feelings have gone away, and my 
weatlicr-glasa stands at a degree or two above 

CO^iTKNT. 

I go about quiet, and have none of that restless hunt¬ 
ing after recreation which made holydays formerly uneasy 
joys. All being holydays, I feel as if I had none, as they 
do in heaven, Yvhere ’tis all red-letter days. I have a 
kind letter from the Wordsworths, congratulatory not 
a little. It is a damp, I do assure you, amid all my 
pro8j)ect8, that 1 can receive none from a quarter upon 
which I had calculated, almost more than from any. 
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upon receiving congratulations. I had grown to like 
poor Moiikhousc more and more. I do not esteem a soul 
living or not living more warmly than I had grown to 
esteem and value him. But word.s are vain. We have 
none of us to count upon many years. That is tlie only 
cure for sad thouglits. If only some died, and the rest 
were pormarumt on earth, what a thing a friend’s death 
would bo then ! 

I must take leave, having put off answering a load of 
letters to this morning; and thi.s, alas! is the first. 
Our kinde.st remembrances to Mrs. Monkhouse, 

And believe us yours most truly, 0. Lamb. 

To WILLIAM W0KD8W0RTH. 

Lettkr CCC. ] [Middle of May 1825.] 

Dear W. — I write post-lniste to ensure a frank. 
Thanks for your hearty congratulations. 1 may now date 
from the sixth week of my “ Hegira, or Flight from 
Leadenhall.” I have lived so ttmch in it, that a Summer 
seems already past; and ’tis but early May yet with you 
and other people. How 1 look down on the slaves and 
drudges of the world ! Its inhabitants are a vast cotton- 
web of spin-spin-spiuners ! 0 the carkirig cares ! 0 the 

money-grubbers ! Sempiternal muckworms ! 

Your Virgil I have lost sight of, but suspect it is in 
the hands of Sir G. Beaumont; I think that circumstances 
made me shy of procuring it before. Will you write to 
him about it ?—and your commands shall be obeyed to a 
tittle. 

Coleridge has just finished his prize Essay by which, 
if it get the prize, he’ll touch an additional .£100 I fancy. 
His book, too (“ Commentary on Bisliop Leighton ”), is 
quite finished, and •pmes Taylor and Hessey. 

In the London Marjazine^ which is just out (Ist of 
May), are two papers entitled the “ Superannuated 
Man,” which I wish you to see; and also, 1st of April, 
a little thing emailed “ Barbara S-a story gleaned 
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from Miss Kelly. Tiie London Magazine.^ if you can 
get it, will Kave my enlargement upon the topic of my 
manumission. 

I must scribble to make up my hiatus crumencej for 
there are so many ways, pious and protligiite, of getting 
rid of money in this vast city and suburbs, that I shall 
miss my THIRDS. 'Bwi couragio I despair not. Your 
kind hint of the cottage was well thrown out; an anchor¬ 
age for age and school of economy, when necessity comes ; 
but without this latter, T have an uncoinjiierable terror 
of changing place. It does not agree witli us. I say it 
from conviction ; else I do sometimes ruralise in fancy. 

Some d—d people are come in, and I must finish 
abruptly. By d—d, I only mean deuced. ’Tis these 
suitors of Penelope that makeB it necessary to authorise 
a little for gin and mutton, and such trilles. 

Excuse my abortive scribble. 

Yours, not in more haste than heart, 0. L. 

Love and recollects to all the Wms., Doras, Marys, 
round your Wrekin. 

Mary is capitally well. Do write to Sir G. B., for I 
am shyish of applying to him. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 


Letter CCOI.J July 2, 1826, 

My dear B. B.—My nervous attack has so unfitted 
me that I have not courage to sit down to a letter. My 
poor pittance in the London you will see is drawn from 
my sickness. Your book is very acceptable to me, because 
most of it is new to me; but your book itself we 
cannot thank you for more sincerely than for the intro¬ 
duction you favoured us with to Anno Knight. Now 
cannot I write Mrs. Anne Knight for the life of me. 

She is a very pleas-, but I won’t write all we have 

said of her so often to ourselves, because I suspect you 
would read it to her. Only give my sister’s and my 



TO COLERIDGE. 


135 


kindest remembrances to her, and how glad we are we 
can say that word. If ever she come to Southwark again, 
I count upon another |)leasant Bridge walk with her. Tell 
her, I got home, time for a rubber ; but poor Tryphena 
will not understand that phrase of the worldling. 

I am hardly able to appreciate your volume now : 
but I liked the dedication much, and the apology for your 
bald burying grounds. To Shelley ; but that is not new. 
To the young Vesper-singer, Great Bealings, Playford, 
and what not. 

If there be a cavil, it is that the topics of religious 
consolation, however beautiful, arc repeated till a sort 
of triteness attends them. It seems as if you were for 
ever losing friends’ children by death, and reminding 
their parents of the Resurrection. Do children die so 
often, and so good, in your parts? The topic taken from 
the consideration that they are snatched away from 
possible vanities, seems hardly sound ; for to an Omniscient 
eye their conditional failings must be one with their 
actual; but I am too unwell for theology. 

Such as I am, 

I am yours and A[nne] K[night’8] truly, 

0. Lamb. 


To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 
Letter CCCII.] hlingtony July 2, 1825. 

Dear C.—We are going oflf to Enfield, to Allsop’s, 
for a day or two, with some intention of succeeding 
them in their lodging for a time, for this damned 
nervous fever (vide London Magazine for July) indisposes 
me for seeing any friends, and never any poor devil was 
so befriended as I am. Do you know any poor solitary 
human that wants that cordial to life, a true friend ? 
I can spare him twenty; he shall have ’em good cheap. 
I have gallipots of ’em—genuine balm of cares—a going, 
a going, a going! Little plagues plague me a thousand 
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times more than evur. 1 am like a disembodied soul iu 
this, my eternity. I feel everything entirely, all in 
all, and all in, ete. This price I )>ay for liberty, but 
am richly content to pay it. Tlic Odea are four-fifths 
done by Hood, a silentiah young man you met at 
Islington one day, an invalid. The rest are Reynolds’s, 
whoso sister II. has recently married. I have not had a 
broken finger in them. 

They arc hearty, good-natured things, and I would put 
my name to ’em cheerfully, if I could as honestly. I 
(iomplimented ’em in a newspaper, with an abatement for 
those puns you laud so. Tliey are generally an excess. 
A Pun is a thing of too much consccpicnce to be thrown 
in 08 a make-weight. You shall read one of the 
“ Addresses ” over and miss the puns, and it shall be 
(|uite as good, and better, than when you discover ’em. 
A Pun is o noble thing per ne: O never lug it in as 
an ac<^cssory. A Pun is a sole object for Reflection {yi(h 
my “ Aids ” to that reccssuient from a savage state)—it 
is entire, it fdls the mind ; it is perfect as a sonnet, better. 
It limps ashamed in the train and retinue of Humour: it 
knows it should have an establishment of its own. The 
one, for instance, I made the other day,—I forget what 
it was. 

Hood will be gratified, as much as I am, by your 
mistake. I liked “Grimaldi” the best; it is true 
painting of abstract clownery, and that precious concrete 
of a clown ; and the rich succession of images, and words 
almost such, iu the first half of the “ Magnum Ignotum.” 
. . . Hoo<l has just come in ; his sick eyes sparkled into 
health when he read your approbation. They had 
meditated a copy for you, but postponed it till a neater 
second edition which is at hand. We arc walking out to 
Rnfield after our Beans and Bacon which are just smoking. 
Kindest remembrances to the G.’sever. From Islington, 
Ist Day, 3rd month of my Hegira, or Flight from 
Leadcnhall. 


C. L., Olim Clericus. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter OCCIII.) AnffiistlO, 1825, 

Wc shall be soon again at Oolebrnok, 

Dear B. B.—You must excuse iriy not writing before, 
when I tell you wc are (in a visit at Enfield, where I do 
not feel it natural to sit down to a letter. It is at all 
times an exertion. 1 would rather talk with you and 
Anne Knight quietly at Colebrook Lodge, over the niattcu 
of your last. You mistake me when you express misgiv¬ 
ings about my relishing a series of scriptural poems. I 
wrote confusedly. What I meant to say was, that one 
or two consolatory poems on deaths would have had a 
more condensed etfeet than many. Scriptural, devotional 
topics admit of infinite variety. So far from poetry tiring 
me because religious, 1 can read, and I say it seriously, 
the homely old version of the Psalms in our Prayer Books 
for an hour or two together sometimes without sense of 
weariness. 

I did not express myself clearly about what I think 
a false topic insisted on so frequently in consolatory 
addresses on the death of infants. I know something 
like it is in Scripture, but I think humanly spiiken. It 
is a natural thought, a sweet fallacy to the survivors, 
but still a fallacy. If it stands on the doctrine of this 
being a probationary state, it is liable to this dilemma. 
Omniscience, to whom possibility must be clear as act, 
must know of the child, what it wmuld hereafter turn 
out: if good, then the topic is false to say it is secured 
from falling into future wilfidness, vice, etc. If bad, I 
do not see how its exemiition from certain future overt 
acts, by being snatched away, at all tells in its favour. 
You stop the ann of a murderer, or arrest the finger of 
a pickpurse ; but is not the guilt incurjf'fl a.s mmih by 
the intent as if never so much acted ? Why children 
are hurried off, aud old reprohates of a hundred left, 
whose trial humanly we may think was cornfilete at fifty, 
is among the obscurities of Providence. Tlie very notion 
of a state of probation hiis darkness in it. The All- 
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knowor luifl no need of satisfying His eyes by seeing what 
we will do, when He knows before what we will do. 
Methinks we might be condemned before commission. 
In these things wo grope and flounder, and if we can 
pick up a little human comfort that the child taken is 
snatched from vice (no great compliment to it, by the 
by), let us take it. And as to where an untried child 
goes, whether to join the Jissembly of its elders who have 
borne the heat of the day—fire-purificd martyrs, and 
torment-sifted confessors—what know we ! We promise 
heaven, methinks, too cheaply and assign large revenues 
to miuors, incompetent to manage them. Epitaphs run 
upon this topic of consolation, till the very frequency in¬ 
duces a cheapness. Tickets for admission into Paradise 
are sculptured out at a penny a letter, two})ence a 
syllable, etc. It is all a mystery; and the more 1 try to 
express ray meaning (having none that is clear), the more 
I flounder. Finally, write what your own conscience, which 
to you is the imcrring judge, seems best, and be careless 
about tl\e whimsies of such a half-baked notionist as I 
am. AVo are here in a most pleasant country, full of 
walks, and idle to our hearts’ desire. Taylor has dropt 
the London. It was indeed a dead weight. It has got 
in the Slough of Despond. I shuffle off my part of the 
pack, and stand like Christian with light and merry 
shoulders. It had got silly, imlecorous, pert, and every¬ 
thing that is bad. Both our kind remembrances to Mrs. 
K and yourself, and strangers’-grecting to Lucy (is it 
Lucy or Ruth 1) that gathers wise sayings in a Book. 

C. Lamb. 


To ROBERT SOUTHEY. 

Letter CCCIV.] August 19, 1826. 

Dear Southey—You’ll know who this letter comes 
from by opening slap-dash upon the text, as in the good 
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old times. I never could come into the custom of 
envelopes ; ’tis a modern foppery; the Pliniun correspond¬ 
ence gives no hint of such. In singleness of sheet and 
meaning, then, I thank you for your little book. I am 
ashamed to add a codicil of thanks for your “ Book of the 
Church.” I scarce feel competent to give an opinion of 
the latter; I have not reading enoiigli of that kind to 
venture at it. I can only say the fact, that I have read 
it with attention and interest. Being, as you know, not 
quite a Churchman, I felt a jealousy at the Church taking 
to herself the whole deserts of Christianity, Catholic and 
Protestant, from Druid extirj»ation downwards. I call 
all good Christians the Church, Capillarians and all. 
But I am in too light a humour to touch these matters. 
May all our churches flourish! Two things staggered 
me in the poem (and one of them staggered both of us). 
I cannot away with a beautifid series of verses, as I pro¬ 
test they are, commencing “ Jenner.” 'Tis like a choice 
banquet opened with a pill or an electuary—physic stuff. 
T’other is, we cannot make out how Edith should be no 
more than ten years old. By’r Lady, wo had taken her to 
be some sixteen or upwards. We su})pose you have only 
chosen the round number for the metre. Or poem and 
dedication may be both older than they pretend to; but 
then some hint might have been given; for, as it stands, 
it may only serve some day to puzzle the parish reckon¬ 
ing. But without inquiring further (for ’tis ungracious 
to look into a lady’s yeare), the dedication is eminently 
pleasing and tender, and we wish Edith May Southey joy 
of it Something, too, struck us as if wo had heard of 
the death of John May. A John May’s death was a few 
years since in the papera. We think the tale one of the 
quietest, prettiest things we have seen. You have been 
temperate in the use of localities, which generally spoil 
poems laid in exotic regions. You mostly cannot stir 
out (in such things) for humming-birds and fire-flies. A 
tree is a Magnolia, etc.—Can I but like the truly Catholic 
spirit 1 “Blame aa thou mayest the Papist’s erring 
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creed”—which, and other passages, brought me back to 
the old Anthology days, and the admonitory lesson to 
“ Dear George ” on the “ Tlie Vesper Bell,” a little poem 
which retains its lirst hold upon me strangely. 

The compliment to the translatress is daintily con¬ 
ceived. Notliing is choicer in that sort of writing than 
to bring in some remote, impossible parallel,—as between 
a great empress and the inobtrusivc quiet soul who 
digged her noiseless way so perseveringly through that 
rugged Paraguay mine. How she Dobrizhoffered it aU 
out, it puzzles ray slender Latinity to conjecture. Why 
do yon seem to sanction Lander’s unfeeling allegorising 
away of honest Quixote! He may as well say Strap is 
meant to symbolise the Scottish n.ation before the Union, 
and Random since that act of dubious issue; or that 
Partridge means the Mystical Man, and Lady Bellaston 
typifies the Woman upon Many Waters. Gebir, indeed, 
may mean the state of the hop markets last month, for 
anything I know to the contrary. That all Spain over- 
llowed with romancical books (as Madge Newcastle 
e-alls them) was no reason that Cervantes should not 
smile at the matter of them ; nor even a reason that, in 
another mood, ho might not multiply them, deeply as he 
was tinctured with the essence of them. Quixote is the 
father of gentle ridicule, and at the same time the very 
depository' and treasury of chivalry and highest notions. 
Marry, w’hen somebody pemuaded Cervantes that he 
meant only fun, and put him upon wTiting that unfor¬ 
tunate Second Part with the confederacies of that 
unworthy duke and most contemptible duchess, Cer¬ 
vantes sacrificed his instinct to his understanding. 

We got your little book but hist night, being at Enfield, 
to which place we came about a month since, and are 
having quiet holydays. Mary walks her twelve miles a 
day some days, and I my twenty on others. ’Tis all 
holyday ^dth me now, you know. The change works 
admirably. 

For literary news, in my i>oor way, I have a one-act 
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farce going to be acted at the Hayiuarket; but when ? is 
the question. Tis an extravaganza, and like enough to 
i'ollow Mr. H. The London Magazine htis sliifted its 
publishers once more, and I shall shift myself out of it. 
It is fallen. My ambition is not at present higher than 
to write nonsense for the play-house.s, to eke out a some 
A'liat contracted income. Temgms erat. There was a 
time, my dear Cornwalli.s, when the Mu.se, etc. Jlut 1 
am now in Mae Fleckno’s predicament,— 

“ Pi'uiniMjd u play, aiid dwiiullcd to u tin-f. ” 

Coleridge is better (was, at least, a few weeks sinc<;) 
than he has been for years. His accomplishing his book 
at last has been a source of vigour to him. We are on a 
half visit to his friend Allsop, at a Mrs. Leishman’s, 
Enfield, but expect to be at Colebrook Cottage in a wcolv 
or so, where, or anywh(*re, I shall 1)0 always most happy 
to receive ti(ling.s from you. G. Dyer is in the lieight of 
an uxorious paradise. IIis honeymoon will not wane till 
he wax cold. Never was a more haj)py pair since Acme 
and Septimius, and longer. Farewell, witli many thanks, 
dear S. Our loves to all rouinl your Wrekin. 

Your old fiiend, C. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

LetteuCCCV.] Septemher 1825, 

Dear H. —1 came home in a week from Enfield, worse 
than I went. My sutferings have been intense, but are 
abating. I begin to know what a little sleep is. My 
sister has sunk under her anxieties about me. She is 
laid u]), deprived of reason for many weeks to come, I 
fear. She is in the same house, but we do not meet. It 
makes both worse. I can just hobble down as far jxs the 
“ Angel ” once a day; further kills me. When I can 
stretch to Copenh[agen] Street I will. If you come this 
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way any moniin^, I can only just shake you by the hand. 
This gloomy house does not admit of making my friends 
welcome. You have come olf triumphant with Bartholo¬ 
mew Fair. 

Yours (writ with diiliculty), (J. Lamr 

Mr. Tlonn, 

Budgato iiill. 


To THOMAS MANNING. 

Leiter CCCVI.] December ]Q, 1825. 

My dear M.—Wc have had sad ups and downs since 
you saw us, but we are at present m untroubled waters 
though not by them, for our old New River has taken a 
jaundice of the muds and rains, and looks as yellow as 
Miss-. 

Your red trunk (not hose^ tho’ a flame-coloured pair 
was once esteemed a luxury) is safe dei)osited at the 
Peacock, who by the by is worth your seeing. She has 
had her tail brushed up, and looks as pert as A-goose with 
a hundred eyes in J/y-thology : I don’t know what yours 
says of it. Your gown will bo at the Bell, Tottcridge, 
by the Telegrapli on Monday; time enough, I hope, to 
go out to the curate’s to an early Tea in it. We have a 
corner at double dumhee for you, whenever you are dis¬ 
posed to change your Inn. 

Believe us, yours as ever, 

Charlks and Mary Lamb. 

From Colebrook, this Saturday, the lOth of December 1826. 


To CHARLES OLLIER 

Colchrool- Cottage^ Colebroolc Row^ 
Letfer CCCVII.] Tuesday [January 1826.] 

Dear Ollier—I send you two more proverbs, which 
will be the last of this batch, unless I send you one more 
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by the post on Thursday; none will come after that 
day; so do not leave any open room in that case. Hood 
sups with me to-night. Can you come and cat grouse 1 
'Tis not often I offer at delicacies 

Yours most kindly, 0. Lamb. 


Letter CCCVIIl.] January 

Dear 0. We lamented your absence last night. The 
grouse wci c {)i(]uaut: the backs incomparable. You must 
come in to cold mutton and oysters some evening. Name 
your evening; though I have qualms at the distance. 
Do you never leave early 1 My head is very qnoerish, 
and indisposed for imndi comj>any; l)iit we will get 
Hood, that half Hogarth, to meet you. The scrap I send 
should come in after the “Rising with the Lark." 

Yours truly. 

Colburn, I take it, pays postages. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Lettkb CCCIX.] February 1, 1820. 

Dear B. B.—I got your book not more than five 
days ago, so am not so negligent as I must have appeared 
to you with a fortnight’s sin upon my shoulders. 1 tell 
you with sincerity, that I think you have completely 
succeeded in what you intended to do. What is poetry 
may be disputed. These are poetry, to me at least. 
They are concise, pithy, and moving. Uniform as they 
are, and untristorify’d, I read them through at two 
sittings, without one sensation approaching to tedium. 
I do not know that among your many kind presents 
of this nature, this is not my favourite vohime. The 
language is never lax, and there is a unity of design and 
feeling. You wrote them with love —to avoid the cox- 
comhical phraae, con aniore. I am particularly pleaaed 
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with the “ Spiritiiiil Law,” pages 34 and 35. It reminded 
me of Quarles, and “ holy Mr. Herbert,” aa Izaak Walton 
calls him; the two best, if not only, of our devotional 
poets, tljoiigl) some prefer Watts, and some Tom Moore. 
I lun far from well, or in my right s})irits, and shudder 
at pen-and-ink work. I i)oke out a monthly crudity for 
Colburn in his magazine, which 1 call “ Popular Fallacies,” 
and jiei'iodieally crush a proverb or two, setting up my 
folly against the wisdom of nations. Do you see the 
New Monthly 'h 

One word 1 must object to in your little book, and 
it recurs more than once - -/h^/c/m is no genuine com¬ 
pound ; loveless is, because love is a noun as well as 
verb; but what is a fade ? And 1 do not quite like 
whipping the Creek drama upon the back of “Genesis,” 
page 8. T do not like praise handed in by disparage¬ 
ment; as 1 objected to aside censure on Byron, etc., in 
the “Lines on Pdoomfield.” With these poor cavils 
excepted, your verses are without a Haw. 

C. Lamu. 


Letter CC('.X.] March 20, 1826. 

Dear B. B.---You may know my letters by the paper 
and the folding. For the former, I live on scraps obtaiiie«l 
in charity from an old friend, whose stationery is a 
permanent perquisite; for folding, I shall do it neatl}' 
when I learn to tie my neckclotliB. I surprise most of 
my friends by writing to them on ruled paper, as if 1 
had not got past pot-hooks and hangers. Sealing-wax, I 
have none on my establishment; wafers of the coaiscst 
bran supply its place. When my epistles come to be 
weighed with Pliny’s, however superior to the Koman 
in delicate irony, judicious reflections, etc., his gilt post 
will bribe over the judges to him. All the time I was 
at the E. 1. II. I never mended a {)en; I now cut ’em to 
the stumps, marring rather than mending the primitive 
goose-quill. I cannot bear to pay for articles I used to 
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get for nothing. When Adam laid out his first penny 
upon nonpareils at some stall in Mesopotanios, I think 
it went hard with him, reflecting upon his old goodly 
orchard, where he had so many for nothing. When I 
write to a great man at the Court end, he opens with 
surprise upon a naked note, such as Whitechapel people 
interchange, with no sweet degrees of envelope. I never 
enclosed one bit of paper in another, nor understood the 
rationale of it. Once only I sealed with borrowed wax, 
to set Walter Scott a wondering, signed with the imperial 
quartered arms of England, which my friend Field gives 
in compliment to his descent, in the female line, from 
Oliver Cromwell. It must have set his antic^uarian 
curiosity upon watering. To your questions upon the 
currency, I refer you to Mr. Robinson’s last speech, 
where, if you can find a solution, I can not. I think this, 
though, the best ministry we ever stumbled upon ;—gin 
reduced four shillings in the gallon, wine two shillings 
in the quart! This comes home to men’s minds and 
bosoms. My tirade against visitors was not meant 

'particularly at you or A. K-. I scarce know what 

I meant, for I do not just now feel the grievance. I 
wanted to make an article. So in another thing I 
talked of somebody^s in^pid wifcy without a corre¬ 
spondent object in my head: and a good ladj^ a friend’s 
^wife, whom I really love (don’t startle, I menu in a licit 
way), has looked shyly on me ever since. The blunders 
of personal application are ludicrous. I send out a 
character every now and then, on purpose to exercise the 
ingenuity of my friends. “ Popular Fallacies ” will go 
on ; that word “ concluded ” is an erratum, I suppose, for 
“continued.” I do not know how it got stufied in there. 
A little thing without name 'will also be printed on the 
Religion of the Actors, but it is out of your way, so I 
recommend you, -with true author’s hypocrisy, to skip it. 
We are about to sit down to roast beef, at which -we 
could "wish A. K., B. B., and B. B.’s pleasant daughter 
to be humble partakers. So much for my hint at 

VOL. II. L 
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visitors, which wiis scarcely calculated for droppers-in 
from Woodbridge; the sky docs not drop such larks 
every day. My very kindest wishes to you all thrc.e, 
with my sister’s best love. C. Lamb. 


To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

Letter CCCXl.j March 1826. 

Dear Coleridge—We will with great pleasure be with 
you on Thursday in the next week early. May we 
venture to bring Emma with usi Your fimling out my 
stylo in your nephew’s pleasant book is surprising to me 
I want eyes to descry it. You are a little too hard upon 
his morality, though I confess ho has more of Sterne 
about him than of Sternhold. But he saddens into 
excellent sense before the conclusion. Your query shall 
be submitted to Mias Kelly, though it is obvious that the 
pantomime, when done, will bo more easy to decide upon 
than in proposal. I say, do it by all means. I have 
Decker’s ])lay by me, if you can filch anything out of it. 
Miss Gray, with licr kitten eyes, is an actress, though 
she shows it not at all; and pupil to the former, whose 
gestures she mimics in comedy to the disparagement of 
her own natural manner, which is agreeable. It is funny 
to see her bridling up her neck, which is native to F. K. ; 
but there is no .setting the manne.i*s of others upon one’s 
shoulders any more than their head. I am glad you 
esteem Manning, though you see but his husk or shrine. 
He discloses not, save to select wor.-^hippers, and will 
leave the world without any one hardly but me knowing 
how stupendous a creature he is. I am perfecting my¬ 
self in the “ Ode to Eton College ” against Thursday, 
that I may not appear unclassic.. I have just discovered 
that it is much better than the “ Elegy.” 

In haste, C. L. 

P,S .—I do not know what to say to your latest theory 
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about Nero being the Messiah, though by all accounts he 
was a ’jiointetl one. 


To TIIK Rkv. T1. V. CARY. 

Letter CCCXII.] Aprils, 

Dear Sir - It is whispered me that you will not l)e 
unwilling to look into our doleful hermitage. Without 
more jn’efiice, you will gladden our cell b}’^ acconipanying 
our old cliiuns of the London, Darley and A[llan] 
C[uiiniugham|, to Enfield on AVcdnesday. You shall 
have liermit’s fare, with talk as serapliical as the novelty 
of tlie div'ine life will j)ermit, with an innocent retrospect 
to tlic world w’hicli wo have left, when I will thank you 
fur your hospitable offer at Chiswick, and with plain 
hermit reasons evince the necessity of abiding here. 

Without hearing from you, then, you shall give us 
leave to expect you. I have long had it on my conscience 
to invite you, but spirits have been low; and I am 
indebted to chance for this awkward but most sincere 
invitation. 

Yoiu's, wdth best loves to Mrs. Cary, C. Lamb. 

D. knows all about the coaches. Oli for a Museum 
in tlie wilderness ! 


To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Le'iter CCCXIII.] May 1820 . 

Dear N.—XTou will not exj»ect us to-morrow, I am 
sure, while these dainiiM North-Easters continue. We 
must wait the Zephyrs' pleasure. Ey the bye, T was at 
Highgate on Wednesday, the only one of the party. 
Yours truly, C. Lamb. 

Summer, as my friend Coleridge waggishly writes, has 
set in wdth its usual severity. 

Kind remembees. to Mrs. Novello, etc. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCGXIV.] May 16, 1826. 

I)('ar B. B.—I have had no Ki)irit8 lately to begin a 
letter to you, though I arn under obligatioiiH to you (how 
many!) for your neat little jkkuq. 'Tis just what it 
professes to be, a simple tribute, in chaste verse, serious 
and sincere. 

I do not know how friends will relish it, but we out- 
lyera, honorary friends, like it very well. I have had 
my head and cars stuffed up with the East winds: a 
continual ringing in iny brain of bells jangled, or the 
spheres touched by some raw angel. Is it not George 
the Third trying the Iluudredth Psalm 1 I get my music 
for nothing. But the weather seems to be softening, and 
will thaw my stunnings. Coleridge, writing to me a 
week or two since, begins his note—“ Summer has set in 
with its usual severity.” A cold Summer is all I know 
of disagreeable in cold. I do not mind the utmost 
rigour of real Winter, but these smiling hypocrites of 
Mays wither me to death. My head has been a ringing 
chaos, like the day the winds were made, before they 
submitted to the di.scipline of a weathercock, before the 
quarters were made. In the street, with the blended 
noises of life about me, I hear, and my head is lightened, 
but in a room the hubbub comes back, and I am deaf as 
a sinner. Did I tell you of a pleasant sketch Ilood has 
done, which he calls—“ Very deaf indeed^'^ It is of 
a good-natured stupid-looking old gentleman, w'hom a 
footpad has stopped, but for his extreme deafness cannot 
make him understand what he wants. The unconscious 
old gentleman is extending his ear-trumpet very com¬ 
placently, and the fellow is firing a pistol into it to make 
him hear, but the ball will pierce his skull sooner than 
the report will reach his sensorium. I choose a very 
little bit of paper, for my ear hisses when I bend down 
to write. T can hardly reatl a book, for I miss that small 
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soft voice which the idea of articulated words raises 
(almost imperceptibly to you) in a .silent reader. I seem 
too deaf to see what I read. Hut with a touch or two 
of returninci: zephyr my head will melt. What lies you 
poets tell about the May 1 It is the most ungeiiial part 
of the year. Cold crocu.ses, cold primroses, you take 
your blossom.s in ice—a painted sun. 

“ Unnicjining joy .-rnmnd upprars, 

And Natme smiles as if she sueei-s.” 

It is ill with me wlicn I begin to look which way the 
wind sots. Ten years ago, I literally did not know the 
point from the broad end of the vane, whicli it wnis that 
indicated the quarter. I hope these ill winds have blown 
over you as they do through nu'.. 

Kindest remembranccB to y ou and yoius. 0. L. 


To SAMUEL TAYLCJl COLERIDCE. 

Letter CCCXV.] Jtine 1, 1826. 

Dear Colcridge^—If T know myself, nobody more 
detests the display of pemonal vanity, which is implied 
in the act of sitting for one’s picture, than myself. But 
the fact is, that the likeness which accompanies this 
letter was stolen from my person at one of my unguarded 
^moments by some too partial artist, and my friends are 
pleased to think that he has not much flattered me. 
Whatever its merits may be, you, who have so great an 
interest in the original, will have a sati.sfaction in tracing 
the features of one that has so long esteemed you. There 
are times when in a friend’s absence these graphic repre¬ 
sentations of him almost seem to bring back the man 
himself. The painter, whoever ho was, seems to have 
taken me in one of those disengaged moments, if I may 
so term them, when the native character is so much more 
honestly displayed than can be possible in the restraints 
of an enforced sitting attitude. Perhaps it rather do- 
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BcribcH me as a thinking man, than a man in the act of 
thought. Whatever its pretensions, I know it will be 
dear to you, towards whom I sliould wish my thoughts 
to flow in a sort of an undress rather than in the more 
studied graces of diction. 

I am, deiir Coleridge, yours sincerely, 0. Lamb. 


To J. P>. DTRDIN. 


Letter CCCXVL] Friday^ some day in Jum , 1826. 

Dear D.—My fimt impulse u})on opening your letter 
was pleasure at seeing your old neat hand, nine parts 
gentlemanly with a modest dash of the clerical: my second, 
a Thought, natural enough this hot weather—am I to 
answer all tins'? Why ’tis as long as those to the 
Ephesians and Galatians put together, I have counted 
the words for curiosity. ... I never knew an enemy to 
puns who was not an ill-natured man. Your fair critic in 
the coach reminds me of a Scotchman who assured me 
he did not see much in Shakspeare. I replied, I dare 
say not. He felt the equivoke, looked awkward and 
reddish, but soon returned to the attack by saying that* 
he thought Burns was as good as Shakspeare. I said 
that I had no doubt he was—to a Scotchman. We ex¬ 
changed no more words that day. Your account of the 
fierce faces in the Hangings, with the presumed interlocu¬ 
tion of the Eagle and the Tiger, amused us greatly. You 
cannot be so very bad while you can pick mirth off 
from rotten walls. But let me hear you have escaped 
out of your oven. . . . Your business, I take it, is bath¬ 
ing, not baking. 

Let me hear that you have clambered up to Lover’s 
Seat: it is as fine in that neighbourhood as Juan 
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Fernandez—as lonely, too, when the Fishing-boats are 
not out; I have sat for hours, staring upon a shiplcss 
sea. The salt sea is never so grand as when it is left to 
itself. One cock-boat spoils it—a sea-mew or two im¬ 
proves it. And go to the little church which is a very 
Protestant Loretto, and seems dropt by some angel for 
the use of a hermit who was at once parishioner and a 
whole parish. It is not too big. Go in the night; 
bring it away in your portmanteau, and I will plant it 
in my garden. It must have been erected in the very 
infancy of British Christianity, for the two or three first 
converts; yet with it all the appertances of a church of 
the first magnitude—its pulpit, its pews, its baptismal 
font; a cathedral in a nut-shell. Seven people would 
crowd it like a Caledonian Chapel. The minister that 
divides the Word there must give lumping pennyworths. 
It is built to the text of “ two or three assembled in my 
name.” It reminds me of the grain of mustard seed. If 
the glebe-land is proportionate it may yield two potatoes. 
Tithes out of it could be no more split than a hair. 
Its First fruits must be its Last, for Twould never pro¬ 
duce a couple. It is truly the strait and narrow way, 
and few there be (of London visitants) that find it. The 
still small voice is surely to be found there, if anywhere. 
A sounding-board is merely there for ceremony. It is 
secure from earthquakes, not more from sanctity than 
size, for ’twould feel a mountain thrown upon it no more 
than a taper-worm would. Go and see, hut not without your 
spectacles. By the way, there’s a capital farm-house two- 
thirds of the way to the Lover’s Scat, with incomparable 
plum cake, ginger-beer, etc. Mary bids me warn you not 
to read the Anatomy of Melancholy in your present low 
way. You’ll fancy yourself a pipkin or a headless bear, 
as Burton speaks of. You’ll be lost in a maze of remedies 
for a labyrinth of disejisements—a plethora of cures. 
Read Fletcher; above all the Spanish Curate, the Thief, 
or Little Night Walker, the Wit Without Money, and the 
Lover^s Pilgrimage. Laugh and come home fat. Neither 
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do we think Sir T. Browne quite the thing for you just 
at present. Fletcher is as light as soda-water. Browne 
and Burton are too strong potions for an Invalid. And 
don’t thumb and dirt the books. Take care of the bind¬ 
ings. Lay a leaf of silver paper under ’em as you read 
tlieni. And don’t smoke tobacco over ’em—the leaves 
will fall in and burn or dirty their namesakes. If you 
find any dusty atoms of the Indian Weed crumbled up in 
the Beaumont and Fletcher, they are mine. But then, 
you know, so is the Folio also. A pipe and a comedy of 
Fletcher’s the last thing of a night is the best recipe for 
light dreams, and to scatter away Nightmares. Prohatum 
est. But do as you like about the former. Only, cut the 
Baker’s. You will come home else all crust; Rankings 
must chip you before you can appear in his counting-house. 
And, my dear Peter Fin Junr., do contrive to see the sea 
at least once before you return. You’ll be asked about 
it in the Old Jewry. It will appear singular not to have 
seen it. And rub up your Muse—the family Muse—and 
send us a rhyme or so. Don’t waste your wit upon that 
damned Dry Salter. I never knew but one Dry Salter who 
could relish those mellow effusions, and lie broke. Yon 
knew Tommy Hill, the wittiest of Dry Salters. Dry 
Salters I what a word for this thirsty weather! I must 
drink after it. Here’s to thee, my dear Dibdin, and to 
our having you again snug and well at Oolebrooke. But 
our nearest hopes are to hear again from you shortly. 
An epistle only a quarter as agreeable as your last would 
be a treat 

Yours most truly, 0. L^mb. 

Timothy B. Dibdin, Esm, 

No. 9, Blucher Kow, 

Priory, Hastings. 
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To LOUISA HOLCROFT. 

Lkttrti CCCXVIL] June 17, 1826. 

Dear Louisa—I think I know the House you have in 
view. It is a Capital old Manor House lately in posses¬ 
sion of Lord Cado^au. But whether it be that or another, 
we shall have in the meantime a email room and bed to 
let, pretty cheap, only Two Smiles a week, and find your 
own washing. If you are not already on the road, set 
out from the Bell, Holborn, at J past 4, and ask to be 
set down at Mr. Lamb’s on the Chase. Mary joins in 
the hope of seeing you very speedily, and in love to 
you all. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 

Mary has left oft’ writing letters, I do alb 


To J. B. DIBDIN. 

Lrttrb CCCXVIIL] July 14, 1826. 

Becaubb you boast poetic grandsire, 

And rhyming kin, both uncle and eire. 

Dost think that none but tJieir descendings 
Can tickle folks with double endings ? 

I had a Dad that would for half a bet 
Have put down thine thro’ half the alphabet 
Thou who would be Dan Prior the Second, 

For Dan Posterior must be reckoned. 
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In faith, dear Tim, your rhymes are slovenly, 

As a man may say, dough-baked and ovenly ; 
Tedious and long as two Long Acres, 

And smell most vilely of the Baker’s. 

(I have been cursing every limb o’ thee, 

Because I could not hitch in Timothy. 

Jack, Will, Tom, Dick’s a serious evil, 

But Tim, plain Tim’s the very Devil) 

Thou most incorrigible scribbler. 

Right Watering Place and Cockney Dribbler, 
What chUdy that barely understands A 
li C, would ever dream that stanza 
Would tinkle into rhyme with “Plan, Sir”? 

Go, go—you are not worth an answer. 

I had a sire, that at plain Crambo 
Had hit you o’er the head a damn’d blow. 

How now? may I die game, and you die brass, 
But I had stol’n a quip from Hudibras! 

'Twas thinking on that fine old suttler, 

That was in faith a second Butler; 

Had jis queer rhymes as he, and subtler. 

He would have put you to’t this weather 
For rattling syllables together. 

Rhymed you to death, like “ rats in Ireland,” 
Except that he was born in fligh’r Land. 

His chimes, not cramped like thine, and rung ill, 
Had made Job split his sides on dimghill. 

There was no limit to his merryings 
At christ’nings, weddings, nay at buryings. 

No undertaker would live near him, 

Those grave practitioners did fear liim; 

Mutes, at his merry mops, tunied “vocal,” 

And fellows, hired for silence, “spoke all” 

No body could be laid in cavity 
Long as he lived, with proper gravity. 

His mirth-fraught eye had but to glitter, 

And every mourner round must titter. 

The Parson, prating of Mount Hermon, 
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Stood still to laugh in midst of sermon. 

The fin:il sexton (smile he must for him) 

Could hardly get to “ dust to dust ” for him. 

He lost three pall-bearcrs their livelihood, 

Only with simpering at his lively mood: 

Provided that they fresh and neat came, 

All jests were fish that to his net came. 

He’d banter Apostolic castings 
As you jeer fishermen at Hastings. 

When tlie fly bit, like me, he leapt o’er all. 

And stood not much on what was Scriptural. 

V.i^. I had forgot, at Small Bohemia^ 

(Enquire the way of your maid, Euphemia) 

Are sojourning, of all good fellows 
The prince and princess, the Novellas. 

Pray seek ’em out, and give my love to ’em; 

You’ll find you’ll soon be hand and glove to ’em. 

C. L. 

* In prose, Little Bohemia, about a mile from Hast* 
ings in the Hollington Road, when you can get as far. 
This letter will introduce you, if ’tis agreeable. Take a 
donkey—’tis Novello the Composer and his wife, our very 
good friends. Dear Dib, I find relief in a word or two 
of prose. In truth ray rhymes come slow. You have 
“ routh of ’em.” It gives us pleasure to find you keep 
your good spirits. Your letter did us good. Pray Heaven 
you are got out at last. Write quickly. 

For Tim Dibdin, 

At No. 4 Meadow Cottages, 

Hastings. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Lbttkr CCCXIX.] [Enjield, July 

Dear H.—The Quotidian came in as pleasantly as it 
was looked for at breakfast time yesterday. You have 



156 


LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


repaid my poor etanzaa with interest. This last inter¬ 
lineation is one of those instances of affectation rightly 
applied. Read the sentence without it, how bald it is ! 
Your idea of “worsted in the dog-days” was capital. 

We are here so comfortable that T am confident we 
shall stay one month, from this date, most probably 
longer; so if you please, you cau cut your out-of-town 
room for that time. I have sent up my petit farce 
altered; and Harley is at the theatre now. It cannot 
come out for some weeks. When it docs, we think not 
of leaving her, but to borrow a bed of you for the night. 

I write principally to say that the 4th of August is 
coming,—Dogget’s Coat and Radge Day on the water. 
You will find a good deal about him in Cibber's Apology^ 
octavo, facing the window; and something haply in a 
thin blackish quarto among the plays, facing the fireside. 

You have done with mad dogs; else there is a print 
of Rowlandson’s, or somebody’s, of people in pursuit of 
one in a village, which might have come in: also 
Goldsmith’s versos. 

Mary’s kind remembrance. C. Lamb. 

Mr. Hone, 

Colebrook Cottage, 

Islington, 


To J. B. DIBDIN. 


LbtteeOCCXX.] Saturday^ September 9, 1826. 

An answer is requested. 

Dear D.—I have observed that a Letter is never more 
acceptable than when received upon a rainy day, especially 
a rainy Sunday; which moves me to send you somewhat, 
however short. This will find you sitting after Breakfast, 
which you will have prolonged as far as you can with 
consistency to the poor handmaid that has the reversion 
of the Tea Leaves; making two nibbles of your last morsel 
of stale roll (you cannot have hot new ones on the Sabbath), 
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and reluctantly coming to an end, because when that is 
done, what can you do till dinner? You cannot go to 
the Beach, for the rain is drowning the sea, turning rank 
Thetis frosli, taking the brine out of Neptune’s pickles, 
while mermaids sit upon rocks with umbrellas, their ivory 
combs sheathed for spoiling in the wet of waters foreign 
to them. You cannot go to the Library, for it’s shut. 
You are not religious enough to go to Church. 0 it is 
worth while to cultivate piety to the gods, to have 
something to fill the heart u]) on a wet Sunday. You 
cannot cast accounts, for your Ledger is being eaten up 
with moths in the Ancient Jewry. You cannot play at 
Draughts, for there is none to play with you, and besides 
there is not a draught-board in the house. You cannot 
go to market, for it closed last night. You cannot look 
into the shops, their backs are shut upon you. You 
cannot while away an hour with a friend, for you have 
no friend roimd that Wrekin. You cannot divert your¬ 
self with a stray acquaintance, for you have picked none 
up. You cannot bear the chiming of Bells, for they 
invite you to a banquet where you are no visitant. You 
cannot cheer yourself with the prospect of to-morrow’s 
letter, for none come on Mondays. You cannot count 
those endless vials on the mantelpiece with any hope of 
making a variation in their numbers. You have counted 
your spiders: your Bastile is exhausted. You sit and 
deliberately curse your hard exile from all familiar sights 
and sounds. Old Ranking poking in his head unex¬ 
pectedly would just now bo as good to you as Grimaldi. 
Anything to deliver you from this intolerable weight of 
ennui. You are too ill to shake it off: not ill enough to 
submit to it, and to lie down as a Lamb under it. The 
Tyranny of sickness is nothing to the cruelty of Con- 
vdescence: ’tis to have Thirty Tyrants for one. That 
pattering rain drops on your brain. You’ll be worse 
after dinner, for you must dine at one to-day that Betty 
may go to afternoon service. She insists upon having 
her chopped hay. And then when she goes out, who 
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wcu something to you, something to speak to—wimt an 
interminable afternoon you’ll have to go thro’. You can’t 
break yourself from your locality: you cannot say, 
“ to-morrow morning I set off for Banstcad,” for you are 
booked for Wednesday. Foreseeing this, I tliought a 
cheerful letter would come in opportunely. If any of the 
little topics for mirth I have tliought upon should serve 
you in this utter extinguishment of sunshine, to make 
you a little merry, I shall have had my ends. I love to 
make things comfortable. . . . That which is scratched 
out was the moat material thing I had to say, but on 
maturer thoughts I defer it. 

P.S ,—We are just sitting down to dinner with a 
pleasant party—Coleridge, Reynolds the dramatist, and 
Sam Bloxam : to-morrow (that is, to-day)^ Liston and 
Wyat of the Wells, dine with us. May this find you as 
jolly and freakish as we mean to be. U Lamb. 

Addressed— 

T. Dibdin, Es(|., 

4 Meadow Cottages, 

Hastings. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCXXI.] September 26, 1826. 

Dear B. B.—I don’t know why I have delayed so 
long writing. Twas a fault. The under-current of 
excuse to my mind was that I had heard of the vessel in 
which Mitford’s jars were to come; that it had been 
obliged to put iuto Batavia to refit (which accounts for 
its delay); but was daily expected. Days are past, and 
it comes not, and the mermaids may be drinking their 
tea out of his china for aught I know; but let’s hope 
not. In the meantime I have paid £28, etc., for the 
freight and prime cost, which I a little expected he 
would have settled in London. But do not mention it. 
T was enabled to do it by a receipt of £30 from Colburn, 
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with whom, however, 1 have done. I should else have 
mn short; for I only just make ends meet. We will 
wait the arrival of the trinkets, and to ascertain their 
full expense, and then bring in the bill. Don’t mention 
it, for I daresay ’twas mere thoughtlessness. I am sony 
you and yoims have any plagues about dross matters. I 
have been sadly puzzled at the defalcation of more than 
one-third of my income, out of which when entire I saved 
nothing. But cropping off wine, old books, etc. etc., in 
short, all that can be called pocket-money, I hope to be 
able to go on at the cottage. Remember, I beg of you 
not to say anything to Mitford, for if he be honest it will 
vex him : if not, which I as little expect as that you 
should be, I have a hank still upon the Jars. 

Colburn had something of mine in last month, which 
he has had in hand these seven months, and had lost, or 
couldn’t find room for: I was used to different treatment 
in the London^ and have forsworn periodicals. I am 
going thro’ a coimse of reading at the IMuseum: the 
Garrick plays, out of part of which I formed my speci¬ 
mens. I have two thousand to go thro’; and in a few 
weeks have despatched the tythe of ’em. It is a sort of 
oflSce to me; hoius, ten to four, the same. It does me 
good. Man must have regular occupation, that has been 
used to it. 

So A. K. keeps a school; she teaches nothing wrong, 
I’ll answer for’t. I have a Dutch print of a school¬ 
mistress ; little old-fashioned Fleminglings, with only one 
face among them. She a princess of a schoolmistress, 
wielding a rod for form more than use; the scene, an old 
monastic chapel, with a Madonna over her head, looking 
just as serious, as thoughtful, as pure, as gentle as her¬ 
self. ’Tis a type of thy friend. 

Will you pardon my neglect ^ Mind, again I say, ‘ 
don’t show this to M. ; let me wait a little longer to 
know the event of his luxuries. I am sure he is a good 
fellow, tho’ I made a serious Yorkshire lad stare when I 
said he was a clergyman. He is a pleasant layman 
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spoiled. Heaven send him his jars uncrack’d, and me 
my- 

Yours, with kindest wishes to your daughter and 
friend, in which Mary joins, 0. L. 

Letter CCCXXII.] [End of 1826.] 

Dear B. B. (the Bmy Bee^ as Hood after Dr. Watts 
apostrophises thee, and well dost thou deserve it for thy 
labours in the Muses’ gardens, wandering over parterres 
of Think-on-mes and Forget-me-nots, to a total impossi¬ 
bility of forgetting thee), thy letter was acceptable, thy 
scruples may be dismissed, thou art rectus in curid, not 
a word more to be said, verbum sapienti^ and so forth, 
the matter is decided with a white stone, classically, mark 
me, and the ai)paritions vanish’d which haunted me, only 
the cramp, Caliban’s distemper, clawing me in the calvish 
part of my nature, makes me ever and anon roar bullishly, 
squeak cowardishly, and limp cripple-ishly. Do I write 
quakerly and simply, ’tis my most Master Mathews’s like 
intention to do it. See Ben Jonson.—I think you told 
me your acquaintance with the Drama was confin’d to 
Shal^peare and Miss BailUe: some read only Milton and 
Oroly. The gap is as from an ananas to a turnip. I 
have fighting in luy head the plots, characters, situations, 
and sentiments of 400 old plays (bran new to me) which 
I have been digesting at the Museum, and my appetite 
sharpens to twice as many more, which I mean to course 
over this Winter. I can scarce avoid dialogue fashion in 
this letter. I soliloquise my meditations, and habitually 
speak dramatic blank verse without moaning it. Do you 
see Mitford 1 He will tell you something of my labours. 
Tell him I am sony to have missed seeing him, to have 
talked over those old Treasures. I am still more sorry 
for his missing Pots. But I shall be sure of the earliest 
intelligence of the Lost Tribes. His Sacred Specimens 
are a thankful addition to my shelves. Marry, I could 
wish he had been more careful of corrigenda. I have 
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discover’d certain which have slipt his errata. I put ’em 
in the next page, as perhaps thou canst transmit them 
to him ; for what pui-pose but to grieve him (which yet 
I should be sorry to do), but then it shows my learning, 
and the excuse is complimentary, as it implies theii- 
correction in a future edition. His own things in the 
book arc magnificent, and as an old Christ’s Hospitaller 
I was particularly refresh’d with his eulogy on our 
Edward. Many of the choice excerpta were new to me. 
Old Christmas is a-coming, to the confusion of Puritans, 
Muggletoniaiis, Anabaptists, Quakers, and that unwas¬ 
sailing crew. He comcth not with his wonted gait; he 
is shrunk nine inches in his girth, but is yet a lusty 
fellow. Hood’s book is mighty clever, and went olf 600 
copies the first day. Sion’s Songs do not disperse so 
quickly. The next leaf is for Rev. J. M. In this adieu, 
thine briefly, in a tall friendship, C. Lamb. 


To Mr. H. C. ROBINSON. 

Colebrooke Bow, Islington, 

Letter CCCXXIII.] Saturday, January 20, 1827. 

Dear Robinson—I called upon you this morning, and 
found that you were gone to visit a dying friend. I had 
been upon a like errand. Poor Norris has been lying 
dying for now almost a week, such is the penalty we pay 
for having enjoyed a strong constitution. Whether he 
knew me or not, I know not; or whether he saw me 
through his poor glazed eyes; but the group I saw about 
him I shall not forget. Upon the bed, or about it, were 
assembled his wife and two daughters, and poor deaf 
Richard, his son, looking doubly stupified. There they 
were, and seemed to have been sitting all the week. I 
could only reach out a hand to Mrs. Norris. Speaking 
was impossible in that mute chamber. By this time I 
hope it is all over with him. In him I have a loss the 
world cannot make up. He was my friend and ray 
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father^s friend all the life I can remember. I seem to 
have made foolish friendships ever since. Those arc 
friendships which outlive a second generation. Old as I 
am waxing, in his eyes I Wiis still the child he first knew 
me. To the last he called me Charley. I have none to 
call me Charley now. He was the last link that bound 
me to the Temple. You are but of yesterday. In him 
seem to have died the old plainness of manners and 
singleness of heart Letters he knew nothing of, nor did 
his reading extend beyond the pages of the Gentleman's 
Magazine. Yet there was a pride of literature about 
him from being amongst books (he was librarian), and 
from some scraps of doubtful Latin whi(di he had picked 
up in his office of entering students, that gave him very 
diverting airs of pedantry. Can I forget the erudite 
look with which, when he had been in vain trying to 
make out a black-letter text of Chaucer in the Temple 
Library, he laid it down and told me that—“ in those 
old books, Charley, there is sometimes a deal of very 
indifferent spelling;” and seemed to console himself in 
the reflection ! His jokes, for he had his jokes, are now 
ended; but they were old trusty perennials, staples that 
pleased after de<Ms repetita, and were always as good as 
new. One song he had, which was reserved for the night 
of Christmas Day, which we always spent in the Temple. 
It was an old thing, and spoke of the flat bottoms of our 
foes, and the possibility of their coming over in darkness, 
and alluded to threats of an invasion many years blown 
over; and when he came to the part— 

" We’ll still make ’em run, and we’ll still make ’em sweat, 

In spite of the Devil and Brussels Chaetle^" 

his eyes would sparkle as with the freshness of an im¬ 
pending event And what is the Brussels Gazette now 1 
I cry while 1 enumerate these trifles. “ How shall we 
tell them in a stranger’s ear f ’ His poor good girls will 
now have to receive their afllicted mother in an unsuc¬ 
cessful hovel in an obscure vill^e in Herts, where they 
have been long struggling to make a school without 
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effect; and poor deaf Richard, and the more helpless for 
being so, is thrown on the wide world. 

My first motive in writing, and indeed in calling on 
you, was to ask if you were enough acquainted with any 
of the Benchers to lay a plain statement before them of 
the circumstances of the family. I almost fear not, for 
you are of another hall. But if you can oblige me and 
my poor friend, who is now insensible to any favours, 
pray exert yourself. You cannot say too much good of 
poor Norri.s and his poor wife. 

Yours ever, Charles Lamb. 

To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Letter CCCXXIV.] January 1827. 

My dear AUsop—I cannot forbear thanking you for 
your kind interference with Taylor, whom I do not expect 
to see in haste at Islington. 

It is hardly weather to ask a dog up here, but I need 
hardly say how happy we shall be to see you. I cannot 
be out of evenings till John PVost be routed. We came 
home from Newman St. the other night late, and I was 
crampt all night. 

Love to Mrs. Allsop. 

Yours truly, 0. L. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letter CCCXXV.] January 27, 1827. 

Dear Sir—It is not unknown to you, that about 
sixteen years since I published “Specimens of English 
Dramatic Poets who lived about the time of Shakspeare.” 
For the scarcer plays, I had recourse to the collection 
bequeathed to the British Museum by Mr. Garrick. 
But my time was but short; and my subsequent leisure 
has discovered in it a treasure rich and exhaustless beyond 
what I then imagined. In it is to be found almost every 
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production, in the siiape of a play, that haa appeared in 
print since the time of the old mysteries and moralities 
to the days of Crown and D’Urfey. Imagine the luxury 
to one like me,—who, above every other form of poetiy, 
have ever preferred the dramatic,—of sitting in the 
princely apartments, for such they are, of poor, condemned 
Montagu House,— vvhich, I predict, will not soon be 
followed by a handsomer,—and culling at will the flowers 
of some thousand dramas ! It is like having the range 
of a nobleman’s library, with the librarian to your friend. 
Nothing can exceed the courteousness and attentions of 
the gentleman who has the chief direction of the reading- 
rooms here; and you have scarce to ask for a volume 
before it is laid before you. If the occasional extracts 
which I have been tempted to bring away may find an 
appropriate place in your “ Table Book,” some of them 
are weekly at your service. By those who remember the 
‘^Specimens,” these must be considered as mere after- 
gleanings, supplementary to that work, only comprising a 
longer period. You must be content with sometimes a 
scene, sometimes a song, a speech, a passage, or a poetical 
image, as they happen to strike me. I read without 
order of time; I am a poor hand at dates ; and, for any 
biography of the dramatists, I must refer to writers who 
are more skilful in such matters. My business is with 
their poetry only. 

Your well-wisher, C. Lamb. * 

Lettee CCCXXVI.] {Fehniary 6, 1827. J 

For God’s sake be more sparing of your poetry : your 
this week’s Number has an excess of it. 

In haste, C. L. 

Mr. Hone, 

22, Belvidero Place, 
near Suffolk Street, 

Borougl). 
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liETTEii COCXXVII.] [March 20, 1827.J 

Damnable trratnm (can’t you notice it ?) in the last 
line but two of the last Extract in No. 9, Garrick 
!Hay &— 

Blushing forth golden hair and glorious red ; *’ 

A sun-bri^?ht line spoiled by Blush for Blushing. 

N.B. —The general Number was excellent. Also a 
few lines higher— 

“ Restrained Liberty attaiiiM is sweet ” 

should have a full stop. ’Tis the end of tlie old man's 
speech. These little blemishes kill such delicate things : 
prose feeds on grosser punctualities. You have now 3 
Numbers in hand ; one I sent you yesterday. Of course 
I send no more till Sunday week. 

P.S. —Omitted above—“ Dear Hone.” C. L. 

Mr. Hone, 

No. 22, Belvidero Place, 

Southwark. 


To B. R. HAYDON. 

Letter CCCXXVIIl.] March 1827. 

Dear RaflEaele Haydon—Did the maid tell you I 
came to see your picture, not on Sunday but the day 
before 1 I think the face and bearing of the Bucephalus 
tamer very noble, his flesh too effeminate or painty. 
The skin of the female’s back kneeling is much more 
camous. I had small time to pick out praise or blame, 
for two lord-like Bucks came in, upon whose strictures 
my presence seemed to impose restraint; I plebeian’d oflf 
therefore. 
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I think I have hit on a subject for you, but can’t 
swear it was never executed—I never heard of its bein^j 
—“ Chaucer beating a Franciscan Friar in Fleet Street.” 
Think of the old dresses, houses, etc. “ It seemeth that 
both these learned men (Gower and Chaucer) were of the 
Inner Temple; for not many years since Master Buckley 
did see a record in the same house where Geoflfry Chaucer 
was fined two shillings for beating a Franciscan Friar in 
Fleet Street.” 

Yours in haste (salt fish waiting), 0. Lamb. 


To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

LF/rTER CCCXXIX.] April 1827. 

Dear Sir—I conjure you, in the name of all the Sylvan 
Deities, and of the Muses, whom you honour, and they 
reciprocally love and honour you, rescue this old and 
passionate Ditii /—the very flower of an old, forgotten 
Pastoraly which, had it been in all parts equal, the 
Faithful Shepherdess of Fletcher had been but a second 
name in this sort of Writing—rescue it from the profane 
hands of every Common Composer; and in one of youj 
tranquillest moods, when you have most leisure from 
those sad thoughts which sometimes unworthily beset 
you—yet a mood in itself not unallied to the better sort 
of melancholy—laying by, for once, the lofty Organ, with 
which you shake the Temples, attune, as to the Pipe of 
Paris himself, to some milder and love-according instru¬ 
ment, this pretty Courtship between Paris and his (then- 
not-as-yet-forsaken) CEnone. Oblige me, and aU more 
knowing Judges of Music and of Poesy, by the adaptation 
of fit musical numbers, which it only wants, to be the 
rarest Love Dialogue in our Language. 

Your Implorer 0. L. 
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To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letter CCCXXX.J [May 1827.] 

Sir—A correspondent in your last number rather 
hastily asserts that there is no other authority than 
Davenport’s Tragedy for the poisoning of Matilda by 
King John. It oddly enough happens, that in the same 
number appears an extract from a play of Hey wood’s, of 
an older date, in two parts, in which play the fact of 
such poisoning, as well as her identity with Maid Marian, 
are equally established. Michael Drayton, also, hath a 
legend confirmatory (so far as poetical authority can go) 
of the violent manner of her death. But neither he nor 
Davenport confounds her with Robin’s mistress. Besides 
the named authorities, old Fuller, I think, somewhere 
relates, as matter of chronicle-history, that old Fitzwater 
(he is called Fitzwater both in Heywood and in Daven¬ 
port), being banished after his daughter’s murder,—some 
years subsequently. King John, at a tournament in 
France, being delighted with the valiant bearing of a 
combatant in the lists, and enquiring his name, was told 
it was his old servant, the banished Fitzwater, who 
desired nothing more heartily than to be reconciled to 
* his liege; and an affecting reconciliation followed. In 
the common collection, called “ Robin Hood’s Garland ” 
(I have not seen Ritson’s), no mention is made, if I 
remember, of the nobility of Marian. Is she not the 
daughter of old Squire Gamwell, of Gamwell Halil 
Sorry that I cannot gtatify the curiosity of your “ dis¬ 
embodied spirit” (who, as such is, methinks, sufficiently 
“veiled” from our notice) with more authentic testi¬ 
monies, I rest, 

Your humble Abstractor, 0. L, 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 


Letter CCCXXXI.] Enfield, and for some weeks to come, 
June 11, 1827. 


Dear B. B.—One word more of the picture verses, 
and til at for good and all; pray with a neat pen alter 
one line 


to 


“ His learning seems to lay small stress on 
“ His learning lays no mighty stress on " 


to avoid the unseemly recurrence (ungrammatical also) 
of “ seems in the next line, besides the nonsense of 
“ but ” there, as it now stands. And I request you, as 
a personal favour to me, to erase the last line of all, 
which I should never have written from myself. The 
fact is, it was a silly joke of Hood’s, who gave me the 
frame (you judged rightly it was not its own) with the 
remark that you would like it because it was b—-d b—d ; 
and I lugged it in : but I shall be quite hurt if it stands, 
because tho’ you and yours have too good sense to 
object to it, I would not have a sentence of mine seen 
that to any foolish ear might seem unrespectful to thee. 
Let it end at “ appalling ”: the joke is coarse and useless, 
and hurts the tone of the rest. Take your best “ ivory- 
handled ” and scrape it forth. 

Your specimen of what you might have written is 
hardly fair. Had it been a present to me, I should have 
taken a more sentimental tone : but of a trifle from me 
it was my cue to speak in an underish tone of commenda¬ 
tion. Prudent givers (what word for such a nothing) 
disparage their gifts; 'tis an art w’e have. So you see 
you wouldn’t have been so wrong taking a higher tone. 
But enough of nothing. By the by, I suspected M. of 
being the disparager of the frame : hence a certain line. 

For the frame, ’tis as the room is where it hangs. 
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It hung up fronting my old cobwebby folios and battered 
furniture (the fruit piece has resumed its place), and was 
much better than a spick and span one. But if your 
room be very neat and your other pictures bright with 
gilt, it should be so too. I can’t judge, not having seen, 
but my dingy study it suited. 

Martin’s “ Belshazzar ” (the picture) I have seen. 
Its architectural effect is stupendous; but the human 
figures, the squalling contorted little antics that are 
jdaying at being frightened, like children at a sham 
ghost, who half know it to be a mask, are detestable. 
Then the letters are nothing more than a transparency 
lighted up, such as a I/ord might order to be lit up on a 
sudden at a Christmas gambol, to scare the ladies. The 
type is as plain as Baskervillc’s; they should have been dim, 
full of mystery, lettera to the mind rather than the eye. 

Rembrandt has painted only Belshazzar and a courtier 
or two (taking a part of the banquet for the whole), not 
fribbled out a mob of fine folks. Then everything is so 
distinct, to the very necklaces, and that foolish little 
prophet. What one point is there of interest? The 
ideal of such a subject is, that you the spectator should 
see nothing but what at the time you would have seen,— 
the hand, and the King ,—not to be at leisure to make 
tailor-remarks on the dresses, or, Dr. Kitchener-like, to 
examine the good things at table. 

* Just such a confused piece is his “Joshua,” frittered 
into a thousand fragments, little armies here, little armies 
there—you should see only the Sun and Joshua. If I 
remember, he has not left out that luminary entirely; 
but for Joshua, I was ten minutes a finding him out. 
Still he i.s showy in all that is not the human figure 
or the preternatural interest: but the first are below a 
drawing-school girl’s attainment, and the last is a phan¬ 
tasmagoric trick,—“ Now you shall see what you shall 
see, dare is Balshazar and dare is Daniel.” 

You have my thoughts of M., and so adieu! 

C. Lamb. 
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To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letter CCCXXXIL] [Jutu 1827.] 

Dear Sir—Somebody has fairly play’d a hoax on you 
(I suspect that pleasant rogue Moxon) in sending you 
the sonnet in my name inserted in your last number. 
True it is that I must own to the verses being mine, but 
not written on the occasion there pretended; for I have 
not yet had the pleasure of seeing the lady in the part of 
Emmeline; and I have understood that the force of her 
acting in it is rather in the expression of new-born sight, 
than of the previous want of it. The lines were really 
written upon her performance in the “ Blind Boy,” and 
appeared in the “ Morning Chronicle ” some years back. 
I suppose our facetious friend thought they would serve 
again, like an old coat new-turned. 

Yours (and his, nevertheless), 0. Lamb. 


To Mr. PATMORE. 

LKrrKRCCCXXXlII.] Lmdres, JulU 19, 1827. 

Dear P.—I am so poorly. I have been to a funeral, 
where I made a pun, to the consternation of the rest of 
the mourners. And wo had wine. I can’t describe to 
you the howl which the widow set up at proper intervals.* 
Dash could, for it was not unlike what he makes. 

The letter I sent you was one directed to the care of 

E. W-, India House, for Mrs. H[azlitt]. Which Mrs. 

H-I don’t yet know; but A- has taken it to 

France on speculation. Really it is embarrassing. There 
is Mrs. present H., Mrs. late H., and Mrs. John H., and 
to which of the three Mrs. Wigginses it appertains, I 
know not I wanted to open it, but ’tis transportation. 

I am sorry you are plagued about your book. I would 
strongly recommend you to take for one story Massinger’s 
“ Old Law.” It is exquisite. I can think of no other. 
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Dash is frightful this morning. He whines and 
stands up on his hind legs. Ho misses Beoky, who is 
gone to town. I took him to Barnet the other day, 
and he couldn’t eat his vittles after it. Pray God his 
intellectuals bo not slipping. 

Mary is gone out for some soles. I suppose ’tis no 
use to ask you to come and piirtake of ’em; else there is 
a steam vchscI. 

I am doing a tragi-comedy in two acts, and have got 
on tolerably; but it will be refused, or worse. I never 
had luck with anything my name was put to. 

0, I am so poorly! I waked it at my cousin’s the 
bookbinder, who is now with God; or, if ho is not, ’tis 
no fault of mine. 

We hope the Frank wines do not disagree with Mrs. 
P-. By the way, I like her. 

Did you ever taste frogs ^ Get them if you can. They 
are like little Lilliput rabbits, only a thought nicer. 

How sick I am !—not of the world, but of the widow’s 
shrub. She’s sworn under £6000, but I think she 
perjured herself. She howls in E /a, and I comfort her 
in B flat. You understand music? 

If you lijiv’n’t got Massinger, you have nothing to do 
but go to the first Bibliothhque you can light upon at 
Boulogne, and ask for it (Gilford’s edition); and if they 
hav’n’t got it you can have “Athalie” par Monsieur 
Racine, and make the best of it. But that “ Old Law ” 
is delicious. 

“No shrimps !” (that’s in answer to Mary’s question 
about how the soles are to be done). 

I am uncertain where this wandering letter may reach 
you. What you mean by Poste Restante, God knows. Do 
you mean I must pay the postage ? So I do, to Dover. 

We had a merry passage with the widow at tte 
Commons. She was howling—part howling and part 
giving directions to the proctor—when crash ! down wont 
my sister through a crazy chair, and made the clerks 
grin, and I grinned, and the widow tittered, and then I 
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knew that slie was not inconsolable. Mary was more 
fiightened than hurt. 

She’d moke a good match for anybody (by she, I 
mean the widow). 

“ I f ho bring but a relict aw.iy, 
lie is happy, nor heart! to complain.” 

Shenstonk. 

Procter has got a wen growing out at the nape of his 
neck, which his wife wants 1dm to have cut off; but I 
think it is rather an agreeable excrescence: like his 
poetry, redundant. Hone lias hanged himself for debt. 
Godwin was taken up for picking pockets. Moxon has 
fallen in love with Emma, our nut-brown maid. Becky 
takes to bad courses. Her father was blown up in a 
steam machine. The coroner found it “ insanity.” I 
should not like him to sit on iny letter. 

Do you observe my direction. Is it Gallic—classical 1 
Do try and get some frogs. You must ask for “gronouilles " 
(green eels). They don’t understand “ frogs,” though ’tis 
a common phrase with us. 

If you go through Bulloign (Boulogne), inquire if old 
Godfrey is living, and how' he got home from the crusades. 
He must be a very old mean. 

If there is anything ucw' in politics or literature in 
France, keep it till I see you again, for I’m in no huriy. 
Chatty Briant is well I hope. 

I think I have no more news ; only give both our 

loves (all three, says Dash), to Mrs. P-, and bid her 

get quite well, as I am at jiresent, bating qualms, and 
the grief incident to losing a valuable relation. C. L. 


To Mrs. SHELLEY. 

Lkitrr CCCXXXIV.] July 26, 1827. 

Dear Mrs. Shelley—At the risk of throwing away 
some fine thoughts, I must write to say how pleased we 
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were with your very kind remembei'ing of us (who have 
unkindly run away from all our friends) before you go. 
Perhaps you are gone, and then my tropes are wasted. 
If any piece of better fortune has lighted upon you than 
you expected, but less than we wish you, we are rejoiced. 
We are here trying to like solitude, but have scarce 
enough to justify the experiment. Wo get some, how¬ 
ever. The six days are our Sabbath ; the seventh—why. 
Cockneys will come for a little fresh air, and so— 

But by your mouthy or October at furthest, we hope 
to see Islington ; I, like a giant refreshed with the leaving 
off of wine ; and Mary, pining for Mr. Moxon’s books 
and Mr. Moxon’s society. Then we shall meet. 

I am busy with a farce in two acts; the incidents 
tragi-comic. I can do the dialogue commey for: but the 
damned plot—I believe I must omit it altogether. The 
scenes come after one another like geese, not marshalling 
like cranes or a Hyde Park review. The story is as 
simple as G[eorge] D[yer], and the language plain as 
his spouse. The cluiraeters are three women to one 
man ; which is one more than laid hold on him in the 
“ Evangely.” I think that prophecy squinted towards 
my drama. 

I want some Howard Paine to sketch a skeleton of 
artfully succeeding scenes through a whole play, as the 
courses are arranged in a cookery book : I to find wit, 
passion, sentiment, character, and the like trifles : to lay 
in the dead colours,—I’d Titianesquo ’em up: to mark 
the channel in a cheek (smooth or furrowed, yours or 
mine), and where tears should course I’d draw the waters 
down : to say where a joke should come in or a pun bo 
left out: to bring my personae on and off’ like a Beau 
Nash ; and I’d Frankenstein them there; to bring three 
together on the stage at once; they are so shy with me*, 
that I can get no more than two; and there they stand 
till it is the time, without being the season, to withdraw 
them. 

I am teaching Emma Latin to qualify her for a superior 
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governesB-Bhip; which we see no prospect of her getting. 
’Tie like feeding a child with chopped hay from a spoon. 
Sisyphus his labours were as nothing to it. 

Actives and passives jostle in her nonsense, till a 
deponent enters, like Chaos, more to embroil the fray. 
Her prepositions are suppositions; her conjunctions copu¬ 
lative have no connection in them ; her concords disagree ; 
her interjections are purely English “Ah!” and “Oh I” 
with a yawn and a gape in the same tongue; and she 
herself is a lazy, blockheadly supine. As I say to her, 
ass in proisenti rarely makes a wise man in futuro. 

But I daresay it was so with you when you began 
Latin, and a good while after. 

Good-by I Mary’s lova 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To Sir JOHN STODDART. 

Letter CCCXXXV.] [August 9, 1827.] 

Dear Knight—Old Acquaintance—’Tis with a violence 
to the pure imagination {vide the “ Excursion ” passim) 
that I can bring myself to believe I am writing to Dr. 
Stoddart once again, at Malta. But the deductions of 
severe reason warrant the proceeding. I write from 
Enfield, where we are seriously weighing the advantages 
of dulness over the over-excitement of too much company, 
but have not yet come to a conclusion. What is the 
news 1 for we see no paper here; perhaps you can send 
us aii old one from Malta. Only, I heard a butcher in 
the market-place whisper something about a change of 
ministry. I don’t know who’s in or out, or care, only as 
it might affect you. For domestic doings, I have only 
to tell, with extreme regret, that poor Elisa Fenwick 
(that was) ^ Mrs. Rutherford—is dead ; and that we 
have received a most heart-broken letter from her mother 
—left with four grandchildren, orphans of a living 
scoundrel lurking about the pothouses of Little Russell 
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Street, London ; they and she—God help ’em !—at New 
York. I have just received Godwin’s third volume of 
the Republic^ which only reaches to the commencement 
of the Protectorate. I think he means to spin it out to 
lus life’s thread. Have you seen Fearn’s A nti-Toohe f 
I am no judge of such things—you are; but I think it 
very clever indeed. If I knew your bookseller, I’d order 
it for you at a venture: ’tis two octavos, Longman and 
Go. Or do you read now 1 Tell it not in the Admiralty 
Court, but my head aches liesteriuj vino. I can scai'ce 
pump up words, much less ideas, congimous to be sent so 
far. But yoiu- son must have this by to-night’s post, . . . 
Manning is gone to Rome, Naples, etc., probably to touch 
at Sicily, Malta, Guernsey, etc.; but I don’t know the 
map. Hazlitt is resident at Paris, whence he pours his 
lampoons in safety at his friends in England. Ho Icis 
his boy with him. I am teaching Emma Latin. By the 
time you can answer this, she will be qualified to instruct 
young ladies : she is a capital English reader: and S. C. 
acknowledges that a part of a passage in Milton she read 
better than he, and part he read best, her part being the 

shorter. But, seriously, if Lady St- (oblivious 

pen, that was about to write Mrs. f) could hear of such 
a young person wanted (she smatters of French, some 
Italian, music of course), we’d send our loves by her. My 
congratulations and assurances of old esteem. G. L. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCXXXVL] August 10, 1827. 

Dear B. B.—I have not been able to answer you, for 
we have had and are having (I just snatch a moment) 
our poor quiet retreat, to which we fled from society, 
full of company—some 8 ta 3 ring with us; and this 
moment, as I write, almost, a heavy importation of two 
old ladies has come in. Whither can I take wing from 
the oppression of human faces? Would I were in a 
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wilderness of apes, tossing cocoa-nuts about, grinning and 
grinned at 1 

Mitford was hoaxing yon, surely, about my engraving; 
’tis a little sixpenny thing, too like by half, in which the 
draughtsman has done his best to avoid flattery. There 
have been two editions of it, which 1 think are all gone, 
as they have vanished from the window where they 
hung—a print-shop, corner of Great and Little Queen 
Streets, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, where any London friend 
of yours may inquire for it; for I am (though you won't 
understand it) at Enfield Chase (Mrs. Leishman’s). We 
have been here near three months, and shall stay two 
more, if people will let us alone; but they persecute us 
from village to village. So, don’t direct to Islington 
again, till further notice. I am trying my hand at a 
drama, in two acts, founded on Crabbe’s “Confidant,” 
mutatis mutandis. You like the Odyssey. Did you ever 
read ray “ Adventures of Ulysses,” founded on Chapman’s 
old translation of it ? For children or men. Chapman 
is divine, and my abridgment has not quite emptied him 
of his divinity. When you come to town I’ll show it to 
you. You have well described your old-fashioned grand 
paternal hall. Is it not odd that every one’s earliest 
recollections are of some such place ! I had my Blakes- 
ware (Blakesmoor in the London). Nothing fills a child’s 
mind like a large old mansion; better if un—or partially 
—occupied; peopled with the spirits of deceased member^ 
of the county and Justices of the Quorum. Would I were 
buried in the peopled solitude of one, with my feelings 
at seven years old ! Those marble busts of the Emperors, 
they seemed as if they were to stand for ever, as they 
had stood from the living days of Rome, in that old 
marble hall, and I to partake of their permanency. 
Eternity was, while I thought not of Time. But he 
thought of me, and they are toppled down, and com 
covers the spot of the noble old dwelling and its princely 
gardens. I feel like a grasshopper that, chirping about 
the grounds, escaped his scythe only by my littleness. 
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Even now he is whetting one of his smallest razors to 
clean wipe me out, perhaps. Well! 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letter CCCXXXVII.] \^Augiist 10, 1827.] 

My dear Hone—We are both excessively grieved at 
dear Matilda’s illness, whom we have ever regarded with 
the greatest respect. Pray God, your next news, which 
we shall expect most anxiously, shall give hopes of her 
recovery. 

Mary keeps her health very well, and joins in kind 
remembrances and best wishes. 

A few more Numbers (about 7) will empty my 
Extract Book; then we will consult about the “ Speci¬ 
mens.” By then, I hope you will be able to talk about 
busiuess. How you continue your book at all, and so 
well, iu trying circumstancevS, 1 know not. But don’t 
let it stop. Would to God I could help you!—but we 
have the house full of company, which we came to avoid. 

God bless you. 0. L. 

Mr. Hone, 

22, H«lvidere Plac<*, 

Southwark. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCXXXVII I ] August 2^, 1^27. 

Dear B. B.—I am thankful to you for your ready 
compliance with my wishes. Emma is delighted with 
yom- verses, to which I have appended this notice, “ The 
sixth line refers to the child of a dear friend of the 
author’s, named Emma,” without which it must be obscime, 
and have sent it with four album poems of my own (your 
daughter’s with your heading, requesting it a place next 
VOL. II. N 
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mine), to a Mr. Fraser, who is to be (editor of a mf)re 
superb pocket-book than lia.s yet aj^peared, by far! the 
property of some wealtliy booksellers ; but whom, or what 
its name, I forgot to ask. It is acttnally to have in it 
schoolboy exercises by his presiuit Majesty and the late 
Duke of York. So Lucy will come to Court; how she 
will be stiired at! AVordsworth is named as a contributor. 
Fraser, whom I have slightly seen, is e<litor of a forthcome 
or coming Review of foreign books, and is intimately con¬ 
nected with Lockhart, etc. So I take it that this is a con¬ 
cern of Murray’s. Walter Scott also contributes mainly. 
I have stood off a long time from these annuals, which are 
ostentatious trumpery, but could not withstand the request 
of Jameson, a particular friend of mine and Coleridge. 

I shall hate myself in frippery, strutting along, and 
vying finery with ])eaux and belles, with “ future Lord 
Byrons and sweet L. E. Tj.’s.” Your taste, I sec, is less 
simple than mine, which the dilference of our persuasions 
has doubtless effected. In fu<;t, of late you have so 
Frenchified your style, larding it with Aons de comhaU^ 
and au desopoirs, that o’ my conscience the Foxiaii blood 
is quite dried out of you, and the skipping Monsieur 
spirit luis been infused Doth Lucy go to balls ? I 
must remodel my lines, which I wrote for her. I hope 
A. K. keeps to her primitives. 

If you have anything you’d like to send further, I 
daresay an honouralde place would be given to it; but 1 
have not heard from Fraser since I sent mine, nor shall 
probably again, and therefore I do not solicit it as from 
him. Yesterday I sent off my tragi-comedy to Mr. 
Kemble. Wish it luck. I made it all (’tie blank verse, 
and I think of the true old dramatic cut) or most of it in 
the green lanes about Enfield, where I am, and mean to 
remain, in spite of your peremptory doubts on that head. 
Your refusal to lend your poetical sanction to my “ Icon,” 
and your reasons to Evans, are most sensible. Maybe I 
may hit on a line or two of my own jocular ; maybe not. 
Do you never Londonise again 1 I should like to talk 
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over old poetry with you of which I have much, and you, 
T think, little. i)o your Drummonds allow no holidays 1 
1 would willingly come and work for you a three weeks 
or 80 , to let you loose. Would 1 could sell or give you 
some of my leisure ! Positively, the best thing a man 
can have to do is nothing, and next to that perhaps- 
good works. I am but poorlyish, and feel myself writing 
a dull letter; poorlyish from company; not generally, 
for T nev('r was better, nor took more walks, fourteen 
miles a day on an average, with a sporting dog. Dash. 
You would not know the plain poet, any more than he 
doth recognise James Nayler trick’d out au (haerpoy 
(how do you spell it?) Kn passant, J’aime entendre de 
man hon homme stir surveil/atwe de eroix, tna pas Vliomme 
fic/urafif. Do you understand mo ? 0. Lamb. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

liKTTKii CCCXXXIX.J Sunday^ September 2 [1827]. 

Dear Hone—l>y the verses in yesterday’s Table Book, 
sign’d *, I judge you are going on better; but I want to 
be resoldd. Allsop promised to call on you, and let me 
know, but has not. Pray attend to this; and send me 
the number before the present (pages 225 to 250), which 
•my newsman has neglect’d. Your book improves every 
week. I have written here a thing in 2 acts, and sent 
it to Cov^ Gard. 

Yours, C. IjAMb. 


To J, B. DIBDIN. 

Le'ITER CCCXL.] September 6, 1827. • 

Dear Dib.—-Emma Isola, who is with us, has opened 
an aUmm: bring some verses with you for it on Satur 
day evening. Any fun will do. I am teaching her 
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Latin; you may make something of that. Don’t be 
modest. For in it you shall appear, if I rummage out 
some of your old pleasant letters for rhymes. But an 
original is better. 

Has your Fa * any scrap ? C. L. 

We shall be most glad to sec your sister or sisters 
with you. Can’t you contrive it? Write in that case. 

* The infantile word for father. 

T. Dihdin, Eaq., 

Messrs. Railtons’, 

01(1 Jewry, London. 


Lf.tter CCCXLl.J September 13, 1827. 

Dear John —Your verses are very pleiusant, and have 
been adopted into the splendid Emmatic constellation, 
where they are not of the least magnitude. She is 
delighted with their merit and readiness. They are just 
the thing. Tlie 14th line is found. We advertised it. 
“ Hell is cooling for want of company.” We shall make 
it up, along with our kitchen fire to roast you into our new 
House where I hope you will find us in a few Sundays. We 
have actually taken it, and a compact thing it will be. 

Kemble does not return till the month’s end. « 

My heart sometimes is good, sometimes bad about it, 
as the day turns out wet or walky. 

Emma has just died, choked with a Gerund-in-dum. 
On (^ning her, we found a Participle-in-rus in the peri¬ 
cardium. The King never dies, which may be the reason 
that it always reigns here. 

We join in loves. G. L. his orthograph. 

What ar pen! 

Mr. John B. Dibdin, 

Mossrs. Rankings, 

Old Jewry. 
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Tu THOMAS HOOD. 

Letter CCCXLII.] Tuesday {^Septeviber 18, 1827]. 

Dear Hood—If T have anything in my head, I will 
send it to Mr. Watts. Strictly speaking, he should have 
had my album-verses, but a very intimate friend impor¬ 
tun’d me for the trifles, and I believe I forgot Mr. Watts, 
or lost sight at the time of his similar souvenir. Jamieson 
conveyed the farce from me to Mrs. C. Kemble; he will 
not be in town before the 27th. Give our kind loves to 
all at Highgate, and tell them that we have finally torn 
ourselves outright away from Colebrooke, where I had no 
health, and are about to domiciliate for good at Knfield, 
where I have experienced good. 

** Lord, what good hours do we keep I 
How quietly we sleep !” 

See the rest in the Complete Angler. 

We have got our books into our new house. I am a 
dray-horse, if I was not asham’d of the undigested, 
dirty lumber, as I toppled ’em out of the cart, and blest 
Becky that came with ’em for her having an unstuffd 
brain with such rubbish. We shall get in by Michael’s 
Mass. ’Twas with some pain we were evuls’d from Cole- 
• brook. You may find some of our flesh sticking to the 
door-posts. To change habitations is to die to them; 
and in my time I have died seven deaths. But I don’t 
know whether every such change does not bring with it 
a rejuvenescence. ’Tie an enterprise; and shoves back 
the sense of death’s approximating, which, tho’ not terrible 
to me, is at all times particularly distasteful. My house- 
deaths have generally been periodical, recurring after 
seven years; but this last is premature by half that 
time. Out off in the flower of Oolebrook 1 The Middle- 
tonian stream, and all its echoes, mourn. Even minnows 
dwindle. A pimns Jiunt minimi / I fear to invite Mrs. 
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flood to our now mansion, lost slie onvy it, and iiato us. 
But when vv(i are fairly in, [ hope she will come and try 
it. I heard she and you were made iin com for table by 
some uuw'orthy to-be eared for attacks, and have tric(l to 
set 11 }) a feeble eounter-acti«)n thro’ the T<i(de Book of 
laiit Saturday. Has it not reach’d you, that you are silent 
about itl Our new domicile is no manor-house; but 
new, and externally not invitin", but fimnish’d within 
with every convenience: e.a})ital new locks to every dooi-, 
capital "rates in every room; with nothing to pay for 
incoming; and the rent .£10 less than the Islington one. 
It was built, a few years since, at £1100 expense, they 
tell me- - and I perfectly believe it. And I get it for 
£35, exclusive of moderate taxes. We think ourselves 
most lucky. 

It is not our intention to abandon Regent Street, 
and West-End perambulations (monastic and terrible 
thought!), but occasionally to breathe the fresher air of 
th(i metropolis. We shall put up a bedroom or two (all 
we want) for occasional ex-rustication, where we shall 
visit—not be visited. Plays, too, we’ll sec—perhaps our 
own ; Urban! Sylvan! and Sylvan Urbanuses in turn ; 
courtiers for a sport, then philoso})hers; old, homely tell- 
truths and learn-truths in the virtuous shades of Enfield, 
liars again and mocking gibers in the coffee-houses and 
resorts of London. What can a mortal desire more foi; 
his bi-parted nature? 

0, the curds-and-creain you shall eat with us here ! 

0, the turtle-soup and lobster-salads we shall devour 
with you there ! 

0, the old books we shall penisc here ! 

O, the new nonsense we shall trifle over there! 

0, Sir T. Browne, here ! 

O, Mr. Hood and Mr. Jerdan, there I 

Thine, 

0. (URBANUS) L. (sYLVANUs)— (Elia ambo)- 

Inclos’d are verses which Emma sat down to write 
(her first) on the eve after your departure. Of course, 
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lli('y aro only for Mrs. H.’s perusal. 'I'liey will sliew, at 
least, that oin; of our party is not willing to ent old 
friends. What to call ’em 1 don’t know. Blank verse 
they arc not, because of the rhymes; rhymes they are 
not, because of the blank verse ; heroics they are not, 
because they are lyric; lyric they are not, because of the 
heroic measure. They must be call’d Emmaics. 

The Bonds, 2, Robert Street, 

Adclphi, London. 


To J. B. EIBDTN. 


Letter CCCXLIII.J September 1$., 1827. 

My dear, and now more so, Jo/in -How that name 
smacks ! What an honest, full, English, and yet withal 
holy and apostolic sound it bears, above the methodistical 
priggish Bishoppy name of Timothy, under which 1 had 
obscured your uierits! 

What I think of the paternal verses you shall read 
within, which I assure you is not pen praise but heart 
praise. 

It is the gem of the Dibdin Mu.ses. I have got all 
ruy books into my new house, and their readers in a fort¬ 
night will Ibllow, to whose joint converse nobody shall be 
•more welcome than you, and atiy of yours. 

The house is perfection to our use and comfort. 
Milton is come. I wish AVordsworth were here to meet 
him. The next importation is of pots and saucepans, 
window curtains, crockery, and such base ware. 

The pleasure of moving, when Becky moves for you. 
0 the moving Becky ! I hope you will come and warm 
the house with the first. 

From my temporary domicile, Enfield. 


Mr. John Dibdin, 

Messrs. Rankings, 
Old Jewry. 


Elia, that “ is to go.” 
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To HENRY COLBURN. 

Enfield Chase Side, 

Letter CCCXLIV.] September 25, 1827. 

Dear Sir—1 beg leave in the warmest manner to 
recommend to your notice Mr. Moxon, the bearer of this, 
if by any chance yourself should want a steady hand in 
your business, or know of any Publisher that may want 
such a one. He is at present in the house of Messrs. 
Longman and Co., where he has been established for 
more than six years, and has the conduct of one of the 
four departments of the Country Line. A difference 
respecting salaiy, which he expected to be a little raised 
on his last promotion, makes him wish to try to better 
himself. I believe him to be a yoimg man of the highest 
integrity and a thorough man of business, and should not 
have taken the liberty of recommending him, if I had 
not thought him capable of being highly useful. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your h’ble servant, 

Charles Lamb. 


To P, G. PATMORE 

Mrs. Lei8hmcm% Chase^ Enfield, • 
Letter COCXLV.] September . 

Dear P.—Excuse my anxiety, but how is Dash ? I 
should have asked if Mrs. Patmore kept her rules, and 
was improving; but Dash came uppermost The order 
of our thoughts should be the order of our writing. Goes 
he muzsled, or ape^ ore ? Are Ids intellects sound, or 
does he wander a little in his conversation ? You cannot 
be too careful to watch the first symptoms of incoherence. 
The first illogioal snarl he makes, to St Luke’s with him ! 
All the dogs here are going mad, if you believe the over¬ 
seers ; but I protest they seem to me veiy rational and 
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collected. But nothing is so deceitful as mad people, tCi 
those who are not used to them. Try him with hot 
water : if he won’t lick it up it is a sign he does not like 
It Does his tail wag horizontally, or perpendicularly 1 
That has decided the fate of many dogs in Enfield. Is 
his general deportment cheerful ? I mean when he is 
pleased—for otherwise there is no judging. You can’t 
be too careful. Has he bit any of the children yet ? If 
he has, have them shot, and keep him for curiosity, to 
see if it was the hydrophobia. They say all our army in 
India had it at one time ; but that was in IIyder-Al\y'% 
time. Do you get paunch for him ^ Take care the sheep 
was sane. You might pull out his teeth (if he would let 
you), and then you need not mind if ho were as mad as 
a Bedlamite. It would be rather fun to see his odd ways. 

It might amuse Mrs. P- and the children. They’d 

have more sense than he. He’d be like a fool kept in a 
family, to keep the household in good humour with their 
own understanding. You might teach him the mad 
dance, set to the mad howL Madge Owlet would be 
nothing to him. “ My ! how he capers ! ” [In the margin 
is written^ “ One of the children sj>eaks fAw.”] . . . What 
I scratch out is a German quotation, from Lessing, on 
the bite of rabid animals; but I remember you don’t read 

German. But Mrs. P-may, so I wish I had let it 

stand. The meaning in English is—“ Avoid to approach 
*an animal suspected of madness, as you would avoid fire 
or a precipice,” which I think is a sensible observation. 
The Germans are certainly profounder than we. If the 
slightest suspicion arises in your breast that all is not 
right with him, muzzle him and load him in a string 
(common pack-thread will do—he don’t care for twist) 
to Mr. Hood’s, his quondam master, and he’ll take him in 
at any time. You may mention your suspicion, or not, 
as you like, or as you think it may wound or not Mr. H.’s 
feelings. Hood, I know, will wink at a few follies in 
Dash, in consideration of his former sense. Besides, Hood 
is deaf, and if you hinted anything, ten to one be would 
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not hear you. IJesiiles, you will have diKehart^jefl your 
eonseienee, and laid the child at the right door, ;is 
they aay. 

We arc dawdling our time away very idly and plea¬ 
santly at a Mrs. licishman’s, Chase, Enfield, where, if 
you come a-hunting, we can give you cold meat and a 
tankard. Her husband is a tailor ; but that, you know, 
does not make her one. I knew a jailor (which rhymes), 
but his wife was a fine lady. 

Let us hear from you respecting Mrs. P-’s regimen. 

T send my love in a - to Dash. C. Lamb. 

[What follows was written on the outside of the 
letter: —] 

Seriously, I wish you would call upon Hood when you 
are that way. He’s a capital fellow. I’ve sent him two 
poems, one ordered by his wife, and written to order; 
and ’tis a week since, and I’ve not heard from him. I 
fear something is the matter. 

Our kindest remembrance to Mrs. P. 


To H. CRABB ROBINSON. 

Letter CCCXLV 1,] Owm Side, October 1, 1827. 

Dear R.—I am settled for life I hope at Enfield. P 
have taken the prettiest, compactest house I ever saw, 
near to Antony Robinson’s ! but, alas ! at the expense of 
poor Mary, who wa« taken ill of her old complaint the 
night before we got into it. So I must suspend the 
pleasure I expected in the surprise you would have had 
in coming down, and finding us householders. Farewell, 
till we can all meet comfortable. Pray apprise Martin 
Burney. Him I longed to have seen with you; but our 
liouse is too small to meet either of you without her 
knowledge. 

G(jd bless yoiL 
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To J. B. DIBDIN. 

Letter CCCXLVIL] October 1, 1827. 

My dear Dibdin—It gives me groat paiu to liavc to 
say that I cannot have the pleasure of seeing you for 
some time. We are in our house, but Maiy has been 
s(*ized with one of her periodical disorders—a temporary 
derangement—which commonly hists for two months. 
You shall have tlie first notice of her convalescence. Can 
you not send your manuscript by the coach ? directed to 
Chase Side, next to Mr. Westwood’s Insurance Office. I 
will take great care of it. 

Yoiu*s most truly, C. Lamb. 


To BARRON FIELD. 

Leti er COCXLVIIL] October 4, 1827. 

I am not in humour to return a fit reply to your 
pleasant letter. We are fairly housed at Enfield, and 
an angel shall not persuade me to wicked Loudon again. 
We have now six Sabbath-days in a week for— none/ 
The change has worked on my sister’s mind to make her 
Ml; and I must wait a tedious time before we can hope 
to enjoy this place in unison. Enjoy it, when she recovers, 
I know we shall. I see no shadow, but in her illness, 
for repenting the step ! For Mathews— I know my own 
utter unfitness for such a task. I am no hand at describ¬ 
ing costumes, a great requisite in an account of mannered 
pictures. I have not the slightest acquaintance with 
pictorial language even. An imitator of me, or rather^ 
pretender to be me, in his “ Rejected Articles,” has made 
me minutely describe the dresses of the poissardes at 
Calais !—I could as soon resolve Euclid. I have no eye 
for forms and fashions. I substitute analysis, and get 
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rid of tlio phenomenon by slurring in for it its impros* 
sion. I am sure you must have observed this defect, or 
})eculiarity, in iny writings; else the delight would l)e 
incaleuluble in doing such a thing for Mathews—whom I 
greatly like—and Mrs. Mathews, whom I almost greatlicr 
like. What a feast ’twould be to be sitting at the 
pictures painting ’em into words; but I could almost as 
soon make words into pictures. I speak this deliberately, 
and not out of modesty. I pretty well know what I 
can’t do. 

My sister’s verses are homely, but just what they 
should be ; I send them, not for the poetry, but the 
good sense and good will of them. I was beginning to 
transcribe ; b\it Emma is sadly jealous of its getting into 
more hands, and I won’t spoil it in her eyes by divulging 
it. Oome to Enfield, and read it. As my poor cousin, 
the bookbinder, now with God, told me most sentiment¬ 
ally, that having purchased a picture of fish at a dead 
man’s sale, his heart ached to see how the widow grieved 
to part with it, being her dear husband’s favourite; and 
he almost apologised for his generosity by sa3ring he could 
not help telling the widow she was “ welcome to come 
and look at it”— e.g. at his house —“as often as she 
pleased.” There was the germ of generosity in an un¬ 
educated mind. He had just reading enough from the 
backs of books for the “nec sinit esse feros”; had he 
read inside, the same impulse would have led him to 
give back the two-guinea thing—with a request to see 
it, now and then, at her house. We are parroted into 
delicacy.—Thus you have a tale for a Sonnet. 

Adieu ! with (imagine both) our loves. 0. L. 


To H. DODWELL. 

LrmtK CCCXLIX.J Odohw 7, 1827. 

Let us meet if possible when you hobble to toum, 
Enfield Chatty nearly opposite to the let chapel; or 
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better to define it, east side opposite a white House in 
which a Mrs. Vaughan (in ill health) still resides. 

My dear Dodwell—Your little pig found his way to 
Enfield this morning without his feet, or rather his little 
feet came first, and as I guessed the rest of him soon 
followed. He is quite a beauty. It was a pity to kill 
him, or rather, as Rice would say, it would have been a 
pity not to kill him in his state of innocence. He might 
have lived to bo cornipted by the ways of the world, and 
for all his delicate promise have turned out, like an old 
Tea Broker you and I remember, a lump of fat rusty 
Bacon. Bacon was a Beast, my friend at Caine, Marsh, 
used to say—or was it Bendry ? A rash(T of the latter 
still hangs up in Leadenhall. Your kind letter has left 
a relish upon my taste; it read warm and short as 
to-morrow’s crackling. 

I am not quite so comfortable at home yet as I should 
be else in the neatest compactest house I ever got 
—a perfect Cod-send ; but for some weeks I must enjoy 
it alone. She always comes round again. It is a house 
of a few years’ standing, built (for its size with every 
convenience) by an old Immourist for himself, which he 
tired of as soon as he got warm in it. Grates, locks, a 
pump, convenience indescribable, and cheap as if it had 
been old and craved rej^airs. For me, who always take 
the first thing that offers, how lucky that the best should 
first offer itself 1 My books, my prints are up, and I seem 
(so like this room I write in is to a room there) to have 
come here transported in the night, like Gulliver in his 
flying house; and to add to the deception, the New River 
has come down from Islington with me. ’Twas what I 
wished—to move my home, and I have realised it. Only 
instead of company seven nights in the week, I see my 
friends on the First Day of it, and enjoy six real Sabbaths. 
The Museum is a loss, but I am not so far but I can visit 
it occasionally : and I have exhausted the Plays there. 

“ Indisputably I shall allow no sage and onion to be 
cramm’d into the throat of so tender a suckling. 



190 LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 

“ Bread and milk with some odoriferous mint, and the 
liverct minced. 

“ CoiiKi and tell mo when he cries, that T may catch 
his little eyes. 

“ And do it nice and crips” (That’s the Cook’s word.) 
You’ll excuse me, I have been only speaking to Becky 
about the dinner to-morrow. After it, a glass of seldom- 
drunk wine to my friend Dodwell, and, if he will give a 
stranger leave, to Mrs. Dodwell: then to the memory ol' 
the last, and of the last but one, learned Dodwell, of 
whom, but not whom, I have read so much. The next 
to the “ Outward and Homeward bound ships ”—and, if 
the bottle lasts, to the Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, the 
Court of Directors, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and 
Accomptant-General, of the East India Company, with a 
blunt bumper at parting to P-. All I can do, I can¬ 
not make P- look like a G-n, yet he is portly, 

majestic, hath his nods, his condescensions, his variety of 
Ixjhaviour to suit your Director, your Upper Clerk, your 
Kyles, and your Winfields; he tempers mirth with gravity, 
gives no affront, and expects to receive none, is honourable, 
mannered, of good bearing, looks like a man who, accus¬ 
tomed to respect others, silently extorts re.spect from them, 
has it as a sort of in course; without claiming it, finds 
it. What do I miss in him, then, of the essentials of 
gentleinanhood '( He is right sterling—but then, some¬ 
how, he always has that d-d large Goldsmith’s ITaK 

mark staring upon him. Possibly he is too fat for a 
gentleman—then I think of Charles Fox in the Dropsy : 
and the burly old Duke of Norfolk, a nobleman, every 
stun of him! 

I am afraid now you and-are gone, there’s scarce 

an oflScer in the Civil Service quite comes up to my notion 

of a gentleman. D-certainly does 7iot, nor his friend 

B-. 

C-bobs. K- curtsies. W-bows like the 

son of a citizen ; F-like a village apothecary ; C- 

like the Squire’s younger Brother; R-like a crocodile 
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on his hind legs ; H-never bows at all—at least to 

me. S-spultcrs and stutters. W-halters and 

smatters. R - is a coal-heaver. Wolf wants Tiiy 

clothing. 0-simmers, but never boils over. D-— 

is a Ihittcrlirkin, salt butter. C-, a pepper-box, 

cayenne. For A-, E-, and O-, I can answer 

that they have not the slightest pretensions to anytlnng 
but rusticity. Marry, the remaining vowels had some¬ 
thing of civility about them. Can you make top or tail 
of this nonsense, or tell where it begins? 1 will page it. 
How .an error in the outset infects to the end of life, or 
of a sheet of paper ! Cordially adieu. C. Lamb. 

H. Dodwoll, Esc}. 

AlaidHtilicad, 

liciks. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 


Letter CCCL.] [Octoher 1827.] 

Dear Hone—I w.aa most sensibly gratified by receiving 
the T. B. on Friday evening at Enfield ! ! 

Thank you. In haste, C. L. 

Don’t spare the Extracts. They’ll eke out till 
Christmas. 

How is your daughter % 

Mr. Hono, 

22, Belvidore Place, 

Southwark. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

(Jhasc Side, En field. 

Letter CCCLI.] November 1827. 

My dear B. B.—You will understand my silence when 
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I tell you that my sister, on the very eve of entering into 
a new house we have taken at Enfield, was surprised 
with an attack of one of her sad long illnesses, which 
deprive me of her society, though not of her domestication, 
for eight or nine weeks together. I see her, but it does 
her no good. But for this, we have the snuggest, most 
comfortable house, with everything most compact and 
desirable. Golebrook is a wilderness. The books, prints, 
etc., are come here, and the New River came down 
with us. The familiar prints, the bust, the Milton, 
seem scarce to have changed their rooms. One of 
her last observations was “How frightfully like this 
room is to our room in Islington!”—our up-stairs 
room, she meant. How I hope you will come some 
Ixitter day, and judge of it I Wo have tried quiet here 
for four months, and I will answer for the comfort of 
it enduring. 

On emptying my bookshelves I found an Ulysses, 
which I will send to A. K. when 1 go to town, for her 
acceptance—unless the book be out of print. One likes 
to have one copy of everything one does. I neglected to 
keej) one of “ Poetry for Children,” the joint production 
of Mary and me, and it is not to be had for love or 
money. It had in the title-page “ by the Author of Mrs. 
Lester’s School.” Know you any one that has it, and 
would exchange it? 

Strolling to Waltham Cross the other day, I hit off 
these lines. It is one of the crosses which Edward 
I. caused to be built for his wife at every town 
where her corpse rested between Northamptonslure and 
London:— 

A stately cross each sad spot doth attest. 

Whereat the corpse of Eleanor did rest, 

From Harby fetch’d—^her .^ipouse so honour’d lier— 

'fo sleep with royal dust at Westminster. 

And, if leas pompous obsequies were thine, 

Duke Brunswick’s daughter, princely Caroline, 

Grudi^e not, great ghost, nor count thy funeral losses ; 

Thou in thy life-time had’st thy share of crosses. 
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My dear B,—My head aches with this little excursion. 
Pray accept two sides for three for once, and believe me 
yours sadly, 0. L. 


Letter OCCLII.] December 4, 1827. 

My dear B. B.—I have scarce spirits to write, yet am 
harassed with not writing. Nine weeks are completed, 
and Mary does not get any better. It is perfectly 
exhausting. Enhcld, and everything, is very gloomy. 
But for long e.xperience I should fear her ever getting 
well. I feel most thankful for the spinsterly attentions 
of your sister. Thank the kind “ knitter in the sun ! ” 
What nonsense seems verse, when one is seriously out 
of hope and spirits! I mean, that at this time I 
have some nonsense to write, under pain of incivility. 
Would to the fifth heaven no coxcombess had invented 
Albums I 

I have not had a Bijoux, nor the slightest notice from 
Pickering about omitting four out of five of my things. 
The best thing is never to hear of such a thing as 
a bookseller again, or to think there are publishers. 
Second-hand stationers and old book-stalls for me. 
Authorship shoidd bo an idea of the past. Old kings, 
old bishops, are venerable ; all present is hollow. I can- 
*not make a letter. I have no straw, not a pennyworth 
of chaff, only this may stop your kind importunity to 
know about us. Here is a comfortable house, but no 
tenants. One does not make a household. Do not think 
I am quite in despair ; but, in addition to hope protracted, 
I have a stupifying cold and obstructing headache, and 
the sun is de^. 

I will not fail to apprise you of the revival of a beam# 
Meantime accept this, rather than think I have forgotten 
you all. Best remembrances. 

Yours and theirs truly, 0. Lamb. 


VOL. II. 
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To LEIGH HUNT. 

Lictteh CCCLIlI.] [December] 1827. 

Dear H.—I am here almoRt in the eleventh week of 
the longest illness my sister ever had, and no symptoms 
of amendment. Some had begun, but relapsed with a 
change of nurse. If she ever gets well, you will like my 
house, and I shall be happy to show you Enfield country. 

As to my head, it is perfectly at your or any one’s 
service; either Myers’ or Hazlitt’s, — which last (done 
fifteen or twenty years since) White, of the Accountant’s 
Office, India House, has; he lives in Kentish Town—I 
forget where; but is to be found in Leadenhall daily. 
Take your choice. I should be proud to hang up as an 
aleliou8e*sign even; or, rather, I care not about my head 
or anything, but how we are to get well again, for I am 
tired out, 

God bless you and yours from the worst calamity. 

Yours truly, C. L. 

Kindest remembrances to Mrs. Hunt. H.’s is in a 
queer dress. M.’s would be preferable ad populum. 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

LsTriR CCCLIV.] December 20, 1827. 

My dear Allsop—I have writ to say to you that I 
hope to have a comfortable X-mas-day with Mary, and I 
cannot bring myself to go from home at present. Your 
kind offer, and the kind consent of the young Lady to 
come, we feel as we should do; pray accept all of you 
our kindest thanks: at present I think a Visitor (good 
and excellent as we remember her to be) might a little 
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put U8 out of our way. Emma is with us, and our small 
house just holds us, without obliging Mary to sloop with 
Becky, etc. 

We are going on extremely comfortable, and shall soon 
be in capacity of seeing our friends. Much weakness is 
left still. With thanks and old remembrances, 

Yours, 0. L. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCTiV. ] [Decemher] 1827. 

My dear B.—We are all pretty well again and com¬ 
fortable, and I take a first opportunity of sending the 
“ Adventures of Ulysses,” hoping that among us—Homer, 
Chapman, and Co.—we shall afford you some pleasure. 
I fear it is out of print; if not, A. K. will accept it, with 
wishes it were bigger; if another copy is not to be had, 
it reverts to me and my heirs for ever. With it I send 
a trumpery book; to which, without my knowledge, the 
editor of the Bijoux has contributed Lucy’s verses; I am 
ashamed to ask her acceptance of the trash accompanying 
it. Adieu to Albums—for a great while—I said when I 
came here, and had not been fixed for two days; but my 
Jandlord’s daughter (not at the Pothouse) requested me 
to write in her female friends’ and in her own. If I go 

to - thou art there also, 0 all pervading Album! 

All over the Leeward Islands, in Newfoundland, and the 
Back Settlements, I understand there is no other reading. 
They haunt me. I die of Albophobia 1 0. L. 


Letter CCOLVI.] [December'] 1827. 

My dear B. B,—A gentleman I never saw before 
brought me your welcome present Imagine a scraping, 
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fiddling, fidgeting, petit-inattrc of a dancing school 
advancing into my plain parlour with a toupee and a 
siileling how, and presenting the book as if he hiwl been 
handing a glass of lemonade to a young miss : imagine 
this, and contrtist it with the serious nature of the book 
presented ! Tlien task your imagination, reversing this 
picture, to conceive of quite an opposite messenger, a 
lean, strait-locked, whey-faced Methodist, for such was he 
in reality who brought it, the Genius (it seems) of the 
Wesleyan Magazine. Certes, friend B., thy Widow’s Talc 
is too horrible, spite of the lenitives of Religion, to 
embody in verse; I hold prose to be the appropriate 
expositor of such atrocities 1 No offence, but it is a 
cordial that makes the heart sick. Still thy skill in 
compounding it I do not deny. I turn to what gave 
me loss mingled pleasure. I find mark’d with pencil 
these pages in thy pretty book, and fear I have been 
penurious:— 

Page 52, 63—Capital. 

„ 69—6th stanza, exquisite simile. 

„ 61—11th stanza, equally good. 

„ 108—3rd stanza, I long to see Van Balen. 

„ 111—A downright good sonnet. Dixi, 

„ 153—Lines at the bottom. 

So you see, I rea<l, hear, and Tnark^ if I don’t learn. In 
short, this little volume is no discredit to any of your 
former, and betrays none of the senility you fear a^ut. 
Apropoi of Van Balen, an artist who painted mo lately 
had painted a blackamoor praying, and not filling his 
canvas, stuffed in his little girl aside of Blackey, gaping 
at him unmeaningly; and then didn’t know what to call 
it. Now for a picture to be promoted to the Exhibition 
(Suffolk Street) as Uistorimly a subject is requisite. 
What does me f I but christened it the Young Cate¬ 
chist” and furbish’d it with dialogue following, which 
dubb’d it an Historical Painting. Nothing to a inend 
at need 
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“ Wliile this tawny Ethiop prayeth, 

Painter, who is she that stayeth 
By, with skin of whitest lustre ; 

Sunny locks, a shining cluster ; 

Saint-like seeming to direct him 
To the Power that must protect himi 
Is she of the heav’u born Tliree, 

Meek Hope, strong Faith, sweet Charity * 

Or some Cherub ? 

“ They you mention 
Far transcend my weak invention. 

’Tis a simple Christian child. 

Missionary young and mild. 

From her store of script’ral knowlctl^o 
(Bible-tnught without a college), 

Wliich by reading she could gather, 

Teaches him to say Our Father 
To the common Parent, who 
Colour not respects, nor hue. 

White and black in Him have port. 

Who looks not to the skin, but heart.” 

When I’d done it, the artist (who had clapt in Miss 
merely as a fill-space) swore I exprest his full meaning, 
and the damosel bridled up into a missionary’s vanity. 
I like verses to explain pictures; seldom pictures to illus¬ 
trate poems. Your woodcut is a rueful lignum mortis. 
By the by, is the widow likely to marry again ? 

I am giving the fruit of my old play reading at the 
Museum to Hone, who sets forth a portion weekly in the 
* Table Book. Do you see it ? How is Mitford ?—I’ll 
just hint that the pitcher, the chord, and the bowl are a 
little too often repeated (passim) in your book, and that 
in page 17, last line but 4, him is put for he ; but the 
poor widow I take it had small leisure for grammatical 
niceties. Don’t you see there’s he^ myeelf^ and him; 
why not both him ? likewise imperviomly is cruelly 
spelt imperiously. These are tritles, and I honestly like 
your book, and you for giving it, though I really am 
ashamed of so many presents. I can think of no news; 
therefore I will end with mine and Mary’s kindest 
remembrances to you and yours. 0. L. 



CHAPTER YL 

1828-1834. 

LETTERS TO BERNARD BARTON, COWDEN CLARKE, 
PROCTER, MOXON, AND OTHERR 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Lkttbr OOCLVIL] January 2, 1828. 

Dear Allsop—I have been very poorly and nervous 
lately, but am recovering sleep, etc. I do not write or 
make engagements for particular days: but I need not 
say how pleasant your dropping in any Sunday morning 
would be. Perhaps Jameson would accompany you. 
Pray beg him to keep an accurate record of the warning 
I sent him to old Pau., for I dread lost he should at the^ 
12 months’ end deny the warning. The house is his 
daughter’s, but we took it through him, and have paid 
the rent to his receipts for his daughter’s. Consult J. if 
he thinks the warning sufficient. I am very nervous, 
or have been, about the house; lost my sleep, and 
expected to be ill; but slumbered gloriously last night, 
golden slumbers. I shall not relapse; you fright me 
with your inserted slips in the most welcome Atlas. 
They begin to charge double for it, and call it two sheets. 

can I confute them by opening it, when a note of 
yours might slip out, and we get in a hobble ? When 
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you write, write real letters. Mary’s best love and mine 
to Mrs. A. 

Yours ever, 0. Lamb. 


To 0. COWDEN CLARKE. 

Letter CCCLVIIL] EnJUU, February 25 [1828]. 

My dear Clarke—You have been accumulating on me 
such a heap of pleasant obligations, that I feel uneasy in 
writing as to a Benefactor. Your smaller contributions, 
the little weekly rills, are refreshments in the Desart; 
but your large books were feasts. I hope Mrs. Hazditt, 
to whom I encharged it, has taken Hunt’s Lord B. to 
the Novollos. His picture of Literary Lordship is as 
pleasant as a disagreeable subject can be made; his own 
poor man’s Education at dear Christ’s is as good and 
hearty as the subject. Hazlitt’s speculative episodes arc 
capital; I skip the Battles. But how did I deserve to 
have the book? The “Companion” has too much of 
Madame Pasta. Theatricals have ceased to be popular 
attractions. His walk home after the play is as good as 
the best of the old “Indicators.” The watchmen are 
emboxed in a niche of fame, save the skaiting one that 
must be still fugitive. I wish I could send a scrap for 
goodwill But I have been most seriously unwell and 
•nervous a long, long time. I have scarce mustered 
courage to begin this short note, but conscience duns me. 

I had a pleasant letter from your sister, greatly over¬ 
acknowledging my poor sonnet. I think I should have 
replied to it, but tell her I think so. Alas ! for sonnet¬ 
ing, ’tis as the nerves are; all the summer I was dawdling 
among green lanes, and verses came as thick as fancies. 
I am sunk winterly below prose and zero. 

But I tiiist the vital principle is only as under sno"^. 
That I shall yet laugh again. 

I suppose the great change of place affects me; but I 
could not have lived in Town; I could not bear company, 
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I see Novello flouriahea in the Del Capo line, and 
dedioationH are not forgotten. I read the Atlas. 
When I pitched on the Dedication, I looked for the 
Broom of “ Cowden knows ” to be harmonised, but ’twas 
sum mat of Rossini’s. 

I want to hear about Hone. Does ho stand above 
water? how is his son? I have delay’d writing to him 
till it seems impossible. Break the ice for me. 

The wot ground here is intolerable, the sky above 
clear and delusive; but under foot quagmires from night 
showers, and I am cold-footed and moisture-abhorring as 
a cat; nevertheless I yesterday tramped to Waltham 
Cross ; perhaps the poor bit of exertion necessary to 
scribble this was owing to that unusual bracing. 

If I get out, I shall get stout, and then something 
will out—I mean for the “Companion”—you see I 
rhyme insensibly. 

Traditions are rife here of one Clarke a schoolmaster 
and a run-away pickle named Holmes; but much 
obscurity hangs over it. Is it possible they can be any 
relations ? 

'Tis worth the research, when you can find a sunny 
day, with ground firm, etc. Master Sexton is intelligent, 
and for half-a-crown he’ll pick you up a Father. 

In truth, we shall be glad to see any of the Novellian 
circle, middle of the week such as can come, or Sunday, 
as can’t. But Spring will burgeon out quickly, and then’ 
we’ll talk more. 

You’d like to see the improvements on the Chase, the 
new cross in the market-place, the Chandler’s shop from 
whence the rods were fetch’d. They are raised a farthing 
since the spread of Education. But perhaps you don’t 
care to be reminded of the Holofemes’ days, and nothing 
remains of the old laudable profession but the clear, firm 
impossible-to-be-mistaken schooliiuxster text hand with 
which is subscribed the ever-welcome name of Ohas. 
Cowden 0. Let me crowd in both our loves to all. 0. L. 
\Added <m the fold-down of the letter i\ Let me never 
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be forgotten to include in my rememb®~ my good fi iend 
and whilom correspondent, Master Stephen. 

How, especially, is Victoria! 

I try to remember all T used to meet at Shackle well. 
The little household, cake-producing, wine-bringing out, 
Emma—the old servant, that didn’t stay, and ought to 
have stayed, and was always very dirty and friendly; 
and Miss H., the counter-tenor with a fine voice, whose 
sister married Thiirtell. They all live in my mind’s eye, 
and Mr. N.’s and Holmes’s walks with us half back 
after supper. Troja fuit! 

To Mr. MOXON. 

Lktter CCCLIX.] March 19, 1828. 

My dear M.—It is my firm determination to have 
nothing to do with “ Forget-me-Nots pray excuse me 
tis civilly as you can to Mr. Hurst. I will take care to 
refuse any other applications. The things which Pickering 
has, if to be had again, I have promised absolutely, you 
know, to poor Hood, from whom I had a melancholy 
epistle yesterday; besides that Emma has decided objec¬ 
tions to her own and her friend’s album verses being 
published; but if she gets over that, they are decidedly 
Hood’s. 

Till we meet, farewell. Loves to Dash. C. L. 

To Rev. E. IRVING. 

Letter CCCIiX.] Enfield Chase, April 3, 1828. 

Dear Sir—I take advantage from the kindness which 
I have experienced from you in a slight acquaintance to 
introduce to you my very respected friend Mr. Hone, 
who is of opinion that your interference in a point which, 
he will mention to you may prove of essential benefit to 
him in some present difficulties. I should not take this 
liberty if I did not feel that you are a person not to be 
prejudiced by an obnoxious name. All that I know of 
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him obliges me to respect him, and to request your kind¬ 
ness for him, if you can serve him. 

With feelings of kindest respect, I am, dear Sir, yours 
truly, CuAS. Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCLXI.] A'frril 21, 1828. 

Dear B. B.—You must excuse my silence. I have 
been in very poor health and spirits, and cannot write 
letters. I only write to assure you, as you wish’d, of ray 
existence. All that which Mitford tells you of H.’s book 
is rhodomontade, only H. has written unguardedly about 
me, and nothing makes a man more foolish than his own 
foolish panegyric. But I am pretty well cased to flattery, 
and its contrary. Neither aifect me a turnip’s worth. 
Do you nee the author of “May you like it Do you 
write to him 1 Will you give my present plea to him of 
ill health for not acknowledging a pretty book with a 
pretty frontispiece he sent me. He is most esteemed by 
me. As for subscribing to books, in plain truth I am a 
man of reduced income, and don’t allow myself 12 shillings 
a-year to buy old books with ; which must be my excuse. 
I am truly sorry for Murray’s demur; but I wash my 
hands of ^ booksellers, and hope to know them no more. 
I am sick and poony, and must leave off with our joinf 
kind remembrances to your daughter and friend A. K. 

C. L. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Enfield, Wednesday, 

Lmter OCCLXII.] May 2, 1828. 

Dear H.—Valter Vilson dines with us to-mon'ow. 
Veil! How I should like to see Hone ! 0. Lamb. 

Mr. Hone, 

22, Belvidere Place, 

near the Obelisk, Southwark. 
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To Mu. MOXON. 

Letter CCCLXIIL] Enfield, May 3, 1828. 

Dear M.—My friend Patmore, author of the Months^ 
a very pretty publication, — of sundry Essays in the 
London, Neiv Monthly, etc., wants to dispose of a volume 
or two of “ Talcs.” Perhaps they might chance to suit 
Hurst; but be that as it may, he will call upon you 
under favour of my recommendation ; and as he is return¬ 
ing to France, where he lives, if you can do anything for 
him in the Treaty line, to save him dancing over the 
Channel every week, I am sure you will. I said Pd 
never trouble you again; but how vain are the resolves 
of mortal man ! P. is a very hearty, friendly fellow, and 
was poor John Scott’s Second, as I will be yours when 
you want one. May you never be mine 1 

Yours tnily, 0. L. 

Mr. Moxon, 

Messrs. Hurst and Co., 

Booksellers, 

St. Paul’s Churchyard. 


To Rev. H. F. CARY. 

aB'rTER OCCLXIV.l JWM 10, 1828. 

Dear Sir—I long to see Wordsworth once more before 
he goes hence, but it would be at the expense of health 
and comfort my infirmities cannot afford. Once only I 
have been at a dinner party, to meet him, for a whole 
year past, and I do not know that I am not the worse 
for it now. There is a necessity for my drinking too 

much (don’t show this to the Bishop of-, your friend)^ 

at and after dinner; then I require spirits at night to 
allay the crudity of the weaker Bacchus; and in the 
morning I cool my parched stomach with a fiery libation. 
Then I am aground in town, and call upon my London 
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frieiulR, und Ret uew wets of ale, porter, etc.; then ride 
home, drinking wlicre the coach stops, as duly as Edward 
set up his Waltham Crosses. This, or near it, was the 
process of my experiment of dining at Talfourd’s to meet 
Wordsworth, and I am not well now. Now let me beg 
that wc may meet here with assured safety to both sides. 
Darloy and Procter come hero on Sunday morning; pray 
arrange to come along with them. Here I can be toler¬ 
ably moderate. In town, the very air of town turns my 
head and is intoxication enough, if intoxication knew a 
limit I am a poor country mouse, and yoim cates disturb 
me. Toll me you will come. We have a bed, and a 
half or three quarters bed, at all your services; and the 
adjoining inn has many. If engaged on Sunday, tell me 
when you will come; a Saturday will suit as well. I 
would that Wordsworth would come too. Pray believe 
that 'tis my health only, which brought me here, that 
frightens me from the wicked town. Mary joins in kind 
remembrances to Mrs. Cary and yourself. 

Yours truly, 0. Lamb. 


To Mrs. BASIL MONTAGU. 

Letter CCCLXV.] [Summer 1828.] 

Dear Madam—I return your list with my name. I 
should be sorry that any respect should be going dh 
towards Clarkson, and I be left out of the conspiracy. 
Otherwise I frankly own that to pillarise a man’s good 
feelings in his lifetime is not to my taste. Monuments 
to goodness, even after death, are equivocal. I turn 
away from Howard’s, I scarce know why. Goodness 
blows no trumpet, nor desires to have it blown. TTc 
ikould he modest for a modest man —as he is for himself. 
The vanities of life—art, poetry, skill military—are sub¬ 
jects for trophies; not the silent thoughts arising in a 
good man’s mind in lonely places. Was I Clarkson, I 
should never be able to walk or ride near the spot again. 
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luatead of bread, we are giviii" him a stone. Instead of 
the locality recalling the noblest moment of his existence, 
it is a place at which his friends (that is, himself) blow 
to the world, “What a good man is he!” I sat down 
upon a hillock at Forty Hill yesternight,—a fine con¬ 
templative evening,—with a thousand good speculations 
about mankind. How I yearned with cheap benevolence ! 
I shall go and inquire of the stone-cutter, that cuts the 
tombstones here, what a stone with a short inscription 
will cost; just to say, “ Here C. Lamb loved his brethren 
of mankind.” Everybody will come there to love. As 
I can’t well put my own name, I shall put about a 
subscription : 


Mrs.-. 

Procter 
O. Dyer 
Mr. Godwin . 
Mrs. Godwin 
Mr. Irving . 

Mr.- . 


£0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5 0 
2 0 


1 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


a watch-chain, 
the proceeds of — 
first edition. 


£0 8 6 

I scribble in haste from here, where we shall be some 
time. Pray request Mr. Montagu to advance the guinea 
for me, which shall faithfully be forthcoming, and pardon 
me that I don’t see the proposal in quite the light that 
(le may. The kindness of his motives, and his power of 
appreciating the noble passage, I thoroughly agree in. 

With most kind regards to him, I conclude, dear 
madam, yours truly, 0. Lamb. 

From Mrs. Leishman’s, Chase, Euhold. 


To B. R. HAYDON. 

Letter CCOLX VI.] Augrust 1828. 

Dear Haydon—I have been tardy in telling you that 
your Chairing the Member gave me great pleasure—’tis 
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true broad Hogarthiau fun, the High Sheriff capital. 
Considering, too, that you had the materials imposed 
upon you, and that you did not select them from the nide 
world as H. did, I hope to see many more such from 
your hand. If the former picture went beyond this I 
have had a loss, and the King a bargain. I longed to 
rub the back of my hand across the hearty canvas that 
two senses might be gratified. Perhaps the subject is a 
little discordantly placed op})osite to another act of Chair¬ 
ing, where the huzzas were Hosannahs ! but I was pleased 
to see BO many of my old acquaintances brought together 
notwithstanding. 

Believe me, yours truly, C. Lamb. 

To JOHN RICKMAN, Esq. 

Letter CCCLXVII.] September 11, 1828. 

Dear Rickman—We are just come home from a 
London visit and are mortified to learn that we missed 
you on Saturday.—The same absence cannot recur before 
the 29th, or feast of St. Michael, on which day I 
pay my quarterly respects to the India Directors. If 
you can make another day between, you are sure of 
finding us. 

The Nuts are very acceptable, Mary being a grievous 
offender that way ; but to think of bringing apples to the 
Proprietor of a whole Tree, almost an Orchard, and who 
actually has an apple chamber redolent, was a solecism. 

Yours ever, C. Lamb. 

Do you ever light upon G. Di now ?—Could you bring 
himi 

To LOUISA HOLCROFT. 

Letter CCCLXVIII.] October 2, 1828. 

Maiy Lamb has written her last letter in this world. 
Do not imagine that her individual substance has perished ! 
Tis extant yet and sleek, but her epistolary part is dead 
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liefore her, and has left me voi'iting legatee. Could not 
you have slipt down for a day or two this Michaelmas 
vacation i ’Twould have been worth while to have seen 
the difference on our green. On the 28th ’twas whitened 
over with those pretty birds that look like snow in 
summer, and cackle like ice breaking up: the fatal 29th 
arrove (is that English 1), and their place knew them no 
more. Here and there a solitary duck survives to remind 
one of the superior race which had been extinguished— 
swans to them.. 

You remember I asked a large party of them into our 
grounds to meet you. Of all that pleasant party, your 
dear self excepted, not one remains with a whole throat. 

You send loves to Mrs. Morgan—who or what is she, 
or what dream was it that an> such person is here ? You 
add, too, that she is grown plump—is that a reason why 
love should be sent her 1 I understand neither the logic 
nor affection implied in that passage, 

I have nearly lost my arithmetic since you went, but 
count upon renewing it some day with you. Enfield is 
dull, but London is turbulent. We have disqualified 
ourselves for a town life by migrating here, but cannot 
(for our Cockney souls) get up a rural taste, so we hang 
suburbian. 

I could not bring myself to face Mr. Kenny in Brunswick 
Square (time and next occasion may take off the terror). 
1 thought it would look so like coming to be repaid for 
any little hospitalities which I might have had in my 
power to show him while he staid at Enfield, which 
were no more than one gentleman ought to do to another 
—marry, 'tis well if he thought 'em so much. 

And how are all the little orphans committed to your 
trust *1 Mind their morals first. I would not give two¬ 
pence for all the learning you can put into them in 
comparison with that. Do they lay three in a bed ? Do 
you see them properly lain and tidy before you go to 
bed yourself of a night—I mean before you lie yourself 
down to sleep ? 
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Mary tells me to say tluit Mrs. Collier knows we 
shall bo happy to see her any day without ceremony. 

And to have you again when you have vacation, for 
you were not very troublesome—indeed, we are more 
hospitable by nature than some folks would guess from 
our practice. With best loves to Mrs. Kenny, twins and 
no twins, yours truly, C. and M. Lamb. 

Miss Holcroft, 

Monsr. Kenny’s, 

12 Brunswick Square. 

To JOHN RICKMAN, Esq. 

Lbtteu CCCLXIX.] October 4, 1828. 

Meditanti inihi rescribere ad te Latinam aliquam cpis- 
tolam pro tuil ipsius expolitissima occurrerunt obstacula 
non nulla quotidiaua, et inter prima amicus noster in- 
conditus Martiiius Burneius, qui commoratus erat apud 
nos aliquandiu, et per dies singulos Notitias Legales, et 
nihil nisi Legales, balbutiens, incuaserat mihi metum, ne 
Latine cupiens soribere, loquendi formulas barbaras et 
forensicas, potius quam Ciceronianas, edidissem. Nam 
universus est in Legi-studiia; edit, bibit, ludit (scilicet 
cum pictis chartia) nil oranino nisi Legem ; Ignoramvm 
in FabulA, agens ita pertinaciter, ut jurares habitare in 
medullis istius capitis intimis (num anatoniice loquor?) 
septem—non Diabolos, sicut in Parabola—sed Leguleios, 
qui sensua ipsius (et amicorum) cum strepitu et multilo- 
quentia penitus confundant. Librum securn, suppcllectile 
solum, hue apportaverat, cui titulus “ Fearne on Contin¬ 
gent Remainders,” qui nimium .perlectus, et nimis tenuiter 
intellectus, pene denuo effecerat, ut cerebro legentis 
vix qufieque rematientiay quae contigerint, superfuerint. 
Dimisso M. B. cum suppellectile suo, ad debitum meum 
erga te revertor. Iter tibi reverso cum commentariis non 
sine voluplate maxima iterum atque iterum relego, utpote 
qui ex usitatis rebus semper aliquid novi referas. Quod 
mones me de milliaribus nostris, nempc erroribus scaten- 
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tibu», exponara brevibus quare iiistructionibus tuis minus 
audieiis fiaiii. Si de rebus istiusmodi cum primoribus 
conferrem, “ Heus Tu,” exclamaret aliquis vel ex Viarum 
Ouratoribus, vel Parochiae Supervisuribus, “quid ha) res 
ad te? Tu ex Domiciliatore vis fieri Domi-magister? ” 
Licet scias, me Doinum proprium in agro Enfiddio, sororis 
nominibus, per fictionem naturalem et domesticam, cou- 
duxerim, laborum atque ffirumnarum, cum comitialium 
(Vestry meetings) turn parochialium, istiusmodi vitan- 
darum causa, et ni ipse supervisor, vel saltern aliquis vir 
magnus, evaaissem. Quale respondissem‘I Otium cum 
dignitate quam minimfi, assecutus sum. Et, ut vera con- 
fitear, arridcut mihi baud leviter, et mentern gratissime 
tangunt, Lie anomaliee prmdicta) quas perstringis. Abso¬ 
lute prorsus a iiegotiis muudaiiis omiiigenoris (quorsus 
aliter superannuatus fierem 1) erroros hi viatici non 
multum mihi displiceut, utpote habenti munduin (quod 
aiunt) prm oculos, et a distinctionibus, cum spatii turn 
temporis, uimis accuratis penitus submoto. Hac ratione 
quasi immortalis prodeo; in coelorum etenim supernoriim 
infinitis spatiis (qum tenuitate meorum locorum imitari 
avco quantum possum) quid opus easet miliiarium 1 Ad 
negotia humana attineut differentise locales. Ipse ambulo 
otiosus, et quasi incircumscriptus. Quocirca Horologia 
etiam nostra Enfeldiensia baud parum laudo, quorum 
pars plurima horas indicant nequaquam serviliter, ad 
Datum soils mundani, et subter empyreum positi, sed 
qu®que diverse pro arbitriis suis dulcibus feriantia, et 
resonantia ad libitum—one, two, three—ut evenerit— 
mihi ipsi, sicut feliciori cuidam Whittingtonio, prsedicantia 
festive, quod, quoad me saltern, extiuctum fuerit Tcmpus. 
Hae sunt rationes quare expostulationibus tuis, hondnis 
negotiosi et sub-Solaris, in hac re minus obtemporatus 
sim. Alioquin, cum ad niilliare quoddam acccdo, dis- 
tantias computans ab Aula Hickesiana (The Middx. 
Sessions House) quae extat, dignitatem Aulicam in prse- 
senti agnosco; et, si furcifer essem, pertremiscerem. 
Accedens ad alterum quod computaverit a Situ quo 

VOL. II. p 
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Aula predicta olim ateterat, do lapsis mole et ma^ni- 
tudine meditationes volvo, et mecum reputo, quam 
caduca sit Bplendidissimarum etructionum humanarum 
conditio, et cogitationibus hiyuamodi omnem fastum et 
arrogantiam depono. Hisce meditatiouibus cor indies 
meliuB tit. Alicui (mei consimili) iter facienti, quas a 
milliaribus apte dispositis cveniant commoda, arctiils 
et concinnitis me docuit V. Bournius, carmine cui titulus 
hie ipse “ Milliaria,” ita concluso—(meministiiie, vel totuni 
traiiscribaiii ?) 

Imiotaj tautum pnestat Bistaiitia iiota ; 

Millia quoB reddit plura, minusque vies. 

How well the Milestones’ use doth this express, 

Which make tin*- Miles more, and the way seem loss 1 

Quid vult in epistola tua “Utor manu ct stylo nostri 
juvonis,” nempc filiil Oculis nostris antiquis diligenter 
inspicientibus apparet, immo praducet, stylus ipsius tuns, 
manus ipaissima. Aut Rickmanni aut Diaboli. Solu- 
tionem differo ad congressionem nostram proximam, qnsc 
ne ad longinquum tempus differatur, precor. 

Dcficieiite mihi Latinitate, quod suprk a limationibus 
conjectare pos-sis, quid restat nisi hoc 1 Valoto ct facito, 
ut Doiiiina Rickmaniia tecum vivat baud immemor nostri 

C. Lamb. 

Enfield Chase Side, 

October 4, 1828. 

* 

I can’t put this properly into Latin. Dabam, what 
is it? 

To John Rickman, Esq., 

Portsmouth, Hants. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letfer CCCLXX.] October 11, 1828. 

A splendid edition of “ Bunyan’s Pilgrim ” 1 Why, 
the thought is enough to turn one’s moral stomach. His 
cockle-hat and staff transformed to a smart cock’d beaver 
and a jemmy cane; his amice gray, to the last Regent 
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Street cut; and his painful palmer’s pace to the modem 
swagger. Stop thy friend’s sacrilegious hand. Nothing 
can be done for B. but to reprint the old cuts in as 
homely but good a style as possible. The Vanity Fair, 
and the Pilgrims there—the silly-soothnesa in his setting- 
out eoimtenanee—the Christian Idiocy (in a good sense) 
of his admiration of the shepherds on the Delectable 
Mountains ; the lions, so truly allegorical, and remote 
from any similitude to Pkh'ock’s; the great head (the 
author’s), capacious of dreams and similitudes, dreaming 
in the dungeon. Perhaps you don’t know my edition, 
what I had when a child. If you do, can you bear new 
designs from Martin, enamelled into copper or silver plate 
by Heath, accompanied with verses from Mrs. Hemans’s 
|jen, 0 how unlike his own I 

“ Wouldst thou divert thyself from melancholy ? 

Wouldst thou be pleasant, yet lie far from folly ? 

Wouldst thou read riddlea, and their explanation ? 

Or else be drowned in thy contemplation ? 

Dost thou love picking meat ? or wouldst thou see 
A man in the clouds, and hear him speak to thee ? 

Wouldst thou be in a dream, and yet not sleep ? 

Or wouldst thou in a moment laugh and weep ? 

Or wouldst thou lose thyself, and catch no harm, 

And find thyself again without n charm ? 

Wouldst read thyself, and read thou kuowest not what, 

And yet know whether thou art blest or not 
By reading the same lines ? O then come hither, 

* And lay my book, thy head, and heart together. 

“John Bdnyan.” 

Show me such poetry in any of the fifteen forthcoming 
combinations of show and emptiness, yclept “Annuals.” 
So there’s verses for thy verses; and now lot me tell you, 
that the sight of your hand gladdened mo. I have been 
daily trying to write to you, but paralysed. You have 
spurred me on this tiny effort, and at intervals I hope to 
hear from and talk to you. But my spirits have been in 
an opprest way for a long long time, and they are things 
which must be to you of faitb, for who can explain 
depression? Yes, I am hooked into the “Gem,” but 
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only for some linpR written on a dead infant of the 
Editor’s, which being, as it were, his property, I could 
not refuse their appearing; but I hate the paper, the 
type, the gloss, the dandy plates, the names of contributors 
poked up into your eyes in first page, and whistled through 
all the covers of magazines, the barefaced sort of emula¬ 
tion, the immodest candidateship, brought into so little 
space—in those old “ Londons ” a signature was lost in 
the wood of matter, the paper coarse (till latterly, which 
spoiled them); in short, I detest to appear in an Annual. 
What a fertile genius (and a quiet good soul withal) is 
Hood 1 He has fifty things in hand : farces to supply 
the Adelphi for the season ; a comedy for one of the great 
theatres, just ready; a whole entertainment, by himself, 
for Mathews and Yates to figure in ; a meditated Comic 
Annual for next year, to be nearly done by himself. 
You’d like him very much. 

Wordsworth, I see, has a good many pieces announced 
in one of ’em, not our Gem. W. Scott has distributed 
himself like a bribe haunch among ’em. Of all the poets, 
Cary has had the good sense to keep quite clear of ’em, 
with clergy-gentlemanly right notions. Don’t think I 
set up for being proud on this point; I like a bit of 
flattery, tickling my vanity, as well as any one. But 
these pompous masquerades without masks (naked names 
or faces) I hate. So there’s a bit of my mind. Besides, 
they infallibly cheat you ; I mean the booksellers. If 1 
get but a copy, I only expect it from Hood’s being my 
friend. Coleridge has lately been here. He too is deep 
among the prophets, the year-servers,—the mob of gentle¬ 
men annuals. But they’ll cheat him, I know. And 
now, dear B. B., the sun shining out merrily, and the 
dirty clouds we had yesterday having washed their own 
faces clean with their own rain, tempts me to wander up 
Winchmore Hill, or into some of the delightful vicinages 
of Enfield, which I hope to show you at some time when 
you can got a few days up to the great town. Believe 
me, it would give both of us great pleasure to show you 
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all three (we can lodge you) our jdeasant farms and 
villages. 

We both join in kindest loves to you and yours. 

0. Lamb, redivivm. 

To THOMAS HOOD. 

Letter CCCLXXL] Enfidd [October 1828 ]. 

Dear Lamb—You are an impudent varlet; but I will 
keep your secret. We dine at Ayrton’s on Thursday, and 
shall try to find Sarah and her two spare beds for that 
night only. Miss M. and her tragedy may be dished: 
BO m»y not you and your rib. Health attend you. 

Yours, T. Hood, Esq. 

Miss Bridget Hood sends love. 

To 0. OOWDEN OLARKE. 

Letter OOOLXXIL] [Enfield, October 1828.] 

Dear Clarke—We did expect to see you with 
Victoria and the Novellos before this, and do not quite 
understand why we have not. Mrs. N. and V. [Vincent] 
promised us after the York expedition; a day being 
named before, which fail’d. ’Tis not too late. The 
autumn leaves drop gold, and Enfield is beautifuller—to 
a common eye—than when you lurked at the Greyhound. 
Benedicks are close ; but how I so totally missed you at 
that time, going for my morning cup of ale duly, is a 
mystery. Twas stealing a match before one’s face in 
earnest. But certainly we had not a dream of your 
appropinquity. I instantly prepared an Epithalamium, 
in the form of a Sonata—which I was sending to Novello 
to compose; but Mary forbid it me as too light for the 
occasion—as if the subject required anything heavy: bq 
in a tiff with her 1 sent no congratulation at all. Tho’ I 
promise you the wedding was very pleasant news to me 
indeed. Let your reply name a day this next week, 
when you will come as many as a coach will hold; such 
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a day as wo had at Diilwioh. My very kindest love and 
Mary’s to Victoria and the Novellos. The enclosed is 
from a friend nameless, but highish in office, and a man 
whose accuracy of statement may be relied on with 
implicit confidence. Tic wants the exposd to appear in a 
newspaper as the “greatest piece of legal and Parlia¬ 
mentary villainy he ever remember’**,” and he had experi¬ 
ence of both; and thinks it would answer afterwards in 
a cheap i)amphlet printed at Lambeth in 8^*’ sheet, as 
16,000 families in that parish are interested. I know 
not whether the present “Examiner” keeps up the 
character of exposing abuses, for I scarce see a paper 
now. If so, you may ascertain Mr. Hunt of the strictest 
truth of the statement, at the peril of my head. But if 
this won’t do, transmit it me back, I beg, per coach—or 
better, bring it with you. 

Yours unaltered, 0. Lamb. 


To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Lkiter CCOLXXlll.] Novemher 6, 1828.] 

My deal’ Novello—I am afraid I shall appear rather 
tardy in offering my congratulations, however sincere, 
upon your daughter’s marriage. The truth is I had put 
together a little Sereuata upon the occasion, but was pi% 
vented from sending it by my sister, to whose judgment 
I am apt to defer too much in these kind of things; so 
that, now I have her consent, the oftenng, I am afraid, 
will have lost the grace of seasonableness. Such as it is, 
I send it. She thinks it a little too old-fashioned in the 
manner, too much like what they wrote a century back. 
But I cannot write in the modern style, if I try ever so 
hard. I have attended to the proper divisions for the 
music, and you will have little difficulty in composing it. 
If I may advise, make Pepusch your model, or Blow. 
It will ^ necessary to have a good second voice, as the 
stress of the melody lies there:— 
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SB RENATA, FOR TWO VOICES, 

On Ute Marriage of Charles Couxlen Clarke, Esqre ., to Victoria, 
eldest daughter of Vincent Nooello, Esqre. 

Duetto. 

W'ake th’ Imrmonious voice and string. 

Love and Hymen’s triumph sing, 

Sounds with secret charms combining, 

In melodious union joining, 

Rest the wondrous joys can tell, 

That in hearts united dwell. 

Rkcitativb. 

First Voice. 

To young Victoria’s happy fame 
Well may the Arts a trophy raise, 

Music grows sweeter in her praise. 

And, own’d by her, with rapture speaks her name. 
I’o touch the brave Cowdenio’s heart, 

Tlie Graces all in her conspire ; 

T;Ove arms her with his surest dart, 

Apollo with his lyre. 

Am. 

The list’ning Muses all around her, 

Think ’tis Tlimbus’ strain they hear ; 

And Cupid, drawing near to wound her, 

Drops his bow, and stands to hear. 

Recitative. 

» Second Voice. 

While crowds of rivals with despair 
Silent admire, or vainly court the Fair, 

Rehold the liappy conquest of her eyo.s, 

A llero is the glorious prize ! 

In courts, in camp.s, thro’ distant realms ronown’d, 
Cowdenio comes 1—Victoria, see. 

He comes with British honour crown’d. 

Love loads his eager steps to thee. 

Am. 

In tender sighs he silence breaks, 

The Fair his dome approves, 

Consenting blushes warm her cheeks, 

She smiles, she yields, she loves. 
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Reoitativk. 

First Vmce. 

Now Hymen at the altar stands, 

And while he joins their fiiitliful hands, 
liehohl 1 by ardent vows brought down, 

Immortal Concord, heavenly bright. 

Array’d in robes of purest light. 

Descends, th’ nnspi<'iou.s rites to crown. 

Her golden harp the goddess brings ; 

Its magic sound 

Commands a sudden silence all around. 

And strains prophetic thus attune the strings. 

Dubtto. 

First Voice. 

The Swain his Nymph possessing, 

Second Voice. 

The Nymph her Swain caressing, 

First and Second. 

Shall still improve the blessing, 

For ever kind and true. 

Both. 

While rolling years are flying. 

Love, Hymen’s lamp supplying. 

With fuel never dying. 

Shall still the flame renew. 

To BO great a master as yourself I have no need to 
suggest that the peculiar tone of the composition requires 
sprightliness, occasionally checked by tenderness, as iif 
the second air,— 

She smiles,—she yields,—she loves. 

Again, you need not be told that each fifth line of the 
two first recitatives requires a crescendo. 

And your exquisite taste will prevent your falling 
into the error of Purcell, who at a passage similar to 
that in my first air, 

- Drops his bow, and stands to hear, 

directed the first violin thus:— 

Here the first violin must drop his how. 
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But, besides the absui'dity of disarminjj his princiiml 
performer of so necessary an adjunct to his instrument, 
in sucli an emphatic part of the (•ompositioii too, which 
must have had a droll effect at tlie time, all such 
minutico of adaptation are at this time of day very pro¬ 
perly exploded, and Jackson of Exeter very fairly ranks 
them under the head of puns. 

Should you succeed in the setting of it, we propose 
having it performed (we have one very tolerable second 
voice here, and Mr. Holmes, I dare say, would supply 
the minor parts) at the Greyhound. But it must be a 
secret to the young couple till we can get the baud in 
readiness. 

Believe me, dear Novello, yours truly, 

0. Lamb. 

To LAMAN BLANCHARD. 

Letter CCOLXXIV.] Enfield, Noveviber 9, 1828. 

Sir—I beg to return my acknowledgments for the 
present of your elegant volume, which I should have 
esteemed, without the bribe of the name prefixed to it. 
I have been much pleased with it throughout, but am 
most taken with the peculiar delicacy of some of the 
sonnets. I shall put them up among my poetical 
treasures. 

, Your obliged Servant, 0. Lamb. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter OCOLXXV.] December 5, 1828. 

Dear B. B.—I am ashamed to receive so many nice 
books from you, and to have none to send you in return. 
You are always sending me some fruits or wholesome 
potherbs, and mine is the garden of the Sluggard, nothing 
but weeds, or scarce they. Nevertheless, if I knew how 
to transmit it, I would send you Blackwood’s of this month, 
which contains a little drama, to have your opinion of it, 
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and how far I have irmpoved, or otherwise, upon its pro¬ 
totype. Thank you for your kind sonnet. It does me 
good to see the Dedication to a Christian Bishop. I am 
for a comprehension, as divines call it; but so as that 
the Church shall go a good deal more than half way over 
to the silent Meeting-house. I have ever said that the 
Quakers are the only professors of Christianity as 1 read 
it in the Evangiles. I say professors : marry, as to i)rac- 
tice, with their gaudy hot types and poetical vanities, 
they are much at one with the sinful. Martin’s Frontis¬ 
piece is a very fine thing, let C. L. say what he pleases 
to the contrary. Of the Poems, I like them as a volume, 
better than any one of the preceding; particularly, 
“ Power and Gentleness ”—“ The Present ” — “ Lady 
Uussell ” ; with the exception that I do not like the noble 
act of Curtins, true or false—one of the grand founda¬ 
tions of old Roman patriotism—to be sacrificed to 
Lady R.’s taking notes on her husband’s trial. If a 
thing is good, why invidiously bring it into light with 
something better 1 There are too few heroic things in 
this world, to admit of our marshalling them in anxious 
etiquettes of precedence. Would you make a poem on 
the story of Ruth (pretty story !), and then say—Ay, but 
how much better is the story of Joseph and his brethren ! 
To go on, the stanzas to “ Chalon ” want the name of 
Clarkson in the body of them j it is left to inference. 
The “ Battle of Gibeon ” is spirited, again; but you 
sacrifice it in the last stanza to the song at Bethlehem. 
Is it quite orthodox to do so 1 The first was good, you 
suppose, for that dispensation. Why set the Word 
against the Word ? It puzzles, a weak Christian. So 
Watts’s Psalms are an implied censure on David’s. But 
as long as the Bible is supposed to be an equally 
divine emanation with the Testament, so long it 
will stagger weaklings to have them set in opposition. 
“ Godiva ” is delicately touched. I have always thought 
it a beautiful story, characteristic of the old English 
times. But I could not help amusing myself with the 
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thought—if Martin had chosen this subject for a frontis¬ 
piece—there would have been in some dark corner a 
white lady, white as the walker on the waves, riding 
upon some mystical quadruped; and high above would 
have risen “ tower above tower a mtissy structure high ” 
—the Tcnterden steeples of Coventry, till the poor cross 
would scarce have known itself among the clouds; and 
far above them all the distant Clint Hills peering over 
chimney-pots, piled up, Ossa-on-Olympus fashion, till the 
admiring spcciator (admirer of a noble deed) might have 
gone look for the lady, as you must hunt for the other in 
the lobster. But M[artin] should be made royal archi¬ 
tect. What palaces he would pile! But then, what 
parliamentary grants to make them good ! Nevertheless, 
I like the frontispiece. “ The Elephant ” is pleasant; 
and I am glad you are getting into a wider scope of 
subjects. There may be too much, not religion, but too 

many good words in a book, till it becomes, as Sh- 

says of Religion, a rhapsody of words. I will just name, 
that you have brought in the “ Song to the Shepherds ” 
in four or five, if not six places. Now this is not good 
economy. The “ Enoch ” is fine; and here I can sacrifice 
“ Elijah ” to it, because ’tis illustrative only, and not 
disparaging of the latter prophet’s departure. I like this 
best in the book. Lastly, I much like the “ Heron ” ; ’tis 
exquisite. Know you Lord Thurlow’s Sonnet to a bird 
of that sort on Lacken water ? If not, ’tis indispensable 
I send it you, with my Blackwood, if you tell me how 
best to send them. “Fludyer” is pleasant,—you are 
getting gay and Hoodish. What is the enigma 1 Money 1 
If not, I fairly confess I am foiled, and sphynx must 
eat me. Four times I’ve tried to write eat me,” 
and the blotting pen turns it into cat me. And now I 
will take my leave with saying, I esteem thy verses, like, 
thy present, honour thy frontispiecer, and right reverence 
thy patron and dedicatee, and am, dear B. B., 

Yours heartily, 0. Lamb. 

Our joint kindest loves to A. K. and your daughter. 
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To LOUISA HOLOROFT. 

Lktteu CCCLXXVL] December 6, 1828. 

Dear Miss H.—Mary, who never writes, bids me 
thank you for the handkerchief. I do not understand 
such work, but if 1 apprehend her rightly, she would 
have preferred blonde to white sarcenet for the trimming; 
but she did not wish me to tell you so. I only hint it 
for the next. We are sorry for the mess of illness you 
are involved in. Are you stout enough to be the general 
nurse ? Who told you we should not be glad to see you 
on Sundays and alU Tho’ we devote that day to its 
proper duties, as you know, yet you are come of a 
religious stock, and to you it is not irksome to join in 
our simple forms, where the heart is all. Your little 
protdg^e is well, and as yet honest, but she has no one 
to give her caps now. 

Thus far I had written last night. You will see by 
my altered scrawl that I am not so well this morning. 
I got up with a fevered skin, and spots are come out all 
over me. Pray God it is not the measles. You did not 
let any of the children touch the seal with their little 
measly hands, did you? You should be careful when 
contagion is in the house. Pray God, your letter may 
not have conveyed the disorder. Our poor Postman 
looks flushed since. What a thing it would be to 
introduce a disease into a whole village 1 Yet so simple 
a thing as a letter has been known to convey a malady. 
1 look at your note. I see it is wafered, not sealed. 
That makes it more likely. Wafers are flour, and I've 
known a serious illness to be communicated in a piece 
of plum cake. I never had the measles. How my 
head throbs! You cannot be too cautious, dear Louisa, 
what you do under such circum- 

I am a little better than when I broke off at the last 
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word. Your good sense will point out to you tliat the 
deficient syllables should be “stances.” Cinumstances. 
If I am incoherent, impute it to alarm. I will walk in 
the air- 

I am not much refreshed. The air seemed hot and 
muggy. Somehow I feel quite irritable—there is no 
word in English— h. la variole—we have no phrase to 
answer it—smallpoxical comes the nearest. Maybe 
'twas worse than the measles what Charles has. I 
will send for Mr. Asbury. 

I have seen the apothecary. He pronounces my 
complaint to be, as I feared, of the variola kind, but 
gives mo hopes I shall not be much marked. I hope 
we shall get well together. But at my time of life it 
is attended with more hazards. Whatever becomes of 
me, I shall leave the world without a harsh thought of 
you. It was only a girlish imprudence. I am quite 
faint. Two pimples more come out within this last 
minute. Mary is crying. She looks red. So does 
Becky. I must go to bed. 

Yours in constant Pain, 0. L. 

You will see by my Will, if it comes to that—I bear 
you no ill w-, Oh 1 

Mias Holcroft, 

Mr. Kenny’s, 

12 Brunswick Square. 


To C. COWDEN CLARKE. 

Letter CCCLXXVII.] [Dccoaber 1828.] 

My dear three C.’s—The way from Southgate to 
Colney Hatch thro’ the unfrequeiitedest Blackberry paths 
that ever concealed their coy bunches from a truantr 
Citizen, we have accidentally fallen upon—the giant Tree 
by Cbeshunt we have missed, but keep your chart to go 
by, unless you will be our conduct. At present I am 
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disabled from further flighta than just to skirt round 
Clay Hill, with a peep at the fine backwoods, by strained 
tendons, got by skipping a skipping rope at 53 —hei mihi 
wm sum quails; but do you know, now you come to 
talk of walks, a ramble of four hours or so—there and 
back-- to the willow and lavender plantations at the 
south corner of Northaw Church by a well dedicated to 
Saint Claridge, with the clumps of finest moss rising 
hillock fashion, which I counted to the number of two 
hundred and sixty, and aro called “ Claridge's covers,” 
the tradition being that that saint entertained so many 
angels or hermits there, upon occasion of blessing the 
waters? The legends have set down the fruits spread 
upon that occasion, and in the “Black Book of St. 
Albans,” some are named which are not supposed to 
have been introduced into this island until a century 
later. But waiving the miracle, a sweeter spot is not in 
ten counties round; you are knee-deep in clover, that is 
to say, if you are not above a middling man’s height; 
from this paradise, making a day of it, you go to see the 
ruins of an old convent at March Hall, where some of 
the painted glass is yet whole and fresh. 

If you do not know this, you do not know the 
capabilities of this country; you may be said to be a 
stranger to Enfield. I found it out one morning in 
October, and so delighted was I that I did not get home 
before dark, well a-paid. ' 

I shall long to show you the Clump Meadows, as 
they are called—we might do that without reaching 
March Hall; when the days aro longer we might take 
both, and come home by Forest Cross, so skirt over 
Pennington and the cheerful little village of Churchley 
to Forty HilL 

But these are dreams till summer; meanwhile we 
should be most glad to see you for a lesser excursion— 
say Sunday next, you and another^ or if more, best on a 
week-day with a notice, but o’ Sundays, as far as a leg 
of mutton goes, most welcome. 
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We can squeeze out a bed. Edmonton coaclies run 
every hour, and my pen has run out its quarter. Heartily 
farewell. 


To B. W. PROCTER. 

riKTTER GGCriXXVIIL] January 19, 1829. 

My dear Procter—I am ashamed not to have taken 
the drift of your pleasant letter, which I find to have 
been pure invention; but jokes arc not suspected in 
Iheotian Enfield. We arc plain people, and our talk is 
of corn and cattle and Waltham inark(dH. Besides, I 
was a little out of sorts when I received it. The fact is, 
I am involved in a case which has fretted me to death, 
and I have no reliance except on you to extricate me. I 
am sure you will give me your best legal advice, having 
no professional friend besides but Robinson and Talfourd, 
with neither of whom, at present, I am on the best of 
terms. My brother’s widow left a will, made during the 
lifetime of my brother, in which I am named sole executor, 
by which she bequeaths forty acres of arable property, 
which it seems she held under covert baron, unknown to 
my brother, to the heirs of the body of Elizabeth Dowden, 
her married daughter by a first husband, in fee simple, 
recoverable by fine; invested property, mind, for there 
is the difticulty; subject to leet and quit-rent; in short, 
worded in the most guarded terms, to shut out the 
property from Isaac Dowden, the husband. Intelligence 
has just come of the death of this person in India, where 
he made a will, entailing this property (which seemed 
entangled enough already) to the heirs of his body that 
should not be born of his wife; for it seems by the law 
in India, natural children can recover. They have put 
the cause into Exchequer process here, removed by certio¬ 
rari from the native courts; and the question is, whether 
I should, as executor, try the cause here, or again re-remove 
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it to the Supreme Sesaioiis at Bangalore, which I under¬ 
stand I can, or plead a hearing before the Privy Council 
here. As it involves all the little property of Elizabeth 
Dowden, I am anxious to take the fittest steps, and what 
may be least expensive. For GVxl’s sake assist me, for 
the case is so embarrassed that it deprives me of sleep and 
appetite. M. Burney thinks there is a case like it in 
chap. 170, sec. 5, in “ Fearn’s Contingent Remainders.” 
Pray read it over with him dispassionately, and let 
me have the result. The complexity lies in the 
questionable power of the husband to alienate in 
U8um enfeoirmeiits whereof he was only collaterally 
seized, etc. 

I had another favour to beg, which is the beggarliest 
of beggings: a few lines of verse for a young friciuPs 
album (six will be enough). M. Burney will tell you who 
she is T want ’em for. A girl of gold. Six lines—make 

’em eight—signed Barry C-. They need not be very 

good, as I chiefiy want ’em as a foil to mine. But I shall 
be seriously obliged by any refuse scrap. We are in the 
last ages of the world, when St. Paul prophesied that 
women should be headstrong, lovers of their own wills, 
having albums.” I fled hither to escape the albumean 
persecution, and had not been in my new house twenty- 
four hours when the daughter of the next house came in 
with a friend’s album to beg a contribution, and the 
following day intimated she had one of her own. Twd 
more have sprung up since. “If I take the wings of the 
morning ” and fly unto tho uttermost parts of the earth, 
there will albums be. New Holland has albums. But 
the age is to be complied with. M. B. will tell you the 
sort of girl I request the ten lines for. Somewhat of a 
pensive cast, what you admire. The lines may come 
before the law question, as that cannot be determined 
before Hilary Term, and I wish your deliberate judgment 
on that. The other may be flimsy and superficial. And 
if you have not burnt your returned letter, pray resend 
it me, as a monumental token of my stupidity. ’Twas a 
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little unthinking of you to touch upon a sore subject. 
Why, by dabbling in those accursed Annuals I have 
become a byword of infamy all over the kingdom. I 
have sicken’d decent women for asking me to write in 
albums. There be dark “jests” abroad, Master Corn¬ 
wall, and some riddles may live to be cleared up. And 
’tisn’t every saddle is fmt on the right steed. And 
forgeries and false Gospels arc not peculiar to the age 
following the Apostles. And some tubs don’t stand on 
their riglit bottom, which is all I wish to say in these 
ticklish times ; and so your servant, CTi. Laaiu. 


Letter CGCLXXIX.] Januanj 22, 1829. 

Don’t trouble yourself about the verses. Take ’em 
coolly as they come. Any day between this and Mid¬ 
summer will do. Ten lines the extreme. There is no 
mystery in my incognita. She has often seen you, though 
you may not have observed a silent brown girl, who for 
the last twelve years has rambled about our house in her 
Christmas holidays. She is Italian by name and extrac¬ 
tion. Ten lines about the blue sky of her country will 
do, as ’tis her foible to be proud of it.—Item : I have 
made her a tolerable Latinist. She is called Emma 
Isola. I approve heartily of your turning your four 
vola. into a leaser compass. ’Twill Sybillise the gold 
left. I shall, I think, be in town in a few weeks, when 
I will assuredly see you. I will put in here Loves to 
Mrs. Procter and the anti-Capulets, because Mary tells 
me I omitted them in my last. I like to see my friends 
here. I have put my lawsuit into the hands of an 
Enfield practitioner, a plain man, who seems perfectly 
to understand it, and gives me hopes of a favourable' 
result. 

Rumour tells us that Miss Holcroft is married. Who 
is Badman, or Bed’em ? Have I seen him at Montacute’s 1 
I hear he is a great chymist. I am sometimes chymical 

VOL. II. Q 
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myself. A thought strikes me with horror. Pray 
heaven he may not have done it for the sake of trying 
chymical experiments upon her,—young female subjects 
are so scarce. Louisa would make a capital shot. Aren’t 
you glad about Burke’s easel We may set off the 
Scotcli murders agaiust the Scotch novels; Hare, the 
Great Un-hanged ! 

M. B. is richly worth your knowing. He is on the 
top scale of my friendship ladder, on which an angel or 
two is still climbing, and some, alas ! descending. I am 
out of the literary world at present. Pray, is there any¬ 
thing new from tlie admired pen of the author of the 
Pleasures of Hope ? Has Mrs. He-mans (double mascu¬ 
line) done anything pretty lately 1 Why sleeps the lyre 
of Hervey, and of Alaric Watts ? Is the muse of L. E. L. 
silent 1 Did you see a sonnet of mine in Blackwood’s 
last? Curious construction ! ElaboratafaciUtas ! And 
now I’ll tell. ’Twas written for the Getn, but the editors 
declined it, on the plea that it would shoc^ all mothers; 
BO they published the “ Widow,” instead. I am bom out 
of time. I have no conjecture about what the present 
world calls delicacy. I thought Rosamund Gray was 
a pretty modest thing. Hessey assures me that the 
world would not bear it. I have lived to grow into an 
indecent character. When my sonnet was rejected, 
I exclaimed, “ Damn the age 1 I will write for 
Antiquity.” 

Erratum in Sonnet;—Last line but something, for 
‘‘tender,” read tend. The Scotch do not know our 
law terms ; but I find some remains of honest, plain, 
old writing lurking there still. They were not so 
mealy-mouthed to refuse my verses. Maybe ’tis their 
oatmeal. 

Blackwood sent me £20 for the drama. Somebody 
cheated me_ out of it next day; and my new pair of 
breeches, just sent home, cracking at first putting on, I 
exclaimed in my wrath, “ All tailors are cheats, and all 
men are tailors.” Then I was better. C. L. 
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Letter CCCLXXX.] January 29, 1829. 

When Mias Ouldcroft (who is now Mrs. Beddome, 
and Bed—dom’d to her) was at Enfield, which she was 
in Summer time, and owed her health to its suns and 
genial influences, she visited (with young ladylike imper¬ 
tinence) a poor man’s cottage that had a pretty baby 
(0 the yearnling!) gave it fine enps and sweetmeats. 
On a day, broke into the parlour our two maids uproarious. 
“ 0 ma’am, who do you think Miss Ouldcroft (they pro¬ 
nounce it Holcroft) has been working a cap for?” “A 
child,” answered Mary, in true Shandean female simplicity. 
“ ’Tis the man’s child as was taken up for sheep-stealing.” 
Miss Ouldcroft was staggered, and would have cut the 
connexion, but by main force I made her go and take 
her leave of her protdgde. I thought, if she went no 
more, the Abactor or the Abactor’s wife (vide Ainsworth) 
would suppose she had heard something, and I have 
delicacy for a sheep-stealer. The overseers actually 
overhauled a mutton pie at the Baker’s (his first, last, 
and only hope of mutton pie,) which he never came to 
eat, and theiuje inferred his guilt. Per occasionem ciyus, 
I framed the sonnet; observe its elaborate construction. 
I was foiu- days about it. 

• THE GYPSY’S MALISON. 

“ Suck, baby, suck ! mother’s love grows by giving. 

Drain the sweet founts that only thrive by wasting; 

Black manhood comes, when riotous guilty living 
Hands thee the cup that shall be death in tasting. 

Kiss, baby, kiss ! Mother’s lips shine by kisses. 

Choke the wann breath that else would fall in blessings ; 

Black Manliood comes, when turbulent guilty blisses 
Tend thee the kiss that poisons ’mid caressiugs. 

Hang, baby, hang! mother’s love loves such forces, . 

Strain the fond neck that bends still to thy clinging ; 

Black manhood comes, when violent lawless courses 
Leave thee a spectacle in rude air swinging.” 

So sang a wither'd Sybil energetical, 

And bann’d the ungiving door with lips prophetical. 
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Barry, study that sonnet. It is curiously and per¬ 
versely elaborate. ’Tis a choking subject, and therefore 
the reader is directed to the structure of it. See you '1 
and was this a fourteener to be rejected by a trumpery 
annual? Forsooth, 'twould shock all mothers ; and may 
all mothers, who would so be shocked, bed-domd! as if 
mothers wore such sort of logicians as to infer the future 
hanging of their child from the theoretical hangibility (or 
capacity of being hanged, if the judge pleases) of every 
infant born with a neck on. Oh B. C.! my whole heart 
is faint, and my whole head is sick (how is it?) at this 
damn’d canting unmasculine age 1 


Lkttkr CCCLXXXL] [1829.] 

The comings in of an incipient conveyancer are not 
adequate to the receipt of three twopenny post nonpaids 
in a week. Therefore, after this, I condemn my stub to 
long and deep silence, or shall awaken it to write to 
Lords. Lest those raptures in this honeymoon of my 
correspondence, which you avow for the gentle person of 
my Nuncio, after passing through certain natural grades, 
as Love, Love and Water, Love with the chill off, then 
subsiding to that point which the Heroic Suitor of his 
wedded dame, the noble-spirited Lord Rimdolph in the 
Play, declares to be the ambition of his passion, a reci¬ 
procation of “complacent kindness,”—should sudderily 
plump down (scarce staying to bait at the mid point of 
indifference, so hungry it is for distaste) to a loathing 
and blank aversion, to the rendering probable such counter 
expressions as this,—“ Damn . that infernal twopenny 
postman ” (words which make the not yet glutted inamo¬ 
rato “ lift up his hands and wonder who can use them.”) 
While, then, you are not ruined, let me assure thee, 0 
thou above the Painter, and next only under Giraldus 
Cambrensis, the most immortal and worthy to be im¬ 
mortal Barry, thy most ingenious and golden cadences do 
take ray fancy mightily. They aie at this identical 
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moment under the snip and the paste of the fairest 
hands (bating chilblains) in Cambridge, soon to bo trans¬ 
planted to Suftblk, to the envy of half of the young ladies 
in Bury. But tell me, and tell me truly, gentle Swain, 
is that Isola Bella a true spot in geographical denomi¬ 
nation, or a floating Delos in thy brain ? Lurks that 
fair island in verity in the bosom of Lake Maggiore, or 
some other with less poetic name, which thou hast 
Cornwallisod for the occasion? And what if Maggiore 
itself bo but a coinage of adaptation ? Of this, pray re¬ 
solve me immediately, for my .^bumoss will be catechised 
on this subject; and how can I prompt her? Lake Leman, 
I know, and Lemon Lake (in a Punch Bowl) I have swum 
in, though those Lymphs be long since dry. But Maggiore 
may be in the moon. Unsphinx this riddle for me, for 
my shelves have no Gazetteer. And mayest thou never 
murder thy father-in-law in the Trivia of Lincoln’s Inn 
New Square Passage, nor afterwards make absurd pro¬ 
posals to the Widow M[ontagu]. But I know you 
abhor any such notions. Nevertheless so did 0-Edipus (as 
Admiral Burney used to call him, splitting the diphthong 
in spite or ignorance) for that matter. 0. L. 


Lkttkr CCCLXXXIL] Fdtruary 2, 1829. 

• Facundissiine Poeta I quanquam istiusmodi epitheta 
oratoribus potiils quam poetis attinere facile scio—tamen, 
facundissime! 

Oommoratur nobiscum jamdiu, in agro Enfeldiense, 
scilicet, leguleius futurus, illustrissimus Martinus Bumeius 
otium agens, negotia nominalia, et officinam clientum 
vacuam, paululum fugiens. Orat, implorat te—nempe, 
Martinus—ut si (qu6d Dii faciant) forth fortunH, absente 
ipso, advenerit tardus cliens, eum certiorem feceris per 
literas hfle missas. Intelligisne ? an me Anglich et 
barbarice ad te hominem perdoctum scribere oportet ? 

C. Agnus. 
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Si status de franco tenemento datur avo, et in oodem 
facto si mediate vel immediate datur hG&redihus vel limre- 
diim corporis dicti avi^ postrema hfec verba sunt Limita- 
tionis non Perquisitionis. 

Dixi. Oarlagnulus. 

To COWDEN OLARKE. 

LetterCCCLXXXIIL] Edmonton, Fdyruary 2, 1829. 

DearCowden—Your books are as the gushing of streams 
in a desert. By the way, you have sent no autobiographies. 
Your letter seems to imply you had. Nor do I want 
any. Cowden, they are of the books which I give away. 
What damn’d Unitarian skewer-souVd things tlie general 
biographies turn out! ** Rank and Talent ” you shall 

have when Mrs. May has done with ’em. Mary likes Mrs. 
Bedinfield much. For me, I read nothing but Asirea 
—it has tiun’d my brain—I go about with a switch 
turn’d up at the end for a crook; and Lambs being too 
old, the butcher tells me, my cat follows me in a green 
ribband. Beclry and her cousin are getting pastoral 
dresses, and then we shall all four go about Arcadising. 
0 cruel Shepherdess! Inconstant, yet fair, and more 
inconstant for being fair 1 Her gold ringlets fell in a 
disorder superior to order 1 Gome and join us. 

I am called the Black Shepherd—you shall be Oowden 
with the Tuft. 

Prosaically, we shall be glad to have you both—or any 
two of you—-drop in by surprise some Saturday night. 

This must go off. 

Loves to Vittoria. 0. L. 

To H. 0. ROBINSON. 

Letter COCLXXXIV.J En/lsld, Fehmuvry 27, 1829. 

Dear R.—Expectation was alert on the receipt of 
your strango-shaped present, while yet undisclosed from 
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its fuse envelope. Some said, ’tis a viol da Gamha^ 
others pronounced it a fiddle; I, myself, hoped it a 
liqueur case, pregnant with eau-de-vie and such odd 
nectar. When midwifed into daylight, the gossips were 
at a loss to pronounce upon its species. Most took it 
for a marrow spoon, an apple scoop, a banker’s guinea 
shovel; at length its true scope appeared, its drift, to 
save the back-bone of my sister stooping to scuttles : a 
philanthropic intent; borrowed, no doubt, from some of 
the Colliers. You save people’s backs one way, and 
break ’em again by loads of obligation. The spectacles 
are delicate and Vulcanian. No lighter texture than 
their steel did the cuckoldy blacksmith frame to catch 
Mrs. Vulcan and the Captain in. For ungalled forehead, 
as for back unbursten, you have Mary’s thanks. Marry, 
for my own pcculium of obligation, ’twas supererogatory. 
A second part of Pamela was enough in conscience. Two 
Pamelas in a house are too much, without two Mr. B.’s 
to reward ’em. 

Mary, who is handselling her new aerial perspectives 
upon a pair of old worsted stockings trod out in Cheshunt 
lanes, sends her love: I, great good-liking. Bid us a 
personal farewell before you see the Vatican. 

Charles Lamb. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCLXXXV.] March 26, 1829. 

Dear B. B.—I send you by desire Darley’s very 
poetical poem. You will like, I think, the novel head¬ 
ings of each scene. ScenicM directions in verse are 
novelties. With it I send a few duplicates^ which are 
therefore of no value to me; and may amuse an idle 
hour. Read “ Christmas ”: ’tis the production of a young 
author, who reads all your writings. A good word from 
you about his little book would be as balm to him. It 
has no pretensions, and makes none. But parts are 
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pretty. In Field’s Appendix turn to a poem called the 
JCangaroo. It is in the best way of our old poets, if J 
mistake not. I have just come from town, where I have 
been to get my bit of quarterly pension; and have 
brought home, from stalls in Barbican, the old “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress” with the prints—Vanity Fair, etc.—now scarce. 
Four shillings. Cheap. And also one of whom I have 
oft heard and had dreams, but never saw in the flesh— 
that is in sheepskin—“The whole theologic works of 

THOMAS AQUINAS.” 

My arms ached with lugging it a mile to the stage ; 
but tlie burden was a pleasure, sucli as old Anchises was 
to the Bhouldera of -d^neas, or the Lady to the Lover in 
old romance, who having to carry her to the top of a 
high mountain (the price of obtaining her,) clambered 
with her to the top, and fell dead with fatigue. 

“ Oh the gloriouB old Schoolmen ! ” 

There must be something in him. Such great names 
imply greatness. Who hath seen Michael Angelo’s 
things—of us that never pilgrimaged to Rome—and yet 
which of us disbelieves his greatness ^ How I will revel 
in his cobw'ebs and subtleties, till my brain spins 1 

N.B. I have writ in the old Hamlet; offer it to 
Mitford in my name, if ho have not seen it. ’Tis woe¬ 
fully below our editions of it. But keep it, if you like. 
(What is M, to me ?) * 

I do not mean tliis to go for a letter, only to apprise 
you that the parcel is booked for you this 25th March, 
1829, from the Four Swans, Bishopsgate. With both 
om* loves to Lucy and A. K. Yours ever, C. L. 


To H. C. ROBINSON. 

Lkttbr CCCLXXXVI.] April 10, 1829. 

Dear Robinson—We are afraid you will slip from us 
from England without again seeing us. It would be 
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charity to come and see me. I have these three days 
been laid up with strong rheumatic pains, in loins, back, 
shoulders. I shriek sometimes from the violence of 
them. I get scarce any sleep, and the consequence is, I 
am restless, and want to change sides as I lie, and I can¬ 
not turn without resting on my hands, and so turning 
all my body all at once, like a log with a lever. While 
this rainy weather lasts, I have no hope of alleviation. 
I have tried flannels and embrocation in vain. Just at 
the hip joint the pangs sometimes are so excruciating, 
that I cry out. It is as violent as the cramp, and far 
more continuous. I am ashamed to whine about these 
complaints to you, who can ill enter into them; but 
indeed they are sharp. You go about, in rain or fine, 
at all hours, without discommodity. I envy you your 
immunity at a time of life not much removed from my 
own. But you owe your exemption to temperance, 
which it is too late for me to pursue. I, in my lifetime, 
have had my good things. Hence my frame is brittle— 
yours strong as brass. I never knew any ailment you 
had. You can go out at night in all weathers, sit up all 
hours. Well, I don’t want to moralise; I only wish to 
say that if you are inclined to a game at double-dumby, 
I would try and bolster myself in a chair for a rubber 
or 80 . My days are tedious, but less so, and less painful 
than my nights. May you never know the pain and 
difficulty I have in writing so much! Mary, who is 
most kind, joins in the wish. C. Lamk. 


LE'rrRR CCCLXXXVIL] ApHl 17, 1829. 

I do confess to mischief. It was the subtlest dia¬ 
bolical piece of malice heart of man has contrived. I 
have no more rheumatism than that poker. Never was 
freer from all pains and aches. Every joint sound, to 
the tip of the ear from the extremity of the lesser toe. 
The report of thy torments was blown circuitously here 
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from Bury. I could not resist the jeer. I conceived 
you writhing when you should just receive my congratu¬ 
lations. How mad you’d be! Well, it is not in my 
method to inflict pangs. I leave that to Heaven : but 
in the existing pangs of a friend I have a share. His 
disquietude crowns my exemption. I imagine you howl¬ 
ing, and pace across the room, shooting out my free arms, 
legs, etc., this way and that way, with an assurance of 
not kindling a spark of pain from them. I deny that 
Nature meant us to sympathise with agonies. Those 
face-contortions, retortions, distortions have the merriness 
of antics. Nature meant them for farce—not so pleasant 
to the actor, indeed; but Grimaldi cries when we laugh, 
and ’tis but one that suffers to make thousands rejoice. 

You say that shampooing is ineffectual; but, 'per se, 
it is good, to show the introvolutions, extravolutions, of 
which the animal frame is capable—to show what the 
creature is receptible of, short of dissolution. 

You arc worst of nights, an’t you? You never was 
rack’d, was you? I should like an authentic map of 
those feelings. 

You seem to have the flying gout. You can scarcely 
screw a smile out of your face, car you? I sit at 
immunity and sneer ad libitum. ’Tis now the time for 
you to make good resolutions. I may go on breaking 
’em for anything the worse I find myself. Your doctor 
seems to keep you on the long cure. Precipitate healings* 
are never good. Don’t come while you are so bad; I 
shan’t be able to attend to your throes and the dumby at 
onca I should like to know how slowly the pain goes 
off. But don’t write, unless the motion will bo likely to 
make your sensibility more exquisite. 

Your afiectionate and tnily healthy friend, 

0. Lamb. 

Mary thought a letter from me might amuse you in 
your torment. 
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To GEORGE DYER. 

Letter CCCLXXXVHL] Enfield, ApHl 29, 1829. 

Dear Dyer—As well as a bad pen can do it, I must 
thank you for your friendly attention to the wishes of 
our young friend Emma, who was packing up for Bury 
when your sonnet arrived, and was too hurried to express 
her sense of its merits. I know she will treasure up that 
and your second communication among her choicest 
rarities, as from her grandfathcE» friend, whom not 
having seen, she loves to hear talked of. The second 
letter shall be sent after her, with our first parcel to 
Suffolk, where she is, to us, alas dead and Bury’d; we 
sorely miss her. Should you at any hour think of four 
or six lines, to send her, addressed to lierself simply, 
naming her grandsire, and to wish she may pass through 
life as much respected, with your own G. Dyer at the 
end, she would feel rich indeed, for the nature of an 
Album asks for verses that have not been in print before ; 
but this quite at your convenience : and to be less trouble 
to yourself, four lines would be sutficient. Enfield has 
come out in summer beauty. Come when you will and 
we will give you a bed. Emma has left hers, you know. 
I remain, my dear Dyer, your affectionate friend, 

Charles Lamb. 

To WALTER WILSON. 

Letter OCCLXXXIX.] May 28, 1829. 

Dear W.—Introduce this, or omit it, as you like. 
I think I wrote better about it in a letter to you from 
India H. If you have that, perhaps out of the two I 
could patch up a better thing, if you’d return both. But 
I am very poorly, and have been harassed with an illness 
of my sister’s. 

The Ode was printed in the New TxTnes nearly the 
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end of 1825, and I have only omitted some silly lines, 
call it a corrected copy. 

Yours ever, C. Lamb. 

Put my name to cither, or both, as you like. 

Walter Wilson, Esq., 

Burnett llou.so, 

Near Bath, Somersetshire. 

To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Letter CCCXC.] [Summer 1829.] 

At midsummer, or soon after (I will let you know the 
previous day), I will take a day with you in the purlieus 
of my old haunts. No olTcnce has been taken, any more 
than meant. My house is full at present, but empty of 
its chief pride. She is dead to me for many months. 
But when I see you, then I will say, Come and see me. 
Witli undiminished friendship to you both. 

Your faithful, but queer, C. L. 

How you frighted me! Never write again, “ Cole¬ 
ridge is dead,” at the end of a line, and tamely come in 
with, “ to his friends ” at the beginning of another. Love 
is quicker, and fear from love, than the transition ocular 
from line to line. 

To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCXCI.] July d, 1829. 

Dear B. B.—I am very much grieved indeed for the 
indisposition of poor Lucy. Your letter found me in 
domestie troubles. My sister is again taken ill, and I 
am obliged to remove her out of the house for many 
weeks, I fear, before I can hope to have her again. I 
have been very desolate indeed. My loneliness is a little 
abated by our young friend Emma having just come here 
for her holidays, and a schoolfellow of hers that was, 
with her. Still the house is not the same, though she 
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is the same. Mary had been pleasing herself with the 
prospect of seeing her at this time; and with all their 
company, tlio liouse feels at times a fiightful solitude. 
May you and 1 in no very long time have a more cheer¬ 
ful theme to write about, and congratulate upon a 
daughter’s and a sister’s peiTeet recovery. Do not be long 
without tolling me how Lucy goes on. I have a right 
to call her by her quaker-name, you know. Emma knows 
that I am writing to you, and begs to be remembered to 
you with thankfulness for your ready contribution. Tier 
album is filling apace. But of her contributors, one, 
almost the flower of it, a most amiable young man and 
late acquaintance of mine, has been carried off by con¬ 
sumption, on return from one of the Azores islands, to 
which he went with hopes of mastering the disease, came 
back improved, went back to a most close and confined 
counting-house, and relapsed. His name was Dibdin, 
grandson of the songster. 

To get out of home themes, have you seen Southey’s 
Dialogues'? His lake descriptions, and the account 
of his library at Keswick, are very fine. But he 
needed not have called up the ghost of More to hold 
the conversations with; which might as well have 
passed between A and B, or Caius and Lucius. It is 
making too free with a defunct Dhaucellor and Martyr. 

I feel as if I had nothing farther to write about. O I 
forget the prettiest letter I ever read, that I have received 
from “ Pleasures of Memory ” Rogei\s, in acknowledgment 
of a sonnet I sent him on the loss of his brother. 

It is too long to transcribe, but I hope to show it you 
some day, as I hope some time again to see you, when all 
of us are well. Only it ends thus : “ We were nearly of 
an age; he was the elder. He was the only person in 
the world in whose eyes I always appeared young*” 
I will now take my leave with assuring you that I am 
most interested in hoping to hear favourable accounts 
from you. With kindest regards to A. K. and you, yours 
truly, 0. L. 
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EnfieM Cliaae Side, Saturday, 

Lkttrk CCOXCII.] ‘ mh of July, /v.d. 1829, 11 a.m. 

Thfire !—a fuller, plumper, juicier date never dropt 
from Idiimcan palm. Am I in the date-\y<i case now ? If 
not, a for dates, which is more than a date is worth. 

I never stood much affected to these limitary specialities ; 
least of all, since the date of my Bupcraiinuation. 

“ Wliat have I with titiio to do ? 

Slaves of de.sks, 'twas meant for you.” 

Dear B. B.—Your handwriting has conveyed much 
pleasure to me in report of Lucy’s restoration. Would 
I could send you as good news of my poor Lucy. But 
some wearisome weeks I must remain lonely yet. I have 
had the loneliest time, near ten weeks, broken by a short 
apparition of Emma for her holidays, whose departure 
only deepened the returning solitude, and by ten days I 
have passed in town. But town, with all niy native hanker¬ 
ing after it, is not what it was. The streets, the shops 
are left; but all old friends are gone ! And in London 
I was frightfully convinced of this as I passed houses and 
places, empty caskets now. I have ceased to care almost 
about anybody. The bodies I cared for are in graves, 
or dispersed. My old clubs, that lived so long and 
nourished so steadily, arc crumbled away. When I took 
leave of our adopted young friend at Charing Cross, ’twas* 
heavy unfeeling rain, and I had nowhere to go. Home 
have I none, and not a sympathising house to turn to in 
the great city. Never did the waters of heaven pour 
down on a forlorner head. Yet I tried ten days at a 
sort of friend’s house, but it was largo and straggling,— 
one of the individuals of my old long knot of friends, card- 
players, pleasant companions, that have tumbled to pieces, 
into dust and other things; and I got home on Thursday, 
convinced that I was better to get home to my hole at 
Enfield, and hide like a sick cat in my corner. Less 
than a month I hope will bring home Mary. She is at 
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Fulham, looking better in her health than ever, but sadly 
rambling, and scarce showing any pleasure in seeing me, 
or curiosity when I should come again. But the old 
feelings will come back again, and we shall drown old 
sorrows over a game of picquet again. But ’tis a tedious 
cut out of a life of 64, to lose 12 or 13 weeks every year 
or two. And to make me more alone, our ill-tempered 
maid is gone, who, with all lier airs, was yet a liome- 
piece of furiiituie, a record of better days. The young 
thing that lias succeeded her is good and attentive, but 
she is nothing. And I have no one here to talk over 
old matters with. Scolding and quaiTclling have some¬ 
thing of familiarity, and a community of interest; they 
imply acquaintance ; they are of resentment, which is of 
the himily of dearness. 

I can neither scold nor quarrel at this insignificant 
implement of household services; she is less than a cat, 
and just better than a deal dresser. What 1 can do, and 
do over-do, is to walk; but deadly long are the days, 
these Summer all-day days, with but a half-hour’s candle¬ 
light, and no fire-light. I do not write, tell your kind 
inquisitive Eliza, and can hardly read. In the ensuing 
Blachwood will be an old rejected farce of mine, which 
may be new to you, if you see that same medley. What 
things are all the magazines now ! I contrive studiously 
not to see them. The popular New Monthly is perfect 
trash. Poor Hessey, I suppose you see, has failed; Hunt 
and Clarke too. Your “Vulgar Truths” will be a good 
name; and I think your prose must please—me at least. 
But ’tis useless to write poetry with no purchasers. 
'Tis cold work authorship, w'ithout something to puff one 
into fashion. Could you not write something on Quaker¬ 
ism, for Quakers to read, but nominally addressed to 
Non-Quakers, explaining your dogmas—waiting on th§ 
Spirit—by the analogy of human calmness and patient 
waiting on the judgment? I scarcely know what I 
mean, but to make Non-Quakers reconciled to your 
doctrines, by showing something like them in mere human 
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operations; but I hardly understand myself; so let it 
pass for nothin'^. I pity you for over-work; but T assure 
you, no work is worse. The mind preys on itself, the 
most unwholesome food. I bra^^ed formerly that I 
eould tmt have too mueh time. I have a surfeit. 
With few years to come, the days are wearisome. But 
weariness is not eternal. Something will shine out to 
take the load off that flags me, whieh is at present 
intolerable. I have killed an hour or two in this poor 
scrawl. I am a sanguinary murd(!rer of time, and would 
kill him ineh-mcal just now. But the snake is vital. 
Well: I shall write merrier anon. ’Tis the present copy 
of my countenance I send, and to complain is a little 
to alleviate. May you enjoy yourself as far as the 
wicked wood will lot you, and think that you are not 
quite alone as I am ! Health to Lucia, and to Anna, 
and kind remembrances. 

Your forlorn, C, L. 

To SAMIJBL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

Lkttru COCXOIIL] Tuesday, 1829. 

My dear Coleridge—With pain and grief, I must 
entreat you to excuse us on Thursday. My head, though 
externally correct, has had a severe concussion iii my 
long illness, and the very idea of an engagement hanging 
over for a day or two, forbids my rest, and I get up 
miserable. I am not well enough for company. I do 
assure you, no other thing prevents my coming. I 
expect hXeld and his brothers this or to-morrow evening, 
and it worries me to death that I am not ostensibly ill 
enough to put ’em off. I will get better, when I shall 
hope to see your nephew. He will come again. Mary 
joins in best love to the Gillmans. Do, I earnestly 
entreat you, excuse me. I assure you, again, that I am 
not fit to go out yet. 

Yours (though shattered), C. Lamb. 
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To 0. A. ELTON. 

India House 

(to inhieh yhice all letters addressed 
to C. L. commonly come), 

Letter CCCXCTV.] Auyust V2, 1829. 

My dear Sir—You have overwhelmed me with your 
favours. I have received positively a little library 
from Baldwyu’s. I do not know how T have deserved 
such a bounty. 

We have been up to the ear in classics ever since 
it came. I have been ^'reatly pleased, but most, I think, 
with the Hesiod,—the Titan battle quite amazed me. 
Gad, it was no chikbs play—and then the homely 
aphorisms at the end of the works—how adroitly you 
have turned them ! Can he be the same Hesiod who 
did the Titans 1 the latter is— 

“-wine 

Which to madness does incline.” 

But to read the Days and Weeks is like eating nice 
brown bread, homely sweet and nutritive. Apollonius 
was new to me : I had confounded him with the conjuror 
of that name. Medea is glorious; but I must give 
up Dido. She positively is the only Fine Lady of 
Antiquity : her courtesy to the Trojans is altogether queen¬ 
like. Eneas is a most disagreeable person : Ascanius a 
pretty young ma.ster. Mezentius for my money—his 
dying speech shames Turpin—not the Archbishop, but 
the roadster of that name, I mean. 

I have been ashamed to find how many names of 
classics (and more than their names) you have introduced 
me to, that before I was ignorant of. 

Your comnuendation of Master Chapman arrideth me. 
Can any one read the pert, modern, Frenchified notes, etc., 
in Pope’s translation, and contrast them with solemn 
weighty prefaces of Chapman, writing in full faith, as he 

VOL. II. R 
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evideutly does, of the plenary inspiration of his author— 
worshipping his meanest scraps and relics as divine—with¬ 
out one sceptical misgiving of their authenticity, and doubt 
which was the properest to expound Homer to his country¬ 
men 1 Reverend Chapman ! you have read his hymn to 
Pan (the Homeric)—why, it is Milton’s blank verse 
clothed with rhyme ! Paradise Lost could scarce lose, 
could it be so accoutred. 

I shall die in the belief that he has improved upon 
Homer, in the Odyssey in particular—the disclosure of 
Ulysses of himself to Alcinous—his previous behaviour at 
the song of the stern strife arising between Achilles and 
liimself (how it raises him above the Iliad Ulysses !)— 
but you know all these things quite as well as I do. 
But what a deaf ear old 0. would have turned to the 
doubters in Homer’s real personality! He apparently 
believed all the fables of Homer’s birth, etc. etc. 

Those notes of Bryant have caused the greatest 
disorder in my brain-pan. Well, I will not flatter when 
I say tliat we have had two or three long evenings’ good 
reading out of your kind present. 

I will say nothing of the tenderest parts in your 
own little volume, at the end of such slatternly scribble 
as this, but indeed they cost us some tears. I scrawl on 
because of interruptions every moment. You guess how 
it is in a busy office—papers thrust into your hand when 
your hand is busiest—and every anti-classical disavocatibn. 

C. A. Elton, Esq., 

Clifton, Bristol. 


To Mr. SERJEANT TALFOURD. 

Lkttke CCCXCV.] [1829.] 

Dear Talfourd—You could not have told me of a 
more friendly thing than you have been doing. I am 
proud of my namesake. I shall take care never to do 
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any dirty action, pick pockets, or anyhow get myself 
hanged, for fear of reflecting ignominy upon your young 
Ohrisom. I have now a motive to be good. I shall not 
omnu moriar ;—my name borne down the black gulf of 
oblivion. 

I shall survive in eleven letters, five more than Caesar. 
Possibly I shall come to be knighted, or more ! Sir C. 
L. Talfoui d, Bart. ! 

Yet hath it an authorish twang with it, which will 
wear out my name for poetry. Give him a smile from 
me till I see him. If you do not drop down before, some 
day in the week after next I will come and take one night’s 
lodging with you, if convenient, before you go hence. 
You shall name it. We are in town to-morrow spedaii 
gratid^ but by no arrangement can get up near you. 
Believe us both, with greatest regards, yours and Mrs. 

Talfourd s. Charles Lamb-Philo-Talfourd. 

1 come as near it as 1 can. 


To Mr. GILLMAN. 

Letter CCCXOVI.] Chojse Side, Enfield, October 26, 1829. 

Dear Gillman—AUsop brought me your kind message 
yesterday. How can I account for having not visited 
-Highgate this long tirael Change of place seemed to 
have changed me. How grieved I was to hear in what 
indififerent health Coleridge has been, and I not to know 
of it! A little school divinity, well applied, may be 
healing. I send him honest Tom of Aquin ; that was 
always an obscure great idea to me : I never thought oi* 
dreamed to see him in the flesh, but t’other day I rescued 
him from a stall in Barbican and brought him off in 
triumph. He comes to greet Coleridge’s acceptance, for 
his shoe-latchets I am unworthy to unloose. Yet there 
are pretty pro’s and con’s, and such unsatisfactory 
learning in him. Commend me to the question of 
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etiquette — “ utmim mirmndatio dehuervt fieri per 
angc/um*’ --Qu(p(tt. 30, Arliculns 2. I protest, till now 
I had thought Gabriel a fellow of Home, mark and liveli¬ 
hood, not a simple esquire, as I find him. Well, do not 
break your lay brains, nor I ncitlicr, with these curious 
nothings. They are nuts to our dear friend, whom 
hoping to see at your first friendly hint that it will be 
convenient, I end with begging our very kindest loves to 
Mrs. Gillman. We have had a sorry house of it here. 
Our spirits have been reduced till we were at hope’s end 
what to do. Obliged to quit this house, and afraid to 
engage another, till in extremity, I took the desperate 
resolve of kicking house and all down, like Bunyan’s 
pack ; and here we are in a new life at board and lodging 
with an honest couple our neighbours. Wo have ridded 
ourselves of the cares of dirty acres; and the change, 
though of less than a week, has had the most beneficial 
effects on Mary already. She looks two years and a 
half younger for it. But we have had sore trials. 

God send us one happy meeting I—Yours faithfully, 

G. Lamb. 


To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Lkttbb CCCXCVII.] [October 1829.] 

Dear Fugueist, 

or hear’st thou rather 
Contrapuntist ?— 

We expect you four (as many as the table will hold 
without squeezing) at Mrs. Westwood’s Table d’Hote on 
Thursday. You will find the White House shut up, and 
us moved under the wing of the Pheenix, which gives us 
friendly refuge. Beds for guests, marry, we have none, 
but cleanly accomodings at the Crown and Horse-Shoe. 
Yours harmonically, C. L. 

Vincentio (what, ho!) Novello, a Squire, 

66, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
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To WALTER WILSON. 

Letter OCCLXCVIII.] Enfield, Novemher 1829. 

My dear Wilson- --I have not opened a packet of 
unknown contents for many years that gave me so much 
pleasure as when I disclosed your three volumes. I 
have given them a careful perusal, and they have taken 
their degree of classical books upon my shelves. Do Roe 
was always my darling; but what darkness was I in as 
to far the larger port of his writings ! I have now an 
epitome of them all. I think the way in which you 
have done the “Life” the most judicious you could have 
jiitched upon. You have made him tell his own story, 
and your comments are in keeping with the talc. Why, 

I never heard of such a work as the Review. Sti’ange 
that in my stall-hunting days I never so much as lit 
upon an odd volume of it. This circumstance looks as 
if they were never of any great circulation. But I may 
have met with ’em, and not knowing the prize, overpast 
’em. I was almost a stranger to the whole history of 
Dissenters in those reigns, and picked my way through 
that strange book the “ Consolidator ” at random. How 
affecting are some of his personal appeals! What a 
machine of projects he set on foot! and following writers 
hj^ve picked his pocket of the patents. I do not under¬ 
stand whereabout^ in “ Roxana ” he himself left off. I 
always thought the complete-tourist-sort of description of 
the town she passes through on her last embarkation 
miserably unseasonable and out of place. I knew not 
they were spurious. Enlighten me as to where the 
apocryphal matter commences. I, by accident, can 
correct one A. D., “Family Instructor,” vol. ii. 1718; 
you say his first volume had then reached the fourth' 
edition; now I have a fifth, printed for Eman Matthews, 
1717. So have I plucked one rotten date, or rather 
picked it up where it had inadvertently fallen, from your 
flourishing date tree, the Palm of Engaddi. I may take 
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it for my pains. I think yours a book which every 
public library must have, and every English scholar should 
liave. I am sure it has enriched my meagre stock of the 
author’s works. I seem to he twice as opulent Mary 
is by my side, just finishing the second volume. It must 
have interest to divert her away so long from her modern 
novels. Colburn will be quite jealous. I was a little 
disappointed at my “ Ode to the Treadmill ” not finding 
a place, but it came out of time. The two papers of 
mine will puzzle the reader, being so akin. Odd, that 
never keeping a scrap of my own letters, with some 
fifteen years’ interval I should nearly have said the same 
things. But I shall always feel happy in having my 
name go down anyhow with De Foe’s, and that of his 
historiographer. I promise myself, if not immortality, 
yet diuternity of being read in consequence. We have 
both had much illness this year; and feeling infirmities 
and fretfulness grow upon us, we have cast off the cares 
of housekeeping, sold oflf our goods, and commenced 
boarding and lodging with a very comfortable old couple 
next door to where you found us. We use a sort of 
common table. Nevertheless, we have reserved a private 
one for an old friend; and when Mrs. Wilson and you 
revisit Babylon, we shall pray you to make it yours for a 
season. Our very kindest remembrances to you both. 

From your old friend and fellmo^oumalisty now m 
two instances^ C. Lamb. 

Hazlitt is going to make your book a basis for a 
review of De Foe’s Novels in the “ Edinbro’.” I wish I 
liad health and spirits to do it. Hone I have not seen, 
but I doubt not he will be much pleased with your per¬ 
formance. I very much hope you will give us an account 
of Dunton, etc. But what I should more like to see 
would be a Life and Times of Bunyan. Wishing health 
to you, and long life to your healthy book, again I 
subscribe me. 

Yours in verity, 


0. L. 
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To Mr. GILLMAN. 

Letter CCCXOIX.] November 30, 1829. 

Dear G.—The excursionists reached home, and the 
good town of Enfield, a little after four, without slip or 
dislocation. Little has transpired concerning the events 
of the back-jouimey, save that on passing the house of 
’Squire Mellish, situate a stone-bow’s cast from the 
hamlet. Father Westwood, with a good-natured wonder¬ 
ment, exclaimed, “ I cannot think what is gone of Mr. 
Mellish’s rooks. I fancy they have taken flight some¬ 
where, but T have missed them two or three years 
past.” All this while, according to his fellow-traveller’s 
report, the rookery was darkening the air above with 
undiminished population, and deafening all ears but his 
with their cawings. But Nature has been gently with¬ 
drawing such phenomena from the notice of two of Thomas 
Westwood’s senses, from the time he began to miss the 
rooks, T. Westwood has passed a retired life in this 
hamlet, of thirty or forty years, bving upon the minimum 
which is consistent with gentility, yet a star among the 
minor gentry, receiving the bows of the tradespeople, and 
courtesies of the alms-women, daily. Children venerate 
him not less for his external show of gentry, than they 
wonder at him for a gentle rising endorsation of the 
person, not amounting to a hump, or if a hump, innocuous 
as the hump of the buffalo, and coronative of as mild 
qualities. ’Tis a throne on which patience seems to sit,— 
the proud perch of a self-respecting humility, stooping 
with condescension. Thereupon the cares of life have 
sate, and rid him easily. For ho has thrid the anguituz 
domiU with dexterity. Life opened upon him with com¬ 
parative brilliancy. He set out as a rider or traveller 
for a wholesale house, in which capacity he tells of many 
hair-breadth escapes that befell him; one especially, how 
he rode a mad horse into the town of Devizes; how 
horse and rider arrived in a foam, to the utter consterna- 
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tion of the expostulating hostlers, inn-keepers, etc. It 
seems it was sultry weather, piping hot; the steed 
tormented into frenzy with gad-flies, long past being 
road-worthy; hut safety and the interest of the house 
he rode for were incompatible things; a fall in serge 
cloth was expected, and a mad entrance they made of it. 
Wliether the exploit was purely voluntary, or partially; 
or whether a certain personal detiguration in the man 
part of this extraordinary centaur (non-assistive to 
partition of natures) might not enforce the conjunction, I 
stand not to inquire. 1 look not with ’skew eyes into 
the deeds of heroes. The hosier that was burnt with his 
shop, in Field Lane, on Tuesday night, shall have past to 
heaven for mo like a Marian Martyr, provided always 
that he consecrated the fortuitous incremation with a 
short ejaculation in the exit, as much as if he had taken 
his state degrees of martyrdom in formd in the market 
vicinage. There is adoptive as well as acquisitive 
sacrifice. Be the animus what it might, the fact is 
indisputable, that this composition was seen flying all 
abroad, and mine host of Daintry may yet remember 
its passing through his town, if his scores are not more 
faithful than his memory. After this exploit (enough 
for one man), Thomas Westwood seems to have subsided 
into a less hazardous occupation : and in the twenty-fifth 
year of his age we find him a haberdjisher in Bow Lane : 
yet still retentive of his early riding (though leaving it ‘ 
to rawer stomachs), and Christmasly at night sithcnce to 
this last, and shall to his latest Christinas, hath he, doth 
he, and shall he, tell after supper the story of the insane 
steed and the desperate rider. Save for Bedlam or 
Luke’s no eye could have guessed that melting day what 
house he rid for. But he reix)se8 on his bridles, and 
after the ups and downs (metaphoric only) of a life 
behind the counter—hard riding sometimes, I fear, for 
poor T. W.—with the scrapings together of the shop, and 
<me anecdote^ he hath finally settled at Enfield; by hard 
economising, gardening, building for himself, hath reared 
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a inaiif^ioii; married a daughter; qualified a son for a 
counting-house; gotten the re8})eet of high and low; 
served for self or substitute the greater parish offices; 
hath a special voice at vestries ; ;irid, domiciliating us, 
hath refiected a portion of his house-keeping respectability 
upon your humble servants. We are greater, being his 
lodgers, than when we were substantial renters. Tlis 
name is a passport to take off the sneers of the native 
Enfielders against obnoxious foreigners. AVe are en¬ 
denizened. Thus much of T. Westwood have I thought 
fit to acquaint you, that you may see the exemplary 
reliance upon Providence M^ith which I entriistt^d so dear 
a charge as my own sister to the guidance of a man 
that rode the mad horse into Devizes. To come from his 
heroic character, all the amiable qualities of domestic life 
concentre in this tamed Bellcrophon. He is excellent 
over a glass of grog; just jis pleasant without it; laughs 
when he hears a joke, and when (which is much oftener) 
he hears it not; sings glorious old sea-songs on festival 
nights ; and but uj)on a slight acquaintance of two years, 
Coleridge, is as dear a deaf old man to us as old Korris 
(rest his soul!) was after fifty. To him and his scanty 
literature (what there is of it,sowri^]?)have we down from the 
metropolis and its damn’d annualists, reviewers, authors, 
and the whole muddy ink press of that stagnant pool. 

Now, Gill man again, you do not know the treasure of 
the Fullers. I calculate on having massy reading till 
Christmas. All I want here is books of the true sort, 
not those things in boards that moderns mistake for 
books, what they club for at book-clubs. 

I did not mean to cheat you with a blank side, but 
my eye smarts, for which I am taking medicine, and 
abstain, this day at least, from any aliments but milk- 
porridge, the innocent taste of which I am anxious to 
renew after a half-century’s disacquaintance. If a blot 
fall here like a tear, it is not pathos, but an angry eye. 

Farewell, while my spedlla are sound. 

Yours and yours, C. Lamb. 
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Letter COCO.] { Decemher ] 1829. 

Pray trust me with the “ Church History,” as well as 
the “ Worthies.” A moon shall restore both. Also give 
me back “ Him of Aquinum.” In return you have the 
light of my countenance. Adieu. 

F.S .—A sister also of mine comes with it. A son of 
Nimshi drives her. Their driving will have been furious, 
impassioned. Pray God they have not toppled over 
the tunnel! I promise you I fear their steed, bred out 
of the wind without father, semi-Melchisedecish, hot, 
phaetontic. From my country lodgings at Enfield. 

0. L. 


Letter CCCOI. 1 [December] 

Dear Gillmon—Pray do you, or S. T. C., immediately 
write to say you have received back the golden works of 
the dear, fine, silly old angel, which I part from, bleeding, 
and to say how the Winter has used you all. 

It is our intention soon, weather permitting, to come 
over for a day at Highgate; for beds we will trust to the 
Gate-House, should you be full; tell me if we may come 
casually, for in this change of climate there is no naming 
a day for walking. With best loves to Mrs. Gillmau, etc. 
^ Yours, mopish, but in health, 0. Lamb. • 

I shall be uneasy till I hear of Fuller’s safe arrival. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Leiter CCOCIL] December 8, 1829. 

My dear B. B.—You are very good to have been 
uneasy about us, and I have the satisfaction to tell you 
that we are both in better health and spirits than we 
have been for a year or two past; I may say than we 
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have been since we have been at Enfield. The cause 
may not appear quite adequate, when I tell you that 
a course of ill-health and spirits brought us to the 
determination of giving up our house here, and we are 
boarding and lodging with a worthy old couple, long 
inhabitants of Enfield, where everything is done for us 
without our trouble, further than a reasonable weekly pay¬ 
ment. We should have done so before, but it is not easy 
to flesh and blood to give up an ancient establishment, 
to discard old Penates, and from house keepers to turn 
house shanu-s. {N.B, We are not in the workhouse.) 
Diocletian, in his garden, found more repose than on the 
imperial seat of Romo; and the nob of Charles the Fifth 
ached seldoiner under a monk’s cowl than under the 
diadem. With such shadows of assimilation we coun 
tenance our degradation. With such a load of dignified 
cares just removed from our shoulders, we can the more 
imderstand and pity the accession to yours, by the 
advancement to an assigneeship. I will tell you honestly, 
B. B., that it has been long my deliberate judgment that 
all bankrupts, of whatsoever denomination, civil or reli¬ 
gious, ought to be hanged. The pity of mankind has 
for ages run in a wrong channel, and has been diverted 
from poor creditors—(how many I have known sufferers ! 
Hazlitt has just been defrauded of £100 by his bookseller- 
friends breaking)—to scoundrel debtors. I know all 
the topics—that distress may come upon an honest man 
without his fault; that the failure of one that he trusted 
was his calamity, etc. Then let hoth bo hanged. 0 how 
careful it would make traders 1 These are my deliberate 
thoughts, after many years’ experience in matters of trade. 
What a world of trouble it would have saved you, if 
Friend * * * * had been immediately hanged, without 
benefit of clergy, which (being a Quaker I presume) he 
could not reasonably insist upon. Why, after slaving 
twelve months in your assign-business, you will be enabled 
to declare 7d. in the pound in all human probability. 
B. B., he should be hanged. Trade will never re-flourish 
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iu thifci hind till such a law is established. 1 write bipj, 
not to save ink but eyes, mine having been troubled with 
reading through three folios of old Fuller in almost as 
few days, and I went to bed last night in agony, and am 
writing with a vial of eye-water before me, alternately 
(lipping in vial and inkstand. This may inflame my zeal 
against bankrupts, but it was my speculation when I 
could sec better. Half the world’s misery (Eden else) is 
owing to want of money, and all that want is owing to 
bankrupts. I declare I would, if the state wanted practi 
tioners, turn hangman myself, and should have great 
pleasure in hanging the first bankrupt after my salutary 
law should be established. I have seen no Annuals, and 
wish to see none. I like your fun upon them, and was 
(|uite pleased with Bowles’s sonnet. Hood is, or was, at 
Bi'ighton; but a note (prose or rhyme) to him, Robert 
Street, Adelphi, I am sure, would extract a copy of hiSf 
which also I have not seen. Wishing you and yours all 
health, I conclude while those frail glasses are to me— 
eyes. 0. JU 


To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

Letter CCOGTIl T January 22, 1830, 

And is it a year since we parted from you at the steps 
of Edmonton stage 1 There are not now the yeare that 
there used to be. The tale of the dwindled age of men, 
reported of successional mankind, is tme of the same man 
only. We do not live a year in a year now. ’Tis a 
puncium Stans. The seasons pass us with indifference. 
Spring cheers not, nor Winter heightens our gloom; 
Autumn hath foregone its moralities,—they are “ hey-pass 
repass,” as in a show-box. Yet, as far as last year occurs 
back,—for they scarce show a reflex now, they make no 
memory as heretofore,—^twas sufficiently gloomy. Let 
the sullen nothing pass. Suffice it, that after sad spirits, 
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prolonged through many of its months, as it called them, 
we have cast our skins; have taken a farewell of the 
pompous, troublesome trifle, called housekeeping, and 
are settled down into poor boarders and lodgers at next 
door with an old couple, the Baucis and Baucida of dull 
Enfield. Hero we have nothing to do with our victuals 
but to eat them • with the garden but to see it grow 
with the tax-gatherer but to hear him knock; with the 
maid but to hear her scolded. Scot and lot, butcher, 
baker, are things unknown to us, save as Ri)ectators of the 
pageant. We are fed we know not how ; quietists—con¬ 
fiding ravens. We have otiumpro diff7utate, a respectable 
insignificance. Yet in the self-condemned obliviousness, in 
the stagnation, some molesting yearnings of life, not quite 
killed, rise, prompting me that there was a London, and 
that I was of that old Jerusalem. In dream.s I am in 
Fleet Market, but I wake and cry to sleep again. I die 
hard, a stubborn Eloisa in this detestable Paraclete. 
What have I gained by health 1 Intolerable dulness. 
What by early hours and moderate meals ? A total blank. 
0 nevw let the lying poets be believed, who ’tice men 
from the cheerful haunts of streets, or think they mean 
it not of a country village. In the ruins of Palmyra I 
could gird myself up to solitude, or muse to the snorings 
of the Seven Sleepers ; but to liave a little teazing image 
of a town about one; country folks that do not look like 
country folks ; shops two yards sqiiare, half-a-dozen apples, 
and two penn’orth of overlooked ginger-bread, for the lofty 
fruiterers of Oxford Street; and, for the immortal book 
and print stalls, a circulating library that stands still, 
where the show-picture is a last year’s Valentine, and 
whither the fame of the last ten Scotch novels has not yet 
travelled,—(marry, they just begin to be conscious of the 
Redgauntlet .*)—to have a new plastered flat church, and 
to be wishing that it was but a cathedral! The very 
blackguards here are degenerate; the topping gentry^ stock¬ 
brokers ; the passengers too many to insure your quiet, or 
let you go about whistling or gaping, too few to be the 
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fine indifferent pageants of Fleet Street. Confining, room- 
keeping, thickest Winter, is yet more bearable here than 
the gaudy months. Among one’s books at one’s fire by 
candle, ono is soothed into an oblivion that one is not in the 
country; but with the light the green fields return, till I 
gaze, and in a calenture can plunge myself into St. Giles’s. 
0 lot no native Londoner imagine that health, and rest, 
and innocent occupation, interchange of converse sweet, and 
recreative study, can make the country anything better 
than altogether odious and detestable! A garden was 
the primitive prison, till man, with Promethean felicity 
and boldness, luckily sinned himself out of it. Thence 
followed Babylon, Nineveh, Venice, London, haberdashers, 
goldsmiths, taverns, playhouses, satires, epigrams, puns,— 
these all came in on the town part, and the thither side 
of innocence. Man found out inventions. From my den 
I return you condolence for your decaying sight; not for 
anything there is to see in the country, but for the miss 
of the pleasure of reading a London newspaper. The 
poets are as well to listen to; anything high may, nay 
must, bo read out; you read it to yourself with an 
imaginary auditor; but the light paragraphs must be glid 
over by the proper eye; mouthing mumbles their gos- 
samei’y substance. ’Tis these trifles I should mourn in 
fading sight. A newspaper is the single gleam of comfort 
I receive here ; it comes from rich Cathay with tidings of 
mankind. Yet I could not attend to it, read out by the 
most beloved voice. But your eyes do not get worse, I 
gather. O for the collyrium of Tobias inclosed in a 
whiting’s liver, to send you with no apocryphal good 
wishes ! The last long time I heard from you, you had 
knocked your head against something. Do not do so; 
for your head (I do not flatter) is not a knob, or the top 
of a brass nail, or the end of a nine pin,—unless a 
Vulcanian hammer could fairly batter a ** Recluse ” out of 
it; then would I bid the smirched god knock and! knock 
lustily, the two-handed skinker. Mary must squeeze out 
a line proprid manu^ but indeed her fingers have been 
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incorrigibly nervouB to letter writing for a long interval. 
’Twill please you all to hear, that though I fret like a lion 
in a net, her present health and spirits are better tlian 
they have been for some time past. She is absolutely 
three years and a half younger, as I toll her, since we 
have adopted this boarding plan. 

Our providers are an honest pair, Dame W[eBtwood] 
and her husband. He, when the light of prosperity 
shined on them, a moderately thriving haberdasher, within 
Bow bells, retired since with something under a compe¬ 
tence ; writes himself parcel gentleman ; hath home parish 
oflQces; sings fine old sea songs at threescore and ten ; 
sighs only now and then when ho thinks that hu has a son 
on his hands, about fifteen, whom he finds a difficulty in 
getting out into the world, and then checks a sigh with 
muttering, as I once heard him prettily, not meaning to 
be heard, I have married my daughter, however takes 
the weather as it comes; outsides it to town in severest 
season ; and o’ winter nights tells old stories not tending to 
literature (how comfortable to author-rid folks !), and has 
one an^dote^ upon which and about forty pounds a year 
he seems to have retired in green old age. It was how 
he was a rider in his youth, travelling for shops, and once 
(not to balk his employer’s bargain) on a sweltering day 
in August, rode foaming into Dunstable upon a mad horse, 
to the dismay and expostulatory wonderment of innkeepers, 
hstlers, etc., who declared they would not have bestrid 
the beast to win the Derby. Understand, the creature 
galled to death and desperation by gad-flies, cormorant¬ 
winged, worse than beset Inachus’s daughter. This he 
tells, this he brindles and burnishes on a Winter’s eve ; 
’tis his star of set glory, his rejuvenescence, to descant 
upon. Far from me be it {dii avertant) to look a gift 
story in the mouth, or cruelly to surmise (as those who 
doubt,the plunge of Ourtius) that the inseparate coir- 
juncture of man and beast, the centaur-phenomenon that 
staggered all Dunstable, might have been the effect of un¬ 
romantic necessity; that the horse-part carried the reason- 
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ing, willy nilly ; that needs must when such a devil drove; 
that certain spiral configurations in the frame of T[homas] 
W[e8twood] unfriendly to alighting, made the alliance 
more forcible than voluntary. Let him enjoy his fame 
for me, nor lot me hint a whisper that shall disinount 
Bellerophon. But in case he was an involuntary martyr, 
yet if in the fiery conflict ho buckled the soul of a constant 
haberdasher to him, and adopted his flames, let accident 
and him share the glory. You would all like Thomas 
Westwood. How weak is painting to describe a man ! 
Say that he stands four feet and a nail high by his own 
yard measure, which, like the sceptre of Agamemnon, shall 
never sprout again, still you have no adequate idea; nor 
when I tell you that liis dear hump, whi(;h I have favoured 
in the picture, seems to mo of the buftalo—indicative and 
repository of mild qualities, a budget of kindnesses—still 
you have not the man. Knew you old Norris of the 
Temple f sixty years ours and our father’s friend 1 He 
was not more natural to us than this old W., the acquaint¬ 
ance of scarce more weeks. Under his roof now ought I 
to take my rest, but that back-looking ambition'tells me 
I might yet be a Londoner I Well, if we ever do move, 
we have incumbrances the less to impede us; all our 
furniture has faded under the auctioneer’s hammer, going 
for nothing, like the tarnished frippery of the prodigal, 
and we have only a spoon or two left to bless us. Clothed 
we came into Enfield, and naked we must go out of it. 
I would live in London, shirtless, bookless. Henry 
Orabb is at Rome; advices to that effect have reached 
Bury. But by solemn legacy he bequeathed at parting 
(whether he should live or die) a turkey of Su&)lk to 
be sent eveiy succeeding Christmas to us and divers 
other friends. What a genuine old bachelor’s action 1 I 
fear he will find the air of Italy too classic. His station 
is in the Harz forest; his soul is be-Goethed. Miss Kelly 
we never “ see; Talfourd not this half-year: the latter 
flourishes, but the exact number of his children (God for¬ 
give me!) I have utterly forgotten. We single people are 
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often out in our count there. Shall I say two? We 
see scarce anybody. Can I cram loves enough to you all 
in this little 0 ? Excuse particularising. 0. L. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCCIV.] February 25, 1880. 

Dear B. B.—To reply to you by return of post, 1 
must gobble up my dinner and despatch this in proprid 
persemA to the oflBice, to be in time. So take it from me 
hastily, that you are perfectly welcome to furnish A. 0. 
with the scrap, which I had almost forgotten writing. 
The more my character comes to be known, the less my 
veracity will come to be suspected. Time every day clears 
up some suspected narrative of Herodotus, Bruce, and 
others of us great travellers. Why, that Joseph Paice 
was as real a person as Joseph Hume, and a great deal 
pleasanter. A careful observer of life, Bernard, has no 
need to invent. Nature romances it for him. Dinner 
plates rattle, and I positively shall incur indigestion by 
carrying it half concocted to the post-house. Let me 
congratulate you on the Spring coming in, and do you in 
return condole with me on the Winter going out. When 
the old one goes, seldom comes a better. I dread the 
prospect of Summer, with his all-day-long days. No need 
of his assistance to make country places dull. With fire 
and candle-light I can dream myself in Holborn. With 
lightsome skies shining in to bed-time I can not. This 
Mesech, and these tents of Kedar—I would dwell in the 
skirts of Jericho rather, and think every blast of the 
coming-in mail a ram’s horn. Give me old London at 
fire and j)lague times, rather than these tepid gales, healthy* 
country air, and purposeless exercise. 

Leg of mutton absolutely on the table. 

Take our hasty loves and short farewell. 

VOL. II. 


0. L. 
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To Mrs. HAZLITT. 


Letter CCCCV.] March 4, 1830. 

Dear Sarah—I was meditating to come and see you, 
but I am unable for the walk. We are both very unwell, 
and under aflliction for poor Emma, who has had a very 
dangerous brain fever, and is lying very ill at Bury, from 
whence I expect a summons to fcbdi her. We are very 
sorry for your confinement. Any books I have are at your 
service. I am almost, I may say quite sure, that letters to 
India pay no postage, and may go by the regular Post 
Office, now in St. Martin’s le Grand. I think any receiv¬ 
ing house would take them. I wish I could confirm your 
hopes about Dick Norris. But it is quite a dream. Some 
old Bencher of his surname is made Treamrer for the year, 
I suppose, which is an annual office. Norris was Sub- 
Treasurer, quite a different thing. They were pretty well 
in the Summer; since when we have heard nothing of 
them. ^ 

Mrs. Reynolds is better than she has been for years. 
She is with a disagreeable woman that she has taken a 
mighty fancy to, out of spite to a rival woman she used 
to live and quarrel with. She grows quite /at, they tell 
me, and may live as long as I do, to be a tormenting rent- 
charge to my diminished income. We go on pretty com¬ 
fortably in our new place. I will come and have a talk 
with you when poor Emma’s affair is settled, and will 
bring books. At present I am weak, and could hardly 
bring my legs home yesterday after a much shorter stroll 
than to Northaw, Mary has got her bonnet on for a 
short expedition. May you get better, as the Spring 
comes on. She sends her best love 

With mine. C. L. 

Mrs. Hazlitt, 

Mrs. Tomlinson’s, 

Northaw, near Potter's Bar, Herts. 
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To Rev, JAMES GILLMAN. 

Lktteib CCCCVI.] March 8, 1830. 

My dear G.—Your friend Battin (for I knew him 
immediately by the smooth satiuity of his style) must 
excuse me for advocating the cause of his friends in Spital- 
fields. The fact is, I am retained by the Norwich 
people, and have already appeared in their paper under 
the signatures of “Lucius Sergius,” “Bluff,” “Broad- 
Oloth,” “ No-trade-to-the-Wcollen-Trade,” “ .^ti-plush,” 
etc., in defence of druggets and long camblets. And 
without this pre-engagement, I feel I should naturally 

have chosen a side opposite to -, for in the silken 

seemingness of his nature there is that which offends me. 
My flesh tingles at such caterpillars. He shall not crawl 
me over. Let him and his workmen sing the old burthen, 

“ Heigh ho, ye weavers I” 

for any ftid I shall offer them in this emergency. I was 
over St. Luke’s the other day with my friend Tuthill, and 
mightily pleased with one of his contrivances for the 
comfort and amelioration of the students. They have 
double cells, in which a pair may lie feet to feet horizon¬ 
tally, and chat the time away as rationally as they can. 
Iff must certainly be more sociable for them these warm 
raving nights. The right-hand truckle in one of these 
friendly recesses, at present vacant, was preparing, I un¬ 
derstood, for Mr. Irving. Poor follow 1 it is time he 
removed from Pentonville. I followed him as far as to 
Highbury the other day, with a mob at his heels, calling 
out upon Ermigiddon, who I suppose is some Scotch 
moderator. He squinted out his favourite eye last Friday, 
in the 4^17 of possession, upon a poor woman’s shoulders 
that was crying matches, and has not missed it. The 
companion truck, as far as I could measure it with my 
eye, would conveniently fit a person about the length of 
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Coleridge, allowing for a reasonable drawing up of the 
feet, not at all painful. Does he talk of moving this 
quarter 1 You and I have too much sense to trouble our¬ 
selves with revelations; marry, to the same in Grook 
you may have something professionally to say. Tell C. 
that he was to come and see us some fine day. Let it be 
before he moves, for in his new quarters ho will necessarily 
be confined in his conversation to his brother prophet 
Conceive the two Rabbis foot to foot, for there are no 
Gamaliels there to afi'ect an humbler posture! All are 
masters in that Patmos, where the law is perfect equality; 
Latmos I should rather say, for they will be Luna’s twin 
darlings; her affection will be ever at the full. Well; 
keep your brains moist with gooseberry this mad March, 
for the devil of exposition seeketh dry places. 

0. L. 


To WILLIAM AYRTON. 

V 

Letter 0000 VII.] Mr, Westwood's, Chase Side, Enfield, 

Ma/rch 14, 1880. 

My dear Ayrton—Your letter, which was only not 
BO pleasant as your appearance would have been, has revived 
some old images,—Phillips (not the Colonel), with his 
few hairs bristling up at the charge of a revoke, whidi 
he declares impossible ; the old Captain’s significant nod 

over the right shoulder (was it not?); Mrs. B-’s 

determined questioning of the score, after the game was 
absolutely gone to the d—1; the i)lain but hospitable 
cold boiled-beef suppers at sideboard : all which fancies, 
redolent of middle age and strengthful spirits, come across 
us ever and anon in this vale of deliberate senectitude, 
ycleped Enfield. 

You imagine a deep gulf between you and m; and 
there is a pitable hiatus in kind between St. James’s 
Park and this extremity of Middlesex. But the mere 
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distance in turnpike roads is a tride. IPhc roof of a 
coach swings you down in an hour or two. We have a 
sure hot joint on a Sunday ; and when, had we better ? 

I suppose you know that ill health has obliged us to give 
up housekeeping; but we have an asylum at the very 
next door (only twenty-four inches further from town, 
which is not material in a country expedition), where a 
table (VliUe is kept for us, without trouble on our parts, 
and we adjourn after dinner, when one of the old world 
(old friends) drops casually down among us. Come and 
find us out; and seal our judicious change with your 
approbation, whenever the whim bites, or the sun prompts. 
No need of announcement, for we are sure to be at 
home. 

I keep putting off the subject of my answer. In truth 
I am not in spirits at present’ to see Mr. Murray on such 
a business; but pray offer him my acknowledgments, and 
an assurance that I should like at least one of his pro¬ 
positions, as I have so much additional matter for the 
Specimens as might make two volumes in all; or one 
(new cSition), omitting such better-known authors as 
Beaumont and Fletcher, Jonson, etc. 

But we are both in trouble at present. A very dear 
young friend of ours, who passed her Christmas holidays 
here, has been taken dangerously ill with a fever, from 
^hich she is very precariously recovering, and I expect a 
summons to fetch her when she is well enough to bear the 
journey from Bury. It is Emma Isola, with whom we 
got acquainted at oui- first visit to your sister at Cam¬ 
bridge, and she has been an occasional inmate with us 
(and of late years much more frequently) over since. 
While she is in this danger, and till she is out of it, and 
here in a probable way to recovery, I feel that I have no 
spirits for an engagement of any kind. It has been a* 
terriblo shock to us ; therefore I beg tliat you will make 
my handsomest excuses to Mr. Murray. 

Our very kindest loves to Mrs. A. and the younger A.’8. 

Your unforgotten, C. Lamu. 
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To Mrs. WILLIAMS. 

Letfer CCCCVIII.] Enfield, April 2, 1830. 

Dear Madam—I have great pleasure in letting you 
know Miss Isola has suffered very little from fatigue on 
her long journey. I am ashamed to say that I came 
home rather the more tired of the two; but I am a very 
unpractised traveller. We found niy sister very well in 
health, only a little impatient to see her; and after a few 
hysterical tears for gladness, all was comfortable again. 
We arrived here from Epping between five and six. 

The incidents of our journey were trifling, but you 
bade us tell them. We had then in the eoach a rather 
talkative gentleman, but very civil all the way ; and took 
up a servant maid at Stortford going to a sick mistress. 
To the latter a participation in the hospitalities of your 
nice rusks and sandwiches proved agreeable, as it did to 
my companion, who took merely a sip of tl )0 weakest wine 
and water with them. The former engaged me* in a dis¬ 
course for full twenty miles, on the probable advantages 
of steam carriages, which, being merely problematical, I 
bore my part in with some credit, in spite of my totally 
un-engineer-like faculties. But w’hen, somewhere about 
Stanstead, he put an unfortunate question to me, as to 
“ the probability of its turning out a good turnip seasofi’,” 
and when I, who am still less of an agriculturist than a 
steam philosopher, not knowing a turnip from a potato 
ground, innocently made answer, “ I believe it depends 
very much upon boiled legs of mutton,” my unlucky reply 
set Miss Isola a laughing to a degree that disturbed her 
tranquillity for the only moment in our journey. I am 
afraid my credit sank very low with my other fellow- 
traveller, who had thought he had met witli, a well- 
informed inusengefy which is an accident so desirable in 
a stage coach. We were rather less communicative, but 
still friendly, the rest of the way. 
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How 1 employed myself between Epping and Enfield, 
the poor verses in the front of my paper may inform you, 
which you may please to christen an Acrostic in a Cross 
Road,” and which I wish were worthier of the lady they 
refer to; but I trust you will plead my pardon to her on 
a subject so delicate as a lady’s good name. Your candour 
must acknowledge that they are written straight. And 
now, dear Madam, I have left myself liardly space to 
express my scn.>e of tlie friendly reception I found at 
Fornham. Mr. Williams will tell you that we had the 
pleasure of a slight meeting with him on the road, where 
I could almost have told him, but that it seemed un¬ 
gracious, that such had been your hospitality, that I 
scarcely missed the good master of the family at Fornham, 
though heartily I should have rejoiced to have made a 
little longer acquaintance wi^h him. I will say nothing 
of our deeper obligations to both of you, because I think 
we agreed at Fornham that gratitude may be over¬ 
exacted on the part of the obliging, and over-expressed 
on the part of the obliged person. 

My* sister and Miss Isola join in respects to Mr. 
Williams and yourself. Miss Isola will have the pleasure 
of writing to you next week, and we shall hope at your 
leisure to hear of your own health, etc. 

I am, dear Madam, with great respect, your obliged 

Charles Lamb. 


Letter CCCCIX.] Enfield^ Good Friday, 1830, 

Dear’ Madam—I do assure you that your verses gratified 
me very much, and my sister is quite proud of them. 
For the first time in my life I congratulated myself upon 
the shortness and meanness of my name. Had it been 
Schwartzenberg or Esterhazy, it would have put you to 
some puzzle. I am afraid I shall sicken you of acrostics, 
but this last was written to orde)\ I beg you to have 
inserted in your county paper something like this adver¬ 
tisement : “ To the nobility, gentry, and others, about 
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Bury.—0. Lamb respectfully informs his friends and the 
public in general, that he ia leaving off business in the 
acrostic line, as he is going into an entirely new line. 
Rebuses and Charades done as usual, and upon the old 
terms. Also, Epitaphs to suit the memory of any person 
deceased.” 

I thought I had adroitly escaped the rather unpliablc 
name of “ Williams,” curtailing your poor daughters to 
their proper surnames; but it seems you would not let 
me off so easily. If these trifles amuse you, I am paid. 
Though really ’tis an operation too much like—“ A, apple- 
pie ; B, bit it.” To make amends, I request leave to 
lend you the “ Excursion,” and to recommend, in par¬ 
ticular, the “ Churchyard Stories,”—in the seventh book, 
I think. They will strengthen the tone of your mind 
after its weak diet on acrostics. 

Miss Isola is writing, and will tell you that we are 
going on very comfortably. Her sister is just come. 
She blames my last verses, as being more written on Mr. 
Williams than on yourself; but how should I have parted 
whom a Superior Power has brought together ? I*beg you 
will jointly accept of our best respects, and pardon your 
obsequious if not troublesome correspondent, C. L. 

P.S .—I am the worst folder-up of a letter in the 
world, except certain Hottentots, in the land of Caffre, 
who never fold up their letters at all, writing very badly 
upon skins, etc. 

To ROBERT SOUTHEY. 

Letter COCCX.] May 10, 1830. 

Dear Southey—My friend Hone, whom you would 
like /or a friend^ I found deeply impressed with your 
generous notice of him iu your beautiful Life of B^inyan^ 
which I am just now full of. He has written to you for 
leave to publish a certain good-natured letter. I write not 
this to enforce his request, for we are fully aware that the 
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refusal of such publication would be quite consistent with 
all that is good in your character. Neither he nor I 
expect it from you, nor exact it; but if you would consent 
to it, you would oblige me by it, as well as him. He is 
just now in a critical situation : kind friends have opened 
a coffee-house for him in the City, but their means have 
not extended to the purchase of coffee-pots, credit for 
Reviews, newspapers, and other paraphernalia. So I am 
sitting in the skeleton of a possible divan. What right 
I have to interfere, you best know. Look on me as a dog 
who went once temporarily insane, and bit you, and now 
begs for a crust. Will you set your wits to a dog 1 

Our object is to open a subscription, which my friends 
of the Times are most willing to forward for him, but 
think that a leave from you to publish would aid it. 

But not an atom of re8pe(?t or kindnc'^s will or shall it 
abate in either of us if you decline it. Have this strongly 
in your mind. 

Those Every-Day and Table Books will be a treasure 
a hundred years hence, but they have failed to make 
Hone’s* fortune. 

Here his wife and all his children are about me, gaping 
for coflfee customers; but how should they come in, seeing 
no pot boiling! 

Enough of Hone. I saw Coleridge a day or two since. 
He has had some severe attack, not paralytic; but if I had 
not heard of it I should not have found it out. He looks, 
and especially speaks, strong. How are all the Words¬ 
worths and all the Southeys ? whom I am obliged to you if 
you have not brought up haters of the name of C. Lamb. 

P.8 .—I have gone lately into the acrostic line. I find 
genius (such as I had) declines with me, but I get clever. 
Do you know anybody that wants charades, or such things, 
for Albums ? I do ’em at so much a sheet. Perhaps an 
epigram (not a very happy-gram) I did for a school-boy 
yesterday may amuse. I pray Jove he may not get a 
flogging for any false quantity; but ’tis, with one exception. 
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the only Latin verses I have made for forty years; and I did 
it “to order.” 

CUIQIIK SUUM. 

Adsciscit sibi divitias ot opos alienas 

Fur, rapitiiis, wpolians quod iiiihi, quodqiie tibi, 

Propriutii ci at, touineuH liaeo verl)a, nieurnquc tuumque ; 

Oninu auuiii eat: tandem ciiique suuin ti ibuit: 

Diit resti collum ; vestes, vali ! e.arnitici dat ; 

Beso Diabolo : sic hone, Cuiqiu; suuin. 

I write from Hone’s; therefore Mary cannot send her 
love to Mrs. 8oiithey, but I do. 

Yours ever, C. L. 

To Mr. MOXON. 

LKTTiCR COCO XI.] May 12, 1830. 

Dear M.—I dined with your and my Rogers, at Mr. 
Cary’s, yesterday. Cary consulted me on the proper 
bookseller to olfer a lady’s MS. novel to. I said I would 
write to you. But I wish you would call on the translator 
of Dante, at the British Museum, and talk with him. 
He is the pleasantest of clergymen. I told hipi of all 
Rogers’s handsome behaviour to you, and you are already 
no stranger. Go 1 I made lingers laugh about your 
Nightingale Sonnet, not having heard one. ’Tis a good 
sonnet, notwithstanding. You shall have the books 
shortly. 0. L. 

To Dr. ASBURY. 

Letter CCCCXIL] [ifay 1830.] 

Dear Sir—Some draughts and boluses have been 
brought here which we conjecture were meant for the 
young lady whom you saw tliis morning, though they are 
labelled for 

Miss ISOLA LAMB. 

No such person is known on the Chase Side, an^ she is 
fearful of taking medicines which may have been made 
up for another patient. She begs me to say that she 
was bom an hola and christened Emma, Moreover 
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that Bhc is Italian by birth, and that her ancestors were 
from isola iJclla (Fair Island) in the kin;;dom of Naples. 
She has never changed her name and rather mournfully 
adds that she has no prospect at present of doing so. 
She is literally I. SOLA, or single, at present. Therefore 
she begs that the obnoxious monosyllable may be omittefl 
on Aiture Phials,—an innocent syllable enough, you’ll say, 
but slic has no claim to it. It is the bitterest pill of the 
seven you have sent her. When a lady loses her good 
narn(‘, what is to become of her? Well she must swallow 
it as well as she can, but begs the dose may not be repeated. 

Yours faithfully, Charles Lamb (not Isola). 

To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Lkttkii CCOCXIII. ] • Friday, IS30. 

Dear Novcllo—Mary hopes you have not forgot you 
are to spend a day with us on Wednesday. That it may 
be a long one, cannot you secure places now lor Mrs. 
Novell^, yourself, and the Clarkes? We have just table- 
room for four. Five make my good landlady fidgety ; 
six, to begin to fret; seven, to approximate to fever-point. 
Put, seriously, we shall prefer four to two or three. We 
shall have from half-past ten to six, when the couch goes 
off, to scent the country. And pray write novj, to say 
^ou do so come, for dear Mrs. Westwood else will be on 
the tenters of incertitude. C. L. 

Vincent Novello, Esq., 

66, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. 

To Mr. hone. 


Lettkii CCCCXl V . 1 May 21, 1830. 

Dqgr Hone—I thought you would be jdeasod to seh 
this letter. Pray, if .you have time, to call on Novello, 
No. 66, Great Queen St. I am anxious to learn whether 
he received his Album I sent on Friday by our nine o’clock 
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morning stage. If not, beg him inquire at the Old Bell^ 
Holborn. Ohakles Lamb, 

Southey will see in the Times all we proposed omitting 
is omitted. 

To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

Letter CCCCXV.] Mny 18.30. 

Dear N.—Pray write immediately to say “The book 
has come safe.” I am anxious, not so much for the 
autographs, as for that bit of the hair-brush. I enclose 
a cinder whicli belonged to Shield, when he was poor, 
and lit his own fires. Any memorial of a great musical 
genius, I know, is acceptable; and Shield has his merits, 
though dementi, in my opinion, is far above him in the 
Sostenuto. Mr. Westwood desires his compliments, and 
begs to present you with a nail that came out of Jomelli’s 
coffin, who is buried at Naples. 0. Lamb. 

To Mrs. HAZLITT. 

Letter CCOOXVI.] May 24,' 1830. 

Mary’s love 1 Yes. Mary Lamb is quite well. 

Enfield, Saturday. 

Dear Sarah—I found my way to Northaw on Thurs¬ 
day, and saw a very good woman behind a counter, who 
says also that you are a very good lady. I did not accept 
her offered glass of wine (home-made, I take it), but 
craved a cup of ale, with which I seasoned a slice of cold 
lamb, from a sandwich box, which I ate in her back- 
parlour, and proceeded for Berkharapstead, etc.; lost my¬ 
self over a heath, and had a day’s pleasure. I wish you 
could walk as I do, and as you used to do. I am sorry 
to find you are so poorly; and, now 1 have found my way, 
I wish you back at Goody Tomlinson’s. What a.pretty 
village ’tis ! I should have come sooner, but was waiting a 
summons to Bury. Well, it came; and I found the good 
parson’s lady (he was from home) exceedingly hospitable. 
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Poor Emma, the first moment we were alone, took mo 
into a corner, and said, “ Now, pray, don’t drink; do check 
yourself after dinner, for my sake, and when we get home 
to Enfield you shall drink as much as ever you please, 
and I won’t say a word about it.” How I behaved, you 
may guess, when I tell you that Mrs, Williams and I 
have written acrostics on each other, and she hoped that 
she should have “ no reason to regret Miss Isola’s recovery, 
by its depriving Iter of our begun corresj)ondence.” Emma 
Stayed a month with us, and has gone back (in tolerable 
health) to her long home, for she cornea not again for a 
twelvemonth. I amused Mrs. Williams with an occur¬ 
rence on our road to Enfield. We travelled with one of 
those troublesome fellow-passengers in a stage coach, that 
is called a well-inform’d man. For twenty miles wc 
discoursed about the propertied of steam, probabilities of 
carriage by ditto, till all my science, and more than all, 
was exhausted, and I was thinking of escaping my torment 
by getting up on the outside, when, getting into Bishops 
Stortford, my gentleman, spying some farming land, put 
an unluftky question to me: “ What sort of a crop of 

turnips do you think we shall have this year ? ” Emma’s 
eyes turned to me, to know what in the world I could 
have to say ; and she burst into a violent fit of laughter, 
maugre her pale, serious checks, when, with the greatest 
gravity, I replied, that “ it depends, I believe, upon boiled 
iSgs of mutton.” This clenched our conversation; and 
my gentleman, with a face half wise, half in scorn, troubled 
us with no more conversation, scientific or philosophical, 
for the remainder of our journey. Ayrton was here yes¬ 
terday, and as learned to the full as my fellow-traveller. 
What a pity that he will spoil a wit and a devilish pleasant 
fellow (as he is) by wisdom. He talked on music, and 
by having read Hawkins and Buimey recently, I was 
enablecV to talk of names, and show more knowledge than 
he had suspected I possessed; and in the end he begged 
me to shape my thoughts upon paper, which I did after 
he was gone, and sent him. 
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FREE THOUGHTS ON SOME EMINENT COMPOSERS. 

Some cry up Hayrtii, some Mozart, 

Just as the whim biles. For my part, 

I do not care a farthing candle 

For either of thorn, or for Handel, etc. 

Martin Burney is as good and ns odd as ever. We 
had a dispute about the word heir/' which I contended 
was pronounced like “air.” He said that might be in 
common parlance; or that we iniglit so use it, speaking 
of the “ Heir at Law,” a comedy; but that in the law 
courts it was necessary to give it a full aspiration, and to 
say Hayer; he thought it might even vitiate a cause, if 
a counsel pronounced it otherwise. In conclusion, he 
“would consult Serjeant Wilde;” who gave it against 
him. Sometimes he falleth into the water; sometimes 
into the fire. He came down here, and insisted on reading 
Virgil’s “ Eneid ” all through with me (which he did,) 
because a Counsel must know Latin. Another time he 
read out all the Gospel of St. John, because Biblical 
quotations are very emphatic in a Court of Justice. A 
third time he would carve a fowl, which he did very ill- 
favouredly, because “ we did not know how indispensable 
it was for a barrister to do all those things well—those 
little things were of more consequence than we supposed.” 
So he goes on, harassing about the way to prosperity, and 
losing it; with a long head, but somewhat a wrong one—^ 
harum-scarum. Why does not his guardian angel look to 
him ? He deserves one : may be, he has tired him out. 

I am tired with this long scrawl, but I thought in 
your exile you might like a letter. Commend me to all 
the wonders in Derbyshire; and tell the devil T humbly 
kiss my—hand to him. 

Yours ever, 0. Lamb. 

London, May 24, 1830. ” 

Mrs. Uaziitt, 

Mr. Iiroomhcad*s, 

St, Anne’s Square, Buxton. 
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Lrtter cocoxVII.J J<me 3, 1830. 

Dear Sarah—I named your thought about William 
to his father, who expressed such horror and aversion to 
the idea of his singing in public, that I cannot meddle in 
it directly or indirectly. Ayrton is a kind fellow ; and if 
you chuse to consult him by letter, or otherwise, he will 
give you the be.st advice, 1 am sure, very readily. 1 have 
no doubt that M. Burney's objection to interfering was 
i>he sante mth mine. With thanks for your pleasant long 
letter, which is Jiot that of an invalid, and sympathy for 
your sad sufFerings, 

I remain, in haste, Yours truly. 

[No Signature.] 

Mary’s kindest love. 

Mrs. Hazlitt, at Mr. Brooiiihead’s, 

St. Anne’s Stpiare, Buxton. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letteu CCCCXVIll. ] Enfield , Jtine 17, 1830. 

I hereby impower Matilda Hone to superintend daily 
the putting into the twopenny post the Times newspaper 
of the day before, directed “ Mr. Lamb, Enfield,” which 
shall be held a full and sufficient direction; the said 
insertion to commence on Monday morning next. And I 
do engage to pay to William Hone, Coffee and Hotel Man, 
the quarterly sum of £1, to be paid at the ordinary Quarter 
days, or thereabout, for the reversion of the said paper, 
commencing with the 24th inst., or Feast of John the 
Baptist; the intervening days to be held and considered 
as nothing. 0. Lamb. 

Viv^t Coffee, Coffee-potque! 

Mr. Hone, 

Coffee-house and Hotel, 

18, Gracechurch Street, TiOndon. 
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To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter CCCCXIX.] JuTie 28, 1830. 

Dear B. B.—Coiild you dream of my publishing 
without sending a copy to you? You will find some¬ 
thing new to you in the volume, particularly the 
translations. Moxon will send to you the moment it 
is out. He is the young poet of Christmasy whom the 
Author of the “Pleasures of Memory” has set up in 
tlio book-vending business with a volunteer’d lonn of 
£500. Such munificence is rare to an almost stranger ; 
but Rogers, I am told, has done many good-natured 
things of this kind. 

I need not say how glad to see A. K. and Lucy 
we should have been,—and still shall be, if it be 
practicable. Our direction is Mr. Westwood’s, Chase 
Side, Enfield j but alas I know not theirs. We can 
give them a bed. Coaches come daily frojn the Bell, 
Hoi born. 

You will see that I am worn to the poetical dregs, 
condescending to acrostics, which are nine fathom beneath 
album verses; but they were written at the request of 
the lady where our Emma is, to whom I paid a visit iii 
April to bring home Emma for a change of air after 
a severe illness, in which she had been treated like a 
daughter by the good Parson and his whole family. 
She has since returned to her occupation. I thought 
on you in Suffolk, but was forty miles from Wood- 
bridge. I heard of you the other day from Mr. 
Pulham of the India House. 

Long live King William the IVth ! 

S. T. C. says we have had wicked kings, foolish kings, 
wise kings, good kings (but few), but never till now have 
we had a blackguard king. 
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Charles the Second was profligate, but a gentlemau. 

I have nineteen letters to dispatch this leisure Sabbath 
for Moxon to send with copies; so you will forgive me 
short measure, and believe me, 

Yours ever, C. Tj. 

Tray do let us see your Quakeresses if possible. 


To WILLIAM HONE. 

Letfer CCCOXX.J July 1, 1830. 

Pray let Matilda keep my newspapers till you hear 
from me, as we are meditating a town residence, 

C. Lamb. 

Let her keep them as the apple of her eye. 

Mr. Hone, 

13, Gi'ttcechuroh Street. 


To Mrs. RICKMAN. 

Letter CCCCXXI.] [Undated, nncl no post-mark.] 

Eujidd [1830]. 

Dear Mrs. Rickman—I beg your acceptance of a little 
Volume, which may amuse either of your young Ladies. 
It pretends to no high flights, and may lie about with 
albums, shells, and such knick nacks. Will you re-give, 
or lend me, by the bearer, the one Volume of Juvenile 
Poetry ? I have tidings of a second at Brighton. If the 
two tally, we may some day play a hand at old Whist, 
irho shall have both. 

With best regards to you all, yours ever, 

C. Lamb. 

Any little commissions in the Book line from Mr. 
VOL. u. T 
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Rickman, or any of your friends, will be most punctually 
attended to by my friend the Publisher. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Lettkk CCCCXXTI.] AngvM 30, 1830. 

Dear B. B.—My address is 34, Southampton Build¬ 
ings, Holborn. For God’s sake do not let me be pester’^! 
witli Annuals. They are all rogues who edit them, and 
something else who write in them. I am still alone, 
and very much out of sorts, and cannot spur up my 
mind to writing. The sight of one of those year books 
makes me sick. I get nothing by any of ’em, not even 
a copy. « 

Ttiank you for your warm interest about my little 
volume, for the critics on which I care the five hundred 
thousandth part of the tythe of a half-farthing. I am 
too old a Militant for that. How noble, tho’, in Robert 
Southey to come forward for an old friend, #ho had 
treated him so unworthily ! 

Moxon has a shop witliout customers, I a book without 
readers. But what a clamour again.st a poor collection 
of Album verses, as if wc had put forth an Epic I I 
cannot scribble a long letter: I 5im, when not on foot, 
very desolate, and take no interest in anything, scafee 
hate anything but Annuals, I am in an interregnum of 
thought and feeling. What a beautiful Autumn morning 
this is, if it was but with me as in times past when the 
candle of the Lord shined round me! I cannot even 
muster enthusiasm to admire the French heroism. In 
better times I hope we may some day meet, and discuss 
an old poem or two. But if you’d have me not sick, no 
more of Annuals. C. L., E\-EIia. 


T-iove to Lucy and A. K. always. 
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To VINCENT NOVELLO. 

LKri’KR CCCOXXIIL] Novembers, 1830. 

Tears are for lighter griefs. Man weeps the doom 
, That seals a single victim to the tomb. 

But when Death riots, when with whelming sway 
Destruction sweeps a family away; 

When Infancy and Youth, a huddled mass, 

All in an instant to oblivion pass, 

And Parent hopes are crush’d ; what lamentation 
Can reach the depth of suc^j a desolation ? 

Look upward, Feeble Ones I look up, and trust, 

That He, who lays this mortal frame in dust, 

Still hath the immortal Spirit in His keeping. 

In Jesus’ sight they are not dead, but sleeping. 

Dcar*N., will these lines dol I despair of better. 
Poor Mary is in a deplorable state here at Enfield. 

Love to all, C. Lamb. 


To Mr, MOXON. 

Letter CCCCXXIV.] November 12, 1830. 

Dear Moxon—I have brought my sister to Enfield, 
being sure that she had no hope of recovery in London. 
Her state of mind is deplorable beyond any example. I 
almost ^ar whether she has strength at her time of life 
ever to get out of it. Here she must bo nursed, and 
neither see nor hear of anything in the world out of her 
sick chamber. The mere hearing that Southey had 
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called at our lodgings totally upset her. Pray see him. 
or hear of him at Mr. Rickman’s, and excuse my not 
writing to him. I dare not write or receive a letter in 
her presence; every little talk so agitates her. Westwood 
will receive any letter for me, and give it me privately. 

Pray assure Southey of my kindliest feelings towards 
him ; and if you do not see him, send this to him. 

Kindest remembrances to your sister, and believe me 
ever yours, 0. Lamb. 

« 

Remember me kindly to the AUsopa, 


To GEORGE DYER. 

Lkiteu CCCCXXV.] ^ December 20, 1830. 

Dear Dyer—I should have written before to thank 
you for your kind letter, written with your own hand. 
It glads us to see your writing. It will give you pleasure 
to hear that after so much illness we are in tolerable 
health and spirits once more. Poor Enfield, ftiat has 
been so peaceable hitherto, luis caught the inflammatory 
fever; the tokens are upon her; and a great fire was 
blazing last night in the barns and haystacks of a farmer, 
about half a mile from us. Where will these things end % 
There is no doubt of its being the work of some ill-dis¬ 
posed rustic; but how is he to be discovered 1 They 
to work in the dark with strange chemical preparations, 
unknown to our forefathers. There is not even a dark 
lantern, to have a chance of detecting these Guy Fauxes. 
We are past the iron age, and are got into the fiery age, 
undreamed of by Ovid. You are lucky in Clifford’s Inn, 
where I think you have few ricks or stacks worth the 
burning. Pray, keep as little corn by you as you can for 
fear of the worst. It was never good times in E^glaod 
since the poor began to speculate upon their condition. 
Formerly they jogged on with as little reflection as horses. 
'Ihe whistling ploughman \vent cheek by jowl with his 
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brother that neighed. Now the biped carries a box of 
phospliorus in his leather breeches, and in the dead of 
night the half-illiiminatcd beast steals his magic potion 
into a cleft in a barn, and half the (country is grinning 
with new fires. Farmer Graystock said something to the 
touchy rustic, that ho did not relish, and he writes his 
distaste in flames. What a power to intoxicate his crude 
brains, just muddlingly awake to perceive that something 
is wrong in the social system,—what a hellish faculty 
•above gunpowder! Now the rich and poor are fairly 
pitted. We shall see who can hang or burn fastest. It 
is not always revenge that stimulates these kindlings. 
There is a love of exerting mischief.’ Think of a disre¬ 
spected clod that was trod into earth, that was nothing, 
on a sudden by damned arts refined into an exterminating 
angel, devouring the fruits of the earth and their growers 
in a mass of fire; what a new existence! What a tempta¬ 
tion above Lucifer’s! Would Clod be anything but a 
clod if he could resist it? Why, here was a spectacle 
last nkht for a whole country, a bonfire visible to London, 
alarming her guilty towers, and shaking the Monument 
with an ague fit, all done by a little vial of phosphor in 
a clown’s fob. How he must grin, and shake his empty 
noddle in clouds 1 The Vulcanian epicure ! Alas ! can 
we ring the bells backward ? Can we unlearn the arts 
that pretend to civilise, and then burn the world ? There 
IS a march of science; but who shall beat the drums for 
its retreat ? Who shall persuade the boor that phosphor 
will not ignite ? Seven goodly stacks of hay, with corn- 
barns proportionable, lie smoking ashes and chaff, which 
man and beast would sputter out and reject like those 
apples of asphaites and bitumen. The food for the in¬ 
habitants of earth will quickly disappear. Hot rolls may 
say, “ Fuimus panes, fuit quartern-loaf, et ingens gloria 
apple-pasty-orum.” That the good old munching system 
may last thy time and mine, good un-incendiary George, 
is the devout prayer of thine, 

To the last crust, 


C. Lamb. 



278 


LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


Letter CCCCXXVL] February 22, 1831. 

Dear Dyer—Mr. Rogers, and Mr. Rogers’s friends, 
are perfectly aasiired that you never intended any harm 
by an innoeent couplet, and that in the revivification of it 
by blundering Barker you had no hand whatever. To 
imagine that at this time of day Rogers broods over a 
fantastic expression of more than thirty years* standing, 
would be to suppose him indulging his ‘‘Pleasures of 
Memory ** with a vengeance. You never penned a lin^ 
which for its own sake you need, dying, wish to blot. 
You mistake your heart if you think you can write a 
lampoon. Your whips are rods of roses. Your spleen 
has ever had for its object vices, not the vicious; abstract 
offences, not the concrete sinner. But you are sensitive, 
and wince as much at the'consciousness of having com¬ 
mitted a compliment, as another man would at the 
perpetration of an affront. But do not lug me into the 
same soreness of conscience with yourself. I maintain, 
and will to the last hour, that I never writ of ^ou but 
con amore ; that if any allusion was made to your near¬ 
sightedness, it was not for the purpose of mocking an 
infirmity, but of connecting it with scholar-like habits: 
for is it not erudite and scholarly to be somewhat near of 
sight before age naturally brings on the malady ? You 
could not then plead the ohrepens senectns. Did I nevt 
moreover make it an apology for a certain absenccy which 
some of our friends may have experienced, when you have 
not on a sudden made recognition of them in a casual 
street-meeting 1 And did I not strengthen your excuse 
for this slowness of recognition, by further accounting 
morally for the present engagement of your mind in 
worthy objects 1 Did I not, in your person, make the 
handsomest apology for absent-of-mind people that was 
ever madel If these things be not so, I never knew 
what I wrote, or meant by my writing, and have been 
penning libels all my life without being aware of it. 
Does it follow that 1 should have exprest myself exactly 
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in the same way of those dear old eyes of yours wow, now 
that Father Time has conspired with a hard task-master 
to put a last extinguisher upon them ? I should as soon 
have insulted the Answerer of Salmasius when he awoke 
up from his ended task and saw no more with mortal 
vision. But you are many films removed yet from 
Milton’s calamity. You write perfectly intelligibly. 
Marry, the letters are not all of the same size or tallness • 
but that only shows your proficiency in the kands^ text, 
•german-hand, court-hand, sometimes law-hand, and affords 
variety. You pen bettor than you did a twelvemonth 
ago ; and if you continue to improve, you bid fair to win 
the golden pen which is the prize at your young gentle¬ 
men’s academy. But you must beware of VaJpy, and 
his printing-house, that hazy cave of Trophonius, out of 
which it was a mercy that you escaped with a glimmer. 
Beware of MSS. and Vari® Lectiones. Settle the text 
for once in your mind, and stick to it. You have some 
years’ good sight in you yet, if you do not tamper with 
it. It is not for you (for us I should say) to go poring 
into Greek contractions, and star-gazing upon slim Hebrew 
points. We have yet the sight 

Of sun, and moon, and star, tbronghout the year, 

And man and woman. 

You have vision enough to discern Mrs. Dyer from the 
other comely gentlewoman who lives up at staircase No. 
5; or, if you should make a blunder in the twilight, 
Mrs. Dyer has too much good sense to be jealous for a 
mere effect of imperfect optics. But don’t try to write 
the Lord’s Prayer, dreed, and Ten Commandments in 
the compass of a half-penny; nor nm after a midge, or a 
mote, to catch it; and leave off hunting for needles in 
bundles of hay, for all these things strain the eyes. The 
snow is six feet deep in some parts here. I must put on 
jack-boots to get at the Post-Office with this. It is not 
good for weak eyes to pore upon snow too much. It lies 
In drifts. I wonder what its drift is; only that it makes 
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good pancakes, remind Mrs. Dyer. It turns a pretty 
green world into a white one. It glares too much for an 
innocent colour methinks. I wonder why you think I 
dislike gilt edges. They set ofl‘ a letter marvellously. 
Yours, for instance, look.H for all the world like a tablet 
of curious hieroglyphics in a gold frame. But don’t go 
and lay this to your eyes. You always wrote hiero- 
glyphically, yet not to come up to the mystical notations 
and coiyuring characters of Dr. Parr. You never wrote 
what I call a schoolmaster’s hand, like Mrs. Clarke; noi-* 
a woman’s hand, like Southey; nor a missal hand, like 
Porson ; nor an all-of-the-wrong-side sloping hand, like 
Miss Hayes; nor a dogmatic, Mede-and-Persian, peremp¬ 
tory hand, like Rickman; but you ever wrote what I call 
a Grecian’s hand; what the Grecians write (or used) at 
Christ’s Hospital; such as Whalley would have admired., 
and Boyer have applauded, but Smith or Atwood (writing- 
masters) would have horsed you for. Your boy-of-genius 
hand and your mercantile hand are various. By your 
flourishes, I should think you never learned to make 
eagles or corkscrews, or flourish the governors’, nabies in 
the writing-school; and by the tenour and cut of your 
letters, I suspect you were never in it at all. By the 
length of this scrawl you will think I have a design upon 
your optics; but I have writ as large as I could, out of 
respect to them ; too large, indeed, for beauty. Mine is 
a sort of deputy Grecian’s hand; a little better, and more 
of a worldly hand, than a Grecian’s, but still remote from 
the mercantile. I don’t know how it is, but I keep my 
rank in fancy still since school-days. I can never forget 
I was a deputy Grecian! And writing to you, or to 
Coleridge, besides affection, I feel a reverential deference 
as to Grecians still. I keep my soaring way above the 
Great Erasmians, yet far beneath the other. Alas 1 what 
am I nowl What is a Leadenhall clerk, or*India 
pensioner, to a deputy Grecian 1 How art thou fallen, 
0 liucifer I Just room for our loves to Mrs. D., etc. 

C. Lamb. 
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To Rev. H. F. CARY. 

Letter CCOOXXVII.] ApHl 18, 1831. 

Dear 0.—I am daily for this week cxi)ectmg Words¬ 
worth, who will not name a day. I have been expecting 
him by months and by weeks; but he has reduced the 
hope within the seven fractions hebdomadal of this heb- 
doma. Therefore I am sorry I cannot see you on Thurs¬ 
day. I think within a week or two I shall be able to 
invite myself some day for a day, but we hermits with 
diflSculty poke out of our shells. Within that ostraceous 
retirement I meditate not unfrequently on you. My 
sister’s kindest remembrances to you both. 0. L. 


To BERNARD BARTON. 

Letter COOOXXVIIL] ApHl 80,1831. 

Vir ®one !—Recepi literas tuas amicissimas, et in men- 
tem venit responsuro mihi, vel raro, vel nunquam, inter 
nos intercedisse Latinara linguam, organum rescribendi, 
loquendive. Epistolse tuse, Plinianis elegantiis (supra 
quod Tremulo deceat) refertse, tarn a verbis Plinianis 
adeo abhorrent, ut ne vocem quamquam (Romanam 
Scilicet) habere videaris, quam “ ad canem,” ut aiunt, 
“rejectare possis.” Forsan desuetude Latinissandi ad 
vemaculam linguam usitandam, plusquam opus sit, coegit. 
Per adagia quaedam nota, et in ore omnium pervulgata, 
ad Latinitatis perditae recuperationem revocare te institui. 

Felis in abaco est, et asgrh videt. 

Omne quod splendet nequaquam aurum putes. 

Imponas equo mendicum, equitabit idem ad diabolum. 

Fuj; commodh a fiire prenditur. 

0 Maria, Maria, valdd oontearia, quomodo crescit 
hortulus tuuB ? 

Nunc m^jora canamus. 
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Thomas, Thomas, de Islington, iixorem diixit die 
nuperft, Dominicjl. Reduxit domum poster^,. Succedenti 
baculum emit. Postridie fcrit illam. iEgrescit ilia 
siibseqiienti. Proxiimt (nempe Veneris) est mortua. 
Plurimum gestiit Thomas, qnhd appropinquanti Sabbato 
elferenda sit. 

Horner qiiidam Johannulus in angiilo sedebat, artocrcas 
quasdam degliitiens. Inseruit pollices, pruna nana 
evellens, et magna voce exclamavit “ Dii boni, qukm 
bonus puer fio ! ” ' 

Diddle-diddle-dumkins! mens unicus filius Johannes 
cubitum ivit, integria braccis, caligS, unS, tantum, indutus. 
Diddle-diddle, etc. Da Capo. 

Hie adsum saltans Joannula. Cum nemo adsit mihi, 
semper resto sola. 

« 

-(Enigma mihi hoc solvas, et (Edipua fies. 

QuA ratione assimulandus sit equus Tremulo ? 

Quippe cui tota communicatio sit per Hay et Neigh, 
juxta consilium illud Dominicum, “ Fiat omnis com- 
inunicatio vestra Yea et Nay.” « 

In his nugis caram diem consumo, dum invigilo valc- 
tudini carioris nostrse Emmse, qum apud nos jamdudum 
legrotat. Salvere vos jubet mecum Maria mea, ipsa 
Integra valetudine. Elia. 

Ab agro Enfeldiense datum, Aprilis nescio quibqs 
Calendis—Davus sum, non Calondarius. 

P.S .—Perdita in toto est Billa Reformatura. 


To Rev. H. F. CARY. 

Datum ah agro Enfeldiensi, 

Letter CCCOXXIX.] Maiidiesextd, 1831. 

I 

Assidens est mihi bona soror, Euripiden evolvens, 
donum vestrum, carissime Cary, pro quo gratias agimus, 
lecturi atque iterum lecturi idem. Pergratus est liber 
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arabobus, nompe “ Sacerdotia CominiRerationis,” sacmin 
opus a to ipso Humanissima) Religionis Sacordotc dono 
datum. Lachrymantes gavisuri sumua ; est ubi dolor 
fiat voluptas ; nec semper dulce mihi est ridere ; aliqiiando 
commutandum est he ! he! he ! cum heu ! heu ! heu 1 
A Musis Tragicis me non penitus abhorruisse testis 
sit Carmen Oalamitosum, nescio quo autore lingud prius 
vernaciilA, scriptum, ct nuperrimh a me ipso Latine versum 
scilicet, “Tom Tom of Islington.” Teniiistine? 

“ 'J’honms Thomaa de Islington, 

Uxorem duxit Die quSdani Solis, 

Al)(luxit clormim soqueuti die, 

Emit haculum subsequenti, 

Vapulat ilia posterS,, 

yEgrotat succedeuti, Mortua fit crastin&.” 

Et miro gaudio afficitur Thojnaa luce poster^, quod sub- 
sequenti (ncmpe, IDominicA) uxor sit efterenda, 

“ En lliades Domestica-s ! 

Eu circulum calamitatum ! 

Plan6 bebdomadalein tragoediam.” 

I nun^ et confer Euripiden vcstrum his luctibus, h&c 
morte uxorilL; confer Alcesten! Hecuben! quas non 
antiquas Heroinas Dolorosas. 

SuflEiindor genas lachrymis tantas strages revolvens. 
Quid restat nisi quod Tecum Tuam Caram salutemus 
ambosque valere jubeamus, nosmet ipsi bene valentes. 

Elia. 


To JOHN TAYLOR. 

LErrTER CCCCXXX.] June 8, 1831. 

Dear Sir—I am extremely sorry to be obliged to 
decline the article proposed, particularly as I should have 
been pattered with a Plate accompanying it. In the first 
place, Midsummer Day is not a topic I could make any¬ 
thing of, I am so pure a Cockney, and little read besides 
in May games and antiquities; and in the second, I am 
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hnro iit Margate, Hpoiliug iny liolydaya with a Review I 
liave undertaken for a friend, which I shall barely get 
through before iny return, for that sort of work is a hnrd 
task to me. If you will excuse the shortness of my first 
eontribiition (and I know I can promise nothing more for 
July) I will endeavour a longer article for our ne.xi. 
Will you permit me to say that I think Leigh Hunt 
would do the Article you propose in a masterly manner, 
if he has not out-writ himself already upon the subject. 
I do not return the proof—to save postage—because it 
is correct, with one- exception. In the stanza from Words¬ 
worth you have changed day into air for rhyme’s sake. 
Day is the right reading, and / implore you to reatore it. 

The other passage, which you have queried, is to my 
ear (orrect. Pray lot it stand. 

Dear sir, yours truly, 0. Lamu. 

Margate. 

J. Taylor, Ksq. 

On second consideration I do enclose the proof. 


To Mr. MOXON. 

Letcku CCCCXXXI.] Avgust 1831. 

Dear M.— The R.A. hero memorised was George 
Dawc, whom I knew well, and heard many anecdotes ot, 
from Daniels and W kstall, at H. Rogers’s ; to each oj 
them it will be well to send a magazine in my name. 
It will fly like wildfire among the Royal Academicians and 
artists. Could you get hold of Procter 1—liis chambers 
are in Lincoln’s Inn, at Montagu’s; or of Janus Weather¬ 
cock 1—both of their prose is capital. Don’t encourage 
poetry. The “ Peter’s Net ” does not intend funny things 
only. All is fish. And leave out the sickening Elia ” 
at the end. Then it may comprise letters and characters 
addressed to Peter; but a signature forces it to be all 
characteristic of the one man Elia, or the one man, Peter, 
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vvliicli cramped mo formerly. I have agreed not for my 
sister to know tlie subjects I choose till the magazine 
comes out; so beware of speaking of ’em, or writing about 
’em, save generally. Be particular about this warning. 
Can’t you drop in some afternoon, and take a bedl The 
Atkenmum lias been hoaxed with some ex(|uisito poetry, 
that was, two or three months ago, in Hone’s Book.” 
I like your first Number capitally. But is it not small f 
Come and see us, week-day if possible. 

• Send or bring me Hone’s Number for August. The 
anecdotes of E. and of (i. D. are substantially true ; what 
does Elia (or I’eter) care for dates ? 

The poem I mean is in “ Hone’s Book,” as far back as 
April. I do not know who wrote it; but ’tia a poem 1 
mivy —that and Montgomery’s “Last Man:” I envy the 
writers, because I feel I coulij have done something like 
them. C. L. 


mi CCCCX XX U. J Scukmher 1831. 

Dear M.-- Your letter’s contents pleaseil me. 1 am 
)nly afraid of taxing you. Yet I want a stimulus, or t 
think I should drag sadly. I shall keep the moneys in 
trust, till I see you fairly over the next 1st January : 
then I shall look upon them as earned. No part of your 
letter gave me more pleasime (no, not the £10, tlio’ you 
may grin) than that you will revisit old Enfield, which 
I hope will be always a pleasant idea to you. 

Yours, very faithfully, 0. L. 


Letteh CCCCXXXIII.] OMrr 21, 1 S.31. 

To address an abdicated monarch is a nice point of 
breediyg. To give him his lost titles is to mock him > 
to withhold ’em is to wound him. But his minister, who 
falls with him, may be gracefully sympathetic. I do 
honestly feel for your diminution of honours, and regret 
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even tlie phiMsiiig cares wliich arc part and parcel of groat 
ness. Your mngnanimoiis submission, and the cheert'iil 
tone of your riumnciation, in a letter which, without 
flattery, would have made an “Artiolk,” and which, 
rarely as I keep letters, shall he preserved, C(ni[ifort mo a 
little. Will it please, or plague you, to say that when 
your parcel came I damn’d it? for my pen was warmiug 
in my hand at a ludici-ous description of a Landscape of 
an R.A., which I calculated upon sending you to-morrow, 
the last day you gave me. Now any one calling in, or a 
letter coming, puts an end to my writing for the day. 
Little did I think that the mandate had gone out, so 
destructive to my occupation, so relieving to the appre¬ 
hensions of the whole body of R.A.’s; so you see I had 
not quitted the ship while a plank was remaining. 

To drop metaphors, I am sure you have done wisely. 
The very spirit of your epistle speaks that you have a 
weight off your mind. I have one on mine ; the cash in 

hand, which, as-less truly says, bui ns in my pocket. 

I feel queer at returning it (who does not?), you feel 
awkward at retaking it (who ought not). Is there no 
middle way of adjusting this tine embarrassment? I 
think I have hit upon a medium to skin the sore place 
over, if not quite to heal it. You hinted that there 
might be something under j£10, by and by, accruing to 
me— Devil's Money (you are sanguine, say £7 : 10s.); 
that I entirely renounce, and abjure all future interest 
in : I insist upon it; and “ by him I will not name,” I 
won’t touch a penny of it. Tliat will split your loss, one 
half, and leave me conscientious possessor of what I hold. 
Less than your assent to this, no proposal will I accept of. 

The Rev. Mr.-, whose name you have left illegible 

(is it Seagull ?) never sent me any book on Christ’s 
IToapital, by which I could dream tliat I was indebted 
to him for a dedication. Did G. D. send his penny 
tract to me to convert me to Unitarianism ? Dear, 
blundering soul ! why I am as old a one-Goddite as 
himself. Or did he think his cheap publication would 
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bring over the Methodists over the way here However, 
ril give it to the pew-opener, in whom I have a little 
interest, to hand over to the clerk, whose wife she some¬ 
times drinks tea with, for him to lay l)efore the deacon, 
who exclianges the civility of the hat with him, for to 
transmit to the minister, who shakes hands with him out 
of chapel, and he, in all odds, will-with it. 

T wish very mindi to see you. I leave it to you to 
come how you will; we shall be very glad (we need not 
repeat) to see your sister, or sisters, with you; but for 
you, individually, I will just hint that a dropping in to 
tea, unlookcd for, about five, stopping bread-and-cheesc 
and gin-and-watcr, is worth a thousand Sundays. I am 
naturally miserable on a Sunday ; but a week-day evening 
and supper is like old times. Set out now, and give no 
time to deliberation. ^ 

P.S. — The second volume of Elia ” is delightful 
(ly bound, I mean), and quite cheap. Why, man, ’tis a 
unique! 

If I write much more I shall expand into an article, 
which 1 (;annot afford to let you have so cheap. By the 
by, to show the perverseness of human Avill, while I 
thought I must furnish one of those accursi'd things 
monthly, it seemed a labour above Hercules's “ Twelve ” 
in a year, which were evidently monthly contributions. 
JTow I am emancipated, I feel as if I had a thousand 
Essays swelling within me. False feelings both ! 

Your ex-Lampoonist, or Lamb-jmnnist, from Enfield, 
October 24, or “last day but one for receiving articles 
that can be inserted.” 


Lkttrr CCCCXXXIV.] Fehruari/ 1832. 

Dear Moxon—The snows are ancle-deep, slush, and. 
mire, tliat ’tis hard to get to the post-office, and cruel to 
send the maid out. 'Tis a slough of despair, or I should 
sooner have thanked you for your offer of the “ Life,'' 
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which we shall very much like to have, and will return 
duly. I do not know when I shall be in town, but in a 
week or two, at fartliest, when I will come as far as you, 
if I can. We are moped to death witli confinement 
within doors. I scud you a curiosity of G. Dyer’s tender 
conscience. Between thirty and forty years since, G. 
published the “ Poet’s Fate,” in which were two very 
harmless lines about Mr. Rogers; but Mr. R. not quite 
approving of them, they were left out in subsequent 
edition, 1801. But G. has been worrying about tliem^ 
ever since; if I have heard him once, I have heard him 
a hundred times, express a remorse proportioned to a 
consciousness of having been guilty of an atrocious libel. 
As the devil would have it, a fool they call Barker, in 
his “Paniana,” has quoted the identical two lines, as 
they stood in some obscure edition anterior to 1801, and 
the withers of poor G. are again wrung. His letter is a 
gem; with his poor blind eyes it has been laboured out 
at six sittings. The history of the couplet is in page 3 
of this irregular production, in which every variety of 
shape and size that letters can be twisted into is> to be 
found. Do show his part of it to Mr, R. some day. If 
he has bowels, they must melt at the contrition so queerly 
charactered of a contrite sinner. G. was born, I verily 
think, without original sin, but chooses to have a con¬ 
science, as every Christian gentleman should have; his 
dear old face is insusceptible of the twist they call u 
sneer, yet he is apprehensive of being suspected of that 
ugly appearance. When he makes a compliment, he 
thinks he has given an affront,—a name is personality. 
But show (no hurry) this unique recantation to Mr. R., 
’tis like a dirty pocket-handkerchief, mucked with tears 
of some indigent Magdalen. There is the impress of 
sincerity in every pot-hook and hanger; and then the 
gilt frame to such a pauper picture ! It should go into 
the Museum. I am heartily sorry my Devil does not 
answer. We must try it a little longer; and, after all, 
I think I must insist on taking a portion of its loss 
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upon myself. It is too much you should lose by two 
adventures. You do not say how your general business 
goes on, and I should very much like to talk over it with 
you here. 

Gome when the weather will possibly let you ; I want 
to see the Wordsworths, but I do not much like to bo all 
night away. It is dull enough to be here together, but 
it is duller to leave Mary ; in short, it is painful, and in 
a flying visit I should hardly catch them. I have no 
bids for them if they came down, and but a sort of a 
house to receive them in ; yet I shall regi-et their departure 
unseen ; I feel cramped and straitened every way. Where 
are they? 

We have heard from Emma but once, and that a 
mouth ago, and are very anxious for another letter. 

You say we have forgot yo’ir powers of being service¬ 
able to us. That we never shall: I do not know what I 
should do without you when I want a little commission. 
Now then : there are left at Miss Buffam’s, the “ Tales 
of the Castle,” and certain volumes of the “ Retrospective 
Review.^ The first should be conveyed to Novello’s, 
and the Reviews should be taken to Talfourd’s office, 
ground-floor, East side, Elm Court, Middle Temple, to 
whom I shoidd have written, but my spirits are wretched; 
it is quite an effort to write this. So, with the “ Life'' 
I have cut you out three pieces of service. What can I 
d6 for you here, but hope to see you very soon, and think 
of you with most kindness ? I fear to-morrow, between 
rains and snows, it would be impossible to expect you, 
but do not let a practicable Sunday pass. We are 
always at home. 

Mary joins in remembrances to your sister, whom we 
hope to see in any fine-ish weather, when shedl venture. 

Remember us to Allsop, and all the dead people; to 
whom, jsnd to London, we seem dead. 


VOL. II. 


u 
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To Dr. J. BADAMS. 

Letter CCCCXXXV.] Enfield (early in 1882). 

Dear Badams—I am very, very sorry at my heated- 
uesfl yesterday, which spoiled the pleasure I should have 
taken in seeing you better, but I had had a four or five 
hours’ hot walk, with the delicate task of dissuading a 
friend from a purpose of taking a house here, which friend 
would have attracted down crowds of literary men, whi^h 
men would have driven ino wild. And in my rage it 
seemed to me that the person I unjustly fell upon was 
meditating the same sort of colonisation here. Respects 
and sincere likings to Mrs. Badams, and the most humble 
apology 0. L. can offer. 

To W. S. LANDOR. 

Letter CCCCXXXVI.] April 9, 1832. 

Dear Sir—Pray accept a little volume. ’Tis a legacy 
from Elia, you’ll see. Silver and gold had he yone, but 
such as he had left he you. I do not know how to thank 
you for attending to my request about the Album. I 
thought you would never remember it. Are not you 
proud and thankful, Emma ? Yes ; very, both. 

[Signed] Emma Isola. 

Many things I had to say to you, which there was hot 
time for. One, why should I forget ? ’tis for Rose Aylmer, 
which has a charm I cannot explain. I lived upon it for 
weeks. Next, I forgot to tell you I knew all your Welsh 
annoyances, the measureless B.’s. I knew a quarter of a 
mile of them. Seventeen brothers and sixteen sisters, as 
they apfjear to me in memory. There was one of them 
that used to fix his long legs on ray fender, and tell a tale 
of a shark every night, endless, immortal. How have I 
grudged the salt-sea ravener not having had his gorge of 
him 1 The shortest of the daughters measured five foot 
eleven without her shoes. Well, some day we may confer 
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about them. But they were tall. Truly, I have discovered 
the longitude. Sir, if you can spare a moment, I should 
be happy to hear from you. That rogue Robinson detained 
your verses till I call’d for them. Don’t entrust a bit of 
prose to the rogue; but believe me. 

Your obliged, C. L. 

W. S. Landor, Esq. 

, To SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

Letter CCCCXXXVIL] April 14, 1832. 

My dear Coleridge—Not an unkind thought has 
passed in my brain about you; but I have been wofully 
neglectful of you; so that I do not deserve to announce 
to you, that if I do not hear from you before then, I will 
set out on Weduesday morniu*g to take you by the hand. 
I would do it this moment, but an unexpected visit might 
Hurry you. I shall take silence for acquiescence, and 
come. I am glad you could write so long a letter. Old 
loves to, and hope of kind looks from, the Gillmans when 
I come. 

Yours, semper idem, C. L. 

If you ever thought an offence, much more wrote it, 
against me, it must have been in the times of Noah, and 
the great waters swept it away. Mary’s most kind love, 
ahd maybe a wrong prophet of your bodings !—here she 
is crying for mere love over your letter. I wring out 
less, but not sincerer showers. 

My direction is simply, Enfield. 

To Mr. MOXON. 

Letter CCCCXXXVin.] [1882.] 

Thank you for the books. I am ashamed to take 
tithe thus of your press. I am worse to a publisher than 
the two Universities and the British Museum. A. C. 
I will forthwith read. B. C. (I can’t get out of the A, 
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B, 0) I have more than read. Taken altogether, ’tie too 
Lovey; but what delicacies ! I like most “ King Death ”; 
glorious ’bove all, “ The Lady with the Hundi’ed Rings ” ; 
“ The Owl ” ; “ Epistle to What’s his Name ” (here, may 
be, I’m partial); “ Sit down, Sad Soul ” ; “ The Pauper’s 
Jubilee ” (but that’s old, and yet ’tis never old); “ The 
Falcon ” ; “ Felon’s Wife ”; damn “ Madame Pasty ” (but 
that is borrowed); 

Apple-pie is very good, 

And so is apple-pasty ; * 

But- 

0 Lord ! ’tis very nasty : 

but chiefly the dramatic fragments,—scarce three of 
which should have escaped my specimens, had an antique 
name been prefixed. They exceed his first. So much 
for the nonsense of poetry 5 now to the serious business 
of life. Up a court (Blandford Court) in Pall Mall 
(exactly at the back of Marlborougli House), with iron 
gate in front, and containing two houses, at No. 2, did 
lately live Leishman, my tailor. He is moved somewhere 
in the neighbourhood; devil knows where. Pray find 
liim out, and give him the opposite. I am so much 
better, though iny head shakes in writing it, that, after 
next Sunday, I can well see Forster and you. Can you 
throw B. C. ini Why tarry the wheels of my “ Hogarth’"? 

Charles Lamb. 

« 

To LOUISA BADAMS. 

Letter CCCCXXXIX.] December 81, 1832. 

Dear Mrs. B.—Mary has not enterprise enough to 
venture on a journey at this dreary time of the year, and 
’tis too imcomfortable for us to leave her, for a night 
even, to the discourteous hospitalities of old frosty West- 
wood and his thin spouse: types of Christmas turned 
sour, or the Ist of January born with teeth and wrinkles. 
Cordial lUcomes, Not Welcomes—“wretched New Years 
to you”: Discompliments of the Season. Spring, and 
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we, will lure her out some flue April day. Instead 
pray accept of our kindest congratulations. 

Besides, I have been not a little disconcerted. 

On the night of our murder (an hour or two before 
it), the maid being busy, I went out to order an additional 
pint of porter for Moxon wlio had surprised us with a 
late visit. Now I never go out cpiite disinterested upon 
such occasions. And I begged a half-pint of ale at the 
bar which our sweet-faced landlady good-humouredly 
Complied with, asking me into the parlour, but a side 
door was just open that disclosed a more cheerful blaze, 
and I entered where four people were engaged over 
Dominoes. One of them. Fare, invited me to join in it, 
partly out of impudence, I believe; however, not to balk 
a Christmas frolic, I complied, and played with Danby, 
but soon gave over, having forgot the game. I was 
surprised with D. challenging me as having known me 
in the Temple. He must have been a child then. I 
did not recognise him, but perfectly remembered his 
father, who was a hairdresser in the Temple. This was 
all that*passed, as I went away with my beer. Judge 
my surprise when the next morning I was summoned 
before Dr. Creswell to say what I knew of the transaction. 
My examination was conducted with all delicacy, and of 
course I was soon dismissed. I was afraid of getting 
ipto the papers, but I was pleased to find myself only 
noticed as a “gentleman whose name wo could not 
gather.” Poor D. ! the few words I spoke to him were 
to remind him of a trick Jem White played upon his 
father. The boy was too young to know anything about 
it. In the Morning Post appeared this paragraph: 
“Yesterday morning, Mr. Danby, the respectable Hair¬ 
dresser in Pump Court in the Temple, in a fit of delirium 
threw himself out of a 2 pair stairs window, looking into 
the passage that leads to Fig-tree Court, and his head 
was literally smashed to atoms.” White went to D.’s 
to see how it operated, and found D. quietly weaving 
wigs, and the shop full of lawyers that had come to 
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enquire particulars. D. was a man much respected. 
Indeed hairdressers in the Inns of Court are a superior 
race of tradesmen. They generally leave oflf rich, as 
D. did. Well, poor D. had never heard the story or 
probably forgotten it—and his company looking on me 
a little suspiciously, as they do at alehouses when a 
rather better drest person than themselves attempts to 
join ’em—(it never answers,—at least it seemed so to 
me when I heard of the murder)—I went away. One 
often fancies things afterwards that did not perhap'h 
strike one at the time. However, after all, I have felt 
queer ever since. It has almost sickened me of the 
Crown and Horseshoe, and I sha’n’t hastily go into the 
taproom again. I have made a long letter and can just 
say good-bye, C. Lamb. 

Mrs. Badams, * 

11 Old Church Street, 

Paddington. 

To Mr. SERJEANT TALFOURD. 

Letter CCCCXL.] Februari/*IS3Z. 

My dear T.—Now cannot I call him Seirjeant] what 
is there in a coif ? Those canvas sleeves protective from 
ink, when he wa.s a law-chit—a Chitty-Ww^ (let the 
leathern apron be apocryphal), do more ’specially plead 
to the Jury Court, of old memory. The costume (wiy 
he agnise it Vj was as of a desk-fellow, or Socius Plutei. 
Methought I spied a brother ! 

That familiarity is extinct for ever. Curse me if I 
can call him Mr. Serjeant—except, mark me, in company. 
Honour where honour is due ; but should he ever visit us 
(do you think ho ever will, Mary ?), what a distinction 
should I keep up between him and our less fortunate 
friend, H. 0. R.! Decent respect shall always be the 
Orabb’s—but, somehow, short of reverence. * 

Well, of my old friends, I have lived to see two 
knighted, one made a judge, another in a fair way to it. 
Why am I restive ? why stands my sun upon Gibeon ] 
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Variously, my dear Mrs. Talfourd (I can be more 
familiar with her !), Mrs. Serjeant Talfourd,—my sister 
prompts me—(these ladies stand upon ceremonies)—has 
the congratulable news affected the members of our small 
community. Mary compreliendcd it at once, and entered 
into it heartily. Mrs. Westwood was, as usual, perverse ; 
wouldn’t, or couldn’t, understand it. A Serjeant! She 
thought Mr. T. was in the law. Didn’t know that he 
ever ’listed. 

• Emma alone truly sympathised. She had a silk gown 
come homo that very day, and has precedence before her 
learned sisters accordingly. 

We are going to drink the health of Mr. and Mrs. 
Serjeant, with all the young serjeantry; and that is all 
that I can see that I shall get by the promotion. 

Valete, et mementote araUi quondam vestri humillimi. 

0. L. 

To Mr. MOXON. 

Letter CCCCXLI.] Fehruary 10, 1833. 

I wfch you would omit “ by the Author of Elia” now, 
in advertising that damn’d “ Devil’s Wedding.” I had 
sneaking hopes you would have dropt in to-day, ’tis my 
poor birthday. Don’t stay away so. Give Forster a 
hint. You are to bring your brother some day— sisters 
in better weather. Pray give me one line to say if you 
i^eceiv’d and forwarded Emma’s pacquet to Miss Adams— 
and how Dover Street looks. Adieu. Is there no 
Blackwood this month ? What separation will there be 
between the Friend’s preface and the Essays 1 Should 
not “ Last Essays,” etc. etc., head them ? If ’tis too late, 
don’t mind. 1 don’t care a farthing about it. 

Mr. Moxon. 

To LOUISA BADAMS. 

Letter CCCCXLI I.] Fehruary 16, 1883. 

Dear Mrs. B.—Thanks for your remembrance of your 
old fellow-prisoners at murderous Enfield. By the way. 
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Oooper, who turned King’s evidence, is come back again 
whitewash’d, has resumed his seat at chapel, and took 
his sister (a fact!) up the Holt White’s lane to show her 
the topography of the deed. I intend asking him to 
supper. They say he is pleasant in conversation. Will 
you come and meet him 1 

I don’t know how we shall see you. Mary has objec¬ 
tions to travelling, and I never stay out the night when 
I come up. Couldn’t Badams and you make a 24 hours’ 
day here 1 The room is vacant at the Horseshoe whcili 
Fare slept last, unless you prefer Johnson’s last bed. 

Mary, Emma, and I have got thro’ the Inferno with 
the help of Cary—and Mary is in for it. She is com¬ 
mencing Tasso. When the Spring is riper, we will spare 
Emma for a few days, if you’ll be kind to her. 

Triple loves and kind memory to you both. C. L. 

To WILLIAM HONE. 

Lktter CCOOXLIII.] March 6, 1883. 

Dear Friend—Thee hast sent a Christian epistle to 
me, and I should not feel dear if I neglected to reply to 
it, which would have been sooner if that vain young man, 
to whom thou didst intrust it, had not kept it back. 
We should rejoice to see thy outward man here, especially 
on a day which should not be a first day, being liabl^^ 
to worldly callers-in on that day. Our little book is 
delayed by a heathenish injunction, threatened by the 
man Taylor. Const thou copy and send, or bring with 
thee, a vanity in verse which in my younger days I wrote 
on friend Aders’s pictures 1 Thou wilt find it in the book 
called the Table Book. 

Tryphena and Tryphosa, whom the world calleth 
Mary and Emma, greet you with me. Cii. Lamb. 

6 th of 3rd month, 4th day. • 

W. Hone, Esq., 

Grasshopper Hotel, 

Gracechurch Street. 
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To Mr. MOXON. 

Letter CCCCXLIV.] March 19, 1833. 

I Bhall expect Forster and two Moxons on Sunday, 
and hope for Procter. I am obliged to be in town next 
Monday. Could we contrive to make a party (paying or 
not is immaterial) for Miss Kelly’s that night; and can 
you shelter us after the play—I mean Emma and me. 
• I fear I cannot persuade Mary to join us. 

N.fi.—I can sleep at a public house. Send an Elia 
(mind I insist on buying it), to T. Manning, Esq., at 
Sir G. Tuthill’s, Cavendish Square. Do write. 

E. Moxon. 

Letter CCCCXLV.] * April 27, 1888. 

Dear M.—Mary and I arc very poorly. We have had 
a flick child, who, sleeping or not sleeping, next me, with 
a pasteboard partition between, killed my sleep. The 
little Dastard is gone. My bedfellows are cough and 
cramp; we sleep three in a bed. Domestic arrangements 
(baker, butcher, and all) devolve on Mary. Don’t come 
yet to this house of pest and age! We propose, when 
you and E. agree on the time, to come up and meet you 

,at the B-’s, say a week hence, but do you make 

the appointment. 

Mind, our spirits are good, and we are happy in your 
happinesses. C. L. 

Our old and ever loves to dear Emma. 


To Mrs. HAZLITT. 

» Mr. JValden's, Ch/urch Street, 

Letter COCOXLVL] Edmonton, May 31, 1883. 

Dear Mrs. Hazlitt—I will assuredly come and find 
you out when I am better. I am driven from house to 
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house by Mary’s illness. I took a sudden resolution to 
take my sister to Edmonton, where she was under medical 
treatment last time, and have arranged to board and 
lodge with the people. Thank God, I have repudiated 
Enfield. I have got out of hell, despair of heaven, and 
must sit down contented in a half-way purgatory. Thus 
ends this strange eventful history. But I am nearer 
town, and will get up to you somehow before long. 

I repent not of my resolution. ’Tis late, and my hand 
is unsteady; so good-bye till we meet. * 

Your old 0. L. 

Mrs. Hazlitt, 

No. 4, Palaos Street, Pimlico. 


To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

Lettsb CCOCXLVII.] [End of May nearly] 1338. 

Dear Wordsworth—Your letter, save in what respects 
your dear sister’s health, cheered mo in my new solitude. 
Mary is ill again. Her illnesses encroach yearly. The 
last was throe months, followed by two of depression 
most dreadful. I look back upon her earlier attacks, 
with longing: nice little durations of six weeks or so, 
followed by complete restoration,—shocking as they were 
to me then. In short, half her life she is dead to me, 
and the other half is made anxious with fears and lookings 
forward to the next shock. With such prospects, it 
seemed to me necessary that she should no longer live 
with me, and be fluttered with continued removals; so I 
am come to live with her, at a Mr. Walden’s and his wife, 
who take in patients, and have arranged to lodge and 
board us only. They have had the care of her before. 
I see little of her: alas! I too often hear her. Sunt 
UjuikrymcB rerum / and you and I must bear it. 
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To lay a little more load on it, a circumstance has 
happened, cvjus pars magna fu% and which, at another 
crisis, I should have more rejoiced in. I am about to 
lose my old and only walk-companion, whose mirthful 
spirits were the “ youth of our house,” Emma Isola. I 
have her here now for a little wliile, but she is too 
nervous, properly to be under such a roof, so she will 
make short visits,—be no more an inmate. With my 
perfect approval, and more than concurrence, she is to be 
•wedded to Moxon, at the end of August—so “perish the 
roses and the flowers ”—how is it ? 

Now to the brighter side. I am emancipated from 
the Westwoods, and I am with attentive people, and 
younger. I am three or four miles nearer the great 
city; coaches half-price less, and going always, of which 
I will avail myself. I have few friends left there, one 
or two though, most beloved. But London streets and 
faces cheer me inexpressibly, tliough not one known of 
the latter were remaining. 

Thank you for your cordial reception of “ Elia.” Inter 
nosj l!he Ariadne is not a darling with me; several 
incongnious things are in it, but in the composition it 
served me as illustrative. 

I want you in the “Popular Fallacies” to like the 
“ Home that is no home,” and “ Rising with the lark.” 

^ lam feeble, but cheerful in this my genial hot weather. 
Walked sixteen miles yesterday. I can't read much in 
summer time. 

With my kindest love to all, and prayers for dear 
Dorothy, 

I remain most affectionately yours, 0. Lamb. 

At Mr. Walden’s, Church Street, Edmonton, Middlesex. 

Moxon has introduced Emma to Rogers, and he smiles 
upon*the project. I have given E. my Milton (will 
you pardon me) in part of a portiem. It hangs famously 
in his Murray-like shop. 
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To Mias RICKMAN. 

Letter CCCCXLVUI.] May 28, 1833. 

Thursday. 

Dear Miss Rickman—My being a day in town, and 
my being moved from Enfield, made your letter late, and 
my reply in consequence. I am glad you like Elia. 
Perhaps, as Miss Kelly is just now in notoriety, it may 
amuse you to know that “ Barbara S.” is all of it tniq 
of hei\ being all communicated to mo from her own 
mouth. The “ wedding ” of course you found out to be 
Sally Burney’s. As to Mrs. G. I know no reason why 
your dear mother should not call upon her. I remember 
Rickman and she did not return Mr. and Mrs. G.’s 
congratulatory visit on their wedding. No fresh reason 
has occurred since to prevedt any civilities on their side. 
By a sudden illness of my Sister (they now last half the 
year, in violence first, and a succeeding dreadful de¬ 
pression) I have come to the resolution of living with 
her under it at a place where she is under regulai. treat¬ 
ment, and am at Mr. Walden’s, Church Street, Edmonton. 
In a few weeks, I should like one quiet day among you, 
but not before. With loves to father and mother, and 
your kind-hearted Sister, whose Christian name I am an 
heathen if I just now can remember. 

Yours sincerely, 0. Lamb. • 

Mrs. Godwin is a second wife. Mary Wolstoncroft 
has been dead thirty years 1 

To Miss Riokman, 

New Palace Yard, 

Westminster. 


To Me. MOXON. 

% 

Letter CCCCXLIX.] May 1883. 

Dear M.—A thousand thanks for your punctualities. 
What a cheap book is the last Hogarth you sent me! I 
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am pleased now that Hunt diddled me out of the old 
one. Speaking of this, only think of the new farmer 
with his thirty acres. There is a portion of land in 
Lambeth Parish, called Knave’s Acre. I wonder he 

overlook’d it. Don’t show this to the firm of D-and 

Co. I next want one copy of Leicester's School, and wisli 
you to pay Leishman, Taylor, 2, Blandford Place, Pall 
Mall, opposite the British Institution, £6 : lOs., for coat 
and waistcoat, etc. etc., and I vehemently thirst for the 
rfourth No. of Nichols’s Hogarth, to bind one up (the two 
books) as Hogarth and Supplement. But as you know 
the price, don’t stay for its appearance ; but come as soon 
as ever you can with your bill of all demands in full, and 
as I have none but £6 notes, bring with you sufficient 
change. Weather is beautiful. I grieve sadly for Miss 
Wordsworth. We arc all yell again. Emma is with 
us, and we all shall be glad of a sight of you. Come on 
Sunday if you can, better if you come before. 

Perhaps Rogers would smile at this. A pert, half 
chemist, half apothecary in our town wlio smatters of 
literatAre, and is immea.surably unlettered, said to me, 
“ Pray, sir, may not Hood be reckon’d the Prince of Wits 
in the present day?” To which I assenting, he adds, “I 
had always thought that Rogers had been reckon’d the 
Prince of Wits, but I suppose that now Mr. Hood has 
the better title to that appellation.” To which I replied, 
Ithat Mr. R. had wit with much better qualities, but did 
not aspire to the principality. He had taken all the puns 
manufactured in John Bull for our friend, in sad and 
stupid earnest. One more Album Verses, please. Adieu. 

C. L. 


To THOMAS ALLSOP. 

Lette|l CCCCL.] July 1833. 

My dear Allsop—I think it will be impossible for ua 
to come to Highgate in the time you propose. We have 
friends coming to-morrow, who may stay the week ; and 
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we are in a bustle about Emma’s leaving us—so we will 
put off the hope of seeing Mrs. Allsop till we come to 
Town, after Emma’s going, which is in a fortnight and 
a half, when we mean to spend a time in Town, but 
shall be happy to see you on Sunday, or any day. 

In haste. Hope our little Porter does. 

Yours ever, 0. L. 


To Mr. MOXON. 


Letter CCCCLI.] July 24, 1838. 

For God’s sake give Emma no more watches; ont 
has turned her head. She is arrogant and insulting. 
She said something very unpleasant to oiir old clock in 
the passage, as if ho did not keep time, and yet he had 
made her no appointment. She takes it out every instant 
to look at the moment-hand. She lugs us out into the 
fields, because there the bird-boys ask you, “ Pray, sir, 
can you tell us what’s o’clock 1 ” and she answers them 
punctually. She loses all her time looking to see “ what 
the time is.” I overheard her whispering, “ Just so many 
hours, minutes, etc., to Tuesday; T think St. George’s 
goes too slow.” This little present of Time !—why,—’tis 
Eternity to her! 

What can make her so fond of a gingerbread watch ? 

She has spoiled some of the movements. Between 
ourselves, she has kissed away “half-past twelve,” which 
I suppose to bo the canonical hour in Hanover Square. 

Well, if “ love me, love my watch ” answers, she will 
keep time to you. 

It goes right by the Horse Guards. 

Dearest M.—Never mind opposite nonsense. She 
does not love you for the watch, but the watch for you. 
I will be at the wedding, and keep the 30th July, as 
long as my poor months last me, as a festival, gloriously. 

Yours ever, ELiii. 
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We have not heard from Cambridge. I will write 
the moment we do. 

Edmonton, 24tli July, twenty minutes past three by 
Emma’s watch. 


Letter CCCCLII.] [1833.] 

Dear M.—Many thanks for the books; but most 
thanks for one immortal sentence: “ If I do not cheat 
him, never iru%i me again.” I do not know whether to 
admire most, the wit or justness of the sentiment. It 
has my cordial approbation. My sense of meum and 
tuum applauds it. I maintain it, the eighth command¬ 
ment hath a secret special reservation, by which the 
reptile is exempt from any protection from it. As a dog, 
or a nigger, lie is not a holder of property. Not a ninth 
of what he detains from the world is his own. “ Keep 
your hands from picking and stealing,” is no ways refer¬ 
able to his acquists, I doubt whether bearing false 
witness; against thy neighbour at all contemplated this 
possible scrub. Could Moses have seen the speck in 
vision 1 An e,v post facto law alone could relieve him; 
and we are taught to expect no eleventh commandment. 
The outlaw to the Mosaic dispensation !—unworthy to 
have seen Moses behind !—to lay his desecrating hands 
hpon Elia ! Has the irreverent ark-toucher been struck 
blind, I wonder ? The more I think of him, the less I 
think of him. His meanness is invisible with aid of 
solar microscope. My moral eye smarts at him. The 
less flea that bites little fleas! The great Beast ! The 
beggarly Nit ! 

More when we meet; mind, you’ll come, two of you ; 
and couldn’t you go off in the morning, that we may have^ 
a day-long curse at him, if curses are not dis-hallowed by 
descending so low I Amen. Maledicatur in extremis ! 

0. L. 
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To LOUISA BAUAMS. 

Lettbe OCCCLIII.] Augmt 20, 1833. 

Dear Mrs. Badams—I was at church as the grave 
Father, and behaved tolerably well, except at first 
entrance when Emma in a whisper repressed a nascent 
giggle. I am not fit for weddings or burials. Both 
incite a chuckle. Emma looked as pretty as Pamela, 
and made her responses delicately and firmly. I tripped' 
a little at the altar, was engaged in admiring the altar- 
piece, but, recalled seasonably by a Parsonic rebuke, 
“Who gives this womans” was in time resolutely to 
reply “I do.” Upon the whole the thing went off 
decently and devoutly. Your dodging post is excellent; 
I take it, it was at Wilsdon.,. We shall this week or next 
dine at Islington. I am writing to know the day, and in 
that case see you the next day and talk of beds. My 
lodging may be on the cold Hoor. I long for a hard 
fought game with Badams. With haste and thanks for 
your unusually entertaining letter, yours truly, 

Ohaules and Mauy Lamb. 


To Mr. and Mrs. MOXON. 

Lkti'er OCCCLIV.J August 1833. ■ 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Moxon—Time very short. I wrote 
to Miss Fryer, and had the sweetest letter about you, 
Emma, that ever friendship dictated. “I am full of 
good wishes, I am crying with good wishes,” she says; 
but you shall see it. 

Dear Moxon—I take your writing most kindly, and 
shall, most kindly, your writing from Paris. 

I want to crowd another letter to Miss Fryer into the 
little time after dinner, before post time. So with twenty 
thousand congratulations, 

Yours, 0. L. 
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I am calm, sober, happy. Turn over for the reason. 

I got home from Dover Street, by Evans, half as sober 
as a judge. I am turning over a new leaf, as I hope you 
will now. 

\The turn of the leaf 'presented the following from 
Miss Lamb ;J 

My dear Emma and Edward Moxon—Accept my 
sincere congratulations, and imagine more good wishes 
than my weak nerves will let me put into good set words. 
The dreary blank of unanswered questions which I ventured 
to ask in vain was cleared up on the wedding-day by Mrs. 
W. taking a glass of wine, and, with a total change 
of countenance, begging leave to drink Mr. and Mrs. 
Moxon’s health. It restored me from that moment, as 
if by an electrical stroke, to the entire possession of my 
senses. I never felt so calm‘and quiet after a similar 
illness as i do now. I feel as if all tears were wiped 
from my eyes, and all care from my heart. 

Mary Lamb. 

[A t thf. foot of this letter is the following by Charles . ] 

IVednesday. 

Dears, again—Your letter interrupted a seventh game 
at picquet which we were having, after walking to 
Wright’s and purchasing shoes. We pass our time in 
cards, walks, and reading. We attack Tasso soon. 

0. L. 

Never was such a calm, or such a recovery. ’Tis her 
own words undictated. 


To IlBY. H. F. CARY. 

Letter CCJCCLV.] September 9, 1833. 

Dear Sir—Your packet I have only just received, 
owing, I suppose, to the absence of Moxon, who is iiaimt- 
voL. n X 
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ing it about d la Parisienne^ with his new bride, our 
Emma, much to his satisfaction, and not a little to our 
dulness. We shall be quite well by the time you return 
from Worcestershire, and most, most (observe the repeti¬ 
tion) glad to see you hero, or anywhere. 

I will take my time with Earley’s act. I wish poets 
would wi ite a little plainer ; he begins some of his words 
with a letter which is unknown to the English typography. 

Yours, most truly, 0. Lamb. 

P.S .—Pray let me know when you return. We are 
at Mr. Walden’s, Church Street, Edmonton; no longer 
at Enfield. You will be amused to hear that my sister 
and I have, with the aid of Emma, scrambled through 
the “ Inferno,” by the blessed furtherance of your polar- 
star translation. I think we scarce left anything unmade- 
out. But our partner has. left us, and we have not yet 
resumed. Mary’s chief pride in it was that she should 
some day brag of it to you. Your Dante and Sandys’ 
Ovid are the only helpmates of translations. Neither 
of you shirk a word. 

Fairfax’s Taem is no translation at all. ’I'is better 
in some places, but it merely observes the number of 
stanzas; as for images, similes, etc., he finds ’em himself, 
and never troubles Peter for the matter. 

In haste, dear Cary, yours ever, C. Lamb. 

Has M. sent you “ Elia,” second volume 1 If not he 
shall. Taylor and we arc at law about it. 


To Mr. and Mrs. MOXON. 

Letter CCCCLVI.] iVovmZ>er 29, 1838. 

Mary is of opinion with me, that two of these sonnets 
are of a higher grade than any poetry you have done yet. 
The one to Emma is so pretty! I have onlya allowed 
myself to transpose a word in the third line. Sacred 
shall it be for any intermeddling of mine. But we jointly 
beg that you will make four lines in the room of the four 
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last. Read “Darby and Joan/' in Mrs. Moxon’s first 
album. There you’ll see how beautiful in age the looking 
back to youthful years in an old couple is. But it is a 
violence to the feelings to anticipate that time in youth. 
I hope you and Emma will have many a quarrel and 
many a make-up (and she is beautiful in reconciliation !) 
before the dark days shall come, in which ye shall say 
“ there is small comfort in them.” You have begun a 
sort of character of Emma in them, very sweetly: carry 
it on, if you can, through the last lines. 

I love the sonnet to my heart, and you thall finish it, 
and I’ll be damn’d if I furnish a line towards it. So 
much lor that. The next best is to the Ocean. 

“Ye gallant winds, if o’er your lusty chkeks 
Blew longing lover to his mistress’ side, 

0, puff your loudest, spread the canvas wide,’* 

is spirited. The last line I altered, and have realtered 
it as it stood. It is closer. These two are your best 
But take a good deal of time in finisliing the first. How 
proud should Emma be of her poets ! 

Perhaps “ 0 Ocean ” (though I like it) is too much 
of the open vowels which Pope objects to. “Great 
Ocean!” is obvious. To save sad thoughts I think is 
better (though not good) than for the mind to save herself. 
But ’tis a noble sonnet. “ St. Cloud ” I have no fault to 
4nd with. 

If I return the sonnets, think it no disrespect, for I 
look for a printed copy. You have done better than ever. 
And now for a reason I did not notice ’em earlier. On 
Wednesday they came, and on Wednesday I was a-gadding. 
Mary gave me a holiday, and I set olF to Snow Hill. 
From Snow Hill I deliberately was marching down, with 
noble Holbom before me, framing in mental cogitation a 
map of the dear London in prospect, thinking to traverse 
WardoSr Street, etc., when diabolically, I was inter¬ 
rupted by 

Heigh-ho 1 
Little Barrow!— 



308 


LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


(Emma knows him,) and prevailed on by him to spend 
the day (infinite loss !) at his sister’s, a pawnbroker’s in 
Gray’s Inn Lane, where was an album, and (0 march of 
intellect!) plenty of literary conversation, and more acquaint¬ 
ance with the state of modern poetry than I could keep up 
with. I was positively distanced. Knowles’s play, which, 
epilogued by me, lay on the piano, alone made me hold 
up my head. When I came home I read yoiu- letter, and 
glimpsed at your beautiful sonnet, 

«. 

“ Fair art thou as the morning, my young bride,’’ 

and dwelt upon it in a confused brain, but determined 
not to open them till next day, being in a state nut to be 
told of at Chatteris. Tell it not iu Gath, Emma, lest the 
daughters triumph ! I am at the end of my tether. I 
wish you would come on TJuesday with your fair bride. 
Why can’t you ? Do. We ’are thankful to yqur sister 
for being of the party. Come, and brinr/ a sonnet on 
Mary’s birthday. Love to the whole Moxonry, and tell 
K I every day love her more, and miss her loss. Tell 
her so, from her loving uncle, as she has let ♦me call 
myself. I bought a fine embossed card yesterday, and 
wrote for the Pawnbrokeress’s album. She is a Miss 
Brown, engaged to a Mr. White. One of the lines was 
(I forget the rest; but she had them at twenty-four hours’ 
notice ; she is going out to India with her husband)— 

“ May your fame 

And fortune, Frances, Whitkn with your name I” 

Not bad as a puii. I expect you before two on 
Tuesday. I am well and happy, tell E 


To Mr. ROGERS. 

% 

Lktter CCOOLVII.] December 1888. 

My dear Sir—Your book, by the unremitting punctu¬ 
ality of your publisher, has reached me thus early. I 
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have not opened it, nor will till to-morrow, when 1 
promise myself a thorough reading of it. The “ Pleasures 
of Memory” was the first school present I made to Mrs, 
Moxon ; it has those nice woodcuts, and I believe she 
keeijs it still. Believe me, that all the kindness you have 
shown to the husband of that excellent person seems 
done unto myself. I have tried my hand at a sonnet in 
the Times; but the turn I gave it, though I hoped it 
would not disjjlease you, I thought might not be equally 
agreeable to yoiu* artist. I met that dear old man at 
poor Henry’s, with you, and again at Car 3 r’ 8 , find it was 
sublime to sec him sit, deaf, and enjoy all that was going 
on in mirth with the company. He reposed upon the 
many graceful, many fantastic images he had created ; 
with them he dined, and took wine. I have ventured 
at an antagonist copy of verses, in the Athencmim^ to 
him, in which he is as evetything, and you as nothing. 
He is n^awycr who cannot take two sides. But I am 
jealous of the combination of the sister arts. Let them 
sparkle apart. What injimy (short of the theatres) did 
not Boydell’s Shakspearc Gallery do me with Shakspearc 1 
to have Opie’s Shakspearc, Northcote’s Shakspearc, light¬ 
headed Fuseli’s Shakspearc, heavy-headed Romney's 
Shakspcare, wooden-headed West’s Shakspeare (though 
he did the best in Lear), deaf-headed Reynolds’s Shaks¬ 
peare, instead of my and everybody’s Shakspeare ; to be 
lied down to an authentic face of Juliet! to have Imogen’s 
portrait; to confine the illimitable ! I like you and 
Stothard (you best), but “ out upon this half-faced fellow¬ 
ship ! ” Sir, when I have read the book, I may trouble 
you, through Moxon, with some faint criticisms. It is 
not the fiatteringest compliment, in a letter to an author, 
to say you have not read his book yet. But the devil of 
a reader he must be who prances through it in five 
minute#; and no longer have I received the parcel. It 
was a little tantalising to me to receive a letter from 
Landor, Gebir Landor, from Florence, to say he was just 
sitting down to read my “ Elia,” just received; but the 
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letter was to go out before the reading. There are 
calamities in authorship which only authors know. I am 
going to call on Moxou on Monday, if the throng of 
carriages in Dover Street, on the mom of publication, do 
not barricade me out. 

With many thanks, and moat respectful remembrances 
to your sister, 

Yours, C. Lamb. 

Have you seen Coleridge’s happy exemplification in 
English of the Ovidian Elegiac metre 1 • 

In the Hexameter rises the fountain's silvery current, 

In the Pentameter aye falling in melody down. 

My sister is papering up the book,—careful soul I 


To MARV SETHAM. 

January 24, 1884, 

Lettbe COCOLVIII. ! Church Street, Edmonton. 

Dear Mary Betham—I received the Bill, and wk^eu it is 
payable, some ten or twelve days hence, will punctually do 
with the overplus as you direct: I thought you would 
like to know it came to hand, so I have not waited for the 
uncertainty of when your nephew sets out. I suppose 
my receipt will serve, for poor Mary is not in a capacity 
to sign it. After being well from the end of July t6 
the end of December, she was taken ill almost on the 
first day of the New Year, and is as bad as poor creature 
can be. I expect her fever to last 14 or 15 weeks— 
if she gets well at all, which every successive illness 
puts me in fear of. She has less and less strength to 
throw it oflE^ and they leave a dreadful depression after 
them. She was quite comfortable a few weeks since, 
when Matilda came down here to see us. ^ 

You shall excuse a short letter, for ray hand is un¬ 
steady. Indeed, the situation I am in with her shakes 
me sadly. She was quite able to appreciate the kind 
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legacy while she was well. Imagine her kindest love to 
you, which is but buried awhile, and believe all the good 
wishes for your restoration to health from 

0. Lamb. 

Miss Mary Beth am, 

to the care of Sir Wm. Bcthara, 

Record Tower, Dublin. 


• To Miss FEYER. 

Lettee CCCCLIX.] February 14, 1834. 

Dear Miss Fryer—Your letter found me just returned 
from keeping my birthday (pretty innocent!) at Dover 
Street. I see them pretty often. I have since had 
letters of business to write, or should have replied earlier. 
In one -^rd, bo less unetis/ about me ; I bear my privar 
tions very well; I am not in the depths of desolation, as 
heretofore. Your admonitions are not lost upon me. 
Your kindness has sunk into my heart. Have faith in 
me ! ft is no new thing for me to be left to my sister. 
When she is not violent, her rambling chat is better to 
me than the sense and sanity of this world. Her heart 
is obscured, not buried; it breaks out occasionally; and 
one can discern a strong mind struggling with the billows 
tjhat have gone over it. I could be nowhere happier than 
under the same roof with her. Her memory is imnatu- 
rally strong; and from ages past, if we may so call the 
earliest records of our poor life, she fetches thousands of 
names and things that never would have dawned upon 
me again, and thousands from the ten years she lived 
before me. What took place from early girlhood to her 
coming of age principally lives again (every important 
thing, and every trifle) in her brain, with the vividness* 
of real^presence. For twelve hours incessantly she will 
pour out without intermission all her past life, forgetting 
nothing, pouring out name after name to the Waldens, 
as a dream; sense and nonsense; truths and enws 
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huddled together ; a medley between inspiration and 
possession. What things we are ! I know you will bear 
with me, talking of these things. It seems to ease me, 
for I have nobody to tell these things to now. Emma, I 
see, has got a harp! and is learning to play, f^he has 
framed her three Walton pictures, and pretty they look. 
That is a book you should read; such sweet religion in 
it, next to Woolman’s, though the subject be baits, and 
hooks, and worms, and fishes. She has my copy at pre¬ 
sent, to do two more from. • 

Very, very tired! I began this epistle, having been 
epistolising ^ the morning, and very kindly would I 
end it, could I find adequate expressions to your kind¬ 
ness. We did set our minds on seeing you in Spring. 
One of us will indubitably. But I am not skilled in 
almanack learning to know when Spring precisely begins 
and ends. Pardon my blots*; I am glad you jike your 
book. I wish it had been half as worthy of your accept¬ 
ance as John Woolman. But Tis a good-natured book. 


To WILLIAM WORDSWORTH, 

Church Street, Edmonton, 

Letter CCCCLX.] February 22, 1834. 

Dear Wordsworth—I write from a house of mourning. 
The oldest and best friends I have left are in trouble! 
A branch of them (and they of the best stock of God’s 
creatures, I believe) is establishing a school at Carlisle; 
Her name is Louisa Martin; her address, 75, Castle 
Street, Carlisle; her qualities (and her motives for this 
exertion) are the most amiable, most upright. For thirty 
years she has been tried by me, and on her behaviour 1 
would stake my soul. 0, if you can recommend her, 
how would I love you—if I could love you better ! ^ Pray, 
pray, recommend her. She is as good a human creature, 
—next to my sister, perhaps, the most exemplary female 
I ever knew. Moxon tells me you would like a letter 
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from me ; you shall have one. Thu I cannot mingle up 
with any nonsense which you usually tolerate from C. 
Lamb. Need he add loves to wife, sister, and all *1 Poor 
Mary is ill again, after a short luciid interval of four or 
five months. In short, I may call her half dead to me. 
Good you are to me. Yours with fervour of friendship, 
for ever. 0. L. 

If you want references, the Bishoj> of Carlisle may be 
one. Louisa’s sister (as good as she, she cannot be 
\ better, though she tries,) educated the daughters of the 
late Earl of Carnarvon, and he settled a handsome 
annuity on her for life. In short, all the family are a 
sound rock. 


To THOMAS MANNING. 

LETTEf^CCCLXL] May 10, 1834. 

You made me feel so funny, so happy-like; it was as 
if I was reading one of your old letters taken out at 
hazaii€ any time between the last twenty years, ’twas 
so the same. The unity of place, a garden ! The old 
Dramatis Personae, a landlady and Daughter. The puns 
the same in mould. Will nothing change you? ’Tis 
but a short week since honest Kyle and I were lamenting 
the gone-by days of Manning and Whist. How savourily 
did he remember them! Might some great year but 
bring them back again! This was my exclaim, and R. 
did not ask for an explanation. I have had a scurvy 
nine years of it, and am now in the sorry fifth act. 
Twenty weeks nigh has she been now violent, with but 
a few sound months before, and these in such dejection 
that her fever might seem a relief to it. I tried to bring 
her to town in the winter once or twice, but it failed.. 
Tuthfll led me to expect that this illness would lengthen 
with her years, and it has cruelly—with that new feature 
of despondency after. I am with her alone now in a proper 
house. She is, I hope, recovering. We play Picquet, 
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and it is like the old times awhile, then goes off. 1 
struggle to town rarely, and then to see London, with 
little other motive—for what is left there hardly 1 The 
streets and shops entertaining ever, else I feel as in a 
desert, and get me home to my cave. Save that once a 
month I pass a day, a gleam in my life, with Cary at 
the Museum (He is the flower of clergymen) and breakfast 
next morning with Robinson. I look to this as a treat. 
It sustains me. C. is a dear fellow, with but two vices, 
which in any less good than himself would be crimes 
past redemption. He has no relish for Parson Adams— 
hints that he might not bo a very great Greek scholar 
after all (does Fielding hint that he was a Person ?)—and 
prefers “ Ye shepherds so cheerful and gay,” and “ My 
banks they are furnished with bees,” to “The School¬ 
mistress.” I have not seen Weight’s, but the faithfulness 
of 0., Mary and I can attest. ‘ For last year, in^a good 
interval, I giving some lessons to Emma, now Mrs. 
Moxon, in the sense part of her Italian (I knew no 
words), Mary pertinaciously undertook, being 69, to read 
the Inferno all thro’ with the help of his Translation, 
and we got thro’ it with Dictionaries and Grammars, 
of course to our satisfaction. Her perseverance was 
gigantic, almost painful. Her head was over her task, 
like a sucking bee, morn to night. We were beginning 
the Purgatory^ but got on less rapidly, our great authority 
for grammar, Emma, being fled, but should have pro¬ 
ceeded but for this misfortune. Do not come to town 
without apprising me. We must all three meet somehow 
and “ drink a cup.” 

Yours, 0. L. 

Mary strives and struggles to be content when she is 
well. Last year when we talked of being dull (we had 
just lost OUT seven - years - nearly inmate), and Cary’s 
invitation came, she said, “Did not I say something or 
other would turn up?” In her first walk out of the 
house, she would read every Auction advertisement along 
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the road, and when I would stop her she said, “ These 
are my Play-bills.” She felt j;lad to get into the world 
again, but then follows lowness. She is getting about 
tho’, I very much hope. She is rising, and will claim 
her morning l^icqiiet. I go to put this in the Post first. 
I walk 9 or 10 miles a day, alway up tho road, dear 
London-wards. Fields, flowers, birds, and green lanes, I 
have no heart for. Tho bare road is cheerful, and almost 
as good as a street. I saunter to the Red Lion duly, as 
^ou used to the Peacock. 

T. Manning, Esfj., 

Puckeridge, Herts. 


To Rev. JAMES GILLMAN. 

^ 5i/r. Walden's^ Church Street, 

Letter UCCCLXII.] Edmonton, August h, 1834. 

My dear Sir—The sad week being over, I must write 
to you to say that I was glad of being spared from 
attending; I have no words to express my feeling with 
you all. I can only say that when you think a short 
visit from me woidd be acceptable, when your father and 
mother shall be able to see me tuiih comfort, I will come 
to the bereaved house. Express to them my tenderest 
Regards and hopes that they will continue our friends 
still. We both love and respect them as much as a 
human being can, and finally thank them with our hearts 
for what they have been to the poor departed. 

God bless you idl, C. Lamb. 


To Rev. H. F. CARY. 

Letter COCCLXIH.] Se^ternhw 12, 1884. 

*^By Cot’s pleasing wo will not be absence at the 
grace.” 
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Dear C.—We long to see you, and hear arxjoimt of 
your peregrinations, of the Tun at Heidelburg, the Clock 
at Strasburg, the statue at Rotterdam, the dainty Rhenish, 
and poignant Moselle wines, Westphalian hams, and 
Botargoes of Altona. But perhaps you have seen, not 
tasted any of tliese things. 

Yours, veiy glad to chain you back again to your 
proper centre, books and Bibliothecse, 

0. and M. Lamb. 

I have only got your note just now per negligentiarri 
periniqui Moxoni. 


To Mr. CHILDS. 

Monday.^ Church Street, Edmonton {not 
Enfield, as you erront&udv direct 
Letter CCCCLXIV.] yours.) [September lo, 1834.] 

Dear Sir—The volume which you seem to want is not 
to be had for love or money. I with difficulty procured 
a copy for myself. Yours is gone to enlighten the*tawny 
Hindoos. What a supreme felicity to the author (only 
he is no traveller) on the Ganges or Hydaspes (Indian 
streams) to meet a smutty Gentoo ready to burst with 
laughing at the tale of Bo-Bo ! for doubtless it hath been 
translated into all the dialects of the East. I grieve the 
less, that Europe should want it. I cannot gather from' 
your letter whether you are aware that a second series 
of the Essays is published by Moxon, in Dover Street, 
Piccadilly, called “ The Last Essays of Elia,” and, I am 
told, is not inferior to the former. Shall I order a copy 
for you 1 and will you accept it 1 Shall I lerid you, at 
the same time, my sole copy of the former volume (Oh ! 
return it) for a month or twol In return, you shall 
favour me with the loan of one of those Noifoll^-bred 
grunters that you laud so highly; I promise not to keep 
it above a day. What a funny name Bungay is ! I never 
dreamt of a correspondent thence. I used to think of it 
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as some Utopian town, or borough in Gotham land. I 
now believe in its existence, as part of Merry England! 

\Here art some lines scratcJied out.^ 

The part I have scratched out is the best of the letter. 
Let me have your commands. 

Oh. Lamb, alias Elia. 


To Rev. H. F. GARY. 

'litter CCGCLX y.J [October 1834. j 

I protest I know not iu what words to invest my 
sense of the shameful violation of hospitality which I was 
guilty of on that fatal Wednesday. Let it be blotted 
from the calendar. Had it been committed at a layman’s 
house, say a merchant’s or manufacturer’s, a cheese¬ 
monger’s or greengrocer’s, to go higher, a barrister’s, 
a inemfBer of Parliament’s, a rich banker’s, I should have 
felt alleviation, a drop of self-pity. But to be seen 
deliberately to go out of the house of a clergyman drunk ! 
a cler|yman of the Church of England too! not that 
alone, but of an expounder of that dark Italian Hierophant, 
an exposition little short of his who dared unfold the 
Apocalypse: divine riddles both; and, without supernal 
grace vouchsafed, Arks not to be fingered without present 
blasting to the touchers. And then, from what house! 
'’Not a common glebe or vicarage (which yet had been 
shameful), but from a kingly repository of sciences, 
human and divine, with the primate of England for its 
guardian, arrayed in public majesty, from which the 
profane vulgar are bid fly. Could all those volumes have 
taught me nothing better! With feverish eyes on the 
succeeding dawn I opened upon the faint light, enough to 
distinguish, in a strange chamber, not immediately to be 
recognised, garters, hose, waistcoat, neckerchief, arranged 
in dreadful order and proportion, which I knew was not 
mine own. ’Tis the common symptom on awaking, I 
judge my last night’s condition from. A tolerable scatter- 
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ing on the floor I hail as being too probably my own, and 
if the candlestick be not removed I assoil myself. But 
this finical arrangement, this finding everything in the 
morning in exact diametrical rectitude, torments me. 
By whom was I divested 1 Burning blushes ! not by 
the fair hands of nymphs, the Buffain Graces 1 Remote 
whispers suggested that I coached it home in triumph. Far 
be that from working pride in mo, for I was unconscious 
of the locomotion; that a young Mentor accompanied a 
reprobate old Telemachus; that, the Trojan-like, he bore 
his charge upon his shoulders, while the wretched incubus, 
in glimmering sense, hiccuped drunken snatches of flying 
on the bats’ wings after sunset. An aged servitor was 
also hinted at, to make disgrace more complete, one, to 
whom my ignominy may offer further occasions of revolt 
(to which he was before too fondly inclining) from the 
true faith* for, at the sight of my helplessni^, what 
more was needed to drive him to the advocacy of Inde¬ 
pendency 1 Occasion led me through Great Russell 
Street yesterday. I gazed at the great knocker. My 
feeble hands in vain essayed to lift it. I dreadAl that 
Argus Portitor, who doubtless lanterned me out on that 
prodigious night. I called the Elginian marbles. They 
were cold to my suit. I shall never again, I said, on the 
wide gates unfolding, say, without fear of thrusting back, 
in a light but peremptory air, “I am going to Mr. 
Cary’s.” I passed by the walls of Balclutha. I had 
imaged to myself a zodiac of third Wednesdays irradiat- 
ing by glimpses the Edmonton dulness. I dreamed of 
Highmore ! I am de-vited to come on Wednesdays. Vil- 
lanous old age, that, with second childhood, brings linked 
hand in hand her inseparable twin, new inexperience, 
which knows not effects of liquor. Where I was to have 
sate for a sober, middle-aged-and-a-half gentleman, literary 
too, the neat ^gered artist can educe no notions'‘but of 
a dissolute Silenus, lecturing natural philosophy to a 
jeering Chroraius, or a Mnasilus. Pudet. From the 
context gather the lost name of-. 
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LErnsRCCCCLXVL] 18, 1884.] 

Dear Sir—The unbounded range of munificence pre¬ 
sented to my choice, staggers me. What can twenty 
votes do for one hundred and two widows ! I cast my 
eyes hopeless among the viduage. N.B .—Southey might 
be ashamed of himself to let his aged mother stand at 
the top of the list, with his XI00 a year and butt of 
sack. Sometimes I sigh over No. 12, Mrs. Carve-ill, 
some poor relation of mine, no doubt. No. 15 has my 
wishes, but then she is a Welsh one. I have Ruth upon 
No. 21. I’d tug hard for No. 24. No. 25 is an anomaly; 
there can be no Mrs. Hogg. No. 34 ensnares me. No. 
73 should not have met so foolish a person. No. 92 
may bob it as she likes, but she catches no cherry of me. 
So I have even fixed at haj'-hazard, as you’ll see. 

every third Wednesday, C. L. 


To Mrs. DYER. 

LettebOCCOLXVIL] Z>(ScmZ><?r 22, 1884. 

Dear Mrs. Dyer—I am very uneasy about a Book, 
which I either have lost or left at your house on Thursday. 

■"It was the book I went out to fetch from Miss Buffam’s 
while the tripe was frying. It is called “Phillip’s 
Thcatrum Poetarum,” but it is an English book. I think 
I left it in the parlour. It is Mr, Cary’s book, and I 
would not lose it for the world. Pray, if you find it, 
book it at the Swan, Snow Hill, by an Edmonton stage 
immediately, directed to Mr. Lamb, Church Street, 
Edmonton, or write to say you cannot find it. I am 
quite Anxious about it. If it is lost, I shall never like 
tripe again. 

With kindest love to Mr. Dyer and all, yours tndy, 

0. Lamb. 




NOTES. 


CHAPTER IV. 

1817-1823. 

Letter CXCVI (p. 1),—William Ayrton (1777-1858), Direc¬ 
tor of the Music at tho King’s Theatre in 1816, Famous 
as an impresario and as a musical critic. He edited Charles 
Knight’s Musical Library, whifirt did so much to popularise the 
beat com^Jfiors in this country. He was the first to produce 
Don Oiovamii in England, in April of this year. 

The late Mr. Mellish. Mr. Mollish, of Enfield, for many 
years M.P. for Middlesex. Ho made a large fortune as an army 
contractor. Whether he ever committed himself to opinions 
on poetical matters I do not know. 

Letter CXCVII (p. 4).—Mr. Barron Field; horn 23rd 
October 1786 ; j)raetisod at the Bar for some year.s, going the 
Oxford Circuit. In 1816 he married and went out to Now 
South Wales as Judp of the Supremo Court at Sydney. Ho 
returned to England in 1824, having resigned his post, and 
w^as afterwards appointed Chiof-.Iustioe of Gibraltar. See the 
Elia Essay, “ Distant Corres^iondents.” “ Botany Bay ” is now 
so much a matter of history that Lamb’s allusions to the 
criminal population, among whom he pictures his old friend as 
living, almost require explanation. 

“ So thievish 'tla, that the eighth commandment itself 
Scarce scemeth there to he ” 

is of course a parody of Coleridge’s lines in the “Ancient 
Mariner — 

“So lonely ’twas that God Himself 
Scarce seemM there to be.’’ 

The reader will not have much difficulty in separating the 
“ lies," to which Lamb pleads guilty in the various pieces of 

VOE. TT. y 
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intelligence here transmitted, from the truths. If the Mitchell 
mentioned was Thomas Mitchell, the translator of Ari8to])hanes, 
ho did not die till many years later, and Mr. Thomas Barnes 
became the famous editor of the Times instead of going to 
Demerara or Essequibo. George Dyer, on the other hand, was 
actually one of the six executors and residuary legatees under 
the will of Lord Stanhope. “ Mr. Lawrey ' was the Rev. 
Walter Lawry, a Wesleyan minister {Bibliotheca Comub. vols. 
i. and iii.). 

Letter CXCVIII (p. 6). — TFe have left the Temple. Lamb 
and his sister had lived for about nine years in Mitre Court 
Buildings, and for about the same period in Inner Temp.e 
Lane. 

Letter CC (p. 8).— The Garden of England, Covent Garden. 

Southey's curse. The Curse of Kehama. 

Coleridge's state and affairs. The new course of lectures, 
here spoken of as contemj)lated by Coleridge, were delivered 
early in the year following at a lecture-room in Flower de Luce 
Court, Fleet Street. 

Letter CCI (p. 9).—This brief note is worth printing, be¬ 
cause it led to the remarkable evening at Haydon’s, when 
Lamb mot Keats, Wordsworth, and the Comptroller of Stamps. 
See Haydon's Diaries, or my Memoir of Lamb (Men of Letters 
Series), p. 86. ' 

Letter CCII (p. 10).— W. H. goes on lecturing against 
W. W. Hazlitt’s Lectures on the English Poets, delivered at 
the Surrey Institution. 

Letter CCIII (p. 14).—The “books” here referred to are 
the collected edition of Lamb’s works in two volumes, publisl^ed 
in 1818 by the Olliers. The letter to Southey that follows is 
also on the subject of the new publication. 

Letter CCV (p. 16).—The “ticket” here mentioned was 
apparently for two courses of lectures delivered by Coleridge 
in December 1818 at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the 
Strand. 

Letter CCVI (p. 17).— To John Chambers. Mr. Chambers 
was a fellow-clerk with Lamb in the India House, and one of 
his most intimate friends in the olhoe. This letter, formerly 
in the possession of the late Mr. George Bentley, of New Bur¬ 
lington Street, was first printed by me with his most kind 
permission. The circumstances under which this tissue of 
audacious invention and wildest humour was penned are not 
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hard to divine. Mr. Chambers was clearly kept away from 
business by an attack of eczema, or some kindred affection of 
the skin, and Lamb, after a fashion of which there are many 
other instances, sits down to amuse the absent invalid by 
supplying him with material for a hearty laugh. The “ intelli¬ 
gence ” forwarded is of course tlie siniplesL romance, grounded 
in each case, wo may suppose, on certain bodily or mental 
peculiarities in the oflico clerks respectively named. The 
anecdote of Mr. llye’s sonnets and their resemblance to Petrarch 
has been so often quoted from this letter, though unpublished, 
as to have become already historical. The few notes that 
follow are taken from some memoranda supplied by the late 
Mr. H. G. Bolin, from whose collection the letter passed into 
the hands of Mr. Bentley. 

The letter is addressed to Mr. John Chambers, Leamington, 
Warwick. 

As Venn would say. Mr. Venn was an auctioneer. 

J) - does before 12 o'Clock. “Mr. Dowley, who was 

clerk and office-assistant to Mr. Chambor.s.” 

Wadd and Plumley. Wad^]*was son of a Rev. Dr. Wadd ; 
Plumleyj^iis the son of a silversmith on Ludgate Hill. Hyde 
was a clerk in the same office, familiarly called Old Jemmy 
Hyde. He claimed to be descended from Lord-Chancellor 
Hyde. Friend “eventually became chief clerk when the 
Ooinpni^ passed into the hands of the Government.” Bye, 
“ another clerk in the same office, and held to be very stupid ; 
got into debt and was dismissed.” See Letter to Manning of 
28th May 1819. Mr. Bonn adds that “this letter is evidently 
complete although it ends abruptly and is not signed.” 

Letter CCVII (p. 20). — A copy of Peter Bell," The 
verses to which Lamb here refers were those which J. Hamilton 
Reynolds wrote and published a few days in advance of Words¬ 
worth’s “Peter Bell,” in ridicule of the poet. The squib, 
issued from the publishing house of Taylor and He.ssey, bore 
on its title-page, Peter Bell: A Lyrical Ballad. “ I do affirm 
that I am the real Simon Pure.” It consists of some fifty 
stanzas, roughly imitated from the actual metre of Words¬ 
worth’s poem. It was furnished with a prose Preface and 
Appendix. The opening lines of the former may be cited as 
giving some idea of the insolent spirit in which the whole Jen 
d'esprit yas conceived ;—“ It is now a period of one-and-twenty 
years since 1 first wrote some of the most perfect compositions 
(except certain pieces I have written in my later days) that 
ever dropped from poetical pen. My heart hath been right 
and powerful all its years. I never thought an evil or a weak 
thought in my life. It has been my aim and my aohievement 
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to deduce moral thunder from buttercups, daisies, celandines, 
and (as a poet, scarcely inferior to myself, hath it) ‘ such small 
deer,’ ” etc. etc. etc. The verses that, follow are eon\])ose(l by 
stringing together allnsions to Alice Fell, Betty Fny, Harry 
Gill, and other names from Wordsworth's beat-known l)allada, 
with })hrase 3 and mannerisms borrowed from the more maw’kish 
of Ilia earlier jKicms. It may be added that it was the pub¬ 
lication of this“ Peter Bell,” to which Wordsworth’s came 
second, that explains Shelley writing a “I’etcr Bell the Third.” 

Rogers has been re-writing your Poem of the Sirid. Rogers 
wrote a poem on the same incident as that of Wordsworth’s 
‘ Force of Prayer : or, The l^ounding of Bolton Priory ” 
Rogers’s poem was called “ The Boy of Egremond,” and tlm iirst 
two linos of it— 

“ ‘ Say wliat i-emains when Hoijo is fled V ’ 

She answered, ‘ Endless weeping.' ” 

were, in some later editions of Wordsworth’s poems, prelixed as 
a motto to his “ Force of Prayer.” 

How do yo\L like my way yf writing with two inks? This 
letter was actually so written, in lines of black tJnd. red ink 
alternately. 

Lkttek CCVIIl (j). 22).— The Gladmans of Wnicathamstead. 
Lamb had relations in Hertfordshire, where his grandmother, 
Mrs. Field, resided so long. See the Essay, “Mackery End in 
11——shire,” and notes upon it, in my edition of Fdia. 

Tommy Bye. See preceding letter to Mr. Chambers. Mrs. 
Gold was the married name of Miss Burrell, the actress. 
Manning was now once more in England after his long ab.sence 
in China. This letter was addressed to him at Ware in 
Hertfordshire. ^ 

Lettkk CCIX (p. 24).— How 'prouAi we are fwre of the dedi- 
ccUian. Wordsworth had just published his early poem “The 
Waggoner,” in compliance with Lamb’s request made in u 
former letter. It aupcared, w ith a few shorter poems, in 1819, 
with tlie following aedication to Lamb ;— 

‘ ‘ My dear Friend—When I sent you, a few weeks ago, ‘ The 
Tale of Peter Bell,’ you asked ‘Why “The Waggoner” was 
not added 1 ’ To say the truth, from the higher tone of imagina¬ 
tion, and the deeper touches of passion aimed at in the former, 
I apprehended this little piece could not accompany it without 
disadvantage. In the year 1806, if I am not mistaken, ‘ The 
Waggoner’ was read to you in manuscript, and as you have 
remembered it for so lon^ a time, 1 am the more encouraged to 
hope that, since the localities on which the poem partly depends 
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did not prevent its being interesting to you, it may prove 
acceptable to others. Being, therefore, in some measure the 
cause of its present appearance, you must allow mo the gratifi¬ 
cation of inscrilhng it to you, in acknowledgmeiit of the 
])leasure I have derived from your writings, and of the high 
esteem with whicli 

“ 1 am very truly yours, 

“William Wordswoutii.” 

Tinijaniin is the waggoner’s name. 

0 Marn Sabilla Novcllo. The wife of Vincent Novello, the 
eminent composer and organist. 

TiKTTiui CCX (p. 26),—This letter to Lamb’s old friend 
Joseph Cottle, publisher and [loct of Bristol, has, I venture 
to tliink, an interesting history attached to it. This stid 
the following two letters were first printed by Cottle in his 
likirly Jifxolteclions of Coleridge^ published in 1837. Cottle 
gave the date of the first tw<i•correctly (1819), but by some 
oversigli^ feted the last of the three l<S2y. Kcccnt editors have 
made the error comjJete by dating them all 1829. Accordingly, 
in the autumn of 1886, when engagi'd in arranging the Letters 
for the present edition, I was perplexed by this confusion of 
dates, ajd couhl di.scovcr no internal evidence in the Letters 
themselves to resolve my doubts, A recent editor of Lamb’s 
Corrospoiidenoo had conlidcntly announced that the Collection 
of liikciicsses of British Bards was a certain work called Effigies 
roetia(\ being a set of ]»ortraits of distinguished English Poets, 
with short notices of their lives and ivorks, which w'as not in 
fact issued till the year 1824. This work (the letterpress of 
^hich, is.sued aiioiivmously, was by Barry Cornwall) only 
included poets already deceased, and therefore did not contain 
any portrait or notice of Joseph Cottle. When I had given uj) 
hope of finding any clue to the mystery, the actual volume 
inaicatod l)y Lamb came to light. It proved to be a copy of 
Byi’on’s ?]vglish Bards and Scotch Rnoiexocrs, profusely illustrated 
with engravings and drawings of the various poets and other 
literary charat'-ters occurring in the famous satire. My atten¬ 
tion was called to the copy by its containing, as its solitary 
water-colour drawing, a hitherto unknown portrait of Charle.s 
Lamb, Iw Mr. Joseph, A.R.A. : but on examining the book 
further, 1 Ibund that it contained alsf> a pencil drawing of 
Joseph Cottle, evidently copied from :i miniature. The date 
of the compilation, as given on a special title jtage, w'as 1819, 
and the person by whom it was compiled, one William Evans. 
By inquiring from the latest (lossessor of the volume, I dis- 
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covered that this Mr. Evans was Lamb’s old friend of that 
name, a collea^e in the India House, to whom Lamb owed his 
first introduction to Talfourd. Here then was beyond doubt 
the “particular friend” who was making a selection of the 
“Likenesses of Living Bards.” That Lamb was perfectly well 
aware of the use Mr. Evans proposed to make of the portraits in 
question wo cannot doubt; and we can imagine with what 
characteristic equanimity he was allowing liis own portrait to 
appear in illustration of lines by Byron quite as scornful as 
those in which poor Cottle was described. As Joseph Cottle, 
however, might not have received the intelligence with the 
same philosophic calm, Lamb did not think it necessary 
inform his old friend of the precise destination of his portrait. 
Since I made known these facts in the columns of AthemxiRumy 
Mr. Evans’s volume has passed into the keeping of the British 
Museum. 

Leiter CCXI (p. 27 ).—A daughter of Joseph'R. A. The 
name of Mr. Joseph’s daughter is appended to several of 
the drawings in Mr. Evans’s vdume, but by some oversight not 
to the likeness of Joseph Cowie, which was a cqnv from a 
miniature by Branwhite of Bristol. Mr. Joseph was an^associate 
only of the Royal Academy. He never attained the full rank 
of R.A. 

Your better favour, the ** Messiah." “In consequence of 
this application,” Cottle tells us, referring to the jfreceding 
letter of Lamb’s, “I sent C. Ijamb a portrait by Branwhite, 
and enclosed for his acceptance the second part of my Messiah." 
Cottle had published the first part of this Epic, “ in twenty- 
four books, four years earlier. Lamb, as usual, hits with 
unerring skill one of the few lines in the dreary waste of com¬ 
monplace that have some felicity of diction. Cottle had ruined 
the effect of the musical couplet— * 

“ The willowy brook was there, but that sweet sound— 
When to be heard again on earthly ground ? ” 

by adding the feeble lines— 

“(While sorrow gave th’ involuntary tear), 

Had ceased to vibrate on our listening ear.” 

Letter CCXII (p. 28).—Cottle’s Fall of Oam^nda, in 
twenty-four books, was published in 1811. 

Anything you should write against Lord Byron. Cottle had 
evidently informed Lamb of his “ Expostulatory Epistle to 
Lord B 3 rron ”—composed and published after the publication of 
the first two cantos of Don </uan. Of this effbsion, in rhymed 
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couplets, the following few lines may be given as a fair 
sample:— 

“Sunk, but not lost, from dreams of death arise ! 

No longer tempt the patience of the skies ! 

Confess, with tears of blood, to frowning Heaven 
The foul perversion of His talents given ! 

Retrace thy footsteps 1 Ere the wish be vain 
Bring back the erring thousands in thy train ! 

Let none, at death, despairing charge on thee 
Their blasted peace, in shuddering agony ! 

Their prop, their heart's last solace, rent away 
• That one long night might quench their Perfect Day." 

Lettkr CCXIII (p. 29).—Talfourd assigned this note to the 
year 1829, but it certainly belongs to the year 1819, for Cole¬ 
ridge’s sonnet referred to, “ Fancy in Nubibus : or the Poet in 
the Clouds,” was first printed in Blackwood's Magazine in 
November 1819, and this copy was evidently sent to Lamb in 
manuscript and before publication. For the better enjoyment 
of this humorous letter I malie no apology for reprinting the 
poem • 

“01 it is pleasant, with a heart at ease. 

Just after sunset, or by moonlight skies. 

To ipake the shifting clouds be what you please, 

Or let the easily persuaded eyes 
Own each quaint likeness issuing from the mould 
Of a friend’s fancy ; or with head bent low 
And cheek aslant see rivers flow of gold 
'Twixt crimson banks ; and then a traveller, go 
Prom mount to mount through Cloudland, gorgeotis land ! 
j Or, listening to the tide, with closed sight, 

Be that blind bard, who on the Chian strand, 

By those deep sounds possessed with inward light, 

Beheld the Iliad and the Odyssee 
Rise to the swelling of the voiceful sea.” 

Letter CCXIV (p. 29). — William Wordsworth, the third son 
of the poet, had just come to the school of the Charter House 
in Lomlon, and on this Wednesday half-holiday the Lambs had 
asked him to dinner. 

A certain }>rrface about imagination. The allusion is to 
Wordsworth’s own lines in “The Leech-Gatherer,” cited by him 
in the Preface to the 1815 edition of his Poems ;— 

“ Like a sea-beast crawled forth, that on a shelf 
Of rock or sand reposeth, there to sim itself.” 
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It is perhaps impertinent to point out the exquisite allusion to 
the poet having “ever been on Westminster Bridge.” 

Letter CCXV (p. 32 ).—Smm of Lloyd's lines on you. The 
“Stanzas addressed to * * in Idoyd’s Desultory Thoughts 
in London, written this year. 

Capcl Lofft's. A sonnet dated from Manchester and signed 
C. L. liad just appeared in a newspaper. 

Your marine sonnet was Coleridge’s sonnet, “Fancy in 
Nubibus—a sonnet composed on the sea-coast,” which appeared 
in lilaclcwood'8 Magazine of November 1819. In the same 
number there is a note on Sir Thomas B) owne by Coleridge, bul^ 
not contributed by him. It is signed G. J. 

Letter CCXVI (p. 83).—I have included this fragment of a 
letter because all Lamb’s opinions of eon temporary poetry arc 
worth preserving. Wordsworth’s “Duddon” sonnets had been 
published this year, and with them “ Dion,” “ Artogal and 
Eliduro,” “The Pass of Kirkstono,” “The Jjongest Day,” and 
others. 

•c 

Letters CCXVIII and CCXIX (p. 34).—These lettfti’s were 
first printed in Mrs. Mathews’s Memoir of her Husband in 1839 
(vol. iii. p. 192). As they imply, Charles and Mary Lamb had 
been invited to meet Charles Mathews, the elder, and his wife 
at the Gillmans’. Mrs. Mathews gives an account of thoHinner, 
from which the following sketch of Lamb’s outward man is 
worth preserving;—“Mr. Lamb's first approach was not pre¬ 
possessing. His figure was small and mean; and no man 
certainly was ever les.s beholden to his tailor. His ‘ bran ’ new 
suit of black cloth (in which he affected several times during 
the day to take groat pride, and to cherish as a novelty that he 
liad long looked for and wanted) was drolly contrasted with* 
his very rusty silk stockings, shown from his knees, and his 
much too large thick shoes without polish. His shirt rejoiced 
in a wide ill-waited frill, and his very small, tight, white neck¬ 
cloth was hemmed to a fine point at the ends that formed part 
of the little bow. His hair was black and sleek, but not formal, 
and his face the gravest I ever saw, but indicating ^eat intellect, 
and resembling very much the portraits of King Charles 1. Mr. 
Coleridge was very anxious about hispg< Lamb’s first impression 
upon my husband, which I believe liis friend saw ; and guess¬ 
ing that he had been extolled, he mischievously resoF/ed to 
thwart his panegyrist, disappoint the strangers, and altogether 
to upset the suspected plan of showing him off.” 

Master Mathew, a onaracter in Ben .Tonson’s Every man in 
his Humour. 
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Letter CCXX (p. 34).—Mr. Collier had published in 1820 
his “Poetical Decameron: or. Ten Conversations on English 
I’oeta and Poetry, particularly of the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I.” ; and this is the work now acknowledged hy Lamb. 
The discoveries about Twelfth Night wore only as to the origin 
of the plot being found in a novel by Parnaby Rich. The 
reference to the comedy and its [)erformanco at the Temple in 
Manningham’s Diary^ had not as yet been discovered by M r. 
Collier. Lamb’s allusion to Osrades is very curious. I feel 
no doubt that this is what he wrote in the letter, and that 
it was his imperfect recollection of the actual name, Rosader, 
character corresponding to Shakspeare’s Orlando in Lotlge’s 
Rosalind., the novel on which Shakspoaro built his As Vcm 
Like It. The speech of Rosader in addressing the Duke and 
company in the forest is one of those cited by Mr. Collier 
(vol. ii. p. 174). It begins, “Whatsoever thou bo that art 
maister of these lustie squires, I salute thee as gi’aciously as a 
Tuan in extreme distresse may : knowe that I and a fellow friend 
of mine are here famished in the forrest for want of food : perish 
wo must, unless relieved by thy favours.” 

The character of the Ass. V sixteenth century tract entitled 
“ The Hoolencss of the Ass,” discussed by Mr. Collier’s three 
“Friends in Council,” is here referred to (i. 168). Lamb con¬ 
tributed a short notice of it to his friend JIon(i’s Dvenj-Day 
Book. See Mrs. LcicMter's School, etc., p. 298. 

ThiHine you cannot appropriate. The line was— 

“ And weep tlie more because 1 wee]) in vain ” ; 

from Gray’s soniicL on the deatli of his friend We.sL. 

You will fmd last poem hut one. Morton, one of the 
speakers in Mr. Collier’s Decameron, instances Sir P. Sidney 
• and an epitaph written on him by Sir Walter Raleigh, in wliich, 
according to Harrington, he is called “The Scipio and the 
Petrarke of our time.” 

Letter CCXXI (p. 36). The “ beautiful lines ” here referred 
to were a copy of verses published in the London Magazine lor 
August 1821, signed “Olen.” They were entitled “Epistle to 
Elia: suggeifted by his Essay ‘Molle abpio faccturn ’ on New 
Year’s Eve.” Lamb’s essay had a])peared in the number of 
the M^azine for the preceding January. See Essa.ys of Elia, 
jjp. 37*and 38.^). The yioern was a gr.ive ]»ioic.st against the 
desj)ondont and sceptical tone of Lamb’s speculations on a 
future state of being. It is too long to give in its entirety, 
extending to nearly two hundred line.s, but an extract may be 
cited in proof of the eloquent earnestness of the remonstrance. 
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Speaking of the vagueness of Lamb's imaginings of the life to 
come, the writer goes on :— 

“ No ! never dream it: 

If thou but think this error, O redeem it. 

'The same that shadowed the green, leafy dells, 

And gave them music sweeter than thy hdln. 

Has furnished out thy Heaven by the sweet name 
Of Paradise. And thou, too, art the same : 

'The soul that revelled in thy Burton’s page 
Shall be alive with thee ; the bard and sage 
Thou lovedst hero, they wait but thy arrival ; 

Thy death shall bo a sleep, a self-survival. * 

Yea, thou shalt stand in pause when thou host set 
Thy foot upon heaven’s threshold, and beget 
Effaced remembrances of forms and times, 

Greetings and partings in these earthly climes : 

And there shall come a rush upon thy brain 
Of recollected voices, a sweet pain 
Of sudden recognition ; gentle stealings 
Of wakened memory—deey« voluptuous feelings, 

Pressures and kisses, that shall make thee start ^ 4 , 

At thy own consciousness, and own, Thm art." 

Lamb, it will be seen, conjectured that the lines might be by 
James Montgomery. They were by the late Sir Charles Elton, 
of Clevodon Court, a frequent contributor at that time 'lo the 
London Mayaaine^ and were included by him in a volume, Boy¬ 
hood^ and oth^ Poems^ published in 1835. 

This letter is doubly interesting, as revealing the origin of 
Lamb’s famous signature. There is no sufficient reason for 
supposing the explanation fictitious ; and Mr. Lowell’s con¬ 
jecture that Lamb owed it to the Epistolae Ho-ElianoB of James 
Howell cannot seriously be entertained. 

Letter CCXXII (p. 37).—^The first of a series of letters 
to Cowdon Clarke, which Mrs. Cowden Clarke most kindly 
placed at my disposal. It need hardly be explained that Mrs. 
Clarke was a daughter of Vincent Novello. Lamb was living 
just now in country lodgings at Dalston, and was not within 
easy reach of Leigh Hunt at Hampstead. 

Letter CCXXIV (p. 89).—The first sketch of the famous 
“ Roast Pig ” Essay, which appeared in the London Magazine of 
the following September. 

Letter CCXXV (p. 41).— Poor John's loss. Lamb’s elder 
brother, John, had died in November of the previous year. 
Captain Burney died in the same month. 
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The foul enchanter - letters four do form his name' 

The quotation is from Coleridge’s poem, “Fire, Famine, and 
Slaughter,” whore it is a paraphrase for Pitt. Here it is cer¬ 
tainly intended for Joseph Hume, who had already established 
his fame as an Economical Koforraor, and who the year before 
had cut down the salaries of the Distributors of Stamps, which 
directly affected Wordsworth. 

Busirane is the name of an enchanter in the Fairy Queen, 
Hume was engaged in attacking the salaries, pensions, and 
superannuation allowances of the public service generally. 

Milton hangs over my fireside. The portrait of Milton had 
^come into Lamb’s possession through the death of his brother 
John. 

My meeting with Dodd. See the Essay on “ Some of the Old 
Actors,” then just printed in the Lond/m. The fortunes of 
this magazine were already waning. 

Letter CCXXVI (p. 43).— The Numherer of the People. Mr. 
Rickman first organised the machinery for taking the decennial 
census. 

Letter CCXXVIII (p. 444.^John Clare (1793-1864), the son 
of an ngifcultural labourer in Northamptonshire. He had pub¬ 
lished, through Taylor and Ue.sscy, Poems, descriptive of Rural 
Life and Bcenery; and later in the same year (1821), The Village 
Minstrel, and other Poems. These are the volumes, doubtless, 
whicl»are acknowledged in this letter. Clare’s verse appeared 
from time to time in the London Magazine, through which 
association ho and Lamb had become acquainted. 

The “sonnet ” in the London for August referred to by Lamb 
was unsigned. 

Since I saw you I have been in France. Charles and Mary 
Lamb left London in the middle of Juno 1822 for a holiday in 
Paris. They were for a while the guests of James Kenney, the 
dramatist, at Versailles. From an entry in Crabb Robinson’s 
Diary we learn that they travelled in company with a French 
gentleman, and a nurse for Miss Lamb, in readiness for any 
return of her frequent illness. Charles Lamb was absent a 
month, but Mary Lamb remained at the Kenneys some time 
longer, returning to England on the 10th of Severnber. See 
subsequent letters to Mrs. Kenney and to Barron Field. 

Letter CCXXIX (p. 45). — Bernard Barton. This is the 
earliest of the interesting series of letters to the Quaker poet, 
of W3odbiidge, in Suffolk. Mr. Barton was clerk in the Bank 
of fhe Messrs. Alexander in that town. He was a contributor 
to the London Magazine, and Lamb had first met him at the 
hospitable table of the publishers, Messrs. Taylor and Hessey, 
who were in the habit of gathering their staff together at 
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periodical dinners. On one of these occasions Lamb had spoken 
playfully of the inconsistency of a member of the Society of 
Friends writing poetry, and out of a friendly remonstrance in 
reply there arose a correspondence, long carried on with the 
groate.st satisfaction to both. For fuller information about 
Mr. Barton, I would refer to the short biography of him 
prefixed to a selection of hi.s poems published after his 
death in 1849. The memoir, a model in stylo and feeling of 
what such a thing should bo, is by the Ute Edward FitzGerald, 
who married Mr. Barton’s only daughter and child. “Napoleon,” 
with other poems, was the third volume of verse published by 
Mr. Barton. It liad just before appeared. The sonnet here, 
quoted ia of course Lamb’s own. 

Lettku CCXXX (p. 46).—^Tho original of this letter is 
in the possession of my friend, Mr. W. J. Jefferson of Folke¬ 
stone, whoso mother was the Sophy of the letter. Mary Lamb 
had apparently been asked to bring homo a stray waistcoat of 
Crabb Robinson’s that he had left behind him in Paris. The 
allusions to the cow and the canary bird are to certain dis¬ 
turbers of Lamb’s sleep that exiated at his Dalston lodgings. 
Little Sophy, a daughter of the Kenneys, was ono'of twin- 
sisters ; Lamb called her his “ little wife.” The allusion to the 
sixpence is surely to the old nursery rhyme:— 

“ 1 love a sixpence, pretty, pretty sixpence, 

I love a sixpence dearer than my life—” 

LE'rrRRCCXXXI (p. 47). —Tlio following independent account 
of tlio vi.sit to Talma was supplied to me by the late Mr. 
Edward FitzGerald :—“ Lamb was staying at Paris with Kenney, 
when Talma invited them, with Howard Payne, to come and 
see an original picture of Shakspoare on an old pair of bellows 
which he had purchased for a thousand francs, and which 
I)rovod to be a well-known imposture, of which the great 
tragedian had recently become the victim. After admiring his 
.supposed acquisition, the party announced their intention of 
seeing him that evening in the play of llegulus, and invited 
him to sup with them afterwards, to which he assented. Ijamb, 
however, could not at all enter into the spirit of French acting, 
and in his general distaste made no exception in favour of his 
intended guest. This, however, did not prevent their mutual 
and higli relish of each other’s character and conversation, nor 
was any allusion made to the performance, till, on rising to go. 
Talma inquired ‘how he liked it?’ Lamb shook his head ?nd 
smiled. ‘ Ah 1 ’ said Talma, ‘ I was not very happy to-niglit; 
you must see me in Sylla/—* Incidit in Scyllam,^ said Lamb, 
‘qui viilt vitare Charybdim.’—‘Ah ! you are a ro^e—a great 
rogue,’ said Talma, shaking him cordially by the hand as they 
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parted.” The Sliakspearo portrait imposture is exposed in an 
article in Chambers's Journal of 27th Sej)tomber 1856, “The 
Apocryphal in Portraiture.” 

Lamb’s descri[)tion of Paris in this letter may well be su])i)le- 
mented by a few notes written for his sister’s guidance after his 
own retuin to England. He advises her to walk along the 
“ Borough-side of the Seine,” where she would lind a mile and 
a half of printshops and bookstalls. “Then there is a place 
where the Paris people put all their dead peo})le, and bring 
them flowers and dolhs and gingerbread-nuts and sonnets and 
such trifles ; and that is all, I think, worth seeing as sights, 
^except that the streets and shops of Paris are themselves the 
beat sight.” 

Letter OCXXXII (p. 49 ).—Yonr letter and poem. The poem 
sent was Bernard Barton’s “Verses on the Death of Percy 
Bysshe Shelley,” just issued in pamphlet shape. Shelley had 
perished on the 8th of July in this year. The lino taken in the 
poem was naturally one of solemn lamentation over the unhappy 
principles of the late poet. 

Lk^ br CCXXXIII (p. 5(Jj !—Poor Godwin. “ The pecuniary 
troubfts already mentioned assunied no serious form till the 
year 1821, nor did any real crisis arrive till the year 1822. The 
title to the proprietorship of the house in Skinner Street, of 
whicl]^ Godwin held a long lease, was disputed, and an action 
for ejectment was brought against him. After considerable 
litigation the suit was linally decided adversely to Godwin’s 
interests. The results were an enforced move from Skinner 
Street, a claim for arrears of rent, which was wholly unlooked 
for, the disorganisation of the whole of the business which had 
been carried on with considerable and increasing success, and 
finally Godwin became bankrupt.”—(Kegan Paul’s William 
Godwin, his Friends and CoTUemporaries.) 

Letter COXXXV (p. 51).—The first of a short series of 
letters to John Howard Payne, the American actor and play¬ 
wright. These letters appeared first, with comments by Mr. It. S. 
Chilton, in the Century Magazine for October 1882. To Mr. 
Chilton and the Editor I am indebted for their kind permission 
to use them. Mr. Payne lived much in Paris, where presum¬ 
ably Lamb made his acquaintance during his recent visit. 
Payne had a career of great poverty and struggle, but later in 
life Wlis made United States Consul at Tunis, where he died in 
1852. Among his many dramas was Clari, the Maid of 
Milan, in which occurs the famous “Home, sweet Home,” set 
by Bishop. Lamb’s letters to him deal chiefly with some of 
Payne’s dramas then being performed in London. The “little 
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wife ” at Versailles in the following letter is the Sophy Kenney 
of a preceding letter to Mrs. Kenney. 

Leiter CCXXXVII (p. 54).—The proposed Dedication was 
for the first collected edition of the Elia Essays, published early 
in the following year. It was, in accordance with Lamb’s “second 
thoughts” hero explained, not ultimately used. The “sort of 
Preface ’’ which appeared in the forthcoming number was the 
“Character of the late Elia,” by a Friend. 

Le'iter CCXXXVIII (p. 55).—Mr. Walter Wilson, an early 
friend of Lamb’s, was engaged upon a Life of De Foe, and liad 
written to Lamb for guidance. Wilson’s Memoirs of the Life ancL 
Times of Daniel De Eoe appeared in 1829. Lamb supplied to the 
work an “ Estimate of De Foe’s Secondary Novels,” which is, in 
fact, an expanded version of the criticism contained in this 
letter. See Mrs. Leicester's School^ etc. etc., p. 804. 

Letter CCXL (p. 68).—This letter was written to Miss 
Wordsworth, then on a visit to her brother, the Master of 
Trinity, at Cambridge. 

My new year's speculations. Tl'-e memorable Essay on “New 
Year’s Eve.” Whether the reference to the authoi: «of the 
Pleasures of Hope means that Lamb now believed the lines 
signed “Olen” to have been by the poet Campbell, is uncer¬ 
tain. Possibly it is only u playful allusion to his having him¬ 
self 'not indulged in these “ Pleasures” in the essay in quf-stion. 

Mrs. Paris, our Cambridge friend. Mrs. Paris, mother of 
the eminent physician of that name, was the sister of Lamb's 
friend Ayrton. It was at her house that the Lambs first made 
their acquaintance of Emma Isola. 

Letter CCXLI (p. 60).—The first of a aeries of letters to 
Mr. John Bates Dibdin, now for the first time printed. Mr. 
Dibdin was born in 1798, and died on May 11, 1828. He was 
the eldest son of Charles Dibdin the Yovinger, author of 
Young Arthur, and of innumerable plays, poems, songs, etc., 
and a grandson of Charles Dibdin, the nautical song-writer 
and composer. John Bates Dibdin hold a clerkship in the 
office of Messrs. Railton, Rankin, and Co., Merchants, in the 
Old Jewry. He for several years edited the European Maga¬ 
zine. He went to Madeira in the hope of re-establishing his 
health, but shortly after his return to England died of con¬ 
sumption. Lam indebted for this information to his n^nhew, 
Mr. Robert W. Dibdin, who has most kindly placed the original 
letters in his nossession at my disposal. 'To him I am further 
obliged for tne following interesting account of Lamb’s in¬ 
troduction to his uncle. The account is mainly in the words 
of a sister of John Bates Dibdin who survived him till quite 
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recently. It fully explains the allusions in the present letter. 
Miss Dibdin (Mrs. Tonna), after mentioning that she had visited 
Lamb at Islington, writes :—“ My brother, who took me there, 
had become very intimate with him, after a previously some¬ 
what long acquaintance. He was himself engaged in the 
city, and had constant occasion to conduct the giving or taking 
of cheques, as it might bo, at the India House. There he 
always selected the ‘ little clever man ’ in preference to the 
other clerks. At that time the Elia Essaijs were appearing in 
print. No one had the slightest conception who ‘Elia’ was. 
He was talked of everywhere, and everybody was trying to find 
I him out, but without succo.ss. At last, from the style and 
manner of conveying his ideas and opinions on dilferent 
subjects, my brother began to susj>ect that Lamb was the 
individual so widely sought for, and wrote some lines to him, 
anonymously, sending them by post to his residence, with the 
hope of sifting him on the .subject. Although Lamb could not 
kruno who sent him the lines, yet he looked very hard at the 
writer of them the next time they met, when he walked up, as 
usual, to Lamb’s desk in the taost unconcerned manner, to 
transaot^tho necessary bujftfiess. Shortly after, when they 
were €gain in couver.sation, something dropped from Lamb’s 
lips which convinced his hearer, beyond a doubt, that his 
suspicions were correct. Ho therefore wrote some more lines 
(anonymously, as before), beginning— 

‘ I’ve found thee out, 0 Elia I’ 

and sent them to Colebrook Row. The consequence was that 
at their next meeting Lamb produced the lines, and after much 
laughing, confessed liimself to be Elia. This led to a warm 
friendship between thorn.” 

The present letter was evidently written by Lamb on the 
occasion of this mutual disclosure. Mr. Dibdin had signed 
his poetic appeals to Elia with only the letter “ D.” Lamb’s 
assumption tnat bis new friend’s Christian name was Timothy 
is, of course, purely gratuitous. 

Letter CCXLII (n. 61).—Mr. Bruton was a farmer in 
Hertfordshire, and a mstant connection by marriage of Lamb. 
See letter of Lamb to Manning, May 1819, “How are my 
cousins, the Gladmana of Wheatharastead, and farmer Bruton ? 
Mrs. Pruton is a glorious woman.” These presents of pig were 
am^ng the first-fruits of Lamb’s famous essay in the London of 
September 1822. 

Letter CCXLIII (p. 62).—“While Mr. Barton’s poetical 
labours affected his health, the first success of them for a time 
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disconcerted him with his clerkship; though neither injured 
liealth, nor liope deferred, ever overshadowed his social good- 
humour, or discovered themselves in repining: nay, he even 
thought of quitting the bank and Woodbridge altogether, and 
trusting to Ids i»en for subsistence ; an unwise scheme in all 
men, most unwise in one who had so little authorly tact a.*i 
himself. Fiom this, however, he was fortunately diverted by 
all the friends to whom he communicated his design ” {Mevioir, 
by Edward FitzGerald). 

Letter CCXLV (p. 66).— Sewell. W. Sewell’s EUtory of 
the Qicakers, 17‘26. 

Abbeypony History. Sara Coleridge published in 1822 a 
translation of Martin Dobrizhofl'or’s Latin Accownt of the Abi- 
pones, a performance, in her father’s judgment, “unsurpassed 
fur pure mother English by anything I have read for a long 
time.” 

Mr. Milford’s place. The Rev. John Mitford, Rector of 
Benhall, Suffolk, poet and editor of poets, a neighbour and 
intimate friend of Bernard Barton. 

Letter CC.XLVII (p. 68).— An edition of “/jJoav In 
the Prolo^c that Lamb wrote to Godwin’s play of Faulkener 
in 1807, he alluded to the circumstance of Godwin being in¬ 
debted to Do Foe’s Roxana. See Mrs. Leicester’s School, etc., 
p. 371, and Kegan Paul’s Life of Godwin, ii. 162. ^ 

Who 'ivrule ** Quarl.” The authorehip of Philip Quarl is 
still, I believe, undetermined. 

Letter CCXLVIII (p. 69).— ** A Letter to an Old Oentleinan 
whose education had been neglected.^’ Thisyew d’esprit of Lamb’s 
was ultimately published in the London Magazine of January 
1826. See Mrs. Leicester's School, etc., p. 250. 

I took up Scott, Critical Essays on the English Poets, by 
John Scott, the Quaker poet of Am well. 

I dined in Parnassus. An account of this dinner is given 
by Thomas Moore in his Journals. Moore gives April 4 as the 
date of the dinner, so Lamb’s date is one of his not uncommon 
slips. Moore writes:—“Dined at Mohkhouse’s, a gentleman 
I had never seen before, on Wordsworth’s invitation, who livo.s 
there when he comes to town. A singular party—Coleridge, 
Wordsworth and wife, Rogers, Charles Lamb (tlie hero at present 
of the London Magazine), and his sister (the poor woman who 
went mad with him in the Diligence on the way to Paris), and 
a Mr. Robinson, one of the minora sidera of the constellation of 
the Lakes. . . . Charles Lamb, a clever fellow certainly, but full 
of villainous and abortive puns, which he miscarries of every 
minute “ (Moore’s/ourvia/s, iv. 61). 
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Letter COXLIX (p. 71).— My little hook. The first series 
of Elia (1828). 

The Quaker incident. See Essay on ‘ ‘ Imperfect Sympathies ” 
{Elia, p. 76). 

The discovery of roasting pigs. See also notes on this essay 
in my edition of Elia, p. 405. 

Uisfriend Naylor. Janies Naylor, one of the moat fanatical 
of the disciples of George Fox ; shamefully persecuted by order 
of the Parliament in 1666. 

How did you like Hartley's sonnets f Hartley Goleridge had 
published in the London Magazine for February his earliest 
s^^ginets, those addressed to his friend Robert Jameson. The 
first of these, here referred to, is the one beginning— 

“When we were idlers with the loitering rills,” 

See Hartley Coleridge’s Poems, i. 5. 

1 borrowed a seal of a friend. The friend was Barron Field. 
The letter to the “great man ” was to Walter Scott, on occa¬ 
sion of the appeal in behalf of Godwin. 

»• 

LEiTJiR fiCLII (m 76).— Your precious present. A minia¬ 
ture of Poi>e, which Procter had sent him. 

I have dined with T. Moore. See preceding letter, No. 
CCXLVIll, p. 69. 

• 

Letter CCLIII (p. 76).—Written to Miss Hutchinson (Mrs. 
Wordsworth’s sister), who was taking charge of an invalid 
relative, Mrs. Monkhouse, at Ramsgate. Lamb’s grave accusa¬ 
tions against his sister's penmanship are merely playful. 
Note the delightful strokes of humour in this and the following 
letter—“ ‘Time ’ (as was said of one of us) ‘toils after us in 
v|in.’ ” Johnson’s line on Shakspeare—“ Panting Time toiled 
after him in vain.” 

Mr. Oruvellegan would appear to be Lamb’s facetious attempt 
to reproduce the name of Edward Quillinan, afterwards Words¬ 
worth’s son-in-law. Lee Priory was the seat of Sir S. E. 
Brydges, the father of Quillinams first wife. 

Letter CCLIV (p. 78).— My letter to the old gentleman. 
The parody on De Quincey’s Letters to a Young Man whose 
Eduction has been Neglected. See previous letter to Barton 
of 6th M%rch. 

I miss Janus. “Janus Weathercock,” the now notorious 
Thomas Griffiths Wainewright (the forger and poisoner), had 
been on the regular staff of the London Magazine. 

Leti'ER CCLVII (p. 80).—This fragment of a letter to Charles 

VOL. JI. Z 
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Lloyd was first printed in the volume of Barton’s Letters 
and Poems already referred to. Lamb’s letter was written to 
Lloyd on occasion of receiving from him a fresh volume of 
his poetry: Poerrui, by Charles Lloyd : London, 1823. Among 
them are “ Lines, written Feb. 6, 1822, on the death of Mary 
Lloyd, Mother of the Author ” ; “ Stanzas on the Death of 
Mary Braithwaite, the third Sister of the Author” ; and others. 

Leitkr CCLVIII (p. 81 ).—I abused Hastirigs. The Elia 
Essay “The Old Margate Hoy” was written during Lamb’s 
sojourn at Hastings, and published in the Loudmi Magazine 
of this very month, July 1823. In the course of that essay ho 
had, as ho says, “abused Hastings.” Readers of Elia will 
remember the passage about “this detestable Cinque Port.” 
But, as will be seen, Lamb came to change his opinion of its 
merits. The small country church, here described, is the little 
church of Hollington, a mile or two (»ut of Hastings. It evi¬ 
dently inspired Lamb’s fancy in a wonderful degree. Ho recurs 
to the subject in more than one letter of this period. 

Southey has attacked “ Elia'* See chap. vii. of ray Memoir of 
Lamb in the Men of Letters Series. Southey’s artble appeared 
in the Quarterly for January 1823. The Elia E^^ay “On 
Witches and other Ni^ht Fears” was the one specially chosen 
by Southey to point his moral. 

Leiter CCLX (p. 83 ).—Vour kind sonnet, Wh-,t sonnet 
this could have been I do not know. Barton had published a 
sonnet to Elia in the London of the previous February, be¬ 
ginning— 

“ Delightful author 1 unto whom I owe 
Momeuta and moods of fancy and of feeling.” 

Barton included it in his volume roctic Vigils in 1824. ft 
embodies some discriminating criticism. 

Mr. Cary, the Dante-man .—The first mention in these letters 
of the Rev. H. F. Cary, the translator of Dante, and a frequent 
contributor to the London Magazine. Ho had a residence at 
the British Museum as Assistant-Keeper of Printed Books. 

LErTER COLXI (p. 86).—Hood was at this time on a visit 
to Hastings for his health. Lamb, who had himself been there 
lately, writes to instruct his friend as to seeing the lions, among 
which the little church at Hollington again appears. The 
reference to Standgate Street is simply a practical joke. There 
is no such street in Hastings, and though great changes have 
been made in the nomenclature of streets and roads in that 
town, the oldest inhabitant can recall no such name. 
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“ He saiiff in mentis.*' Quoted incorroctly froru Ijandoi ’s 
Gehir, Book iv.— 

“ Tu sniiliiif; meads how sweet the brook’s repose 
To the rough ocean, and red r('.stlcss sands.” 

Tom IVoodtjdte was a boatinan at IfaHtings, under whose care 
Hood often enjoyed a sail. See the “Literary Keminiscenees” 
in Ifottd's Gum. “Old Lignum Janua” in the opening of this 
letter would appear to be a Latin alternative for him. 

Letteu (XJLXIIl (]). 80). — Vour Slanztis mi BloomfielU.” 
"yiiis poem had been sent to Lamb on its appearance in the 
columns of a local paper, and when it was ne.Yt printed in 
Barton’s Toetie Vigils (1824) it was with certain modifications. 
That word “ Horkey,” for instance, which is the Suffolk name 
for the Harvest Supper, had disappeared (probably in deference 
to Lamb’s objections), and the stanza in which it occurred was 
recast so as to admit of “ Harvest-Home ” instead. 

How happily you have brought in his subjects .— 

“Circling the Old OaJi!FabU round, 

0 • Whose moral worth thy measure owns, 

Heroes and heroines yet are found 
Like Abner and the Widow Jones. 

'riiere Gilbert Meldrum's sterner tones 
In virtue's cause are bold and free, 

And ev’n the patient sufferer's moans 
In pain and sorrow idead for thee.” 

1 meditate a letter to S. in the “ London.** Tlie famous letter 
to Southey appeared in the following month. 

Letteu CCLXVI (p. 89).—Mr. Dibdin had sent Lamb a 
jucking pig (yet another result of the memorable essay), and 
with it a miniature semblance of a pig worked in satin and 
straw. 

Sir ! — as I say to Southey. A reference to the solemn and 
formal opening of his letter to Southey in the current number 
of the Londmi Magazine. 

Letter COLXVII (p. 90). — The kindness of your note. 
Southey’s letter is imblished by mo for the first time in the 
notes to “ Lamb’s Letter to Southey in the Londmi Magazine f 
in a pn^vious volume of this edition. The “Confessions of 
a Dnjnkard ” was a paper of Lamb’s contributed some years 
before to a compilation oy Basil Montagu, called “Some Enquiries 
into the Effects of Fermented Liquors. By a Water Drinker.” 
In the Quarterly for April 1822 appeared an article on Dr. Reid’s 
treatise on “ Hypochondriaaia and other Nervous Affections.” 



340 


LE'n’ERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


These “Confessions of a Drunkard” were there referred to as 
“a fearful picture of the consequences of intemperance,” which 
the reviewer went on to say “ we have reason to know is a true 
tale.” 

Letter CCLXVIII (p. 91).— Thou wilt aee a funny passage. 
See the Elia Essay “Amicus Redivivus,” and my notes there¬ 
upon, in Elia, pp. 281 and 418. 

Letter CCLXX (p. 94).—Mr. W. Harrison Ainsworth, 
the future novelist, is here addressed. Ho must have lent Lamb 
the works of William Warner, the Elizabethan poet, author of 
Albion’s England. The only English version of Goethe’s Fau*' 
then accessible was Hayward’s. 

Ainsworth, a youth of eighteen, was as yet residing at Man¬ 
chester, where his father was a solicitor. He came up to London 
in the following year. 


OHAPTEP, V. 

1824—1827. * 

Litter OCLXXII (p. 97).—Thurtell, the notorious murderer 
of Mr. William Weare, “ who lived in Lyon’s Inn,” was executed 
at Hertford on this day. It will be remembered that at his 
trial one of the witnesses enunciated the famous definition of 
Respectability. See Carlyle’s Works, passim. 

Letter CCLXXIII (p. 99).— Your friend Taylor. The Rev. 
0. B. Taylor, curate of Hadleigh, Suffolk, author of various 
reli^ous stories, now forgotten. 

Your account of my hlack-halling. It had been proposed tp 
admit Elia for circulation in a Book Club in Woodbridgo, to 
which Barton and other Friends belonged, with the result here 
mentioned. 

“/ham been merry once or ttoice ere now** 

—Master Silence, in Henry IV. Part IT. 

Coleridge’s hook. Aida to Eejlection, published in 1825. 
It consists largely, as will be remembered, of passages from 
Leighton’s writings with Coleridge’s comments. 

The decision against Hunt. The Liberal: Verse avd Prose 
/ratn the South, edited by Leigh Hunt in Italy, oontainedrin its 
opening number Byron’s “Vision of Judgment.” The Consti¬ 
tutional Association filed a criminal information in the King’s 
Bench for libel against John Hunt, the publisher. Tlie case 
came on January 15, 1824, and the defendant was ultimately 
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fined £100, and required to give security for good behaviour 
for five years. 

Letter CCLXXIV (p. 101).— Ine&illa^ or the Tempter," a 
story by one of the brothers Ollier, who had published Lamb’s 
collected works in 1818. 

Letter CCLXXV (}>. 101 ).—Poetic Vigils" A volume 
of verse by Bernard Barton, then in preparation. The motto 
finally chosen for the title-page was a stanza of Henry Vaughan, 
the Siluriat— 

“ Dear night! this world’s defeat.” 

Letter CCLXXVI (p. 103).—In 1824, Mr. FitzGerald tells 
us, Barton “received a handsome addition to his income from 
another quarter. A few members of his Society, including 
some of the wealthier of his own family, raised £1200 among 
them for his benefit. ... It seems that he felt some delicacy at 
first in accepting the munificent testimony which his own people 
offered to his talents.” Lamb’s letter is in reply to one from 
Barton, consulting him on th^^matter. Lamb, it will be seen, 
overstates 4he amount contributed. 

Letter CCLXXVIII (p. 105.)—This interesting letter is 
printed from the original in the possession of Mr. B. 
M‘George of Glasgow, who kindly placed it at my disposal. 
The le«er arose out of the following circumstances. James 
Montgomery, the poet, had this year edited a volume of 
original prose and verse, setting forth the wrongs and suf¬ 
ferings of the little chimney-sweepers, for whose relief a 
Society had been for some time labouring. The volume was 
entitled. The Chimney-Sweeper's Fri&nd, and Climhing-Boy's 
Album. Lamb had been invited to contribute a poem, but not 
finding time or inspiration, sent instead Blake’s verses, ' ‘ The 
Chimney-Sweeper,’’ then all but unknown to the ordinarv 
reader of poetry. They ap];)eared in Montgomery’s volume with 
this heading, “Communicated by Mr. Charles Lamb from 
a very rare and curious little work,” the very rare work being 
Blake’s Songs of Innocence. Bernard Barton, himself a con¬ 
tributor to Montgomery’s Album, had there discovered these 
verses of Blake’s, and had written to Lamb to ask questions 
concerning the writer of them. “ Is Blake a real name ?” was 
evidently his wonder. It will be seen that even Lamb did not 
know Blake’s Christian name. 

Ffttr rtcerU acquisitions of the Pidwre and the Letter. Barton 
had received from some relatives at Carlisle a portrait of his 
father, which had greatly pleased him. Barton describes it in 
a letter to his mend Taylor, included in Mr. FitzGerald’s 
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Memoir. The picture of Lamb’s father, here refeiTed to, has 
been engraved in Mr. Procter’s Memoir of Lamb. 

His poems have been sold hitherto only in Manuscript. Lamb 
obviously means that the Songs of Innocence were not printed, 
but etched in writing-hand on the same plates as the draw¬ 
ings that illustrate them. As usual, Lamb was one of the first 
to recognise genius where the world in general only saw insanity. 

The, Society v)ith the affected name. “The Society for 
Ameliorating the Condition of Infant Chimney-Sweepers ” is 
the name of one Society, mentioned in Montgomery’s book, 
having this philanthropic object. 

IVith the exception of an Epilogue. This was an epilogue 
to Shakspeare’s Richard //., performed by the family of Lamb^ 
friend, Barron Field. By the kindness of tho late Miss M. L. 
Field of Hastings, I possess a c^y of this epilogue, which will 
be found in its ])lacc, printed (I believe) for the first time, in 
Mrs. Leicester's School^ etc. See note in that volume. 

So we have lost another Poet. Byron had died at Missolonghi 
on the ] 9th of April. 

LwiTEfl CCLXXIX (p. 107) —your very pretty volume. 
Poetic Vigils^ now at last published (1824). ^ 

You have done Woolman injustice. In some lines headed 
“A Memorial of John Woolman, a Minister of the Gospel 
among the Quakers,” written in anapwstic verse. 

The. piece on Nayler. “A Memorial of James Nay^er, the 
Reproach and Glory of Quakerism.” 

Letter CCLXXX (p. 108 ).—Young Arthur, A story in verse 
by Mr. Dibdin’s father, Charles Dibdin the Younger. Many 
of the interspersed lyrics are thoroughly graceful and musical. 

Just returned from Botany Bay. Barron Field had this year 
resigned his post of Judge of the Supreme Court at Sydney^ 
ana returned to England. 

Letter CCLXXXI (p. 109).—Mr. Cary had sent Lamb his 
translation of the Birds of Aristophanes, 

Letter COLXXXII (p. 109 ).—On getting a house over your 
head, “Now, too, after having long lived in a house that was 
just big enough to eat and sleon in, while he was obliged to 
board with the ladies of a Quaker School over the way, he 
obtained a convenient house of his own, where he got his pic¬ 
tures and books^about him ” (FitzGerald’s Memoir). <* 

The album shall he attended to. The album of Lucy BtTton, 
to which the poem given in the succeeding letter was contri¬ 
buted. 

The ** Prometheus,” unbound. Mr. Mitford, Barton’s neigh- 
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hour and friend, had written to a local bookseller for a copy 
of Shelley’s Prometheus Unhoundf and after some delay had 
received the answer that he was sorry the work was not to bo 
obtained “in sheets.” 

A sonnet conceived and expressed with a witty delicacy, 
Shelley’s lines hardly constitute a sonnet. Lamb refers to his 
“ Lines to a Reviewer,” beginning— 

“Alas ! good friend, what profit can you see 
In hating such a hatelesa thing as me ? 

There is no sport in hate where all the rage 
la on one side.” 

A f-vdile effort in the next Number. The beautiful Essay, 
“ Blakesmoor in Hertfordshire,” was in the London Magazine 
for September 1824. 

Letter CCLXXXIII (p. 111).—These verses were headed, 
when sent in this letter, “In the Album of Hannah Barton.” 
Lamb explains why he had a.S8umed that Christian name. 

Letter OCLXXXV (p. 11|).—Mr. Procter (Barry Cornwall) 
was rc^rrftd to Miss Anno Skepper, the stop-daughter of Basil 
Montagu, in October 1824. 

Letter CCLXXXVI (p. 11.5).—Mr. Monkhouse, a cousin of 
Mrs. "V^ordsworth’s, was threatened with consumption, and had 
been ordered by his physicians to winter in Devonshire, Mi.sa 
Hutchinson was staying at Torquay with the Monkhouses. He 
died early in the following year. 

Lkti’ER CCLXXXVII (p. 117).—One of Mr. Mitford’s va.ses, 
which were actually made in China and sent home, is now, 
through the friendly offices of Mr. John Loder of Woodbridge, 
'* in the Editor’s possession. 

Fai(.ntleroy, the memorable banker and forger, was executed 
on November 80, 1824. 

Letter CCLXXXVIII (p. 119).—The book, transformed by 
the servant-maid into “Luster’s ’Tables,” was (as will easily be 
guessed) Luther's Tahle-Udk. 

Letter CCLXXXIX (p. 120).—Leigh Hunt was still with his 
family in Genoa. See the allusion in the last sentences of the 
letter.* He did not return to England till late in the following 
yeaP, 1825. 

Vinceniio is Vincent Novello. Lamb probably wrote Isa- 
hellay but Mrs. Novello’s name was Maiy Sabilla; Mr. Clark 
was Charles Cowden Clarke, her son-in-law. The various 
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details respecting the Novello family are ^re romance. The 
reference to the quite recent marriage of Procter (in October 
1824) further fixes the date of the letter. 

Irving has dedicated a hook to S. T. C. Irving’s “ Anniver¬ 
sary Sermon of the London Missionary Society,’^ preached at 
Whitfield’s Tabernacle in May 1824, and published with a 
Dedication to Coleridge. The following is an extract from this 

Dedication ; “-When I state the reason to be that you 

have been more profitable to my faith in orthodox doctrine, to 
my spiritual understanding of the Word of God, and to my 
right conception of the Christian Church, than any or all of 
the men with whom I have entertained friendship and conver¬ 
sation, it will perhaps still more astonish the mind and staggdi 
the belief of those who have adopted, as once I did myself, the 
misrepresentations which are purchased for hire and vended for 
a pnce concerning your character and works.” See Mrs. 
Oliphant’s Life of Irving, vol. i. chap. ix. 

Lkttbe OCXCI (p. 128).— The Chessiad, a mock-heroic 
poem, b^ Charles Dibain the Younger. The simile of the char¬ 
woman 18 a fair specimen of the whole, but {pace Lamb) is hardly 
up to the level of Hudibras. volume sent was Gim^ Tales 
and Lyrical Famaies: including The Chessiad, a moolr-heroic, 
in five cantos, etc. etc. (London, 1825.) 

Lettbb OCXCII (p. 124),— De Quineev's ** Parody. ” Lamb’s 
“Letter to an Old Gentleman,” etc., already more thfm once 
referred to as a parody of De Quincey’s Letter to a Toung Man 
whose Education has been Neglected. 

The **Homs.** A paper of Lamb’s, entitled “A Vision of 
Homs,” rather poor and forced, and on a dubious subject, 
wai^rinted in the London Magaxine for this month. 

The Memoir of Liston. See Mrs. Leicester's School, etc., p. 
268. It appeared, as did also the parody on De Qnincey, in* 
the London Magaxine for January 1825. 

In the next Number I figure as a Theologian / Lamb pub¬ 
lished a short paper, ** Unitarian Protests,” directed against 
the conformity to Church ceremonies by his old friends the 
Unitarians. 

I have lately nicked up an. epigram. The epigram in question 
was by Henry Man, one of the clerks in the South-Sea House, 
when Lamb first knew that Institution. The two noble earls 
were Lord Spencer and Lord Sandwich. Lamb refers to the two 
“forgotten volumes” by Man, in his Elia Essay, “Efecollec- 
tions of the South-Sea Mouse.” The volumes were publfthed 
in 1802 : Miscellaneous Works in Verse and Prose of the late 
Henry Man. The epigram is there mven. Man was Deputy- 
Secretary at the South-Sea House in 1798. 



NOTES. 345 

Lett£r COXCIV (p. 126).— That ugly paper^ the “Vieion 
of Horns ” before mentioned. 

Dream on J. Bunyan.'* Refers possibly to some lines by 
Barton on seeing a portrait of John Bunyan, which were printed 
some time after in Major’s edition of the Pilgrim's Progress^ 
with Southey’s Biography of the author. 

The second Nurfibcr. Of the London Magazine, New Series. 

The queen qf the East Angles. Barton’.s daughter, Lucy. 

Letter CCXCV (p. 127).— I soav Tuthill yesternight. Lamb 
had been taking medical advice as to his qualifications to retire 
from tho India House, on the score of ill-health. 

Letter CCXOVII (p. 128).—See Lamb’s Elia Essay, “The 
Superannuated Man,” and the notes thereon, in my edition of 
Elia. The final release from his slavery came about on the 
last Tuesday in March. Two medical men, Tuthill, and Cole¬ 
ridge’s friend, Gillman of Highgato, gave him the necessary 
certificates. 

Lb'itbr OOXOVIII (p. 181).— 

^ “ The little hi/rd that wings the shy.*' 

A random shot at Lovelace’s— 

“ The birds that wanton in tho air 
a Know no such liberty.” 

Tell me how you like '^Barbara S,*' See Essays of Elia 
^p. 272 and 416). It appeared in the London for this month. 
The actual heroine of the story was Fanny Kelly. 

Letter COC (p. 183).— Coleridge has just finished his Prize 
Essay. Refers to a paper by Coleridge, on the Prometheus of 
iEschylus, read before the Royal Society of Literature on the 
18th of May 1826. 

My hiatus crumenoe." What Falstaff calls this “con¬ 
sumption of the purse. ” Lamb had retired upon two-thirds of 
his salary ; hence tJie reference to his missing “ thirds. ” 

Letter 0001 (p. 184).— My poor pittance in the ** London." 
The allusion is to the Elia Essay, “The Convalescent,” in the 
London Magazine for this month. 

Yowr hook. Barton had sent Lamb his volume. Poems, by 
Bematd Barton, 1820. It contains “Meditations in Great 
Bealings Churchyard,” and tho other pieces referred to by 
Lamb. It is dedicated in some prefatory lines to Maria Hack, 
and tho volume itself onens with “ Yerses supposed to be written 
in a Burial-ground belonging to the Society of Friends,” in 
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which the ‘ ‘ baldness ” of the ground, as regards ‘ ‘ sculptured 
monuments,” is apologised for. 

Arms Knight, Mrs. Knight, a member of the Society of 
Friends, who kept a school at Woodbridge, was a dear and 
intimate friend of Bernard Barton and his (langhtor. 

Letter CCCII (p. 185).—This letter is in reply to one from 
Coleridge, first printed in the “Literary Reminiscences” in 
IJnod'a Ovm. Coleridge had met with the Odes and Addresses 
to Great People^ by Hood and his brotlier-in-law, J. H. 
Reynolds, but published anonymously, and had conjectured 
from internal evidence that the volume was by Lamb. He 
wrote accordingly to tax Lamb with it. “Yes, Master Charles, ” 
he writes, “you are discovered ” ; and he adds, “the puns are 
nine out of ten good, the ‘Nowgatory,’ transcendent.” 

Letter CCCIV (p. 138).—Southey had sent Lamb his Book 
of the Church (1824), and his poem, the Tale of Parag^Lay, just 
published (1826). The poem was founded upon incidents in 
DobrizhofFer’s History of the Abipoms, translated from the Latin 
by Sara Coleridge three years before. Hence the ‘ ‘ compliment 
to the translatress ” referred to Lamb. In the th^rd canto 
of the poem, Southey, in describing Dobrizhoff’er, prbceeds 
thus 

♦* But of his native speech because well-nigh 
Disuse in him forgetfulness had wrought, 4 , 

In Latin he composed his history ; 

A garrulous, but a lively tale, and fraught 
With matter of delight and food for thought. 

And if he could in Merlin’s glass have seen 
By whom his tomes to speak our tongue were taught, 

The old man would have felt as pleased, I ween. 

As when he won the ear of that great Empress Queen.” 

Southey’s poem was prefaced with a poetical dedication to 
his littie dau^ter, Edith May Southey, beginning— 

“ Edith I ten years are numbered since the day 
MTiich ushers in the cheerful month of May, 

To us by thy dear birth, my daughter dear, 

Was blest.” 

The poem itself opens with an apostrophe to the discoverer 
of vaccination— 4 . 

“ Jenner ! forever shall thy honoured name.” ^ 

/ ham a one-act farce gofimg to be acted at the Haymarket. 
Probably the Panonhroker's Daughter, which happily was not 
destined to be performed. 
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G. Dytr is in the height of an uxorious paradise. According 
to Crabb Robinson, he married a laundress in Clifford’s Inn. 

LErrER CCCV (p. 141 ).—You ham come off tHumphaml 
loith Bartholoimw Fair. In the Number of the Every-Day 
Book for September 5, 1825, there is a long account of a personal 
visit to Bartholomew Fair, by Hone himself. 

Letter CCCVI (p. 142).—This playful note was printed by 
me lor the first time. The allusion to “flame-coloured” hose 
would seem to arise out of an indistinct association with Sir 
^Andrew Aguecheek. 

Letter CCCVII (p. 142).—Lamb was at this time contri¬ 
buting to the now Monthly Magazine his “Popular Fallacies.” 
They ap})eared between January and September in this year, 
and are the “Proverbs” referred to. See also the following 
letter. 

Letter CCCIX (p. 143 ).—I got your hook. Barton’s last 
volume of poems, Devotiomtl Verses: fov/nded oily amd illustra¬ 
tive of. SMccl Texts of Scriptit^e. (London, 1826.) 

llmfoi'in as they arCy and untristorify'd. Tliis last word is 
certainly as Lamb wrote it, but what lie meant bv it, and from 
what he formed it, I must leave to the critics to determine. 

Spiritual Law" is a short poem on the text “ But the 
word " very ni^h thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, that 
thou raay’st do it.” 

Whipping the Greek drama upon the hack of Genesis. In 
some versos on Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac, Barton 
had written-^ 

“ Brief colloquy, yet more sublime 
• To every feeling heart 

Than all the boast of classic time 
Or Drama’s proudest art; 

Far, far beyond the Grecian stage, 

Or Poesy’s most glowing page.” 

Letter CCCX (p. 144).—“ The Religion of the Actors." A 
little paper by Lamb, printed in the new Monthly Magazine for 
May of this year. 

Letter CCCXI (p. 146). — Your nephew's pleasant hook. 
Hej^ry Nelson Coleridge published this year with John Murray, 
Six^ Months in the West I^ies in 1826, the narrative of a journey 
taken by the young man in company with his uncle for the 
benefit of his health. It contains pleasant and graphic descrip¬ 
tions of the various places visited, and is written throughout in 
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a witty vein, and in a tone of rather ostentatious Epicureanism, 
which no doubt led to Coleridge’s strictures on its morality. 
The style is curiously unlike Lamb’s, but exhibits many signs 
of the influence of the Sentimental Journey, as Lamb truly 
remarks. But the little volume “ saddens into excellent sense’’ 
towards the end, in a serious discussion of the then biuming 
question of West Indian Slavery. 

F. K. Fanny Kelly. 

LeiteuCCOXV (p. 149 ).—The likeneaa which accompanies this 
Utter was obviously the well-known etching on copper by Mr. 
Brook Pulham. Tbis portrait was taken in 1826, and is now in 
the possession of the India Office. 

Letter CCCXVI (p. 150).—Mr. Dibdin was staying at 
Hasting, as his delicate health often obliged him to do, and 
was lodging at a baker’s, to which fact allusious will be dis¬ 
covered in this and the following letters. The theme of the 
little church at Hollington is again the subject of infinite varia¬ 
tions. “ Blucher Row ” is a thing of the past, and has merged 
into a thoroughfare bearing a quiU other name. o 

Peter Fim. The name of a personage in a poem of Thomas 
Hood’s. 

Letter COCXVIII (p, 163).—Lamb and his friend Dibdin 
were given to exchanging letters in rh^e. The ‘ ‘ Dibdin M use ” 
seems to have favoured, in vmious degree, all members of the 
family, and we find Lamb retorting that he too came of a 
poetical stock, and adduciim his famer, old John Lamb, the 
Lovel of the E^y on “The Old Benchers of the Inner Temple.” 
See that Essay, and my notes upon it. Poor Dibdin had 
apparently allowed “plan,'sir” to rhyme to “stanza” in the 
e^sion which called forth this reply. “Small Bohemia,” or 
“Little Bohemia,” remains to this day, I believe, the name of 
a district outside Hastings. 

Letter CCCXIX (p. 166 ).—The Qtu>tidian. Hone’s Every- 
Bay Book. Lamb had published some “Quatrains” to Hone 
in the London Magousine, which were reprint^ in the Every-Day 
Book of July 9, 1826. Hone impended to them a poetical reply 
in the same number, headed “ Quatorzians.” For Lamb’s verses, 
see Poems, Plays, and Essays, p. 90. They begin— 

“ 1 like yon and your book, ingenious Hone t” 

Letter OCOXX (p. 166).—Another of those wild and gro¬ 
tesque effusions, written to amuse the invalid during his enforced 
loneliness at a watering-place. Mr. Dibdin’s nephew informs 
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me that his unole was remarkable for his genuine piety and 
relimous habits, which makes the banter even more extoavagant. 
“Old Ranking” was, of course, one of the firm in the Old 
Jewry, young Dibdin’s employers. 

Letter CCCXXI (p. 168 ).—The Oarrick plays. Lamb was 
laboriously going through this collection, becjuoathed by Garrick 
to the nation, for the purpose of publishing selections from 
them in his friend Honeys TahU Book. 

I may just refer to Lamb’s expression, dross matters,”— 
matters, that is, touching monrtey. In previous editions of 
^Lamb's Letters, readings have varied curiously from “these 
matters” to “dress matters.” 

Letter CCCXXII {p. 160). — Sacred Specimens. Mr. Mitford 
published this year his Sacred Specimens: Selected from Early 
English Poets. 

EooipB hook is mighty clever. Whims and Oddities, Second 
Series. 

LsTTim CCCXXIII (p. 1^.—^Talfourd ^misdated this letter 
by a^ear, placing it m 1826. “Poor Norris” was Randal 
Norris, Sub-Treasurer of the Inner Temple, and one of the 
earliest and most loyal friends of Lamb and his parents. He 
died this month, and was buried in the Temple ohnrohvard. 
Norrirwas connected through his wife with the Hertfordshire 
village *of Widford, which Lamb knew so well. It adjoined 
Blakesware. It is worth noting that in the Second Series of 
Elia^ published in Lamb’s lifetime, in 1838, this letter to 
Talfourd, with a few variations and the substitution of changed 
initials for the real names, was included as an ess^, under the 
title of “A Death Bed. In a Letter to R. H., Esq., of 

B-.” In the essay, Norris appears as “N. R.”; poor 

deaf Richard as “deaf l^bert” ; and Charley (Lamb him^lp 
as “Jimmie.” In the concluding sentences, a more explicit 
account is given of the family’s necessities. “Thev are 
left almost provisionless. Some life assurance there is ; but I 

fear not exceeding-. Their hopes must be from your 

Co^ration, whion their father has served for fifty years.” 

The essay was withdrawn after the first edition of the Second 
Series. Probably the wife and daughters of Randal Norris 
objected (and not without reason) to have their family ciroum- 
stayes disclosed, under so very slender a disguise. 

WeHl still make 'em run. The old song referred to is the 
ori^al version of Hearts qf Oak. It was published in the 
Unwersal Magazine for March 1760, entitled “A new Song, 
song by Mr. Ohampness in Harlequin*s Invasion." 
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‘ ‘ They swear they’ll invade us, those terrible foes 
They frighten our women, our children, and beaus ; 

But should their fiat-bottoms in darkness get o’er, 

Still Britons they’ll find to receive them on shore.” 

The song was written under tlio insjiiration of the year 
(1759) of Pitt’s greatest triuropha—-the year of Minden and 
Quebec. See Nohis and Queries, 7th series, vii. 18. 

Letter CCCXXV (p. 163).—^This letter was clearly written 
for publication and appeared in Hone’s Table. Book (i. 3). It 
served as ])refaoe to the .selections whicli thenceforth wore given 
weekly. 

Letter CCCXXVII (p. 16.5). — The last,Extract. See Table 
Booky i. 357. In the passage from Porter's “ Two angry Women 
of Abingdon ” the printer had given the line referred to— 

“ Blush forth golden hair and glorious red,” 
ruining at once sense and metre. 

Letter CCCXXVIII (p. IdoV —Your picture, v^Uaydon’s 
“Alexander,” exhibited in the Royal Academy this yean See 
Haydon’s Diaryy ii. 149. 

The two lordlike Bwks were, according to Haydon, who fimt 
printed this note of Lamb’s, the Duke of Devonshire and Agar 

Letter CCCXXIX (p. 166).—This letter was addressed to 
Novello in the pages of Hone’s Table Book (i. 514). It followed 
the publication (in the “ Garriok ” Series) of the beautiful lyric 
from George Peele’s ArraignmenJt of PariSy beginning— 

“ Fair and fair and twice so fair, 

As fair as any may be.” 

Lamb headed his letter ‘ ‘ To my esteemed friend and excel¬ 
lent musician, V. N., Esq.” 

Letter CCCXXX (p. 167).— A correspomdent in your last 
number. See Table Booky i. 808. This letter was signed 
“The Veiled Spirit.” Lamb’s reply appeared in the next 
number (ii. 10). 

Letter CCCXXXI (p. 168).—This letter was first printed by 
me in its entirety from the original manuscript. Tlie first 
paragraph, hitherto omitted, tells an amusing and characteristic 
ato^ of Lamb and Thomas Hood. 

The picture verses were some lines written by liamb to 
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accompany the gift to Barton of a coloured print, in a frame. 
The linos were afterwards published in his Album Verses, 
1880, and will bo found in my edition {Poems, Plays, aud 
Essays, p. 102). 

Bernard Barton delighted to cover his walls with such 
pictures as he could afford, respecting which a pleasant passage 
will be found in Edward FitzGeriud’s Memoir. Lamb had 
somewhere picked up a coloured print representing a little boy 
learning to read at his mother^s knoo, and showing many 
obvious signs of childish obstinacy. For this picture Lamb 
had borrowed from Thomas Hood an old frame, considerably 
I too large for it; but by carefully coating the superfluous margin 
of glass with cobbler’s-wax, he and his friend Hood had suc¬ 
ceeded in giving the whole a reputable appearance. It was on 
suggesting the use of this frame that Hood observed that 
Barton would bo “sure to like it, because it was broad-brimmed." 
In writing his versos Lamb, remembering the jest, ended as 
follows:— 

“ For the Frame— 

’Tis not ill-suited to the same ; 
lOak-carved, not gill^lTor fear of falling; 

* Old-fashioned, plain, yet not appalling ; 

And broad-brimmed, as the Owner’s Calling.” 

The laist line, Lamb here requests Bernard Barton to expunge. 
WheiP he printed the poem three years afterwards in Album 
Verses* he retained the line, but with a modification— 

“ Ajid sober, as the Owner’s Calling.” 

The print, in its ill-fitting frame, hung over the mantelpiece in 
the late Mrs. FitzGerald’s (Lucy Barton’s) drawing-room. The 
original manuscript, with the last line carefully erased with 
Barton’s “best ivory-handled,” is, by her generous kindness, 
in the possession of the editor. The picture has yet one more 
poetic association. It forms the subject of some pretty verses 
by Barton, in his New Year's Eve, arid other Poems, 1828, 
entitled “Fireside Quatrains to Charles Lamb.” 

LE'jmsR CCCXXXII (p. 170).—In Hone’s Table Book (ii. 65) 
appeared a sonnet of Lamb’s addressed to Miss Kelly, “ on her 
excellent Performance of Blindness in the revived opera of 
Arthur and Emmeline." Hence this letter. 

Better OCCXXXIII (p. 170).—First printed by Mr. P. G. 
Patmore in My Friends avd AequaiiUance (1864). 

Dash was a dog that had been given to Lamb by Thomas 
Hood. Mr. Patmore has muoh to tell of this roving animal. 
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who ultimately was transferred to Mr. Patmore’s keeping. See 
My Friends and Acquaintcmce^ vol. i. p. 29. 

“ If he bring but a relict aioay, 

He is happy ^ nor heard to complain** 

See Shenstone’s Pastoral Ballad, “Absence”— 

“ Tlie pilgrim that journeys all day 
To visit some far-distant shrine, 

If he bear but a reliquo away 
Is happy, nor heard to repine.” 

Lettre COCXXXIV (p. 172).— lam busy vnth a farce in tioo 
acta. The Intruding fVidoio, a dramatio poem founded on Mr. 
Crabbe’s tale of The Confdant. See Poemst Pla/ya, amd Esscvya. 
Ultimately published in Blackmodla Magaxmt. 

Lkttkb CCOXXXV (p. 174).—Sir John Stoddart, Chief- 
Justice at Malta. See Letter LXXXIX. in vol. i., and note. 

Fea/m*8 *■*Anii-Tooke.** Anti Tooke: or^ an Analysis of 
Language. (London, 1824.) • ^ 

Letter GCCXXXVI (p. 176).— My engraving. The etching 
on copper by Brook Pulham. 

I aod my Blackesware. See £lia Essay, “ Blakesmoor in 
Hertfordshire," and notes upon it, in this edition. Thf essay 
was first published in the London Magazine. 

Letter CCOXXXVII (p. 177).—The reference here is to 
Lamb’s contributions to the Table Book of extracts from the 
Garrick plays. Hone felt deeply the kindness of Lamb and his 
sister during his struggling career. In dedicating to them his 
Every-Day Book^ he says;—‘‘ How can I forget your and Miss 
Lamb's sympathy and kindness when glooms overmastered me, 
and that your pen sparkled in the bo^ when my mind was in 
clouds and darkness. These ' tiiiles,’ as each of you would call 
them, are benefits scored upon my heart" 

Leti'er OCCXXXVIH (p. 177).—Barton had been sending 
verses for £mma Isola’s album. Respecting Mr. Fraser's pro¬ 
jected album, see note to Letter COCLII. 

**Future Lord Byrons and sweei L. E. L.*a.’* This is a line 
from some verses on albums, which have been attributed, I 
think on insufficient grounds, to Lamb himself. * 

My tragi-comedy. The Intruding Widow. 

Your Drummmds. Lamb uses the name of one famous firm 
of bankers to indicate Barton’s employers, the Alexanders. 

EnpassotmL I despair of interpreting Lamb’s attempts at 
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the French language. Talfourd, equally hopeless, omitted the 
last sentence, but 1 restore it from the original manuscript. 

LETTEiiCCCXXXIX (p. 179).—See Table Book,ii. 287, “Past, 
Present, and Future. Extemporaneous Lines, written to oblige 
a young Friend who suggested the Topic.” ilone signed his 
own contributions with a *. In the poem occur these lines, to 
which Lamb specially refers :— 

“Time, that faithful tutor, 

Were I but teachable, might show the Future 
As the Present is ; and yet I paint it 
• Teeming with joy,” 

Letter CCCXLII (p. 181).—ifr. Watts. Alaric A. Watts, 
the editor of various albums and keepsakes. 

' ‘ Lardf what good hours do we keep ! ” 

—From a poem by Charles Cotton, quoted in the Complete 
Angler. 

A feeble counter • action ^^rd the Table Book of last 
Saturd'j^. •We must suppose there had been some critical 
attacks upon Hood’s “ Pleiv of the Midsummer Fairies ” (1827), 
for Lamb contributed to the Table Book a prose version of a 
portion of that poem, under the title, “ The Defeat of Time : 
or a Trie of the Fairies” {Table Book, ii. 336). After para¬ 
phrasing, the earlier part of the poem, Lamb breaks off with 
the following postscript; — “ What particular endearments 

S assed between the Fairies and their Poet passes my ]>encil to 
elineate ; but if you are curious to be informed, I must refer 
you, gentle reader, to the ‘Plea of the Fairies,’ a most agreeable 
poem latelp^ put forth by my friend Thomas Hood ; of the first 
palf of which the above is nothing but a meagre and a harsh 
nroae abstract. Farewell. (Elia.) The words of Mercury arc 
narsh after the songs of Apollo.** 

LE'rrER CCCXLIV (p, 184).— Mr. Moxon. The earliest 
mention, save in a letter of the Juno preceding, of one after¬ 
wards to be Lamb’s friend and publisher, and the husband of 
Emma Isola. Ho was then a young man of six-snd-twenty. 

Letiek CCOXLV (p. 184).—Dash had been made over to 
the care of the Patmores, having been found by the Lambs 
“ intracfablo and wild.” 

sent him two poems. One of these was the poem, “ On 
an infant dying as soon as born,” written at the request of Mrs. 
Hood on the death of her first child. See Boems, Flays, and 
Essays, p. 93. 
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Letter CCCX L V H I (p. 1 87).—This letter was first printed in 
Mrs. Mathews’s Memoirs of her husband (iii. 596). It was there 
^;iven Apropos of the suggestion that had boon made to Lamb, 
through Barron Field, that ho should write an elaborate desorij)- 
tion of the pictures in Mathews’s famous Theatrical I’orti-ait 
Gallery. 

An imitalor of inc. Itejeded Articles was a collection of 
parodies of various prose writers, by Mr. P. G. Patmore (1826), 
one of the many jeux d'espHt suggested by the success of 
the more famous Rejected Addressees. The first article in 
the volume was a paper purporting to be by Elia, entitled “An 
Un-Sontimenta) Journey.” It was no more successful tha*'. 
many other attempts to imitate a style essentially inimitable. 

Lkti'er CCCX LI X (p. 188).—The original of this letter is in 
the possession of the family of my friend, Mr. George Lovoday 
of Wardington, Banbury. Mr. Dodwell (it will he remem¬ 
bered) was a fellow-clerk of Lamb’s in the India House. The 
names indicated by initials were other colleagues of Lamb and 
his corresi)ondent. 

Letter CCCLII (p. 193).— The kind ^'knitter iit th( sun!” 
Lamb is thinking of the lino in Twelfth Night — 

“ The spinsters and the knitters in the sun.” 

A Bijoux. So Lamb wrote, and French was not his strong 

E oint. The Bijou for 1828, published by Pickering, Was edited 
y W. Fraser, afterwards editor of the Foreign Quarterly 
Review. Besides the Royal contributions referred to in Lamb’s 
letter to Barton of 28th August 1827, the Bijou contained one 
of Lamb’s (“Fresh clad from Heaven, an angel bright”) ; three 
poems of Coleridge’s—“Youth and Age,"’ “Work without 
Hope,” “The Two Founts”; and here, moreover, was first 
printed Blanco White’s immortal sonnet, beginning “Mysteri¬ 
ous Night 1 ” 

Letter CCCLIII (p. 194).—Leigh Hunt would appear to 
have desired a portrait of lAmb, as one of certain projected 
illustrations for the work he had in preparation. Lord Byron 
and sortie of his Contemporaries: with Recollections of the 
Author's L'fe and of his Visit to Italy. 1828. The book ulti¬ 
mately appeared, however, without the portraits. Both the 
likenesses of Limb, here mentioned, have heen since evgraved. 
The one by Ha/litt “in a queer dress” represents Lamlj in a 
nondescript costume, with a ruff. 

Letter CCCLVI (p. 195).— Your welcome ptMUmt. The 
Widow's 2'ale, and Other Poems, by Bernard BaH6n, 1827. 
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The author jtrehxes a note to tlie “ Widow’s Tale,” stating 
that the ineidonts arc taken Ironi the painful but interesting 
“ Account of the loss of live Wesleyan misHionaries and others 
in the MarUi mail-boat off the Island of Antigua, by Mrs. 
Jones, the only survivor on tfiat mournful oceasion.” A 
woodcut on the title-page, representing three shipwrecked 
travellers in rxfrrmis on a raft at sea, is, as Lamb remarks, 
“a rueful lignum hiortis." All the poems or passages indi¬ 
cated by Lamb with approval are given in the memorial 
volume on llarton already referred to. The “third stan/a, at 
p. 108,” that made Lamb long to sec Van Balen, wes from a 
p<jem describing a picture by that artist, rcj)resonting some 
angel children leading up a lamb to the infant Saviour in His 
mother’s lap. The stanza, containing a simile that Lamb 
thought ox([iusite, may well be quoted here. It is from the 
“ (Iraiulsire’s Tale,” in which the old mun relates the early 
death of his grandchild : - 

“ Though some might deem her pensive, if not sad, 

Yet those that know her belter, best could tell 
How calmly happy, and l**w meekly glad 
file? quiet heart in its own depths did dwell: 

Like to the waters of some crystal well, 

In wliicli the stars of heaven at noon are soon, 

Fancy might deem on her young spirit fell 
illimpses of light mor(*. glorious and serene 
Than that of life’s brief day, .so heavenly was her mien.” 

An artid ivho 2 )ainted me lately. Henry Meyer, referred to 
in the letter to Leigh Hunt of November 1827. 


. CHAPTER VI 

1828—1834. 

Lktter CCCLVIII (p. 199).— Lord B. Leigh Hunt’s 
Lord Byron aivi .tome of his Contemporaries, etc. etc. 1828. 

Hazlitt’s speculative episodes. In his Life of Napoleon 
Bu maparte, four volumes, 1828. 

The “ Companion.” One of Leigh Hunt’s numerous ventures 
of the periodical sort. It began on January 9, and was di.s- 
coutinue(?on July 23, of this year 1828. A glance at the list 
of oon^nts in Mr. Alexander Ireland’s valuable Bibliography 
supnorts Lamb’s complaint that there was too much iii it of 
Madame 1‘asta. One article in the Coinpani&n was *' Wallis 
home by night in bad weather—Watchmen.” 
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One Clarke a Bchool/maaier. Tho father of Cowilcn Clarke, 
the Rev. John Clarke, was a schoolmaster at Enfield. Keats, it 
will be remembered, was one of his pupils. 

Holmes. Edward Holmes, author of the Life of Mozart and 
other musical works, wa.s .also ^t Mr, Clarke’s school. He con¬ 
tributed at this time articles on musical subjects to the Atlas 
newspaper. 

Victoria. Mary Victoria Novello, afterwards Mrs. Cowdeii 
Clarke. Tho Novellos lived for a while at Shacklewell Creen, 
near Dalston. Cowden Clarke, it should be added, was in 
early life a teacher in his father’s school, which explains Lamb’s 
allusion to the “ schoolmaster text hand.” 

Thurtell. Not tho murderer, but his brother Thomas, who 
kept the Cock Tavern in the Haymarket. 

Letter CCCLIX (p. 201 ).—The things which Pickering has. 
Certain verses of Lamo’s offered to Mr. Pickering for his Mjou, 
if not used, were promised to Thomas Hood, who was editing 
another annual called the Oem. 

Letter CCCLXI (p. 202 ),—Mitford tells you of JI.’s 
book. Lamb apparently refers to William Hazlitl’s ^Spirit of 
the Age; or^ Conteviporary Portraits^ published in 1826, in 
which his own was one of tho Portraits sketched. Sec Letter 
to Bernard Barton of February 10, 1826. 

The author of May you like it," The Rev, 0. E Tayler, 
the vicar of Ha^eigh, Suffolk, Barton’s neighbour auji friend. 

Letter CCCLXIII (p. 203).—Moxon was at this time with 
Mr. Hurst, the publisher, in St. Paul’s Churchyard. 

Poor John Scott's Second^ on occasion of the duel witli Christie 
in 1821, in which Scott was killed. 

Letter CCCLXV (p. 204).—In 1828 a project was formed for 
erecting a monument to Thomas Clarkson, on the hill above 
Wade’s Mill on the Buntingford Road, in Hertfordshire, this 
being tho spot where the resolution of devoting liis life to 
the abolition of the Slave Trade first took possession of him. 
This was in Clarkson’e lifetime, lor he survived till 1S46. The 
scheme was abandoned for tho time, but has been revived and 
carried out within the last few years. 

Upon a hillock at Forty Hill. Forty HUl is a district of 
Enfield. 

Letter CCCLXV I (p. 206 ).—Your Chairing the Member. 
One of two pictures that Haydon ha«l just painted, tho subjects 
taken from certain frolics that he had witnessed when in the 
King’s Bench Prison, lire other was '*The Mock Election,” 
purebsused for five hundred guineas by King George IV. “ Chair- 
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inp; the Member" was exhibited by Haydon, with other of his 
pictures, in August of this year, at the VVestern Ha/,aar in Bond 
Street. ‘'Besides the new picture, the Exhibition included 
‘Solomon,’ ‘Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem,’ and the drawings 
for the two prison |>ictures. ‘ Tlift Mo« k Election ’ was not there, 
as it had before this been removed to Windsor." (Ttwn Taylor s 
Life of B. R. Ilaydon.) 

LErncu CCCLXVIII (p. 206 ).—How are all the little orphans ? 
The allusion recpiires some explanation. The key to it will be 
found in Lamb’s letter to Procter of January 29, 1829. Lamb 
there relates how MLss llolcroft, daughter of Thomas Holcroft, 
t'Ac dramatist, during a visit to Enfield in the summer of 1828 
had kindly interested herself in the infant child of a man who 
had just been apprehended for shec^i-stealiug, and had worked 
it a cap. More than once after this incident Lamb playfully 
assumes that Miss Holcroft’s interest in the fatherless is un¬ 
abated, and tliat in fact her home in London, where she lived 
with her stepfather, James Kenney, w'as swarming with these 
orphan protc'g^e. See, again, Ijetter to the same lady, of 
December ^ 1828. 

Let#ER CCCLXX (p. 210).—The Edition de Luxe here spoken 
of as in preparation was publi.shed in 1830, with a Prelatory 
Memoir of Bunyan by Southey. It w’as illustrated by Martin, 
and published by Barton’s friend, John Major. Macaulay’s 
review Jf this edition wdll be remembered. His observations 
on Martifi’s unfitness for this kind of illustration bear a strong 
resemblance to Lamb’s. 

The Gem, The Gem for 1829 was edited by Thomas Hood. 
In the volume for that year appeared Lamb’s verses “On an 
infant dying as soon as bom,” written at the request of Mrs. 
Hood, on the death of her infant child. 

Lk'ITER CCCLXXI (p. 213).—The note which Lamb wrote 
to Hood, on discovering in the 0cm the prai tical joke referred 
to in a letter to Procter of January 22, 1829. He indicates the 
temporary exchange of names by the opening and concluding 
worcls of liis communication. Bridget, Vt will be remembered, 
is the name by which his sister is always described in the Essays 
of Elia. 

Letter CCCLXXII (p. 213).— When you lurked at the Grey¬ 
hound. Cowdon Clarke and his bride spent their quiet 
honoymUon at the Inn at Enfield, as Mrs. Cowden Clarke tells 
u.s. f'hcy were married on the .5th of July of this year. 

LrttkrCCCLXXHI (p. 214).—^The‘‘p]pithalamium’’ refeiTcd 
to in the fomier letter was, on second thoughts, despatched to 
Vincent Novello. Mrs. Cowden Clarke, who first printed this 



358 


LF/ITEIIS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


parody ujion the school of Dryden in tlio QentUman'n Magazine 
for Doceinbor 1873, dwells with just appreciation upon the 
admirable fooling of the entire letter. 

Leiter CCCLXXIV (p. 21C).—Laman Blanchard published 
this year a little volume of Poems, Lyi-ic Offerings, dedicated 
to Lamb. 

Letter CCCLXXV (p. 217).—Barton had sent Lamb his 
latest volume, A New Year's Erie, and other Poems. (London, 
1828.) It was dedicated “ to Charles Richard Sumner, Bishop 
of Winchester, in memorial of his courtesy and kindness,” and 
had for frontispiece an engraving of a drawing by Martin, *of 
Christ walking on the sea. Lamb, in applauding the picture, 
refers to certain strictures upon Martin contained in a previous 
letter to Barton. “ Power and Gentleness, or the Cataract 
and the Streamlet,” is perhaps as charming a lyric ns Barton 
ever wrote. It contains the stanza about the streamlet, which 
was a favourite with that admirable judge, Edward Fitz¬ 
Gerald ;— 

* ‘ More gaily now Vb sweeps «, 

By the small schoolhouse, in the sunshine bright; 

And o’er the pebbles leaps 
Like happy hearts by holiday made light.” 

The full title of the “ Lady Russell ” poem was, “ Lady Rachel 
Russell : or, a Roman Hero and an English Heroine cMiipared.” 
The "stanzas to ‘ Chalon ’ ” were " On a Portrait by A. E.Chalon, 
R.A.”—the portrait being one of Clarkson, the Abolitionist. 

As Sh - says of lieUgion. It is hardly necessary to point 

out that the allusion is to Hamlet’s— 

‘‘ And fair Religion make 
A rhapsody of words.” 

1 much like the ** Heron," "Syr Heron. Inscribed to my 
ingenious friend, John Major, on receiving from him a seal 
bearing the impress of that bird.” 

Fludyer." "To*Sir Samuel Fludyer, on the devastation 
effected on his Marine Villa at Folixstow^e by the encroachments 
of the Sea.” The answer to the enigma is clearly, as Mrs. 
FitzGerald has pointed out to me, an auctioneer s hammer. 

Letter CCCLXXVI (p. 220).—Lamb here again makes 
humorous capital over Miss Holcroft’s imaginary ho|fie for 
orphans. (See previous letter of October 2, 1828.) He now 
assumes that the measles are probably current among them. 
Mias Holcroft was at this time shortly to bo married to Carlyle’s 
friend, Dr. John Badams. 
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TjK.ttkuGCCLXXVIII (p. 223).—As Procter hail trieilapracti- 
cal joke upon Lamb, tlie latter seems to have thought it a good 
opportunity to return the compliment. In the details that 
follow, eoneeruiug the case that “ fretted him to death,” the 
element of truth was that Jol/i Lamb had, shortly before his 
death, married a widow, who had a married daughter, Klizabeth 
Dowdon. This, 1 have ascertained, wsis a fact. Lamb, as his 
brother’s executor, had some trouble in administering the estate ; 
but the elaborate and impossible farrago of details here built 
upon the simple foundation i.s, of course, the wildest nonsense. 
The serious reference to the 170th chapter of “ Fcarne's Con¬ 
tingent Remainders” (a cla.s.sio work, divided, I believe, into 
some dozen or fifteen chapters) is delightfully conceived. 
'Palfourd adds that the alleged coolness between Lamb and 
his legal friends was part of the fiction. 

A few lines of verse for a young friend's album. It was for 
Emma Isola’s album that tlio ver8e.s were asked. 

Barry C - is Barry Cornwall, Mr. Procter’s poetical 

“Alias.” 


Lbttku CCCLXXIX (p.«4i25).—I have revised previous 
texts tliLs letter from the original in Mrs. Procter’s posses¬ 
sion, and restored one or two characteristic sentences hitherto 
omitted. 

The anti-Capulets. Tlie Montagus (Basil Montagu and his 
wife), • 

Miss*llolcroft. Louisa Holcroft, daughter of the dramatist, 
married Mr. Badam.s, Carlyle’s friend. See Carlyle’s Re¬ 
miniscences. 

Burke's case. Burke and Hare, the Edinburgh resurrection 
men, Burke was hanged on the 28th of this January. “ A 
shot ” was explained in evidence to be a slang word used by 
the gang for a “ subject to be murdered.” 

A sonnet of mine. “The Gipsy’s Malison.” See the next 
letter to Procter, in which the sonnet is mven. 

'Twos written for the “ Oem." Edited this year by Hood. 

They published the “ Widow" instead. The “Widow” was 
a short essay, accompanying a steel engraving of a sentimental 
picture by Leslie, of a kind common in annuals and keepsakes, 
bearing the same title. Hood wrote this paper in imitation of 
Lamb’s stylo, and boldly appended to it the signature, “C. 
Lamb.” The imitation is only tolerably successful. It opens 
thus 

* A WIDOW 

hath always been a mark for mockery—a standing butt for wit to 
level at. Jest after just hath been huddled upon her close cap, 
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and stuck, like burrs, upon her weeds. Her sables are a i)erpetual 
“Black Joke.” 

Satirists—prose and verse—have made merry with her bereave¬ 
ments. She is a stock character on the stage. Farce bottleth up 
her crocodile tears, or labelleth enipty lachrymatories. Comedy 
mocketh her precocious llirtation.s, and twitteth her with “the 
funeral baked meats coldly furuishing forth the marriage tables.” 

I confess, when I called the other day on my kinswoman G.— 
then in the second week of her widowhood—and saw her sitting, 
her young boy by her side, in her recent sables, 1 felt unable to 
reconcile her estate with any risible associations. The lady with 
a skeleton moiety—in the old print in Bowles’s old shop-window— 
seemed but a type of her condition, etc. etc. 

Letter CCCLXXX (p. 227).—See preceding letter to Procter, 
of 22nd January. 

Abactor, wo may conclude, is the Latin equivalent for sheep- 
stealer given in Ainsworth’s Dictionary. 

Letter COCLXXXI (p. 228).—Mr. Procter was a solicitor, 
“incipient,” but not precisely a “conveyancer.” 

0 thou above the Painter. Jaralk Barry, the historieal nainter. 

Oiraidm Cambrensts, the historian, otherwise known as 
Giraldus de Barri. 

Thy most ingenious and golden cadences. The verses that 
Procter had sent for Emma Isola’s album, in reply to grab’s 
invitation. They turned upon the coinoidenoe of tlm young 
lady’s name with that of the lovely island in the Lago Maggiorc, 
so well known to all sojourners at Baveno. The linos ended— 

“ Isola Bella, whom all iwets love ! ” 

Tlie “ fairest hands in Cambridge ” were Emma Isola’s, who 
had many friends in the University town. She was then pre-, 
paring to accept a situation as governess in the family of Mr. 
Williams, Rector of Fornham, near Bury St. Edmunds. 

Unsphinx this riddle for me. It is perhaps impertinent to 
point out that the flippant allusions tliat follow are to the dis¬ 
astrous family history oj one who liad dealings with a notable 
propounder of riddles. 

Letter OCCLXXXII (p. 229).—I ajmend a traii-slation :— 

“Most eloquent Poet! although epithets of that .sort, I am 
well aware, apply to orators rather than poets—for ajl that, 
most eloquent! 

“There lunr been now for some time staying with us i?i the 
Enfield country a future attorney, the most illustrious Martin 
Burney, who is takiim his holiday—escaped, for a while, from 
business so called, and an office without clients. Ho begs and 
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implores you (Martin docs, I mean), if by blessed fortune a 
tardy client should turn up in his absence, that you will let 
him know by letter addressed here. Do you understand ? or 
ought I to write in a tongue so barbarous as English to you, 
prince of scholars ? y C. Lamb. 

“ If an estate in freehold is granted to a grandfather, and if 
in the same deed it is granted mediately or immediately to the 
heir or heirs of tlie body of the said grandlather, these last 
are words of Limitation, not Penjuisition. This is my ruling.” 

The i)03tscii])t to this letter is sujijilomentary to the legal 
fiction elaborated in the jnevious letter of 19th January. 

• Letfeu CCCLXXXIII (p. 230).— Adrca. D’Urf^’s famous 
Pastoral Romance. 

iTiconstant, yf.t fair. This sentence and the following sum 
up, with exquisite skill, the euphuistic style of Sidney’s Arcadia. 

Cowden with the Tuft. A description formed from analogy 
with the hero of the fairy tale, liique.t with the Tuft. Mr. 
Clarke, as his wife informs us, had a bald head fringed with 
rather demonstrative tftfts of hair. 

L^ttAi CCCLXXXIV (p?^30).—Talfourd tells us that Crabb 
Robinson scut Lamb a copy of Pamela, under a mistaken belief 
that he had borrowed a previous copy and not returned it. 

Letter CCCLXXXV (p. 231).— Darky's very 'poetical poem. 
Syl'oi^: or, the May Queen. 1827. 

“ C%ristmcLS." Hy Edward Moxon. 

Field!s Appendix. “Geographical Memoirs on Now South 
Wales, W various hands,” etc. etc. Edited by Barron Field, 
Esq., F.L.S., 1825. In the Appendix is printed “ First Fimits 
of Australian Poetry,” originally printed i)rivately in New South 
Wales. See lamb’s notice of these ]»oems, Mrs. Leicester's 
School, etc., p. 235. 

I have writ in the old Hamlet. A re])rint of the first quarto 
(lfi03) of Hamlet, then lately discovered. 

The copy thus sent was retained by Lartnn, in accordance 
wdth the ])ormission given in this letter, and is now, through 
the kindness of Mrs, Edward FitzGerald, in the Flditor’s 
collection. On the lly-leaf, in Lamb’s handwriting, is the 
inscription :—“ Present this to Mr. Mitford in my name, if he 
has not ^ot it. —C. L. ” 

By^being “woefully below our editions of it, ” Lamb means, of^ 
courac, that tlie (purto of 1603 is but a first sketch, unless it be* 
an unauthorised and garbled version of the play as we know it. 

Letter CCCLXXXVII (p. 233).— The report of thy torments. 
Crabb Robinson, in his Diary, quotes a letter of his own to 
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Wordsworth of 22nd April, describing this atUick :—“ Went to 
bed at two, and in the niorniiig found my left knee as crooked 
as the politics of the Ministry are, by the anti-Catholics, repre¬ 
sented to be. After using leeches, poultices, etc., for three 
weeks, I went down to Brightoi^ and again, in a most unchris¬ 
tian 8]iirit, put myself under the hands of the Mahomedan 
Mahomet—was stewed in his vapour-baths, and shampooed 
vindor his pagan paws.’* 

Letter CCCLXXXIX (p. 2.‘15).—This, and a subsequent letter 
of 15th November, are on the subject of Mr. Walter Wilson’s 
Lifti and 2'inics of De Foe^ then in preparation. The ode hero 
referred to is Lamb’s “Ode to tno Treadmill," written ini 
imitation of De Foe’s “ Ode to the Pillory." See Poertis, 22ays, 
and Essays, p. 116. 

Letter CCCXCI (p. 236).—Our young friend Emma. 
Emma Isola, who was at this time governess to the Williamses 
at Fornham. 

Eisname wasDibdin. The young man. Lamb’s letters to whom 
wore first printed in this edition. He returned from Madeira, as 
Lamb relates, and died of his “ Iqqg disease " on May^ll, 1828. 

Southey's Dialogues, Sir Thomas More: or, Colloquiesim the 
Progress and Prospects of Society. 1829. 

/n acknowledgiMid of a sonnet I sent him. See the sonnet, 
*‘To Samuel Rogers, Esq.," Poems, Plays, and Essays, p. 106. 

Letter CCCXCII (p. 238). — Vour kind inguisitivf^ Elixa, 
Eliza Barton, Bernard Barton’s sister. 

An old rejected farce of mine. The Pawnbroker's Daughter. 

Letter CCCXCIV (p. 241). This letter is printed by the 
kind permission of Sir Edmimd Elton of Olevedon Court. 

It was written to his grandfather, Sir Charles A. Elton, 
who succeeded to the baronetcy in 1842. Sir Charles (at ' 
the date of this letter, Mr. C. A. Elton) was a classical 
scholar and poet, who contributed largely to the London 
Magazine, a circumstance which first brought him and Lamb 
together. It will bo remembered that he there wrote the 
lines signed “Olen," wlfich had greatly pleased and touched 
Lamb. In the present instance he had evidently sent T^amb a 
present of several of bis published volumes, including his 
"Specimens of the Classical Poets translated into English 
verse" (1814), and his "Remains of Hesiod," similarly trans¬ 
lated (1815). Lamb’s criticisms apply maiuly to theiJe two 
volumes. The reference to the " tenderest parts in your 8wn 
little volume,” is certainly to the pathetic poem "The Brothers, 
a Monody," written bv Elton on the death of his two sons by 
drowning in 1819, and published in the following year. 
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Letter CCCXOV (p. 242).—Talfoiird had cliriateiied his 
latest child, Charles Lamb 'I’aUburd. The father adds this 
note : “ The child who boro the name so honoured by his 
parents survived his godfather only a year, dying at Brighton, 
whither he had been taken Sji the vain hope of restoration, on 
the 3rd of December 1836.” 

Letter CCCXCVI (p. 243). — An honest eowple mir 
neujhbonrs. A Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Westwood. Mr. West- 
wood was a retired tradesman, and agent to the Phoenix Assur¬ 
ance Office. 

» Leitek CCCXCVIII (p. 245).—Wilson’s work on Do Foe was 

just published. Lamb had contributed to it his “ Estimate of 
Do Foe’s Secondary Novels.” See Mrs. Leicester's School, etc., 
p. 304. Lamb had written a letter to Wilson seven years (not 
fifteen) before, containing some remarks upon these novels, 
which Wilson also makes use of in his work on De Foe. Much 
of what ho wrote in the friendly letter naturally reappeared in 
the more formal essay. Hence Lamb’s allusion to the “tw'o 
naj>er3 ” pu/./ding the reader. ‘‘ being .so akin.” Hazlitt reviewed 
Wil|pn’fi/^e Times oJrVe Foe in the Edinburgh of January 
1830. 

Letter CCCXCIX (p. 247).— The excursionists. Mr. We.st- 
wood. Lamb’s landloro, had driven Mary Lamb over to High- 
gate TO see the Gillmans and Coleridge. The note that follows 
this '^ould appear to refer to a later excursion, conducted by 
the same “Son of Nimshi.” But Lamb’s habit of not dating 
letters confuses matters sadly. 

Letter CCCCII (p. 250).— Hazlitt has just been de¬ 
frauded. By the failure of the publishers of his Life of Napoleon. 

Letter CCCCIII (p. 252).—Wordsworth’s letter to Lamb, 
to which tins is the reply, is given in Bishop Words¬ 
worth’s Memoirs of the Poet (ii. 223). It bears date 10th 
January of this year, and begins ; “ A whole twelvemonth have 
I been a letter in your debt, for ^whioh fault I have been 
suffieiently punished by self-reproach.” The letter tells of the 
dangerous illness of Dorothy Wordsworth, and of Wordsworth’s 
own weakened eyesight. 

Henry Crabb is Henry Crabb Robinson. 

C(in 1 cram loves enough to you all in this little 0? Those. 
w'\^o know their Shakspeare will take the allusion to a line in 
the Chorus to Heniy V. 

Letter COCCIV (p. 267).— To furnish A. C. mith the 
scrap. A. C. is Allan Cunningham, who was preparing his 
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Lives of the VaiiderSy and wanted that portion of Lamb’s loiter 
to Barton of May 16, 1824, which referred to William Blake. 
The letter was sent to Cunningham, in accordance with the 
I)crmi88ion hero given, but the “scrap ’’ was apparently crowded 
out, lor it did not appear in tho\‘'rHt edition of (hinningham’s 
work in the Family Library. It was, however, preserved among 
the Cunningham papers, and is given in the latest edition of 
the work in Bohn’s Series. 

That Joseph Paice. See Lamb’s Elia Essay, “ Modern Gallan¬ 
try.” In the Alhenmim for the year 1841 (np. 366 and 887), 
will be found some interesting particulars of Mr. Paice, by the 
late Miss Anne Manning. 

Lettku CCCCV (p. 258). — Your hopes about Dick Norris. 
Richard Norris, the son of Lamb’s old friend, Randal Norris, 
Sub-Treasurer of the Inner Temple. Mrs. Hazlitt had noticed 
that a Mr. Norris was Treasurer of the Inn this year, and had 
too hastily inferred tliat young Norris had succeeded to his late 
father’s post. 

Lk’ITKU CCCCVI (p. 259).—The Rev. James Gillman was 
the son of Mr. Gillman of Highgate. Lamb’s inform,^tion 
concerning the Norwich people is, of course, what would in his 
day have been called “raillery,” and in our day “chaff.” 
Who Mr. Battin was, I know not. Talfourd assumes that this 
letter was to the elder Gillman, but the allusion to his^corre- 
^ondent having something “professionally” to say t'O the 
Revelations in Greek, seems to point to his being in holy 
orders. The friends in Spitalfiolds are, I presume, the weavers. 

Letter CCCCVII (p. 260).— PJnllips {not the Colonel). 
“Edward Phillips, Esip, Secretary to the Right Hon. Charles 
Abbott, Speaker of the House of Commons. The ‘Colonel’ 
alluded to w’as the Lieutenant of Marines who accompanied 
Captain Cook on his last voyage, and on shore with that great 
man when he fell a victim to his humanity” (Talfourd). 

Jkfrs. B -'a. Obviously Mrs. Burney. An ingenious 

editor of Lamb’s Letters has filled up the blank with Mrs. 
Battle's name ! John Murray had proposed to Lamb to publish 
a supplementary volume of s]ieoimen8 from the old dramatists. 

Letter CCCCVIII (p. 262).—’I’liis letter w^as written after 
I^amb’s return to London from a visit to the Williamses at 
Fornham. He. had taken Miss Isola, now convalescent after 
a .severe attack of brain fever, back with him to Enfield, Tko 
of the acrostics that Lamb wrote for the amusement of Mrs. 
Williams and her family were nfterward.s included by Lamb 
in his Album Verses, published this year. They w’ill be found 
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in Poems, Plays, and Essays, p. 108. One is an acrostic 
epitaph on Mns. Williams, her nanio being Cruco Joanna 
Williams ; the other on her youngest daughter, Louisa Clare. 

Letter CCCCIX (p. —Mrs. Williams seems also to 

have been fond of writing acrostics, and had composed one on 
Mary Tjainb. 

tihe blamns my last verses. This acrostic was not included 
by Lamb in his next volume of Album Verses :— 

“ Go little Poem, and present 
Respectful terms of compliment; 

A gentle lady bids tlieo speak ! 

Courteous is she, tho’ thou be ^\ eak— 

Evoke from Heaven as thick as manna 

“Joy after joy on Grace Joanna; 

On Fomham's Glebe and Pasture land 
A blessing pray^ I*ong, long may stand, 

Not touched by Time, the Rectory blithe ; 

IIp grudging churl dkfmte his Tithe ; 

• At Easter bo the offerings due 

“ With cheerful spirit paid ; each pew 
In decent order filled ; no noise 

* Loud intervene to drown the voice, 

* Learning, or wisdom of the Teacher ; 

Impressive be the Sacred Preacher, 

And strict his notes on holy page ; 

May young and old from age to age 

Salute, and still point out, ‘ The good man’s Parsonage ! ’ ” 

Letter CCCCX (p. 264).— My frietid Hoiie. Hone was at 
this time established by the help of friends in the Qrasshvjper 
Coffee House in Graccchui-ch Street. 

An digram I did for a schoolboy. This schoolboy was the 
late Arohdcacon Hessey, who published in the Taylorian (a 
periodical supported by the Merchant Taylors’ boys) an account 
of his father taking him to see Lamb at Colebrook Cottage in 
1825. See note on p. 402 of Poenns, Plays, and Essays. Arch¬ 
deacon Hessey informs us that the subject of the epigram was 
suggested by “the nim satisfaotiou which had recently been 
e^ressed by the public at the capture and execution of several* 
notorious highwaymen.” 

Letter CCCCXI (p. 266).—JKogrers’s handsome behaviour 
to you. The poet had advanced Moxon 4:500 wherewith to set 
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up in busiiu’s:s us ])ul)liHhcr. Moxon had published more than 
one voliiino of verso, including a book of sonnets of liis own. 

Lktticii CCCCXII (p. 266).—This delightful letter was first 
printed in i\u'. Athcnccum a, few since, and is here given by 
the kind jicimission of the editor. Lamb a(loj)ts Procter’s con¬ 
ceit of the island in Maggiore. 

Letikk CCCOXVI (p. 268 ).—Aiirton vas here yesterday. 
Lamb elsewhere gives a quite difTerciit account of the oiigiii of 
his verses on the Eminent Composers. In a letter to Ayrton, 
quoted in my note on the verses (Poems, Plays, and Essays, V). 
388), Lamb represents them as having bteii written at the 
reejuest of Novello, who had desired Lamb “to give him my 
real opinion respecting the distinct grades of excellence in all 
the eminent composers of the Italian, German, and English 
schools.” 1 am afraid we cannot absolve Lamb from the charge 
of fibbing in one or other of these statements. Martin Burney, 
who was originally a solicitor, had been lately called to the Bar. 
The stop did not prove a 8ucces.s. 

ijKTTEK CCOCXVII (p. 271).—There had been a sy^gestion 
that William Huzlitt’s son, who was endowed with a fine v'dce, 
should adoj)t music as a profession. Ayrton, us a well-known 
authority on music, and impresario, would bo naturally re.sorted 
to for counsel. 

Lktteii CCOCXVIll (p. 271).—The scheme for establishing 
Hone in a colfee-hou.se business had been carried into ell'ect, and 
Lamb, with characteristic helpfulne.ss, arranges to have his 
newspaper at second-hand from the establLshment in Grace- 
church Street. 

LET'ruK CCCCXIX (p. 272).—Lamb had ju.st published, with 
Moxon, his Album Verses. The tramslations referred to are 
thoce from the Latin of Vincent Bourne. 

Letter CCCCXXII (p. 274).—The little volume of Album 
Verses was rather rudely handled by the reviewers, notably by 
the Literary Gazette. This review^ Talfourd tolls us, pro¬ 
voked some verses from Southey, which were inserted in the 
Times, and of which the following, a.s evincing his unchanged 
friendship, may not unfitly bo inserted here :— 

“Charles Lamb 1 to those who know thee justly dear 
For rarest genius, and for sterling worth. 

Unchanging friendship, warmth of heart sincere, 

And wit that never gave an ill thought birth, 

Nor ever in its sport infixed a sting ; 

To us who have admired and loved thee long, 
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Tt is a ])ic)n<l as well us |Peasant thing 

To liear thy good report, now borne along 
U}>nn the honest hreatli of imblic, praise : 

Wo know that with the^'ldcr sons of song, 

Jn honouring whom thoi>nast delighted still. 

Thy name shall keep its eourse to after days.” 

There wore some further lines, very severe tipon Lamb’s recent 
critics. 

LkttkrCCCCX XIII (p. 27f>)-—Those linos wore written, Mrs. 
Cowden Clarke tells us, “at the request of ^’inceut Novello, 
iji memory of four sons and two daughter.s of John and Ann 
tligg, of York. All six, respectively aged 19, 18, 17, 16, 7, 
arid 6, were drowned at once by thoir boat being run down on 
the river Ou.se, near York, August 19, 1830.” 

Lkttkk CCf'CXXIY (p. 275).—This note had been hitlnirto 
placed out of its order. After their two months’ stay in London, 
Lamb had to take his sister back to Enfield, Southey came to 
London on a visit to John Rickman, at the House of Commons, 
on the 1st of November. 

LKflTEi^CCCCXXyi (p. 278).—F rom a later letter to Moxon 
we gain furthei- particulars of George Dyer and his sensitive 
coinseience. As far back as the end of the ]>receding century 
Dyer had written a coujdet in his poem “The Poet’s Fate,” 
in whi ii occurred some slighting mention of Rogers. A Mr. 
barker, ^in his Parriana, had recently quoted and so revived 
the unfortunate coiqdct—hence Dyer’s ajiprehonsions. 

Oreat Erasmians. Two forms at Chri.st’s Hospital were 
nicknamed “Great Krasnuis” and “Little Erasmus,^ pi’ohably 
from the fact that the Colloquies and other works of Erasmus 
were read in these forms. Grecian and Dejuity-Grccian are 
also well-know'ii gi’ades of distinction in the nomenclature of 
Christ’s Hospital. 

Letter CCCCXXVIII (p. 281).—“Good man !—1 have re¬ 
ceived your most friendly letter, and it occurred to me as I was 
about to answer it that the Latin Tongue has seldom or never 
been exchanged by us, as a medium for corresponding or sj)eak- 
iug. Your letters, replete with Plinian elegancies (rather more 
than is seemly in a Quaker), are so remote from the language of 
Pliny that you do not apjiear to have a single word (a Roman 
word, of course, I mean) to ‘throw to a dog,’ as the saying is. 
PosMbfy a long disuse of writing Latin has driven you to the 
use of your vernacular tongue unnecessarily. I have resolved, 
therefore, to recall you to the recovery of your lost Latinity by 
means of certain familiar and generally well-known proverbs :— 

“ ‘The oat’s in the cupboard, and she can’t see.’ 
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“ ‘ All that glitters is not gold.’ 

“ ‘ Put a beggar on horseback and he will ride to the Devil.’ 

“ ‘ Set a thief to catch a thief.* 

“ ‘ Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how docs your gai’dcn grow ? ’ 

“ Now let us sing of weightieV themes !— 

“ ‘Tom, Tom, of Islington, married a wife on Sunday. Ho 
brought her home on Monday ; Bought a stick on Tuesday ; 
Beat her well on Wednesday ; Sick was she on Thur.sday ; Dead 
was she on Friday ; Glad was Tom on Saturday night, to bury 
his wife on Sunday.* 

“ ‘ Little Jack Ilomer sat in a corner,* etc. etc. etc. 

“ ‘Diddle, diddle, dumkina ! my son John 
Went to bed with his breeches on ; 

One shoe off and the other shoe on. 

Diddle, diddle,’ etc. (Da Capo.) 

“ ‘ Here am I, jumping Joan ; 

When no one is by. I’m here alone.* 

“Solve me this Riddle, and you will be an CEdipus, Why 
is a horse like a Quaker '( Becauafa'his whole commu^iication is 
by ‘Hay and Neigh,* in accordance with the Scriptural iitjunc- 
tion (‘Yea and Nay ’). 

“With these trifles I got through the precious day, while 
watching by the sick-bed of our more precious Emma, who has 
been at iiome with ns ill, now for a long time. Mary J6ins mo 
in best greetings ; she is quite well. Elia.’ 

“ Given at Enfield on one or other of the Calends of April. 

‘ I am Davus, not’—almanack maker ! 

“P./S'.—The Reform Bill is thrown out for good.” 

Letter OCCCXXIX (p. 282).—I append a free translation 
of the letter:— 

^•Enjleld, May 6, 1831. 

“My good sister is sitting by me, turning the leaves of the 
Euripides^ your present, dearest Cary, for which we thank you, 
and mean to read it again and again. The book is doubly 
acceptable to us both, as*the sacred work of the ' Priest of Com¬ 
passion,’ and as the gift of one, himself a Priest of the most 
humane lleligioii in tne world. 

“When in tears, we are on the eve of joy; there are times 
when sorrow becomes gladness ; laughter is not always sweet; 
we must sometimes exchange He! Ho! He ! for Heu ! Heu ! 
Heu ! That the Tragic Muse is not wholly repugnant to' me, 
witness this Song of Disaster, originally written by some 
unknown author m the vernacular, but lately turned by me 
into Latin—I mean, 'Tom of Islington.’ Do you take? . . . . 
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And finally Tom Ui filled with joy that on the following day 
(Sunday, to wit) hw spouse must be carried out to burial. Lo ! 
a domestic Iliad! A cycle of calamity! A seven-days’ 
Tragedy 1 

“Go now and compare 3mm' vaunted Euri'pidcs with griefs 
like these 1 Such a death of wives as this I Where is your 
Alcestis now ? your Hecuba ? your other Dolorous Heroines of 
antiquity ? 

“My cheeks are bathed in tears as I muse upon these 
tragedies ! What remains but to "reet you and your own dear 
spouse, and to wish you as gooa health as we ourselves are 
enjoying. Elia.” 

Letfeu CCCCXXX (p. 283).—Although the date of this 
letter has been hitherto given 1831, I believe that it should 
be 1821. The letter is evidently written to Mr. Taylor, the 
publisher of the London, at the time Lamb was contributing 
to that magazine his Essays of Elia. In the number for July 
1821, appeared the essay “ Mackery End in Hertfordshire,^’ 
and it is in this essay that the stanza from Wordsworth occurs 
to which rej^erence is obviously«iade :— 

‘ ‘ But thou, that didst appear so fair 
To fond Imagination, 

Dost rival in the light of day 
j Her delicate creation ! ” 

Taylor’s jiroposed improvement of the stanza by the substitution 
of “air” for “day ” is sufficiently amusing. 

Letter CCCCXXXI (p. 28i).—Lamb contributed to the 
Engliah'inxin's Magazine of September 1831 a paper entitled 
‘‘ Recollections of a late Royal Academician ” (see Mrs. Leicester's 
School, etc., p. 307, and notes). This was Lamb's first contribu¬ 
tion to the magazine after Moxon became its publisher. It 
was aiTanged that Lamb should fin nish miscellaneous papers 
under the general heading of Peters Net. 

Janus IPealhercock. The afterwards notorious Wainwright, 
the forger and poisoner. » 

The Athenaeum has been hoaxed. The poem in question had 
appeared in Hone’s Year Book (1881) under the date 30th April. 
It was entitled “The Meadows in Spring,” and was thus pre¬ 
faced by its author, who signed himself “ Epsilon ” :—“ These 
verses are in the old style ; rather homely in expression ; but I 
honeslly profess to stick more to the simplicity of the old 
poets than the moderns, and to love the pnilosophioal good- 
liumour of our old writers more than the sickly melancholy of 
the Byronian wits. If my verses be not good, they are "ood- 
humoured, and that is something.” The versos, as I^mb 
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points out, were acfain published, as a novelty, in tlie AthenoRum 
of a few months later. The editor of the Athcnvcum (July 9, 
1831) appended to them the following note;—“We have a 
suspicion that we could naiyo the writer; if so, wo are sure 
his name would grace our pages as much as his verses.” It 
is Lamb that is here pointed to, and accordingly he now dis¬ 
owns the authorship. I am glad to be able, on the authority 
of ray friend Mr. W. Aldis Wright, to clear up the mystery. 
The verses were certainly by the Tate Edward FitzCrcrala, then 
a young man of only one-and-twenty. Mr. Aldis Wright thus 
tells the story ;—“ In the year 1873 Edward FitzGerald told 
a correspondent of mine that when he was a lad, or rather more 
than a lad, he sent some verses to Hone, which were afterwaras 
copied into the AthenoBum of the time. These were ascribed to 
Charles Lamb, who wrote to say he did not write them—he 
wished he had.” It is obvious that these are the verses referred 
to, signed with the first letter (Epsilon) of FitzGerald’s favourite 
signature, E. F. G. The lines, which open thus— 

“ ’Tis a dull sight 

To see the ycai^dying, ,, 

Wheu autumn’s last wind u 

Sets the yellow wood sighing, 

Sighing, oh sighing.”— 

are very beautiful, in the style of the seventeenth-contn.y poets, 
and we cannot wonder at Lamb envying the unknown author. 

The Ariecdotes of E. and of G. D, E. is Elliston, anecdotes 
of whom Lamb had contributed to the Englishman's Magazine 
in the August number, under the heading Ellistoniaiva. G. D. 
is, of course, the George Dawe just before named. 

Montgo-mery's Last Man." Was Lamb confusing Mont¬ 
gomery and Campbell, or was he thinking of Montgomery’- 
“Common Lot,” which w’e know to have been a favourite 
with him ? 

Lktteb CCCCXXXIII (p. 286).—Moxon had just resolved to 
abandon his unsuccessful venture, the Englishman's Magazine. 

DeviVs Money. The sum paid by’Moxon for Lamb’s poetical 
squib, Satan in Search of a Wift^ published this year in a 
thin volume, with illustrations (see Mrs. Leicester's School, etc., 
p. 881). 

Any hook on Christ's Hospital. J. I. Wilson’s EMory of 
Citrist's Hospital (1821). Several editions of this boolf con¬ 
tained quotations from Lamb and tributes to his genius. Mr. 
“ Seagull ” was perhaps Rev. John Seager. 

Letter CCCCXXXV (p. 290).—The date of tliis note is 
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uuccrtain, but was probably about the time given above. 
Carlyle’s friend from Birmingham, Dr. Badam.s the chemist, 
had married Louisa Holcroft in 1M2H, and about two years 
befoic Badams’ death in ]8.‘14, had tak<'ii a lion.se in Entield, 
where they occasionally resided! Carlyle in his Jlcmaiiscenccn 
(Fronde’s Edition, ii. 1G4) vefates how “ Badams with his wife 
was living out at Enfield, in a big ohl ranibling sherd of a 
house among waste gardon.s; thither I twice or thrice went, 
much liking the man, but never getting any good of him.” It 
wa.s on one of these occasions that Carlyle met Charles and 
Mary Lamb, “a very sorry pair of phenomena,” as be goes on 
to describe. It would appear from thi.s note that Lamb had 
4)een somewhat irritated at the Badams cou[>le meditating a 
residence so near him. Perhaps Carlyle was one of those who 
justifies Lamb’s presentiment. 

Lkttru CCCCXXX VP(p. 290).—Lamb sends Laiidor one or 
bis volumes, jirobably the unfortunate Satan in Search oj a Wife, 
Land or had sent some ver.ses for Emma Iso la’s album. 

Rose Ayhner. I mtp^ be pardoned for quoting once moi'c 
Landor’s lovely poem. Thecliann that Lamb could not cx'plaiii 
lies jiartlj^lieriiaps in the singular beauty of the lady’s name, 
and i^i I’epetition in the second stanza :— 

“ Ah ! what avails the .sceptred Ilaco 
And what the form divine '{ 

^ What every virtue, every grace ? 

• Rose Aylmer, idl were thine ! 

“ Rose Aylmer, whom these wakeful eyes 
May weep, but never see, 

A night of memories and of sigh.s 
I consecrate to thee.” 

• Separate fragments of this letter are given in Forster’s Zi/e 
of Landor. There we also learn that the “measureless B.’s” 
were the family of Mr. Charles Botham, a tenant of Landor’a 
at Llantliony. He was the brother of Miss Matilda Botham, 
whoso name has occurred more than once in Lamb’s corre¬ 
spondence. See Forster’s Walter Savmge Landor, a Biography, 
i. 382-386. 

LKri'ERCOCCXXXVIIT(p.291).—Mr. Moxon had sent Lamb 
his last two poetical publications. A. C. (Allan Cunuiiigbam) 
had brtught out his Maid of Elvar, and B. C. (Barry Cornwall) 
a v<4ume of songs and ballads. The poems wlioso titles follow 
are from the latter volume. “ Epistle to What’s his Name ” is 
Proc.ter’s “Epistle to Charles Lamb on his Retirement from 
the India House,” a tender and discriminating tribute. 



372 


LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


Letter CCCCXXXIX (p. 29ii).—Another of Lamb’s elaborate 
Ik’tiona, though in this instanco a tiction founded upon fact. 

A singularly brutal murder hud been committed in Enfield on 
the night of December 10th in this year. The victim, a man 
of the name of Danhy, then ri'y^ntly returned from India and 
supposed to have money about him, was drinking that evening 
in the parlour of the Crown and Horseshoe, in comimny with 
three men of the names of Johnson, Fare, and Coo])or. Johnson 
and Coojier, when the hour for closing arrived, took Danby up 
a lane called Holt White’s Hill, and there the murder was com¬ 
mitted. All three men w’ero arrested on the following morn¬ 
ing. They were tried at the Old Bailey in January following. 
Faro was acquitted, Cooper turned king’s evidence, but Johnson* 
was convicted, and was iianged four days later. 

The whole story of Lamb’s accidental association with the 
accused men in the public-house parlour is, of course, a joke. 
Probably there may have been a wig-maker of the name of 
Danby in the 'remplo when Lamb was a child, which gave 
him the opportunity for an additional experiment on his cor- 
respondenvs credulity. A full account? of the murder will be 
found in the Annual Register for 1(^33. ^ 

Letter CCCOXL (p. 294).—-Talfourd had just been‘made 
a serjeant. Lamb remembered him, fifteen years back, when 
he was a “ Chitty-ling,” or pupil of Joseph Chitty, 

H. C, R, Henry Crabb Kobinson, wno never preceded to 
the liighor ranks of the advocate’s profession. , 

Letter CCCGXLI (]». 295).—Moxon was just about to 
publish the Last L'ssays of Elia in a volume. The “Friend’s 
Preface ” i.s the well-known preface written by Lamb himself, 
but purporting to be by “ a friend of the late Elia.” 

Letter CCCCXLIII (n. 296).—William Hone, in his latter , 
years, reverted to the religious and dissenting associations of 
his youth, and became an occasional and very earnest ])reacher. 
Lamb playfully adapts his style to his friend’s new vocation. 
The verses of Lamb’s, which he inouires for, wdll be found in 
Hone’s Year Book {not hj^ Table Book:), March 19, 1831. They 
are headed “To C. Aders, Esq., on his’Collection of Paintings 
by the old German Masters.” The linos are, to say the truth, 
not very good. 

Letter CCCCXLVI (p. 297).—Charles and Mary had just 
made what was destined to bo their last change of resulence, 
from Enfield to the neighbouring village of Edmonton, 'fney 
now arranged to hoard and lodge with a Mr. and Mrs. Walden 
at Bay Cottage, in Church Street. The name has been of late 
years changed, in honour of its distinguished occupants, to 
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Lamb's CJotta^c. It is within a stoiio’s throw of the parish 
ehurcli and of fi.mib’H ji^rave. 

liKTTKU CCCCXLVII (i>. 29^.— Tim Last. Kisays 0 / A7ia were 
just published in a volume •by Moxon. They included one 
on the “ Hai'ienncss of the Imaginative Faculty in the I’ro- 
ductions of Modern Art.” The “Ariadne” of Titian in the 
National Gallery is there described and criticised, and it is to 
this that Lamb refers in the present letter. The “Popular 
Fallacies” were also reprinted in this volume from the Acic 
Monthly Magazine. 

* Leti’kii CCCCLII (p. 303).—This very fierce letter appears 
to refer to the lawsuit between Moxon and Taylor respecting 
the cojtyright in the essays forming the second series of Elia. 

Letter CCCCLII I (p. 304).—This charming little note 
nlcasantly completes the story of Emma Isola's courtship by 
Edward Moxon. Mrs. Moxon died at Brighton on the 2nd of 
February 1891, at the ago of oighty-two. She was accordingly 
twenty- V at the time of li*r marriage. 

Leti'er CCCOLVl (p. 306).—Edward Moxon was prepaiing 
a new collection of sonnets, afterwards published in a slender 
octavo, dedicated to AVordsworth, in 1835. It included several 
inspiKil by his “young Bride.” Moxon accepted one at 
least ofrLamb’s corrections ; for the fifth sonnet, when printed, 
opened thus— 

Four days, wild Ocean, on thy troubled breast 
A wanderer 1 have been ! ” 

Knoinlcs's play, epilogiicd by me. —“The Wife.” 

Letter CCCCLVIl (p. 308).—An early copy of Uogers’s 
volume of poems, with illustrations by Turner and Stothard, 
published in 1834, had been sent to Lamb. 

A aminet in the Times." The .sonnet which I now append, 
appeared in the Times of Deeembcr IS, 1833 :— 

“ To Samuel llogers, Esq., on the new Edition of his 
‘ Pleasures of Memory. ’ 

• “ When thy gay book hath paid its proud devoirs, 

^ Poetic friend, and fed with luxury 
The eye of pampered aristocracy 
In tlittoring drawing-rooms and gilt boudoirs, 

O’erlaid with comments of pictorial art 
However rich or rare, yet nothing leaving 
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OC luialthful action to the 80 \il-conceiving 
Of the true reader—yet a nobler part 
Awaits thy work, already classic styled, 

Choajt-clad, accessible,Sn homeliest show 
The modest beauty thro’^che land shall go 
From year to year, and remlcr life more mild ; 

Refinometit to the poor man’s hearth shall give 
And in the moral heart of England live.” 

Your artist. Thomas Stothard. He died within a few montlis 
of this mention of him, in April 1834, at the age of seventy- 
nine. 'J’he verses, published in the Athcumum^ beginning— i 

” Consummate artist, whose undying name 
With classic Rogers shall go down to fame,” 

will be found in Mrs. Leicester's School, etc., p. 873. 

Poor Henry's. Henry Roger.s, brother of tlie poet. 

Coleridge's happy exemplification. Laml», after his custom, 
(loos not tpioto tlje linos correctly, nor'docs ho appear to have 
been aware that they were transla^d from Schiller—^ 

I 

“ In the Hexameter rises the foimtain’s silvery column ; 

In the Pentameter aye, falling in melody back.” 

Coleridge’s version was first printed in Friendship's Offering, 
1834. 

Letteu CCCCLVIII (p. 310).—This letter was first printed 
by me from the original in the possession of 11. MacGeorge, Es(|., 
of Glasgow. It is worthy of preservation, if only tor the 
beautiful thought in the last sentence. 

The kind legacy refers to a legacy of £30 from Anne Betham 
to Mary Lamb. ' 

Letter CCCCLIX (p. 311),—Miss Fryer, of Chatteris 
in Cambridgeshire, was an old schoolfellow of Emma Isola. 
Dover Street was now the home of the Edward Moxons, and 
was to achieve a deservettly high name in association with poets 
and poeti'y. 

Letter CCCCLX (p. 312).—Louisa Martin was an old 
friend of Lamb and his si.ster. She bore the nickname of 
“Monkey,” and some verses addressed to her will be found in 
Poems, Plays, and Miscellaneous Essays, p. 163. i 

Letter CCCCLXI (n. 313).—This interesting and touching 
letter was first printed oy me from the original in Rev. C. li. 
Manning’s ])Osscssion. 



NOTES. 376 

jyri(jhl's is, of course, meant for Wright’s translaliou of 
Dante, and tlie faithfuhiess of C. for Cary’s. 

fiF/rrEn CCCCLXII (p. 315).—Samuel 'I'aylor Coleridge died 
at aMt. Oillrnan’s, Highgate, on tfte 25th of July 1834, “Shortly 
after,’’ 'ralfourd tells us, “asfured that his presence would bo 
wedcoiue, Lamb went to Highgate. There he asked leave to 
see the nurse who had attended upon Coleridge ; and being 
struck and aHectod by the feeling she manifested towards his 
friend, insisted on her receiving live guineas from him.’’ 

Letter CCCCLXIII (p. 315).—Mr. Cary had just returned 
J'rorn a tour tlirough Normandy and the South of Franco. It 
was in the previous year that ho had visited Holland and 
Germany. This note is in answer to an invitation to tlio 
resumed monthly dinners at the Museum. 

LEri'RU CCCCLaXIV (p. 316).—“In December 1834 Mr. 
Lamb received a letter from a gentleman, a stranger to him— 
Mr. Childs of Bungav, whose copy of Elia had been sent on an 
Oriental voyage, ancf who, in order to replace it, applied to Mr. 
Lamb.” JTalfoiird.) 

LAtkr CCCCLXV (p. 317).-Mr. Cary’s son, in his 
Memoir of his father, does not print this letter, though he gives 
other letters of Lamb’s. Tallourd gives it without any date. 
It has been hitherto assumed to belong to the preceding year, 
but tlujo are reasons why I think this unlikely. 

Letter CCCCLXVI (p, 319).—“The following notelet is in 
answer to a letter inclosing a list of candidates for a Widow’s 
Fund Society, for which he was entitled to vote. A Mrs. 
Southey headed the inclosed li.st.” (Talfourd.) 

Letter CCCCLX VII (p. 319).—The Rev. Henry Cary, in the 
Memoir of his father, after quoting Lamb’s short note of 12th 
September, adds :—“ Not many weeks after, Lamb died. Ho 
had borrowed of my father Phillips’s Theatrum Poetarum 
AnglAcanorum, which wa.s returned by Lamb’s friend, Mr. 
Moxon, with the leaf folded down at ^he account of Sir Philip 
Sydney.” 

Mr. Cary acknowledged the receipt of the book by the 
following 

LINES TO THE MEMORY OF CHARLES LAMB. 

• “ So should it bo, my gentle friend ; 

Thy leaf last closed at Sydney’s end. 

Thou, too, like Sydney, wouldst have given 
The water, thirsting and near heaven ; 
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Nay, were it ivine., filled to the brim, 

Tliou had.st look’d hard, but given, like him. 

“ And art thou mingled then among 
Those famous sons of micient song ? 

And do they gather round, and praise 
Thy relish of their nobler lays ? 

Waxing in mirth to hear thee tell 

With what strange mortals thou didst dwell I 

At thy quaint sallies more delighted, 

Than any's long among them lighted ! 

“ ’Tis done : and thou hast joined a crow 
To whom thy soul was justly due ; 

And yet, I think, where’er thou be, 

They’ll scarcely love the© more then we.” 
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Bi'jpon, Mrs., ii. *22. See^^MUrs to 
Buchan, Earl of, I.‘210 ♦ 

Buckingham, Eliza, i. 182 
Bufi'am, Mrs., i. 814 
BuH'am, Miss, ii. 280 
Dxdl and Mouth, Charles Lloyd at, 1. 

70 I 

Bunbury, H., caricaturist, i, 824,809 
Buncle, John, Esq., Life of, by Amory, 
i. 80, 87.S 

Bunyait, PkHtion de J/uxe «)f, li. 857 
Buonaparte, I. 248, *207, 850 
Buonaparte and Cromwell, suggested 
parallel of, i. *288 

BUrger, i. 30; Leonora, translation 
by William Taylor, i. 372 
Burke, Edinuud, 1. 198 ; ii. 220 
Burloigh, Lord, i. 2.S4 
Burnett, George, i. 202, 207, 219, 
•2*20, *221, 274 

Burnet’s History of his own Times, 
Lamb on, 1. 125, 211 
Burney, Captain (afterwards Ad¬ 
miral), i. 244, 289, 314, 393 ; letter 
to Rickman, i. 253; death of, li. 
41, 830 

Bnriiey, Captain and Mrs., i. 276, 
314 

Hnniey, Martin, 1. 278, 802, 8C4, 3*24, 
866, 899 ; II. 83, 180, 270 , 

Burns, I. 7, .54, 74, 112, 113, 140 
Bums, Life and Correspondence of. 
Dr. Currie, i. 404 
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ntinnll, Miss, ai’trcss, afterwarda 
Mrs. Gold, ii. 10, liO, 3U4 
Burton, imitations of, by Lamb, i. 
ir>i 

Burton, Hobart, 1. < 

Burton, llampsliiro, I.amb a^d 
Jdoyd at, IV'.iT, i. OVo 
Burton's Anatomy of Mdumhnly, ii. 
1.01 

Byo, Tommy, clerk in the India 
House, ii. 2‘J 

Byron, Lord, andColprid^«'’stragedy, 
Rn’inorse, i. OOS, 400, 403; ii. 28, 
109 ; The, Vision o/./wdf^wvn/, actioJi 
in connection with, ii. 100; lAiiib 
* on death of, ii. 107, 121 ; English 
Bards and Scotch Ikideu ers, ii. 82.0; 
Don Juan, ii. 320; dcatli of, at 
Missolonglii, April 19, 1824, li. 842 

Gabel, ii. 10 
Cadogau, Lord, ii. 103 
Caine, Lamb at, i. 806 
Calvert, Dr., i. 890 
Cambridgo and the Cam, 1.* 119, 122, 
15.6, l.M», 184, 201 

Cambridgil Thomas Manning A, i. 

38*: Lamb’s friend.s at, ii. 69 
Campbell, .T. Dyke.s, i. 380 
Cuiieton, Captain (i,, ii. 69 
Carlisle, Sir A., surgeon, ii. 71 
Cartwright, i. 28 

Cary, Hev. H. F., translator of Dante, 
)i. 88,<60, 281,868, 876 ; translation 
of the Birds of Aristophanes, by, 
ii. 342; translation of Dante, 11. 
876 ; lines to the memory of Lamb, 
li, 37.6. See Utters to 
CauHlehl, actor, i. 249 
Century Magazine, The, ii. 333 
Cervantes, ii. 36 
Chambers, Mr., i. .81, 306 
Chambers, John, clerk in the India 
House, ii. 17, 822 
Champion, The, i. 386, 400 
Chapman’s Homer, Lamb on, I. 238 
Charles II., ii. 273 
Cliarlotte, Princess, death of, ii. 8 
Chatterton, Coleridge’s Monoily on, 
1. 9, 870 
Chaucer, i. 61 

Chaucer. Life of, Godwin, i. 2.66 
Chessiaa, The, by Charles Uibdin the 
yoimgor, ii. 128, 344 
Childs, Mr., 11. 876. See Letters to 
Omiton, R. 8., ii. 888 
Chitty, Joseph, i. 408 ; ii. 872 
Ckristabel, 8. T. Coleridge, i. 146, 
173, 362 

Christmas, by Edward Moxon, 11. 231 


Clirist’s Hospital, i. 1.30; IV. F. 
Mylm.s a nia.st< i' at , i. 826 ; annual 
dinner of old biiy.s, i. 327 ; death of 
the llnv, James Boyer, sometime 
Head-Master of, i. 333 ; Rev. W. 
Trollope, muster at, i. 833 ; .892, 
399 ; ii. 307 
Christy, Dr., i. 192 
Chnndiley, ii. 222 
t'ihher's Apology, ii. 166 
(hare, John, pf)et, ii. 44 ; Lamb on 
Poems by, ii. 44, 831. Sec Letters to 
Clare, Mr.s,, ii. 44 
“Claridge's covers,’’ ii. 222 
Clarke, (diaries Gowden, ii, 87, 121, 
239, 343, 3.66, 867. See. Letters to 
Clarke, Rev. John, father of C. Cow- 
den Clarke, ii. 200, 3f‘) 

Clarke, Mr.s. C. Cowdon, ii. 214, 330 
Clarke, Mrs., mistress of the Duke of 
York, i. 803, 897 
Clarkson, Mrs., i, 266, 207 
Clarkson, 'I’hoinas, i. 229, 306; visit 
of Lamb to, i. 230 ; ii. 204 ; moim- 
me.nt to, near Waflo’s Mill, ii. 256 
Claude, sale of pictures by, i. 277 
Cobbett, Mr., i. 322, 323 ; Political 
Registers, i. 865, 404 
Coelebs in Search of a Wife, Hannah 
More, i. 806, 897 

Colburn, H., 11. 159. Sec Letters to 
(.'olbum’a Maga^^inn, ii. 169 
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, T<ainb on 
poems of, i. 1, 14, 49, 61 ; Kndciwes 
of Religion, i. 2; Concionesad Popu- 
lum, i. 8; Joan of Aro, i. 8, 21, 61 ; 
Religions ,\fusin{is, i. I, 7, 14, 80, 61; 
connection with the IVatchmin,l.7 ; 
letter from Bhurton Bars, 1.13; the 
“ Cumpbiint of Ninathoma,” i. 17, 
49; Sonnet to Kosciusko, i. 17; 
Sonnet to Mrs. Siddons, i. 18; 
Lamb’s parodies on ‘‘Dactyls” 
by, i. ‘26 ; verses on Horne Tooke, 
i. 27 ; unsettled as to residence, i. 
:tH ; atbtowey, i. 66; Lamb’s lo?ig- 
ing for conipanionshin of, i. 69, 86 ; 
Laiab on a review or the Ancient 
MaHnere, i, 100; pai)er on Mr. 
Wyndliam in Morning Post, i. 1*22 ; 
visit to Jjimb, March 1800, 1. 1*26 ; 
at Keswick, i. 13S ; “Lewtr’and 
the “ Rjivon," Lamb on, i. 141; and 
Miss Mary Evans, i. 283 ; lectures 
by, 1. 297 ’, llrst number of the 
Friend i.s3ued, i. 804 : at Hammer- 
sinitb, i. 823 ; Remorse, tragedy by, 
pro<luced at Drury Lane, Jan. 23, 
1813,1. 831,400; Wallenstein,!.881; 
Ohristabel, i. 862; Doemson Various 
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tSahjects, i. 861*; Destiny of Nations, 
i. 870; MonrKly on Chatt«rt.on, i. 
870; tlie statute tie Coatumflii), i. | 
872 ; letter to Lamb, i. 872; at I 
Notlier-Stowey, i. 378; publicjiiionJ 
of Hocond edition of j‘oems (1707), 
i. 874, 378; at Mb rows bury, i. 870 ; 
visit to Oorniany, i. 870; poetic 
rivalry between, and Ijainb, i. 37U ; 
Kssays in tlie Morning l‘ost, i. 301 ; 
the Friend, 1, 80(1, 898; lectures 
at the Koynl Institution, i. 307 ; 
Hajiolya, refused at Covent Carden, 

i. 403 ; at Little Ilainpton, ii. 7 ; 
state of liealth, Dec. 1817, il. 9; 
lectures, ii. 13; sonnet by, ii. 20, 
327 ; sonnet in JUaekvooiVs Moga- 
tine, ii. 32 ; 84 ; Aitls to lieJlectUm, 

ii. 100, 840; lectures, at Flowerd»' 
Luce Court, ii. 822; paper on the 
Pramethens of Alaehylua, bv, ii. 
188; 108, 205; “Fancy in Nubi- 
bus,” il. 828 ; 840, 874. See Letters 

Coleridge, David Hartley, 1. 56, 58, 
08, 178, 876 

Coleridge, Derwent, “ ri-pos,*’ sou 
of 8. T. Coleridge, i. 237, 891 
Coleridge, George, i. 874 
Coleridge, Hartley, Monody on, i. 14; 
850 : at Oxford, i. 402 ; sonnets by, 
ii. 72. 887 

Coleridge, Henry Nelson, .S’/* 
in tit* if'csf Indies, by, ii. 140, 847 
Coleridge, Sara, 1. 14, 52, 62, 122, 
182, 173, 875, 894 ; translation of 
Dobrizhoffer'.s Account qf tlie AM- 
jwnrs, Ii. 66, 82(>, 340 
Collier, John Payne, i. 894 ; Poetical 
Decameron, ii. 34, 329. lAttere 
Collier, Mr., 1. 816 
Collier, Mrs., 1. 815; ii. 208. 5^ 
JjetUrs 
Collins, i. 24 
Colson, 1. 61 

(Companion, The, ii. 199, 856 
Con^t qf Diabdic Posaeasion, i. 151, 
885 

Condones ad Pojndum, Colm’idge, 
Lamb’s opinion of, i. 8; 19, *^69 
Coiigrevo, i. 165 ; and Voltaire, 1. 297» 
Convention of Cintra, 'The, Words¬ 
worth, i. 806, 897 
Cook, Ckiptain, i. 394 
Cooke, Actor, i. 192, 198 
Cornwall, Barry (B. W, Procter), il. 

114, 871. See Procter 
Corry, i. 850 
Cosons’H M8S., i. 876 
Cottle, Amos, death of, 1.152; 898 
Cottle, Joseph, i. 88, 101, 207, 878 ; 


yilfred,o\>U' i>oeni by, i. 150, 3S5,893 ; 
ii. 26, 27 ; Lamb’s visit to, i. l.’)2 ; 
241 ; Recollections of Colrridgc, i. 
870,879 ; Monody o)i Jolui Homier 
son, i. 370 ; Fall of Ctnnh in, by, ii. 
2.S, 820 ; and Loixl Byron, il. 29 ; 

* 825 ; “ Expostulatory Epistle to 
Lord Byron,” ii. 326. See Idlers to 
Cotton, Charles, ii. 8.58 
Coutts, Mrs., suggested appeal to, on 
liehalf of William Godwin, ii. 50 
Covent Garden, Mary Lamb’s picture 
of the neighbourhood of, 11, 6; 8, 
822 

('owley, i. 6, 66 

Cowper, i. 8, 12 ; Ijamb’s admiration* 
of, i. 62 ; 59, 64 ; lines to, by Jjamb, 
i. 71: The Taak quoted, i, 57 
(.’owpnr and Chapman compared, i. 
23.S 

Crisp, Mr., barber, at Cambridge,, i, 
15/, 184, 263. 886 
Critic, The, reference to, i. 8 
Critical Review, Tlie, i. 19, 29, 80. 49 
CromwcK, portrait of, at Sydney 
Sussex College, Cambridge, ii, 69 
CKimwoll and Buonapartf/ suggested 
parallel of, i. 238 t 

Cruikshauks, i. 6, IS 
Cuml>orland, Duke of, i. 249 
Cunningham, Allan, ii. 147, 257, 863, 
364, 871 

Currie, Dr., i. 140; Life mu’ Com* 
spondence of Burns, by, i.,404 

Danby, ii. 289, 872 
Dante, i. 12, 78 

Darley, George, ii. 126, 147 ; Sylvia: 

or, the May Queen, ii. 231 
Darwin, Dr., 1. 77 

“ Dash,” a dog given to Lamb by 
Thomas Hood, IL 170,184, 351, 852 • 
Davenport, John, li, 167 
Davy, I 297 

Dawe, George, U,A., i. 270, 289, 814; 

Ii. 284 

De Camp, actor, 1. 285 
De Foe, Roxana by, i. 8.88; li. 68; 
Lamb oh works of, ii. 55, 69 ; Wil¬ 
son’s Memoirs of, and I.Aii)b’8 Esti- 
I mate of Serondary Novels, ii. 384 
I De Foe, Life and Titnes of, by Walter 
Wilson, 11. 245 ; review of, by Haz* 
litt, 11. 246, 862, 868 
De Quincey, ii. 7, 124; lyClUtr to a 
Young Man, etc., ii. 844 « 

Dermody, i. 67 
I Desbrow, I^ady, Ii. 19 
I Despard, Colonel, 1. 116 
Devonshire, the Duke of, ii. 360 
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Dcvonsliirn. tho Duohftss of, 5. i n 
Itrrotional Verses, by Uenianl Barton, 
ii. 143 

DilKliii, Charles, nautical Bong* 
wrlt(!r, ii. 334 

Dibdin, (iharies, tho y»mn;;cr, ii. 384 ; 
young Arthur, by, ii. 108, 842 ; THlt 
ChesKind, by, ii. 123, 344 
Dibdin, John Bates, (loath of, ii. 834; 
his discovery of “ Elia,” ii. 335. See 
Lettorx 

Dibdin, Miss, sister of John Bate.s 
Dibdin, ii. 33.5; account of her 
brother’s friendship with Lamb, ii. 
835 

^ibdin, Robert, W., li. 334 
n'lsrueli, Isaac, i. 172 
Ditton-upon-Thaines, epitaphs at, i. 
819, 820 

Dobrizhoffer. Martin, AcoourU of the 
Abipones, by, ii. 336, 846 
DckIcI, actor, ii. 42 
Dodd, Dr., i. 891, 892 
Dodsley's editions of old plays, I. 

154, 806 • 

Dodwell, Henry, of the India IIou.se, 
1. 404 ; ii^37. See Titers 
l)ogg(4, throat and Badge, ii. 156 
Dollln, William, i. 814 
Don Oiovunni, first protluced in Eng* 
land, April 1817, ii. 821 
Donne, li. 103 
Dowdeiw Elizabeth, ii. 223 
Dowden^^S’ouf/wu, i. 871 
Dowley, ^r., clerk in the India 
House ii. 18, 10 

Drama, The, George Dyer on. I. 149 
Dramatic Works, Lamo on piircha.se 
of, for Wordsworth, i. 154 
Drayton, Michael, i. 843 ; ii, 164 
Druitt, Mary, i. 220, 8811; epitaph on, 
• i. 250, 804 

Drummonds, bankers, ii. 179 
Drury Lane Theatre, Lamb’s faxxe, 
Mr. //., accepted at, i. 282, 205 
Dubois, clown, i. 270 
Dudley, Charles Mtoke, married to 
Hester Savory, i. 804 
Duncan, Miss, actress, i. 285 
Dunstable, ii. 255 

D’Urft, Astrea, romance by, ii. 230, 

361 

Dyer, George, 1. 27, 49, 106,186,137, 
200, 212 ; ii. 206 ; Lamb on Fwme, 
by, U185, 138, 142, 144, 146, 182; 
oivthe drama, i. 149, 162, 167 ; in* 
trwlaction of Ijamb to John Kick- 
man by, i. 157 ; Preface to Poems 
of, i. 157 ; PoeiM, by, 1. 184, 801 ; 
260, 298, 372, 885, 386, 888 ; ii. 4 i 


accident to, ii. 02, 117 ; marriage, 
ii. Ml ; 178, 847, 367. See Letters 
Dyer, Mrs., ii. 310. Sec Letters 

^ast India Comp.aiiy, The, ii. 14 
Kast India House, li. -J-J 
Edinburgh lleriew, i. 322 ; Re* 
formist's reply to the, i. 30S ; ii. 
21.5, 216 

Ednmnton, Charles and Mary LamI) 
at, ii. 872 

Edward II., Marlowe, i. 93 
Elia, an Italian, clerk at the South 
Sea House, ii. 35 ; death of, ii. 3.5 
Elio Essays, Dedication to, ii. 54; 

referonce.s to, ii. 337, 338, 340 
Ellis, Agar, li. 350 
Elliston, actor, i. 235 
Elton, Sir Charles, verses by, II. 330. 
See Letters 

Elton, Sir Edmund, ii. 362 
Knileld, ii. 207 ; incendiarism at, ii. 276 
Englishman's Magazine, The, Lamb’s 
contributions to, ii. 284, 370 
“Epitaph on an Infant,”Coleridge, 

i. 870 

Epitaphs, at Ditton-upon-Thames, i. 
820 

“ Epithalaminm,”an,onthe marriage 
of C. Cowden Clarke, il. 214, 215, 
857 

“ Essay on Roast Pig,” i. 870 
Evans, Miss Mary, and Coleridge, i, 
283 

Evans, Nod, I. 19 

Evans, William, of the India House, 
1. 19, 396, 403 ; ii. 325 
Excursion, T)u, Wonlsworth, publi¬ 
cation of, i. 828, 897; Lamb’s 
review of, 1. 899 

Fairfax, i. 61 ; (Jodfrey of Bullen, i. 77 
Kairford, Philip, 1. 881 
Fall of Cambria, The, by Joseph 
Cottle, ii. 28 

Fahtafps Wedditvg, Dr. Konrick, i. 
372 

Farce, Mr. II., by Lamb, accepted at 
Dru^ Lane Theatre, 1. 282 ; failure 
of, I. 290 

“ Farewell to Tobacco,” The, I. 895 ; 
il. 25 

Farmer's Boy, The, R. Bloomfield, i. 
157, 169 

Farren, W., In Payne’s “ AH Pacha,” 

ii. 51 

FaxUkener, play, by Godwin, i. 388 
Fauntleroy, bunker and forger, e-xe- 
cution of, ii. 118, 848 
Fawcett, Mr., actor, i. 272 
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Inner Temple Lane, i. 802, 805, 811 
Institutions, the Royal and other, i. 
298 

Ireland, Alexander, ii. 855 
Ireland, W., in cuimoctlon with por¬ 
trait of Shakspeare, ii. 48, 52 
Irving, Rev. Kdward, “Annivereary 
Sermon of the London Mlastonary 
Society," li. 122, 180, 844; Ijamb 
on, ii. 128, 180; Mm. Oliphant's 
lAfi nf, ii. 844. .See Utters 
iBOla, Rinma, i. 401; ii. 175,177, 179, 
226, 285, 296, 804 ; Procter’s verses 
to, ii. 229, 286, 288; illness of, li. 
268 ; 267, 200, 296, 299, 884, 860, 
864, 871 ; marriage of, li. 804, 873 

Jackson, W., ii. 217 
Jameson and Adors, Messrs., 1. 382 
Jameson, Robert, ii. 837 
Jamieson, Dr., i. B76 
Jamieson, Mr., ii. 181 
"Janus Weathercock," Thomas Grif¬ 
fiths WalnwHglit, ii. 79, 84, 837,869 
Jefferson, W. J., ii. 882 
Jenner, Dr., 1. 276; il. 189 
Jew of MaltOy Marlowe, quoted, 1. 02 
Joan of Arc, Coleridge, 1.3; Coleiidgo 
and Southey, 1. 10, 11; Southey, 
publication of, i. 889, 870, 87(5 
JoAn Woodvtt, 1. 169, 163, 225, 886; 
11. 26 

Johnson, Dr., 1. 138, 172; Lif* of 
WMtr referred to, 1. 61; Lives ^ 
the Poets, 1. 186, 172 
Johnson, publisher, i. 272 
Jonson, ben, 1. 186,154 
Jordan, Mrs., actress, 1. 286 
Joseph, Mr., A.RA., il. 27; portrait 
of latmb by, 11. 826 
Juiia ds Rouhigni, Mackonsie, 1. 876 

Kate-. i. 818, 814 

Kean, Edmund, L 800 
Kelly, Fanny, actress (Barbara 8.), ii. 
10, 28, 74, 188, 146 ; 800; In the 

S .rt of " Emmeline," li. 170 ^256, 
7, 845, 848, 851 * 

Kemble, Charles, 1. 165, 150, 214, 
296; il. 178,180 
Kemble, Mrs. Charles, il. 181 
Kenney, James, dramatist, if. 16, 
207; visit of Charles and Mary 
Lamb to, 11. 831 

Kenney, Mrs., li. 46. Sts Letters 
Kenney, Sophy, ii. 816, 817. See 
Letters 

Kenrlok’s, Dr., FaMaf s Wedding, i. 
29, 872 


Keswick. Coleri.i-e at, i. 188; 890; 
visit of Charles and .llary Lamb to, 
i. 280 

King’s Bencli Walk, I. 190 
JCnight, Mrs. Anne, il. 134, 846 
Knight’s, Charles, MwskfU Library, 

ff. 321 

Knowles's jday. The. Wife, Epilogue 
to, by Ijamb, II. 808 
Knox, Mr., 1. 27, 294 
Kosciusko, Sonnet to, 1. 17, 876 


L. B. L., Miss Landonjl. 178, 226 

“ lAcy, John,’’ George Darley, il. 1‘26 

Lakes, The, i. 160 

Lamb, Charles, roinorks on Southey, 
i. 1; reference to Le Grice, i. 2; at 
Hoxton, 1. 2; Sonnet, ‘‘To My 
Sister,’’ i. 3 ; ^nnets sent to Cole¬ 
ridge, 1. 4, 5 ; references to Hamil¬ 
ton (of Bangor) and Thomas Par¬ 
nell, 1. 5; References to Cowley, 1. 
6; on Coleridge’s Religiofus Mus- 
ings, 1. 1, 9, 14 ; on ‘‘ My Pensive 
Sara,’’ 1.10; advice to Coleridge on 
the Watchman, 1. 9 ; ou Coleridge's 
Rjcms, 1. 14; on Bo^^ets and 
Epitaphs, 1. 17; desire for Cole- 
ridge’s companionship, i. 19; de¬ 
light In Walton’s Complete Angler, 
1- 20 ; on Coleridge’s Joam of Are, 
1.10, 21. 69,71; on Southey, 1. 21; 
dliflcultles with blank verse:'!. 22 ; 
on Beaumont and Flotcherh plays, 
1. 28; anticipated visit toColeridge, 
July 1796, 1. 26; parody lines on 
Colerldra’s ‘‘Dactyls," 1. 26; pic¬ 
tures o^ope and Fear, 1. 27; lines 
to Cow'per, 1. 30; death of his 
mother, i. 82, 88; visit to Mary, 1 
88; state of mind under trouble, 1. 
84; fear of his brother's sanity, 1. 
86; religious views, i. 40; life at 
India House, 1. 60; advice to Cole¬ 
ridge, 1. 61; admiration for Cowpor, 
i. 63; destruction of notes, etc., 1. 
68 ; second sonnet to Mary Lamb, 
1. 65 ; admiration for Priestley, 1. 
58; love for his aunt, i. 68; a keep¬ 
sake from Lloyd, 1.62; sungestioiis 
to (Tolerldge for a poem,ITfiS; on 
Coleridge’s ‘‘Young Ass’* and 
" Man of Ross," 1. 64; admiration 
for Cowley's works, 1. 06 ; G. Lloyd 
with, L 66; lines to Cowperf 1.69 : 
death of aunt, 1. 74; experienc(t of 
Quakerism, i. 74; visits to Maiyat 
Hackney, i. 76; proposed visit to 
Coleridge at Stowey. 1.78,81; lines 
In remenibranceof bis mother, i. 88; 
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self-Judgraent, i. 85; to Southey, on 
Joan of ArOf I. 87 ; “ propoaitiouH ’’ 
sent to Coleridt^e, i. 89 ; references 
to Marlowe, i. 92 ; advice to Robert 
Tdoyd, 1. 94, 95, 96, 97, 101 ; on* 
Southey’s Eclogues, 1. 98, 110 ; on 
a review of the Ancinit MarinJtc, 
i. 100; remarks on his tailor, i. 106 ; 
dramatic work, i. 109,116 ; sugges¬ 
tions for “ animal ” poems, i. 118; 
on Burnet’s History of his amn 
Times, 1. 125 ; visit of Coleridge to, 
March 1800, i. 126 ; change of resi¬ 
dence, 1. 128 ; at Oxford, i. 180 ; 
love for London, i. 101, 176, 186 ; 
on Wordsworth’s Lyrical Ballads, 

1.183,184; on George Dyer’s poetry, 
1. 186,142 ; Invitation to Manning, 
1. 189; visit to Dr. Anderson, 1. 
144 ; in Southampton Buildings, i. 
146; visit to the Outch family at 
Oxford, 1. 145 *, on Cottle’s Alfred, 
i. 160; visit to Joseph Cottle, i. 
162 ; purchase of books for Words¬ 
worth, 1.164; at a snake exhibition, 
1.150 *, introduction to John Rick¬ 
man, i. U7; John WoodvU, L ^19; 
ini^tatidh from Lloyd, Nov. 1800, 

1. 160; on Epilogue to Antonio, 
by W. Godwin, l, 162, 163; on 
alterations in Antonio, i. 166; visit 
to George Dyer, i. 169; proposed 
visit ||o Manning at Cambridge, i. 
170; Imd Miss Bei\)ay, 1.172 ; visit 
flrom Godwin, I. 174; on Words¬ 
worth’s “Song of Lucy," etc., I. 
176; on Coleridge’s Ancient Mari- 
nere, i. 177 ; reply to invitation 
from Wordsworth, 1. 174 ; change 
of lodgings, i. 186; at 16 Mitre 
Court Buildings, 1.189,888 ; li. 806 ; 
on Cooke’s acting, i. 192, 198; de¬ 
scription of rooms, 1.189; invitation 
to Manning, i. 100 ; and Walter 
Wilson, L 194 ; epigram on Macin¬ 
tosh, 1. 106; on Godwin’s play 
Faulkmot, I. 199; John Woodvil, 
1.808,209,226; reference to “ The 
Londoner," 1. 886, 890; disserta¬ 
tion on OcK>ke’s Biohard the Third, 
L 216; visit to Coleridge at Kes¬ 
wick, L 880, 800; Impressions of 
the lake distrtet, i. 281; on transla¬ 
tion of German poen», i. 886, 898; 
on books for chlldreo, 1. 287; on 
C^pman’s Homer, i. 388; arrange¬ 
ment of Coleridge B Poems, 1. 246 ; 
Epitaph on Mi^ Drultt, f. 260, 
894 ; visit to the Isle of Wight, i. 
862, 268 ; on Godwin’s Life of 


Chaucer, i. 266; dlfflcnlties of com¬ 
position, 1. 266; on brawn, 1. 262 ; 
excursions, 1. 267 ; farewell to 
tobacco, i. 268, 896 ; references to 
picture sales, i. 274; farce by, i. 
275; on paintings by Claude, i. 277; 
the Tales from H/uakspeare, i. 279, 
292; affection of, for Thomas Mann¬ 
ing, i. 280; failure of Mr. H. -, 

i. 290 ; literary work, 1808, i. 296 ; 
on hissiug, i. 296; at Southampton 
Buildings, 1809, i. 802 ; on the first 
number of the Friend, 1. 804 ; at 4 
lutier Temple Lane, 1. 306 ; ii. 822 ; 
dread of moving, i. 806; difflcultios 
with dramatic work, i. 306 ; on 
Coeleba in Search of a Wife, i. 806 ; 
vlsitto William Uazlitt, i. 809, 898 ; 
at Salisbury, i. 811; on George 
Wlther'a Philarete, i. 816, 398 ; on 
Wordsworth’s Excursion, i. 328 ; at 
Harrow, 1. 829; on new edition of 
Wordsworth’s Poems, i. 840, 400 ; on 
Southey’s ihxh! riel;, i. 847; at Caine, 
i. 865 ; the “ Essay on Roast Pig,” 

i. 870; “ The Grandame,” and “ Old 
Familiar Faces," i. 879 ; Memoir 
of. Men of Letters Series, 1. 879 ; 
Introduction to Southey, i. 879; 
with C. Lloyd at Burton, Hamp¬ 
shire, 1797,1. 879; poetic rivalry 
between, and Colendgo, i. 879 ; 
publication of Rosamund Gray, 
1798, i. 880; Prologue to Godwin’s 
Antonio, L 886; attachment to 
Hester Savory, 1.894; Prologue to 
Coleridge’s Remorse, i. 400 ; at No. 
20 Russell Street, Covent Garden, 

ii. 6, 8; office names, ii. 18, 823 ; 
office time-regulations, ii. 19; on 
Peter Bell, ii. 20 ; ou office life. ii. 
28; on Lord Byron and his poetry, 
ii. 28 ; at Dalston, ii. 84; death of 
his brother, ii. 88 ; on Roast Pig, 
ii. 89; loss of friends, li. 41; on 
Poems, by John Clare, ii. 44; on 
Paris and Loudon, li. 48; visit of 
I'alma, 11. 48; on Shelley, ii. 49; 
to j|)hn Howard Payne in reference 
to “ All Pacha," ii. 62 ; dedication 
to the Elia Essays, ii. 64: on De 
Poe’s writings, ii. 66; advice to 
Bernard Barton, ii. 62; on Sowell’s 
History ofQvaJcers, ii. 65; “ Letter 
to an Old Gentleman," by, ii. 70, 
886, 887; at dinner with Words- 
wortli, Coleridge, and others, ii. 
70, 836; on a miniature of Pope, 
it. 76; on Hastings, and Hollingtbn 
Church, li. 82, 85; on a review of 
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Elia, EasayB by Southey, ii. 82; at 
Islington, ii. 88; arrangetnentiS for 
making will, ii. 88, 8(i; meditated 
reply to Southey, ii. 88, 889; on a 
present from J. B. Dibdln, ii. 80; ^ 
the ConJf.siri,on8 qf a Drunkard^ ii. ^ 
00; atdinneraitheManslon House, 
ii. 98: on Goethe’s Faunt, ii. 04 ; 
liKia black-balled by a book-clab,ii. 
99,840 ; on mottoes, ii. 101; on the 
death of Lord Byron, ii. 107 ; on 
the poetry of Shelley, 11.110 ; con- 
teinplatea retirement from offllce, 
ii. 127 ; on quitting ofllclal duties, 
Mar. 1826, ii. 129,181; on his office 
friends, ii. 129,181; contributions 
to the London Magaaim, ii. 134; at 
Enfield, ii. 140; illness, ii. 141 ; 
“Popular Fallacies," 11. 144, 146; 
on a portrait of himself, ii. 149,170; 
advice to J. B. Dibdln on reading, 

11. 151; at work on the “ Garrick 
Plays," ii. 160, 163 ; suc^stion of 
subject for picture, to B. B. Hay- 
don, ii. 166; Tht Intruding Widow, 

11. 171, 178, 178, 862; on the 
memory of children, ii. 176; on 
Aivnuals, ii. 178, 211, 226, 274; at 
Bnflold, 1827,11. 188; on Hood, ii. 
212; an Bpitbalamium on the mar¬ 
riage of 0. Cowden Clarke, ii. 216 ; 
“The Widow," by, 11. 226; “The 
Gypsy’s Malison,sonnet, ii. 226, 
227 ; on Procter’s verses to Emma 
Isola, 11. 229; “ Ode to the Tread¬ 
mill," ii. 286 ; sonnet by, to Samuel 
Rogers, 11. 287, 862 ; ‘‘^The Pawn¬ 
broker’s Daugtiter," published in 
Biacfcioood, ii. 289, 862 ; on Wilson’s 
Lift and Tima of D$ Fot. U. 246 ; 
again in lodgings at Enfield, 1829, 
ii. 246; on life In town and country, 
ii. 268; the “ Legs of Mutton and 
Turnip Crop" Story, 11. 262, 269 ; 
publication of Album Veras, ii. 
272. 274 ; on incendiarism, ii. 264 ; 
on liandwriting, ii. 276; contribu¬ 
tions to the Englialman's MagoMine, 
it 284; on winter, ii. 292; Jtt Ed¬ 
monton, ii. 298,872 ; last letter, to i 
Mrs. Dyer, ii. 819; at an evening ' 
party at Haydon’s, ii. 822; Mrs. I 
Mathews’s description of, ii. 828 ; 
Essay on'' Some of the Old Actors," 
ii. 881; visit, with Mary, to James 
Kenney at Versailles, ii. 881; visit 
to Talma, ii. 882; Bi^y on “New 
Year's Eve," ii. 834; the opening 
of friendship with J. B. Dibdln, it. 
884; sundry Essays referred to, 11. 


844; “ Thn Religion of the Actors," 
by. ii. 847 ; picture presented by, 
to Bernard Barton, IL 861; portrait 
of, ii. 864 ; “ The Gypsy’s Malison,’’ 
ii. 869; the Last Essays of Elia, pub¬ 
lished, ii. 373 ; Rev. H. P. Cary’s 
Cjines to the Memory of, ii. 875 
Lamb, Elizabeth (inotlier of Charles), 
death of, i. 82, 83 

Lamb, John (father of Oharles), i. 
.32, 88 ; ii. 848 

Lamb, John (brother of Charles), 
accident to, i. 6. 13; 86; work on 
Humanity, by, 1. 828, 898; death 
of, it. 41, 880 

Lamb, Mary, Insanity of, 1. 82, 88 ;i 
at Islington, 1. 85; thoughts of 
Bedlam, i. 86; 83, 68, 62, 66; at 
Hackney, 1. 76; 86, 87, 117, 127; 
unsettli^ state of health, i. 129; 
“ Helen," by, 1. 148,386 ; 161,168, 
268 ; lines by, on the Madonna, i. 
264; lines on the “ Lady Blanch," 
1. 266 ; 266, 270, 276, 279; publica- 
tion oft the Tala from ShaJesvtare, 
i. 279, 288; Illness of, 1. 806; Poetry 
fiBr Children, by, i. 8(^, 897; ii. 
121; illness of, 1825, fl. 141^187; 
return of illness, 1829, ii. 286, 276, 
298 

Lamert, Dr., ii. 18 
Landon, Miss, ii. 178, 226 
Landor, Walter Savage, ii. 290, 871. 
See Utters 

Landor, Walter Savage, a Biography, 
Forster, 11. 871 

Landor’s Julian, i. 349; Rose Aylmer, 
li. 871 

Lansdowno, Marquis of, sale of 
pictures, i. 276, 277 
Last Essays of Elia, ii. 878 
Latin Poems, The, of V. Bourne, i. 
841, 401 

Lawrey, Mr., ii. 4 
Lay Mari^Betham, i. 849 
Le Grioe, Charles Valentine, and 
Miss Hunt, i. 2, 6; 869 
Le Grice, Samnel, kindness to Lamb, 
i. $6; 114; death of, at Jamaica, 
i. 287 ; 882, 898 
Leighton, Bishop, ii. 100 
Leishman, Mrs., ii. 176,186 
Leishman, tailor, ii. 801 
Leonora, Blirger, i. 872 
Letters ftom Charles Lamb to— 
Ainsworth, W. Harrison (Dec. 9, 
1828), ii. 94; (Deo. 29, 1828^ ii. 
96 

Allsop, Thomas (Mar. 80,1821), ii. 
84; (Aug. 9, 1828X ii. 88; (Sept 
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10, 1828), U. 86; (1828), it. 88 ; 
(Jan. 7, 1825), ii. 122; (Jan. 25, 

1827) , ii. 103; (Doc. 20, 1827), 

11. 194; (Jan. 2, 1828), ii. 108 • 

aummer (1829), ii, 236; (July* 
1833), ii. 301 • 

Asbury, Dr. (May 1880), ii. 200 
Ayrton, William (May 17, 1817), 

11. 1 ; (Mar, 14, 1830), ii. 200 
Badama, Dr. J. (early In 1882), ii. 
290 

Badams, Louisa. See Holcroft, 
Louisa 

Barton, Bernard (Sept. 11, 1822), 
ii. 46; (Oct. 9, 1822), ii. 49; 
(Dec. 28, 1822), ii. 57; (Jan. 9, 

1828) , 11. t52 ; (Feb. 17, 1828), ii. 
«5 ; (Mar. 6, 1828), ii. 69 ; (Mar. 
11, 1823), ii. 71; (May 3, 1823), 
li. 78; (July 10, 1823), ii. 81; 
(Sept. 2, 1823), ii. 83; (Sept. 17, 

1823) , ii. 86 ; (Nov. 22, 1823), li. 
91; (Jan. 9, 1824), il. 97 ; (Jan. 
28, 1824), li. 99 ; (Fob. 55, 1824), 
il. 101; (Mar. 24, 1824^ li. 103; 
(April 1824), ii. 104 ; (May^25, 

1824) ,#1. 105 ; (July 7, 1824?, li. 
TO? ; (Aug. 1824), il. 100 ; (Sept. 
80, 1824), il. Ill; (Dec, 1, 1824), 
li. 117; (Feb. 10, 1826), II, 125; 
(Mar. 28, 1825), ii. 127; (April 
6, 182.5), 11. 181; (July 2, 1825), 
11. «4 ; (Aug. 10, 1826), il. 187 ; 
(FoW 7, 182(^, ii. 148 ; (Mar. 20, 

1826) , 11. 144; (May 10, 1826), il. 
148; (Sept. 26, 1826), ii. 158; 

j(end of 1826), il. 100; (June 11, 
1827X ii- 168; (Aug. 10, 1827), 
il. 176; (Aug. 28, 1827), li. 177; 
(Nov. 1827), li. 191; (Dec. 4, 

1827) , li. 193; (Dec. 1827X li. 
196 ; (Doc, 1827), il. 196 ; (April 
21, 1828), ii. 202; (Oct. 11, 1828), 
ii. 210; (Deo. 6, 1828), li. 217 ; 
(Mar. 26, 1829), ii. 231; (July 8, 

1829) , ii. 286; (July 26, 1829), II. 
288; (Dec. 8, 1829), ii. 260; 
(Fob. 1880), ii. 257; (June 
28, 1880), ii. 272; (Aug. 80, 
188^^ IL 274; (April 80, 1881), 

Betham, Mary(Jan. 24,1834), ii. 310 
Botham, l^tilda (June 1, 1816), 1. 

Blanchard, Laman (Nov. 9, 182S), 
•i. 217 

Bruton, Mr. and Mrs. (Jan. 6, 

1828) , li. 61 

Cary, Rev. U. F. (Oct. 14, 1828), 
ii. 88; (Aug. 19, 1824), ii. 109 ; 


(April 8,1826), li. 147; (June 10 
1828), il. 203; (April 13, 1831). 

11. 381: (May 6, 1831), ii. 282 ; 
(Sopt, 9, 1888), il. 895; (Sept. 

12, 1834), li. 815 ; (Oct. 1884), li. 
817; (Oct. 18, 1884), ii. 319 

Chambers, John (1818), il. 17 
Childs, Robert (Sept. 16, 1884), ii. 
316 

Clare, John (Aug. 81, 1822), it. 
44 

Clarke, 0. Cowden (1821), il. 87 ; 
(Feb. 26, 1828), li. 199; (Oct. 
1828), 11. 218: (Dec. 1828), li. 
221; (Feb. 2, 1829), ii. 280 
Colbuni, Henry (Sept. 26, 1827), 
11. 184 

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (May 27, 
1796), 1 . 1 ; (June 1796), i. 8 ; 
(June 10, 1790), 1. 10; (June 18, 
1706), 1. 21 ; (June 14, 1796), i. 
28; (July 1,1790), i. 26 ; (July 6, 
1790), i, 28 ; (8ei)t. 27, 1796), L 
82; (Oct. 8, 1700), i. 38; (Oct. 

17, 1796), i. 88; (Oct. 24, 1796), 
I. 89; (Oct. 28, 1796), 1. 41; 
(Nov. 8, 1700), i. 48 ; (Nov. 14, 
1796), 1. 46; (Dec. 2, 1790), i. 49 ; 
(Dec. 6, 1706), 1. 62; (Dec. 10, 

1796) , 1. 62 : (Doc. 10, 1796), 1. 
66 ; (Jan. 2,1797), i. 68 ; (Jan. 6, 

1797) , 1. 69; (Jan. 10,1797), i. C6 ; 
(Jan. 10, 1707), i. 69; (Feb. 18, 
1797), 1. 71; (April 7, 1797), i. 
76; (April 15,1797), 1. 77; (June 

18, 1707), 1. 78 ; (June 24, 1797), 
1. 80 : (July 1797), i. 80 ; (Late 
in July, 1707), i. 81 ; (Sept. 1797), 

1. 88 ; (Jan. 28, 1798\ 1. 86 ; (Jan. 

2, 1800), 1. 122; (May 12, 1800), 
i. 127 ; (June 22, 1800), 1. 129; 
(Aug. 6, 1800), 1. 131 ; (Aug. 14, 
1800). i. 140; (FATly in Aug. 1800), 
i. 145; (Aug. 26, 1800), i. 147 ; 
(Oct. 9, 1800), 1. 152; (no date, 
eud of 1800), i. I7l; (Sept. 8, 
1802), i. 228; (Oct. 9, 1802), i. 
288 ; (Oct. 11,1802), i. 286 ; (Oct. 
23, 1802), i. 287; (Nov. 4, 1802), 
1. 289; (Mar. 30, 1808), i. 246; 
(Apl. 18,1803), 1. 247; (May 27, 
1808), i. 260; (June 7, 1809), 1. 
804 ; (Oct. 80,1809), i. 809 ; (Aug. 
18, 1814), i. 826 ; (Aug. 26. 1814), 
1. 881; (Dec. 24, 1818), il. 16 ; 
(Nov. 1819), li. 29; (Jan. 10, 
1820), il. 82; (May 1, 1821), ii. 
84 ; (Mar. 0, 1822), ii. 89; (1824), 
il. 119; (July 2, 1S25), li. 185; 
(Mar. 22, 1826), ii. 146 ; (Jvme 1, 
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182C), n. 140 ; 0829), 11. 240,241; 
(April 14, 18:i2), 11. 291 
Collier, .T. Payne (Dec. 10, 1817), 
11. 8 ; (May Ki, 1821), 11. 84 
Collier, Mrs. (Nov. 2, 1824), ii. 113 
Cottle, Joseph (1810). ii. 28 : (Nov. 
or Dee. 1810), ii. 27; (close of 
year 1810), ii. 28 

Dibdin, John Hates (1822), ii. 00 ; 
(May fl, 182.8), ii. 79; (Oct. 28, 
1823), il. 80; (July 28, 1824), ii. 
108; (Jan. ll, 1825), 11. 123; 
(June 1820), ii. 150; (July 14, 
1820), 11. 1.5.3 ; (Sept. 9, 1820), ii. 
150; (Sept. 6, 1827), Ii. 179 ; 
(Sept. 18, 1827), ii. 180; (Sept. 
18, 1827), ii. 188 ; (Oct. 2, 1827), 
ii. 187 

Deal well, Henry (July 1810), 1. 866; 

(Oct. 7, 1827), 11. 188 
Dyer, George (April 29, 1829), ii. 
285; (Dec. 20, 1830), ii. 270; 
(Feb. 22, 1831), 11. 278 
Dyer, Mrs. (Deo. 22, 1834), ii. 819 
Elton, 0. A. (Aug. 12, 1829), ii. 241 
Field, Harron (Aug. 31, 1817), 11. 
4 ; (Sept. 22, 1822), ii. 47 ; (Oct. 
4, 1827X li. 187 

Fryer, Miss (Feb. 14,1834), II. 811 
Oillman, Mr. (May 2, 1821), ii. 34 ; 
(Oct. 20, 1829), li.248 ; (Nov. 30, 
1829), ii. 247; (Dec. 1829), 11. 250 
QiUman, Rev. James (Mar. 8,183U), 
II. 259; (Aug. 5, 1834), li. 815. 
Godwin, William (Dec. 4, 1800), i. 
161; (Doc. 11, 1800), 1. 162 ; (Dec. 
14, 1800), i. 166 ; (June 29, 1801), 
I. 192; (Sept. 9, 1801), 1. 199; 
(Sept. 17, 1801), {. 204; (Nov. 8 
and 10,1808), i. 255 ; (no mouth, 
1806), 1. 291 ; (Mar. 11, 1808), i. 
298; (no month, 1811X i. 82.5; 
(April 13, 1822), il. 381; (May 
16, 1822), 11. 48 

Godwin, Mrs. (Sept. 1802 Y), I. 229 
Gutch, John Mathew (Autumn, 
(1800), 1. 146; (April 9, 1810), 1. 
816 • 
Haydon, Benjamin Robert (Doc. 
1817), 11. 9; (Oct. 19, 1822), il. 
60; (Oct. 29, 1822), II. 61; (Mar. 
1827), 11. 166 : (Aug. 1828), ll. 205 
Hazlltt, William (Nov. 10, 180.5), 
i. 269 ; (Jan. 16, 1806), i. 272; 
(Peb. 19, 1800), 1. 274 ; (Mar. 16, 
1806), i. 277 ; (Aug. 9, 1810), i. 
318; (Nov. 28, 1810), i. 822 ; 
(Oct. 2, 1811), i. 324 
Hazlltt, Rev. W. (Feb. 18, 1808), 
i. 293. 


Hazlitt, Mrs. (Dec. 10, 1808), I. 
800 ; (Nov. 1828), il. 92 ; (Mar. 4, 
1830), ii. 258 ; (May 24, 1830), ii. 
268 ; (June 3,1830), ii. 271; (May 
81, 1833), li. 297 

Ilolcroft, Louisa (Mrs. Da<lanis), 
(Juno 17, 1826), ii. 153 ; (Oct. 2, 
1828), ii. 206 ; (Dec. 5, 1828), ii. 
2-.i0; (Dec. 81, 1832), ii. 292; 
(Fob. 15, 1833), ii. 295 ; (Aug. 20, 
1838), ii. 304 

Hone, William (May 19, 1823), ii. 
80; (Sept. 30, 182.5), ii. 141 ; 
(July 26, 1826), 11. 166 ; (Jan. 27, 
1827), ii. 163; (Fob. 6, 1827), ii. , 
164; (Mar. 20, 1827), ll. 165;' 
(May 1827), II. 167; (June 1827), 
li. 170 ; (Aug. 10. 1827), il. 177 ; 
(Sept. 2, 1827), ii. 179; (Oct. 

1827) , 11. 191 ; (May 2, 1828), ii. 
202; (May 21, 1880), il. 267; 
(June 17, 1830), ii. 271; (July 1, 
1880), 11. 273; (Mar. 6, 1833), il. 
296 , 

Hood, Thomas (late in 1828), II. 86; 
o.fSept. 18, 1827), it 181; (Oct. 

1828) , li. 213 . 

Hunt, Leigh (end of 1824), ll;'l20; 

(Dec. 1827), ll. 194 
Hutchinson, Miss (Oct. 19, 1816), 

1. 864; (April 26, 1823), ii. 76; 
(Nov. 11, 1824), ii. 116 ; (Jan. 20, 
1825), 11. 124 ; (April 18j 7826), li. 

Irving, Rev. K. (April 8, 1828), II. 
201 

Kenney, Mrs. (Sept. 11, 1822), ii. 

46 

Kenney, Sophy (Sept. 11, 1822), ii. 

47 

Ijanrlor, W. B. (April 9, 1882), ii. 
290 

Lloyd, Charles (the older), (July 
81, 1809), i. 807, 897 ; (Mar. 10, 
1810), 1, 816 

Lloyd, Charles (1828), ii. 80 
Lloyd, Robert (Oct. 1798), I. 94 ; 
Oct. (later) 1798), 1. 94; (Oct. 
later) 1798), 1. 96; (Nov. 18, 
1798); 1. 101 : (Nov. 20, 1798), 1. 
102; (Sept. 1799), i. 117 ; (Jnlv 

2, 1800), r 180; (Feb. 7, 1801), i. 
178; (April 6, 1801), 1. 186; 
(April 1«01), 1. 190; (Auly 20, 
1801), 1. 102; (Mar. 13, 1804), i. 
268 (Sept. 13, 1S04), I.’JSO; 
(Feb. 26, 1809), f. 801; (Jan. 1, 
1810), 1. 810 

Manning, Thoiiuu (Dec. 28, 1799), 

1.119; (Deo. 1799), 1. 121; (Feb. 
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18, 1800), i. 128 ; (Mar. 1, 1800), 
i. 124 ; (Mar. IT, 1800), i. 126; 
(May 17, 1800), i. 128; (before 
Juno 1800), i. 128; (Aur. 1800),, 
I. 184 ; (1800), i. 130 ; (Aug. 9, 
1800), I. 188 ; (Aug. 11, 1SOO),»1. 
189; (Aug. 22, 1809), i. 148; 
(Oet, 0, 1800), i. 161 ; (Oct. 16, 
1800), i. 155;(Nov.rf, 1800), i. 
1.67; (Nov. 28, 1800), i. 160; 
(Doc. 18, 1800), i. 163 ; (Dec. 16, 
1800), 1. 166; (Dec. 27, 1800), I. 
169; (Fob. 15, 1801), i. 180; 
(Feb. or Mar. 1801), i. 183; 
(April 1801), i. 189; (Aug. 1801), 
i. 10.6; (Aug. 81, 1801), I. 196; 
(Feb, 16, 1802), i. 225; (Feb. 
1802), i. 226; (Sopt. 24, 1802), i. 
229; (Nov. 1802), i. 241; (Feb. 

19, 1803), 1. 242; (Mar. 1803), 1. 
244; (April 23, 1803), i. 248; 
(Feb. 24, 1805), 1. 261 ; (July 27, 
1805), 1. 206; (Nov. 15, 1805), i. 
271; (May 10, 1806), •!. 278; 
(Dec. 6, 1806); i. 285 ; (Feb. 26, 
1808), L 294; (Mar. 28, 1801$,*i. 
8(^; (.mn. 2, 1810), 1. 811 ; (Dec. 
25, 1816), i. 866 ; (Dec. 26, 1815), 
i. 8.67; (May 28, 1819), ii. 22; 
(early in 1826), li. 127 ; (Dec. 10, 
1826), li. 142; (May 10, 1884), ii. 

Mont^, Basil (July 12, 1810), i. 
817 

Montagu, Mrs. Basil (1828), ii. 201 
Moxon, Edward (Mar. 19,1828), li. 
201; (May 8,1828), ii. 203 ; (May 
12, 1880), ii, 206; (Nov. 12, 1880), 
li. 276; (Aug. 1881), II. 284; 
(Sept 6, 1881), ii. 285 ; (Oct 24, 
1881), 11. 286; (Feb. 1832), 11. 
287; (1882), ii. 291 ; (Feb. 10, 
1883), ii. 296; (Mar. 19, 1888), ii. 
297; (April 27, 1838), li. 297; 
(May 1833), li. 800; (July 24, 
1838), ii. 802; (1883), 11. 803; 
(Aug. 1888), li. 804; (Nov. 29, 
1833), li. 800 

Novello, Vincent (Jan. 26, 182.6), 
li. 125; (May 9, 1826), 11. 147; 
(April 1827), ii. 166; (Nov. 6, 
1828), ii. 214; (Oct 1829), ii. 
244; (May 14, 1880), ii. 267; 
(May 1830), ii. 208; (Nov, 8, 
1B80), ii. 276 

Offler, Charles (Jan. 27, 1824), ii. 

101; (Jan. 1826), 11. 142, 143 
Ollier, Messrs. (June 18,1818), ii. 14 
Patmore, P. Q. (July 19, 1827), ii. 
170; (Sept 1827), il. 184 


Payne, John Howard (Nov. 1822), 
il. 51; (Nov. 13, 1822), ii. 52; 
(Jan. 23, 1823), ii. 64; (Fob. 

1823) , ii. 07; (1828), Ii. 78; 
(1823), 74 

Procter, B. W. (Barry Cornwall), 
(April 13, 1823), ii. 75 ; (Nov. 11, 

1824) , ii. 114 ; (Jan. 19, 1829), ii. 
223; (Jan. 22, 1829), ii. 225 ; 
(Jan. 29, 1829), ii. 227 ; (1829), ii. 
•219 ; (Feb. 2, 1829), ii. 2*29 

Rickman, John (He))l. 16, 1801), i. 
201; (Oct 9,1801), i. 206 ; (Nov. 
24, 1801). i. 208; (1801), 1. 210; 
(no date, 1801), i. 212; (Jan. 9, 

1802) , 1, 215 ; (Jan. 14, 1802), i. 
217 ; (Jail. 18,1802), 1. 219 ; (Feb. 
1. 1802), i. 220 ; (Fob. 4, 1802), 1. 
222; (Fob. 14, 1802), i. 228; 
(April 10, 1802), i. 228 ; (July 16, 

1803) , i. 262; (July ‘27, 1803), i. 
•253; (Jan. 25, 1806), i. 278 ; 
(Mar. 1806), i. 270; (Dec. 80, 
1816), i. 866 ; (Nov. ‘20, 1821), ii. 
88; (Sept 11, 1828), ii. •206; 
(Oct 4, 1828), ii. 208 

Rickman, Mrs. (1880), ii. 278 
Rickman, Miss (May 28, 1888), il. 
800 

Robinson, Henry Crabb (no 
month, 1810), 1. 823; (Jan. 20, 
18‘27), il. 168; (Oct. 1, 1827), 11. 
186; (Feb. 27, 1829), li. 230; 
(April 10, 1829), ii. 282; (April 
17, 1829), Ii. 233 

Rogers, Samuel (Dec. 1838), ii. 
808 

Shelley, Mrs. (July 26, 1827), ii. 
172 

Southey, Robert (July 28, 1798), 1. 
87; (Oct 18, 1798), i. 90; (Oct 
29, 1798), 1. 91 ; (Nov. 8,1798), I. 
98; (Nov. 8, 1798), 1. 100; (Nov. 
28, 1798), i. 104 : (Dec. 27, 1798), 
i. 107; (Jan. 21, 1799), i. 108; 
(Mar. 15, 1799), i. 110; (Mar. 20, 
17Q9), i. 112 ; (April 20, 1799), i. 
ll!f; (May 20, 1799). i. 115 ; (Oct 
81, 1799). !. 118 ; (Nov. 7, 1804), 
1. 260; (May 6, 1816), 1. 847; 
(Ang. 9, 1816), 1. 849; (Oct 26, 
18110. 11- 18 ; (Nov. 21, 1828), li. 
90; (Aug. 19, 182.0), II. 188; 
(May 10, 18.30), ii. ‘264 
Stod«iart, Sir John, Chief-Justice 
at Malta (Aug. 9, 1827), il. 174 
Stoddart, Miss Sarah (Dec, 11, 
1806), i. 290 

Talfourd, Mr. Seijcant (1829), li 
242; (Fob. 1838), il, 294 
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Taylor, ilohn (July 80, 1821), U. 
80; (Doc. 7, 1822), li. 64; (June 
8, 1831), ii. 288 

WilllaiuR, Mrs. (April 2,1880), li.« 

202 ; (Good Fnday, 1830), li. 203 
Wilson, Walter (Aur. 14, 1801), i. 
194 : (Dec. 10, 1822), 11. 6.6 ; (Feb. 
24, 1823), 11. 08 ; (May 28, 1820), 
11. 235; (Nov. 16, 1829), il. 246 
Wordsworth, Wllliaui (Oct. 18, 
1800), 1. 164 ; (Jan. 1801), i. 170; 
(Jan. 80, 1801), 1. 174; (June 20, 
1805), 1. 215; (Sept. 28, 1806), i. 
206; (June 26, 1806), i. 280; 
(June 1806), 1. 281 ; (Dec. 11, 
1800), 1. 290; (Jan. 29, 1807), 1. 
292; (Oct. 19, 1810), 1. 819; 
(Aug. 14, 1814), 1. 328 ; (Aug. 29, 
1814), 1. 888; (no month, 1814), 
1. 88.5 ; (no mouth, 1814), 1. 387 ; 
(no month, 1816), 1. 840; (1816), 

I. 348; (Aug. 9, 1816), 1. 861; 
(April 9, 1816), 1. 859; (April 
20, 1810), 1. 861; (May 1819), ii. 
20; (June 7,1819), 11. 24; (Mar. 
20, 1822), 11. 41; (April 6, 1825), 

II. 128; (May 1826), 11. 183; 
(Jan. 22, 1830), 11. 262; (May 
1883), ii. 298 ; (Feb. 22,1884), 11. 
312 

Wordsworth, Mrs. (Peb. 18,1818), 
11. 10 

Wordsworth, Miss (June 14, 1806), 

I. 208; (Aut»unn 1810), i. 819; 
(Nov. 28, 1810), 1. 821; (Nov. 21, 
1817), II. 8; (Nov. 26, 1819), 11. 
29; (May 2.5, 1820), il. 88; 
(Christmas 1822), 11. 68 

Letters from Mary Lamb to— 
Moxon, Mrs. and Mr. (Aug. 1888), 

II. 805 

Wordsworth, Miss (Nov. 21,1817), 
ii. 6 

Wroughton, R., from (June 11, 
180n) i. 282 

Levi, a Jew, suicide of, i. 886, 400 
Lewthwaite, Barbara, the ^oroine 
In Wordsworth’s “Pet I>ainb," 1. 
176, 886 

Liberal, The, edited by Leigh Hunt, 
11.100; action against John Hunt, 
publisher of, ii. 840 
lAfe aj Qhaiucer, Godwin, 1. 895 
Light of Nature, The, Edward Search, 
1. 806 

Undsey, 1. 10 
Lisle, Abb6 de, i. 244 
Liston, li. 168 

Lieton, The Memoir of, In the London 
Magwtine, ii. 124,126, 814 


Little Bohemia, Hastings, li. 165 
Little Hampton, Coleridge at, ii. 7 
Lloyd, Charles (the elder\ Lamb on 
translation by, i. 807, 816 
Lloyd, Charles, i. 65, 61, 376; visit 
•to Lamb, i. 09; illneas, i. 76; 77, 
78; sonnets by, 1. 84, 100, 107,. 
121, 126; birth of son, 1. 188; 14i), 
864, 878, 879; with Umb, at 
Burton, Hampshire, i. 879; Lamb 
on Poem, by, 1. 67; li. 79. See 
Letters 

Lloyd, Mrs., 1. 126 
Lloyd, Olivia, 1. 128, 126, 884 
TJoyd, Priscilla, 1. 102, 118,162 t 
Lloyd, Robert, iAmb’s advice to, i. 
94, 95, 96, 97, 101; i. 108, 162; his 
account of his father, i. 246; on 
his brother Charles, i. 247 
Lloyd, Sophia, 1. 117, 120, 126, 126, 
188 

Lloyd’s Nuqre Oanorce, ii. 828 
Ix)okhart, nnel with John Scott, ii, 
856 ‘ 

liotlt, Capel, 1. 886, 852; and Robert 
''i'loomileld, 1. 408; sonnet by, ii. 
82 ♦, 
Ix)ftu8, 1. 275 
T..ogan, John, 1, 876 
Londoner, The, I. 220, 224 
London Magaeine, The, ii. 70, 84, 
124, 126, 862; Lamb’s Aontribn- 
tlons to, 11. 183; 141; Ijnos in, by 
“Olen,” li. 829; essay on “Some 
of the Old Actors ” In, 11. 881 ; 
889; essay on Blakesmoor In, ii. 
848 ; the “ Horns ” In, il. 844 ; 
Memoir of Liston in, ii. 844, 846 
London Parks, in 1814, i. 829; peace 
celebrations in, 1814, 1. 899 
Longman and Co., i. 245, 261, 296^ 
807, 831 

Loveday, George, ii. 864 
Lovell, Robert, i. 8, 869 
Lowell, Mr., ii. 880 
Lum, Mrs., i. 814 
Luther, i. 809 

Lyric Offerings, by Laman Blanchard, 
ii. 868 

Lyrical Ballads, by Wordsworth and 
Coleridge, 1. 180, 880, 887 

MacGeorge, B., ii. 841, 874 
Macintosh, Sir James, epf^m on, 
i. 196 

Mackenzie's JvXia de Roubignl, i 
876 

Mackerv End, ii. 824 
Major, ^ohn, ii. 868 
Malvern Hills, Cottle, i. 898 



TNDRX. 


391 


Man, H«nry, clerk and deputy- Monkhouse, Mra., ii. 77, 188 
secretary at the South Sea House, Montagu, Baall, i. 317 ; li. 226, 8-13, 
ii. 344 350. See lj;tUrs 

Manners, Lady Louisa, li. 10 ^ Montagu, Mrs. Basil, i. 817 ; ii. 122, 

Manning, Rev. C. R., i. 300 ; ii. 374 226 , See Letters 

Manning, Thoin.as, i. 122 ; I.fti»b‘s Montague House, ii. 164 
^ invitation to, i. 130 ; life at Cam- Montauban, i. 60 

bridge, i. 882; Chinese Literprnter, Montgomery, James, ii. 120, 841 
1817, 1. 388; death at Bath, 1840, Montgomery’s Chimney-Sweeper's 
i. 388 ; ii. 22, 175. .S'«e Letters Altnim, li. 106, 841 

Mara, Madame, i. 31 Monthly Magazine, The, i. 1, 30, 40 ; 

March Hall, ii. 222 Lamb's lines to Cowpor in, i. 71. 

Maria, mail boat, wreck of, if. 855 886 ; lamb’s “ Popular FallacioM ” 

Markham's, C. R., George, liogle and In, ii. 847 
I Thomas Manning’s Journey to Thibet Monthly Review, The, MM 
and Lhasa, i. 882 Moore, Thorna.s, i. 404 ; ii. 820 

Marlowe, Je/w of Malta, i. 02 ; Isaac More, Hannah, i. 54 ; Calebs in Search 
Walton’s mention of, i. 08 ; Edward of a Wife, by, 1. 806, 807 
11., i. 93. 115 More, Miss, i. 172 

Marshall, i. 168, 815 More, Sir Thomas, by Southey, ii. 287 

Martin, John, artist, Belshazzar," Morgan, John, i. 802, 404 
by, Ii. 160 Morgan, Mrs., 1. 827 ; li. 8, 207 

Martin, Louisa, i. 814 ; ii. 812, 874 Morning Chronicle, The, 1. 20, 107, 
Martin. Mrs., 1. 814 > 202, 874 

Marvel, i. 166 Morning Post, The, paper YyyCdlerMy'H 

Maseres, Baron, Cursltor Baron of 122 ; 151,160, 262 ; papers by 

tl^ Exftjequor, I. 189, 888 I^amb in, i. 220; Cnleriago’s ofle, 

Massinger, i. 186, 164 “ Dejection," in, I. 891; essays by 

Massinger’s A Very Woman, 1. 28 Coleridge In, i, 891; 898 

Matheio, Master, ii. 84 Moechus, Robert Lovell, I, 7, 869 

Mathews, Charles, the elder, li. 84, Moxon, Kdward, Christmas, by, ii. 

187 - 281; 878 

Math<m8, Mrs., li. 188; her desciip- Moxon, Mr., publisher, ii. 178, 184, 
tion Lamb, Ii. 828; Memoirs of 266, 275, 858, 866, 872, 878. See 

her husband, ii. 363 Letters 

Matldas, T. J., The Pursuits of LUera- Mosart, I^ife of, by Bdward Holmes, 
ture, by, i. 873 li. 856 

May, John, 1. 1, 6, 107, 100, 881 Mr, H., farce by Lamb, acceptance 

Melli-sh, Mr., sometime M.P. for of, at Drury Lane Theatre, i. 282 ; 

Enfield, ii. 821 failure of, i. 290 ; 895 

Melraoth, Mr., translation of Pliny’s Mrs. Leicester’s School, i. 312, 400; 

Letters, i. 184 Charles Lamb’s part of, Ii. 99 

Memoir of De Foe, by Walter Wilson, Mulready, William, i. 898 
1. 888 Murray, John, i. 862, 404 

Merchant Taylors’ School, I. 895 “ My Pensive Sara,’’ Coleridge i. 9 

Merlin, 1. 66 Mylius, W. F,, Master at Christ’s 

Meyer, Henry, li. 865 Hospital, i. 826, 898, 890 

Milton, 1. 11, 12, 24, 66; Paradise • 

Lost, 1. 60 ; 110 ; Covius, i. 77; por- Nature and Art, i. 66, 68 
trait of, i. 841, 846; jKirtrait of, Nayliir, James, ii. 72, 179, 887, 842 
presented by Lamb to SminaIsola, Nelson, Earl, i. 282 
{. 401; ii. 881 Nelson, Lord, i. 270,272 ; death, Oct. 

Mitchell, Thomas, if. 4, 822 21, 1805, i. 895 

Mitfoad, Mr., ii. 117, 842 Nether-Htowey, Coleridge at, i. 873; 

Mitford,Rev. John. li. 60,159 ; Sacred 878, 403 
mecimens, by, ii. 160; 836 New Monthly, The, ii. 289 

iMi^ Court Buildings, Lamb at No. New Times, The-, started by John 
16, 1.189, 302, 388 Stoddart, i. 888 ; Ijimb’s “ Ode to 

Moira, Lord, i. 297 the Treadmill *’ in, ii. 285 

Monkhouse, ii. 128, 129, 886, 848 Newbery, bookseller, i. 287 



392 


LETTERS OF CHARLES LAMB. 


Newloii'n I'rincipid, i. H41 
Norria, Mr., of Chriat’a IloaplUl, I. 
82, 86, 814, 872 

Norris, Mrs., i. 86, 814 v. 

Norris, Hannal, Sub-Treasurer of the 
Inner Temple, i. 872 ; death of, il. 
161 ; 260, 26H, 849 
Northaw Church, il. 222 
Novello, Mary Sabilla, il. 26, 826, 848 
Novello, Mary Victoria, afterwards 
Mrs. Cowdon Clarke, ii. 201, 856 
Novello, Vincent, composer, il. 87, 
121, 826, 848. See Lettere 

Odes and Addresses to Great People, by 
Thomas Hood, ii. 846 
Odyssey. The, Jjamb’s version of, i. 896 
“Oleu,^' verses by, in the London 
Magazine, ii. 829 

Oliplian t, M rs., Life of Edward Irving, 
by, 11. 844 

Ollier, Charles, Inesilla: or, the 
Tempter, by, 11. 101, 841. See 
Letters 

Ollier, Messrs., publishers, ii. 822. 

See Letters 
O'Nell, Miss, i. 860 
On Sejnddires, by William Godwin, i. 
808, 897 

Original letters of Falstaff, Shallow, 
etc., James White, 1. 2, 124; 809, 
872 

Ossian, i. 17 
Ottery 8t. Mary, 1. 874 
Otway, i. 27, 130, 190 
Oxford, Ijamb’s visits to, i. 146 

Palce, Joseph, Ii. 257, 864 
Paine, i. 10; ii. 178 
Palmerston, Lord, ii. 42 
Paradise Lost, i. 00 ; ii. 242 
Pardo, Father, 1. 860 
Paris, Mrs., friend of Iiamb, ii. 69,884 
Parnell, Thomas, quoted, i. 6 
Parsons, actor, 1. 8 
Paata, Madame, ii. 199, 866 
Patmore, P. G., II. 170, 208, 861, 858, 
See JMters '* 

Paul’s, Kegan, Ufk of Godwin, i. 386 
“Pawnbroker's Daughter, The^’’ 
Lamb, published in Blackwood, li. 
289, 862 

Payne, John Howard, American actor 
and dramatist, il.Hl; “ Ali Pacha,” 
by, iL 61, 62; “ Grandpapa,” by, 
declined at CovontGarden Theatre, 
ii. 67; death, 1852, ii. 888. See 
Letters 

Pence Celebrations, 1814, in the Lon¬ 
don Parks, i. 899 


Pcolo, George, Arraignment of Paris, 
ii. 860 

Pember, Mr., i. 81 

Penn's, William, No Cross, no Crown, 

• i. 74 

Pcjjpnington, ii. 222 
Terry, Mr., editor of the Morning 
Chronicle, i. 197 ' 

Peter Hell, and parody of, by J. 

Hamilton Reynolds, li. 20; 26 
Peter Pindar, i. 118 
Petrarch, li. 18 

PhUarete, and other Poems, by George 
Wither, 1. 316 

Philip Quarl, authorslilp of, Ii. 69 . 

Phillips, Edward, li. 864 * 

Phillips, Sir R, proprietor of the 
Monthly Magazine, 1. 272, 289, 328, 
828, 836, 879 

Phillips’s Monthly Obituary, i. 168 
Philllp.H’s Theatrum Poetarum Angli- 
eanornm, ii, 376 

Pickerine, publisher, il. 201, 854,866 
Picture Ferae*, sent to Bernard Bar¬ 
ton, ii. 168, 860 

“Pilgrim’s Progress, The.” Edition 
de%uxe of, ii. 210 ^ . 

“ Pi-pos," Derwent Coleridge, i. 287, 
891 

Pitt, William, 1, 122,161, 884 
Pizarro, i. 152, 164 
Plato, 1. 168 

Pleasures of Hope, Thomas Campbell, 
il. 220 

Pleasures qf Memory, Rogers, 1. 877 ; 
ii. 809 

Pliny’s Letters, Melmoth's translation 
of, I. 184 

Plumloy, W. D., il. 18 
Poems by Bion and Moschus, i. 869 
Poems by William Wordsworth, new 
edition, 1815, Lamb on, i. 840, 844; 
400, 401 

Poems on Various Subjects, 8. T, Cole¬ 
ridge, i. 869 

Poetic Vigils, Bernard Barton, ii. 101, 
839, 841 

Poetry for Children, by Charles and 
Mary J^amb, i. 805, 897 
Poole, Thomas, i. 850, 878, 402 ; 
death, 1887, i. 408 

Poiw, i. 135 ; Dr. Gregory’s opinion 
of, i. 178; Lamb on a miniature of, 
ii. 75 

Pople, bookseller, i. 881 
“Popular Fallacies, ” Lamb, appiar- 
anco of, ii. 144, 145 
Person, i. 158 
Porter, the Misses, i. 173 
Powell, Mr., actor, i. 286 



INDEX. 


393 


Pratt, bookseller of Batli, and editor 
of Cleanings th rough Jl’ides, etc., i. 
381 

Pratt's Cleanings, i. 105 
rnco, i. 3:i‘i 
Priestley, Dr., liftinb'sadmiratio%of, 
i. 10, 17, .58, 07 ; On Ohilosophirul 
Necessity, 1. 08 ; 375 ; fjmmtnatioa 
of the Sejiteh Doetiirs, i. 375 ; History 
of the Corruptions of Christianity, i. 
875 

Pringle, Hopliia, i. 20 

Procter, 11. W. (Harry Cornwall), ii. 

. 114; marriage, ii. 115, 121, 843 ; 
verses to Emma Isold, 11. 220, 300. 
See Letters 

Procter, Mrs., 1. 399 
Proctor’s Memoir of Uimh, 11. 373 
Pulham, Urook, ii. 272, 348, 352 
Purcell, ii. 216 

CuTsuits of Literature, The, by T. J. 
Mathias, 1. 378 

Quakerism, Lamb's exper^nce of, 1. 

Quarles, 1. 27; compared wlthWlt^er, 
1^; Ilf, 113 • 

Qtu"terly, The, review by Southey in, 
1. 80<1; 335, 837 ; 11. 16 ; review of 
Elia Essays by Southey In, ii. 82 ; 


228 ; 24 1, 289, 314, 356, 386 ; ii. 367. 
See Letters 

icknmn, Mrs., i. 269, 296, 814 
fRoad to Itiiin, The, Jiolcroft, i. 286 
Roast Pig, l/jimb to Coleridge, on, ii. 
89, 61; first sketch of Essay on, 
ii. 880 

Robertson, Dr., i. 125 
Robertson, Henry, Treasurer of 
Co vent (lanlen Tbentre, ii. .52; 
letter from, to Mary Lamb, ii. 67 
Robinson, Antony, ii. 186 
liohinson Crusoe, i. 177 
Robinson, Henry Crabb, i. 298, 318, 
820, 832, 841, 8.52, 386 ; ii. 26, 314, 
861, 868, 372 ; at Rome, ii. 256, 363. 
See liters 

Roderick,The Ixist of the. Goths, Robert 
Southey, i. 347, 402 
Roderick Random, i. 177 
Rogers, Henry, brother of the poet, 
ii. 374 

Rogers, Samuel, i. 64; sonnet to, II. 
237; 266, 278, 801, 862, 865, 873; 
Pleasures of Memory, i. 877 ; ii. 309. 
See. Letters 

Rosamund Gray, I.Amb, i, 117 ; publi¬ 
cation of, 1798, i. 380 
“ Roscius, The young,” TI. W. Betty, 
i. 288 


90 j 

Railt<A. Mr., ii. 79 
Rumsa^, Allan, 1. 141 
Ranking, Mr., ii. 79, 167, 849 
Raymond, Mr., actor, i. 286 
Ray’s Collections qf English Words, 
etc., ii. 80 

Reading, Lamb on solitary, i. 208 
“ Refoniiist's reply to the Edinburgh 
Review," i. 398 
Rejected Addresses, li. 354 
Rejected A rticles, li. 354 
“ Religion of the Actors,The,” Lamb, 
ii. 347 

Religious Musings, Coleridge, Lamb's 
opinion of, i. 1, 7, 9 ; 22, 30, 60 
Rembrandt, ii. 169 
Remorse, tragedy, ^ Ooleriilge, i. 
331; produced at Urury Lane, Jan. 
28, 1813, i. 400 
Reynolds, dramatist, ii. 158 
Reynolds, J. Hamilton, ii. 823 
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, i. 394 
K^nolds, Mrs., 1. 31, 823; ii. 258 
Rrehardson, of the India House, i. 

28, 81, 378 
Richmond, i. 194 

Rickman, John, 1. 157, 386, 889; 
Lamb's estimate of, 1. 157; 197; 


Roscoe, Mr., i. 126 
Roubigne, i. 60 
lUtund Table, The, i. 400 
Rowe, Rev. A., i. 180, 879 
Rowlandson, ii. 166 
Roxana, De Foe, ii. 68 
Royal Instilution, Coleridge’s lec¬ 
tures at, 1. 397 

Royal, the, and other Institutions, 
i. 298 

Ruined Cottage, ITie, Southey, i. 380 
Ru-ssell, the Rev. Thomas, i. 20 
Rutherhnd, Mrs., death of, ii. 174 
Ryle, ii. 818 

Satrred Specimens, Bov. J. Mitfoitl, ii. 
160 

Bt. •mko’s Hospital, Dr. Tuthill’s 
defeat at, i. 399 

Salisbury, stop^sige of Bank at, i. 
817 

Salutation atul Cat, the, remem¬ 
brances of, 1. 15, 25, 60, 54, 70, 81. 
871 

Sanderson’s Cases of Conscience, ii. 
103 

Sandford, Mrs. Henry, i. 403 
Satan in Search of a Wife, Lamb on 
payment for, ii. 286, 2.S8, 370 
Savage, Richard, I. 199, 388 
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Savory, A. 1)., brother of Heater 
Savory, i. 31)4 

Savory, Anna, niater of Hester, 1. 8»4 
Savory, Knuaa, niece of Heater SaA 
vory, i. 3'.)4 

Savory, Hester, verses on death of, 
i. 344, 333 ; Lamb's attiiuhnveiit to, 
i. 394 ; inairied to Charles Stoke 
Dudley, i. 394 

Savory, Martha, sister of Hester, i. 
894 

Schiller, 1. 17, 184 
Sclavoiiian Song, i. 8 
Scott, John, i. 270; ii. 126; editor 
of the Champion, 1. 836 ; Critical 
Kasays, by, 11. 70 ; 20S, 386; killed 
in a duel with Lockhart, ii. 856 
Scott, Sir Walter, letter of Ijamb to, 
on behalf of William Godwin, ii. 
50, 61, 837 

.Search, Edward, i. 271; The Light cj 
Nature, by, 1. 396 
S<^vign6^Maine, i. 188 
Sewwl, W., HUtory of Quaker8,\iY, iL 
65, S80 

Shakspeare, 1. 79; George Dyer’s 
opinion of, 1. 188 ; Henry the Fifth, 
1. 249 ; supposed portrait of. ii. 48; 
a Scotchtnan'H opinion of, ii. 150; 
Lamb on editions of, ii.309; Tv^flh 
Night, and As You Like It, ii. 829 
Shaw All Mirza,Persian Ambassador, 

i. 818 I 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe, Lamb on, ii. 
110; “ Verses on the Death of," 
Bernard Barton, iL 888; Prometheus 
Unbound, Joke on, ii. 842 
Shelley, Mrs., ii. 172. .See Utters 
Shenstone, i. 188; “The Bohool* 
mistress," by, ii. 44 
Sheridan, B. B., i. 79; sonnet to, i. 
876 

Shewell, Mr., ii. 66 
Shirley, i. 186 

Shrewsbury, Coleridge at, i. 879 
Slddons, iir. H., actor, L 286 
Siddous, Mrs., Lamb and Coleridge’s 
sonnet on, i. 18, 50, 876; 296 c 
Sidmouth, Lord, i. 830 
Sidney, Sir Philip, i. 284; ii. 876 
Six Months in the West Indies in 1826, 
Henry Nelson Coleridge, ii. 146,847 
Skepper, Anne (step-daughter of 
Basil Monte^), married to B. W. 
Procter, ii. 116, 121, 848 
Skiddaw, i. 230 
Smitit, Horace, ii. 74 
Smith, Mrs., Cambridge, reference 
to, ii. 69 

Snake Exhibition, A, Lamb at, i. 166 


Sonnets, etc.—First Idnes— 

A Hlaltdy cross each sad spot doth 
attest, li. 192 

A timid grace sits trembling in her 
eye, i. 4 

Gowper, J tliank my God that t])ou 
art heal’d ! i. 30 

If from my lips some angry accents 
fell, i. 3 

Little book, surnamed of White, ii. 
Ill 

Buck, baby, suck! mother's love 
grows by giving, ii, 33*), 227, 859 
Tears are for ligliter griefs. Man 
weeps the doom, li. 275 
Tbe Lord of Light shakes off liis 
drowsyhed, i. 4 

Wake th’ harmonious voice and 
string, ii. 216 

We wore two pretty babes, the 
youngest she, i. 5 
When last I roved these winding 
wood-walks green, i. 4 
While this tawny Bthiop prayetli, 
ii. 197 

Wjw first invented work, and bound 
we free, ii. 45 ♦ 

Wouldst thou divert thyself nxnu 
melancholy? ii. 211 
Sotheby, i. 810 
South Sea House, the, ii. 37 
^uthampton Buildings, Lamb at, 
1809, i. 802, 388 6- 

Southey, Dr,, brother of Robert 
Southey, i. 826, 899 
Southey, Edith, L 91, 107, 112, 119 
Southey, Edith May, daughter of 
Robert Southey, ii. 189 
Southey, Robert, remarks on poems 
of, i. 1; Joan of Arc, 1. 8, 87, 876 ; 
Lamb’s criticism of Joan of Arc, i. 
11; and Cowper’s, Homer, i. 12; 
in comparison with Beaumont and 
Fletcher, and with Cowper, i. 24; 
67, 59, 84 ; Lamb on Eclogues by, 
I. 98, 110; “Blenheim,” Lamb's 
opinion of, 1.140; Se cretary to the 
Irish Exchequer, i. 249 ; review by, 

I in the Quarterly, i. 806; Jiodsrick, 
the Last of the Oaths, i. 847, 403; 

f mblication of Joan of Arc, 1. 809 ; 
i. 16; Dowden’s Life of, 1. 871; 
Th* Ruined Cottage, i. 880; in cor¬ 
respondence with Lamb, i. 880; at 
I Burton, Hampshire, visit of Lloyd 
! and Lamb to, 1. 880; Gurse^n^ 
Kehama. ii. 9, 322 ; review of Elia 
Essays, by, ii. 82; Sir Thomas More, 

I ii. 237 ; his defence of 1 Jimb, ii. 274, 

I 276,366; Book of the Church, ii. 846 ; 
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Tale of Paraguay,\\.Z\Q. SeeMtrrs Theatres, Knallsh and Gorman^ coin- 
to parison nf, by Gwirge Dyer, i. 14D 

Southey’s “ Dactyls,” Lamb's, and Tholwall, Joliii, i. (il, 15S ; Coleridge 
other parodies of, i. n7l to, i. 37.’» 

Specimens of Ktiglisk Dramatic /’oe/s, ^ ^heocrifus, I. 185 
etc., Lamb, i. 295 Thoiiipaoii, Mr., i. 814 

Hponcer, Hon. William, i. 284 • Thnrlow, Lord, I. 341 

Spenser, Edmund, 1. 9, 77, 156, 284; Thurtell, murderer of Mr. Wearo 
sonnet by, i. 284 execution of, ii, 98, 840 

Spirit of the Age, ll&zUtt, \i. 126 Thurtell, Thomas, of the Cock 
Stliel, Madame de, i. 832 T,aveni, Haymarket, li. 20J, 850 

Stanhope, Lord, i. 219, 222, 889 ; 11. 4 Thynne, Lady, ii. 19 
Statute de ContumelUl, The, Coleridge, Tidswoll, Miss, actress, 1 . 104 

i. 872 Tolmcco, on, i. 248, 251, 206, 208, 

Steele, Sir Richartl, mper on Alex* 281 

I ander Selkirk, by, 11. 09 Tobin, 1. 261, 282 ; death of, i. 350 

"Sterne, i. 188; li. 85 Tonson, .lacob. Miscellanies, I. 141 

Stevenson, Mies, a' tress, li. 67 Tooke, Horne, i. 27; ii. 120 

Stoddart, John (afterwards Sir), i. Triinnior, Mrs., i. 237 

19, 184, 230, 249, 314, 388. See Trollope, Rev. W., successor to Rev. 
Ijetters James Boyer at Clirist’s Hospital, 

Stoddart, Lady, li. 176 i. 888 

Stoddart, Miss Sarah, 1. 290; and Tructhsessian Gallery, The, 1. 275 
William Hazlitt, 1. 294, 296. See Tucker, Abraham, 1. 895 
Tetters - Tuthill, 14r. George L., afterwards 

Stothard, Thoniaa, ii. 106, ffrs Sir, i. 285, 289, 312, 815, 822, 897, 

Stowey, Coleridge at, 1. 00, 67 899 ; li. 127, 180, 132, 318, 845 

Stratford fhurch, i. 184 * Tuthill, Mrs., i. 816 

SueCf, actor, I. 163 

Sutton, Mr., I. 816 “Unitarian Protests, ” by Lamb, 11. 

Swift's “ Ode to Poetry,” i. 398 844 

Swinburne, A. C., i. 898 

Sylvia: or. the May Queen, George Vandyke, 1. 846 

Darl^. it. 281, 861 Vaughan, Henry, the Silurist, Ii. 841 

* Venn, auctioneer, ii. 17, 328 

Tales from Shakspeare, publication Vicar of ITaiceJUld, The, i. 177 
of, i. 279, 289; illustrationa to, I. Vindictive Man, The, Holcroft, fail* 
292 ; 896 ; G. Lamb’s part of, ii. 99 urc of, i. 286 
Talfourd, J. N., i. 858, 408; edition Virgil, I. 183 
of Lanjb’s Letters, 1. 896 ; ii. 266; Vision of Hams, A, II. 124, 126 
review of John WoodvU, by, ii. 26, Voltaire and Congreve, i. 297 
. 868, 872. See Letters 

Talma, visit of, to Lamb, li. 48, 882 Wadd, Mr., il. 18 
Taaso, translations of, i. 61 Walnwright, Thomas Griffiths 

Taylor, Rev. C. B., vicar of Hadleigh, (“Janos Weathercock "), ii. 79, 84, 
Suffolk, li. 90, 340, 866 887, 860 

Taylor and Hessey, Messrs., pub* Walden, Mr., ii. 299, 800, 872 
Ushers, il. 78, 81,117, 124, 831 Wallenstein, Coleridge, i. 881 

Taylor, John, il. 86. See IjCtters WaIMt, Life of, Johnson, 1. 61 

Taylor, Jeremy, i. 65,120; Lamb on, Waltham Cross, lines on, ii. 192, 200 
i. 186,191; Ductor Dubitantium, ii. Walton’s, Izaak, Complete AngUr, L 
108 20, 178, 801, 801 

Taylor, Tom, Lijii of B. K. Haydon, Warner, William, author of Albion's 
by, 11. 857 England, ii. 840 

Taylor^William, translation of BUr- Watchman, The, i. 1, 7; Lamb’s 
Mr's Lemiora, by, 1. 872 advice to Coleridge as to, I. 9; 29, 

Teftneo’s comedy, Heantontimoru- 869, 874 

menos, 1. 408 Watfoni family, The, friends of 

Thanksgiving, General, Jan. 18,1816, Lamb, U. 60 
i, 408 Watts, Alarlo, li. 181, 220, 353 
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Watts, Dr., 11.160 
Wear©, William, 11. 840 
W^M-bred Sdiola/r, The, 1. 826 
Wesley, John, 1. 67, 386 , 

Wesley, Samuel, L 886 
Wesley, Miss, dauf;hter of Samuel 
Wesley, 1. 171, 886 

Westwood, Mr. and Mrs., the Lambs 
in lodgings with, ii. 244, 247 ; 266, 
268 

Whcathainstead, ii. 23 
iVhivis and Odditm, Thomas Hood, 
ii. 181, 349, 360 
White, Blanco, ii. 354 
White, Mr., fellow-clerk with liamb, 
ii. 74; Mr., and Miss Brown, 
Ijimb’s lines on, 11. 808 
White's, James, Original Letters of 
Sir John Falataff, by, Lamb’s 
opinion of, 1. 2, 20 ; 86, 207, 360 
Whitfield, actor, I. 240 
Whitfield’s Tabtirnacle, ii. 844 
“ Widow, The," imitation of Lamb 
by Hood, Ii. 869 
Wilberforco, Mr., i. 161 
Wilkie's “ Bpigoniad," i. 187 
William IV., 11. 272 
Williams, Mrs., acrostic by Lamb 
on, il. 264, 864, 366. See Letters 
Williams, Rev. Mr., Rector of Fom- 
hara, ii. 268 

Wilson. Walter, publisher, mlsnnder* 
stanaing with I.^mb, L 194; 828; 
Memoirs of De Foe, by, i. 888. See 
Letters 

Wilson, Walter, Lije and Times of 
De Foe, il. 245, 884 ; review of, by 
Hazlitt, ii. 246; 862, 868 
Wlnchmore Hill, 11. 212 
Wlnterslow, I.tamb’8 visit to William 
Hazlitt at, i. 808 

Wither, George, I. 27; compared 
with Quarles, i. 100,115 ; Fhilarete 
and other Poems, by, i. 816 ; 898 
WoUstonecraft, Mary, I. 384; ii. 800 
Woodfall, 1. 178 

Woodgate, Tom, boatman of Hast¬ 
ings, il. 889 

WoodvU, John, i. 208, 209, 88S, 886, 
889 

Woolman, John, Quaker, i. 74, 870; 
11. 46, 842 


THE 


Wordsworth, i, 6, 148, 151, 298; 
marriage, i, 231, 891 ; new edition 
of poems, 1815,1.840,400; “ Yarrow 
Visited,” 1. 843 ; visit to Germany, 

i. 879; the Thanksgiving Ode, Jan, 
18, 1816, 1. 403 ; II, 16 ; dedication 
rtf The IVaggoner, etc., to Lamb, 

ii. 824. See Jjetters 
Wordsworth and Coleridge, publica¬ 
tion of the Lyrical Balladu, by, i. 
380 

Wordsworth, Mrs. W., il. 10. See 
Letters 

Wordsworth, Dorothy, Poems by, i. 
842, 860; 401 

Wordsworth, Miss, Letter from Mary 
Lamb to, il. 6; 299, 834. Sef 
Letters 

Wordsworth, Thomas, blrtli of, i, 
896 

Wordsworth, William, third son of 
the poet, il. 29, 327 
Wordsworth’s Lyrical Ballads, 1.185 ; 
The Convention of Cintra, i, 305, 
897; Excursion, Lamb on, i. 828, 
884, A)0; The Borderers, 1. 885 ; 
4‘lIart-Leap Well,” i. 399; Letter 
hra Friend of Burns, i.< *04 
Wright, W. Aldls, ii. 370 
Wright’s, I. 0., translation of Dante, 
11. 875 

Wroughton, Richard, actor and man¬ 
ager at Drury Lane, letter to 
I^amb, accepting farce, M. 282; 
287 

Wyat, actor, ii. 156 
Wyndham, Mr., 1. 122, 884 

Xenophon, i. 158 

“Yarrow, the Braes of,” i. 8 
York, the Duke of, i. 808; and Mrs.'^ 
Clarke, i. 897 

Young Arthur, by Charles Dibdiu 
the younger, ii. 842 
Young, poet, 1. 14 

Young, Sir George, sale of pictures, 
i. 274, 277 


Zapolya, play by Coleridge, i. 403; 
published, i. 404 
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